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Estrada gets court pass 
to visit FP] in hospital 


By Armand Nocum, 
farinel R. Cruz and Edson Tandoc Jr. 


SAYING he was depressed by what happened to 
his friend of 40 years, former President Joseph 
Estrada last night visited Fernando Poe ft as the 
movie actor lay in a coma at St. Luke's Medical. 
Center after suffering a stroke. Ё 
estrapwano беа 
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Angeles sizzles anew 
with giant ‘sisig’ dish 
By Tonette Orejas 

PDI Central Luzon Desk 


ANGELES CITY—Forget. 
cholesterol. Angeles s. 

determined to change ls 
image from "sin city" to 
S, FEARLESS V “sisig capital." 
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PJ in coma; next 
\72 hours crucial 


A 
Prayers 


"actor after 


. stroke 


‘ACTOR Fernando Poe Jr who came close to winning the presidential 
election in May, needs a crucial victory this time. In the movies, he 
often portrayed heroes who overcame the toughest odds. 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr., 
Carlito Pablo, Nini Valera 
and T] Burgonio 


FERNANDO POE Jr lay 
fighting for his life in a hos- 
pital intensive care unit yes- 
terday, nearly 24 hours af- 
ter suffering a stroke and 
falling into a coma. 


As news spread across the na- 
tion that the 65-year-old king of 
Philippine movies was desperate- 
ly ill, relatives, friends, people 
from across the political divide 
and churchmen and women of- 
fered prayers for the recovery of 


CRITICAL PERIOD. Former President Corazon Aquino (left) urges prayers for Poe's immediate recovery. 
 Atright, Rep. Francis Escudero, Poe's presidential campaign spokesperson, and Makati Mayor Jejomar 
Binay brief journalists ata press conference. PHOTOSSYREH ZAMORA. 


RP joins UN Assembly 
rebuff to oust-Annan bid 


By Amando Doronila 


IN A DRAMATIC turnaround, the 
‘Bush administration called off 
‘Thursday its campaign to force 
ithe resignation of UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan after it ran in- 
Хоа wall of support of 
190 UN mem- 
ibers—ineluding rhe 

hilippines—which rallied be- 
Зла the embattled Annan amid 
allegations of corruption in the 
"UN oll-for-food program in Iraq. 

‘The switch followed outpour- 
ings of support for Annan from 
European Union countries 
cluding Britain, France, Russia, 
Germany and Spain—as well as 
Arab countries and 54 African 
countries. 

‘The rebuff to the United States 
was dramatized by the standing 


ANALYSIS 


ovation that Annan received at 
the General Assembly after ren- 
dering a report on a package of 
fundamental reforms at the Unit- 
ed Nations. 

The rare ovation reflected the 
extent of the US isolation in the 
United Nations after 
it side-tracked the Se- 
curity Council in its 
unilateral decision to invade 
Trac, 

Following the resounding ex- 
pression of confidence in Annan 
from the UN members, US Am- 
bassador John Danforth, who 
said he was speaking on behalf of 
the Bush administration, flagged 
Washington's back-off 

"We are not suggesting or 
pushing for the resignation of the. 
secretary general,” Danforth said. 
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the man who came within 3 per- 
cent of unseating President 
Macapagal-Arroyo їп the May 
election. 

Through the day, rumors by 
way of text messages flew that 
Poe had died bur this was denied 
by friends who kept vigil at the 
meuro-intensive care unit of St. 
Luke's Medical Center in Quezon 
City. 

“The critical period is the next 
72 hours," said Rep. Francis Es- 
cudero, who was Poe's spokesper- 
son during the election. 

Emerging from the room 
where his father lay unconscious, 
FPJ's 21-year-old son, Ronian 
Poe, was weeping. , 

A relative rushed to comfort 
him. But the son just leaned on a 
cold wall, his head bowed, tears 
falling. 

Politicians, actors, relatives 
and fans who had trooped to the 
hospital shared his agony. 

“Lalaban ‘yan (He will fight 
оп), arelative told Ronian, refer- 
ring to the actor. 

But the son was speechless. 

Poe's wife, actress Susan Ro- 
ces, stayed beside her husband 
inside the ICU, greeting visitors, 
mostly limited to family mem- 
bers, who peeked into the room. 
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Bomb explodes at GenSan 
market; 15 killed, 53 hurt 


By Aquiles Z. Zoni 
PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


GENERAL SANTOS CIY—A 
bomb exploded at the public mar- 
ket in Barangay South Dadiangas 
here yesterday afternoon, killing at 
deast 13 people, including a 5-year- 
‘old boy and wounding 53 others. 

Witnesses said three people 
died on the spot, Four victims 
died at St, Elizabeth Hospital and 
six others at General Santos Hos- 
pital, 

Ar least 23 of the wounded were 
brought to St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
19 to General Santos Hospital and 
six to District Hospital. 


Witnesses said the bomb ex- 
ploded at Stall No. 82 of the meat. 
section at around 4:15 p.m. The 
markers ceiling was damaged 
and the stall was destroyed. 

Shoppers and merchants fled 
їп panic after the explosion and 
police cordoned off the area. 

“The earth shook,” said one 
dazed woman. “It was a loud ex- 
plosion." 

In Manila, Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye denounced the 
bombing. 


civilians. There is no justification 
whatsoever for this heinous act. 


‘The police and military are now 
conducting a thorough probe of 
this incident,” Bunye said. 

Chief Supt. Antonio Billiones, the 
region's police chief, told reporters 
that his men were still investigating 
to determine the type and make of 
the explosive used in the attack. 

Police noted recent reports of. 
threats from the Abu Sayyaf, a 
group linked to the regional mili- 
tant network Jemaah Islamiyah 
(Л). But the city mayor said the 
blast could have been caused by 
feuding merchants. 

Billiones said police had been 
getting intelligence reports as early 
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Cory lends miraculous rosary to Poe 


By Christine О. Avendaño, 
Norman Bordadora 
and T] Burgonio 


A MIRACULOUS rosary lent by 
former President Corazon Aquino 
keeps ailing movie actor and for- 
mer presidential candidate Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. company by his 
hospital bed. 

Aquino was among the 
throng of visitors who dropped 
by yesterday at St. Luke's Medi- 
cal Center in Quezon City to of- 
fer prayers for Poe, who suf- 
fered a stroke the other night 


andis now ina coma. 

Poe's friend, former Sen. Vi- 
cente Sotto П, said Aquino was 
able to visit Poe at the intensive 
care unit. 

"She brought a rosary she had 
earlier lent to Vandolph when he 
was in critical condition,” Sotto 
said, referring to the actor-son of 
comedy king Dolphy. 

Vandolph was critically injured 
in November 2001 when his pick- 
up hit a truck in Pangasinan. His 
girlfriend, Desiree Raquiza, died 
inthe accident. 

Vandolph has since recovered 
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rten at the Waldorf School in Quezon 


from his injuries. 

Sotto said Aquino lent the 
same miraculous rosary to Poe. 
He added that Poe's wife, actress 
Susan Roces, was “worried but 
she's praying.” 

Sotto rushed to the hospital 
early yesterday morning when 
Poe's personal aide informed 
him about the actor's condition. 
He learned that Poe had suf- 
fered a second stroke at 7:30 
am. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
who beat Poe in the bitterly 
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‘Low-profile’ 
Santa teaches 
pupils true 
holiday spirit 
By Volt Contreras 


IF YOU agree that Christmas has 
become too commercialized, 
you'd commend this school for 
ensuring that its students see be- 
yond the gift-giving frenzy associ- 
ated with Santa Clau: 

In the yearly Yuletide celebra- 
tion of the Waldorf School in 
Quezon City, there is no activity 
involving the jolly old man in the 
red suit. Instead, it invites to the 
campus another elder who also 
sports a white, fluffy beard but is 
dressed like a bishop. 

The 16 kids making up the 
kindergarten class are used to һа 
ing their seats arranged in a semi 
circle during class, but they had no 
idea what their teacher, whom they 
сай “Tita,” was up to when they 
made the formation that Dec. 6 
morning, during Advent Week. 

А around 9:30 a.m, the door 
suddenly opened and in came "St. 
Nick," with a staff and his "Golden 
Book.” Crawling at his heels was a 

У diny but docile “creature” covered 
in brown sackcloth from head to 

oe ating a pouch of stones 

St. Nick seated himself in the 
middle of his stunned audience of 

LOW-PROFILE/ AB 


na —————Ó—À Ес. 
па 
WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST Northem and Eastern Luzon and Eastarn Visayas wi 
pince mostly бойу skies їп scattered ranshowes Та rasto 
a coutry wi hava party cloudy to болу ес wil soled rai 


Sov 
SOURCE PAGASA. 


————— ÁRaiÓ 


ouo terti poatstaci pe 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


E-mail: pr_news@inguirercomph 


Second FRONTPAG 


Textus your feedback: inquirer news namelcty message to 2207 (Globo) or 283 (Smart) 


адзела. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 13,2004 


Mote Manta бубу Жый 
Солун Rus Party Goudy 
[s arly Omé 
(Coasts ne тава Cloudy wt Raa 
Party Саху 
Party lady 
Couty ui Raira 


Party Cindy Party Couty 


Palace eases up on tax measures 


“Based on our observation, our 
lawmakers are determining what 
measures are easier and faster to 
pass at present and this is what 
they will approve. We will contin- 
ue to push for all the tax mea- 
sures we have declared but we 
will only tackle first those that are 
easier to pass,” Bunye said in an 
interview over RMN radio. “Once 
Congress resumes, then we will 
tackle the other measures.” 

So far, the House of Represen- 
tatives has approved the increase 
in excise taxes on tobacco and al- 
cohol products, the lateral ateri- 


Ву бї C. Cabacungan jr. 


WITH time fast running out, Malacafiang has conceded it 
might not be able to have the necessary tax measures it 
wants passed by Congress approved before the end of the 
year. 

Instead, Malacafang now 
wants Congress to focus on tax 
measures that it could easily pass 
within the next few weeks "given 
the remaining time," Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
earlier expressed confidence that 
Congress would approve at least 


bill. 


four of the eight revenue mea- 
sures she had proposed in her tax 
package, including the so-called 
sin taxes on tobacco and alcohol 
products. 

But with less than a week be- 
fore Congress goes on recess for 
the Christmas holidays, no single 
tax bill has been passed. 


tion bill which provides incen- 
tives and imposes penalties on 
employees of revenue generating 
agencies, and the tax amnesty 


These bills have been submit- 
ted to the Senate for floor deliber- 
ations before being tackled by the 
bicameral conference committee. 

Aside from the sin tax, Mala- 
cafiang had hoped Congress 
would pass the franchise tax on 
telecommunication firms, ге- 
move the value-added tax ex- 
emptions, and approve.the tax 
amnesty bill before the end of this 


end of the year. 


rating. 


year. Bunye said Malacafiang re- 
mained confident the sin tax bill 
would be approved in due time, 
although he would not say 
whether it would be before the 


The taxes were seen as the 
‘most contentious but most potent 
in terms of revenue potential in 
the Presidents tax package and 
Malacafiang wanted them enact- 
ed this year to avert а full-blown 
fiscal crisis and the possible 
downgrade of the country's credit 


Credit rating agencies such as 


Moody's Investors Services are 
poised to downgrade the Philip- 
pines credit rating due to doubts 
on the Presidents ability to pass 
new tax measures needed to re- 
duce the swelling budget deficit 
and public debt. 

Bunye said Malacafiang had 
left it entirely to Congress to de- 
cide which tax measures it should 
prioritize for approval. “But we 
want to assure everybody the 
overall objective of the executive 
branch to raise revenues from 
new tax measures will remain,” 
Bunye said. 
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Timely tunnel 
repair would 
avert crisis 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Norman Bordadora 


MALACAÑANG yesterday allayed fears of a 
looming water shortage in Metro Manila after the 
recent typhoons damaged a vital water supply 
tunnel linking the Umiray River in Quezon 
province to the Angat Dam in Bulacan, but never- 
theless encouraged residents to use water wisely. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said President 
Macapagal-Arroyo had been assured by officials 
of the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System (MWSS) that the rehabilitation of the 13- 
km Umiray-Angat tunnel “would be completed 
in time to avert a water crisis in Metro Manila.” 

The 13-km tunnel bringing water to Angat 
Dam, which supplies 90 percent of Metro 
Manila's water needs for its 12 million resi 
dents, could take four months to clear, the 
government said in a statement. The tunnel 
supplies 30 percent of Angat’s water needs, 

Authorities had warned that unless the 
damage to the tunnel was repaired within 
that time frame, Manila ran the risk ofa water 
shortage this summer. The government will 
meet Monday to assess the damage. 

Bunye said that. Malacañang would make 
sure that the MWSS completed the rehabilita- 
tion work before the summer when water de- 
mands at its peak 

Despite assurances from MWSS officials, 
Malacaiiang called on the public to use water 
efficiently. "We should conserve our water 
supply and avoid wastage to avert a water 
shortage,” Bunye said. 

Bunye noted that the Umiray-Angat tunnel 
suffered heavy damage and that access to the 
busted portion was dificult. “if it is not reha- 
bilitated soon, it could affect water supply 
during the summer months,” he said. 

Irrigation to Bulacan and parts of Pampan- 
ga provinces could also be seriously affected. 

Militants blamed the damage sustained by 
the tunnel on logging companies. 

"These companies should carry the cost of 
rehabilitating the Umiray tunnel instead of 
the taxpaying public,” Pambansang Lakas ng 
Kilusan ng Mamalakaya ng Pilipinas national 
chair Fernando Hicap said in a statement. 

"With an AFP report 


Storms ruined 
P2.7-B in crops 


By Christine O. Avendano 


THE FOUR typhoons that recently struck the 
country destroyed P2.7 billion worth of 
“palay,” corn, coconut and high-value com- 
mercial crops (HVCCs) in Luzon, Sen. Маг 
Roxas said yesterday. 

HYCCs refer to valuable vegetables, fruits 
and other farm produce with lucrative export 
markets. 

In a statement, Roxas said he got the figures 
from an initial report submitted by the Depart 
ment of Agriculture to his Senate committees. 
Roxas chairs the trade and economic committees. 

According to the initial DA report, the 
biggest production losses came from the 
HVCCs, which totaled P833.31 million. 

Also destroyed were P790.87 million worth 
of corn, P624.26 million worth of palay and 
P383.84 million worth of coconuts. 

їп terms of volume production, the hardest 
hit was the corn crop where 349,000 metric 
tons were wiped out. A total of 205,931 met- 
rictonsof palay were also destroyed. 

An aggregate of 138,599 hectares of com 
lands were affected by the four typhoons. Also 
affected were 138,838 hectares of rice farms 
and 31,937 hectares of HVC plantations, 

A total of 153 million coconut trees were 
downed or damaged by the typhoons. 

Roxas is set to hold a hearing today tò inves- 
tigate the impact of the extensive crop losses 
onthe supply and prices of basic commodities, 

"We have to determine... if we would still 
have ample supplies of com and rice in the. 
weeks ahead," he said. 

Roxas said a stable and sufficient supply of 
corn, for instance, was necessary to ensure 
stable pork and chicken prices. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2004 


: By Abigail L. Ho 
Masinloc ; 
as PONE nett mu 

RE. 
power plant 225 ушу ienet g 
saate Uone 
asi 
sale backed 24 
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minority to block the sale, warning. 
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sale would be disadvantageous to 
the government and to the public. 
h 10 Lotilla, Psalm 


was in the best interest of the gov- 
emment since it would give Psalm. 
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access to the $9 million which the 
winning bidder, YNN Pacific Con- 
sortium Ine, posted as bid security. 

“To unilaterally cancel the Masin- 
loc sale would be to commit an act 
grossly disadvantageous to the pub- 
lic interest as it would deprive gov- 
ernment of the right to draw upon 
the bid security.” Lotila said. 


He explained that upon the issu- 
ance of the notice of award to YNN, 
the bid bond would go up to more 
than $11.2 million, representing a- 
round two percent of the $561-mil- 
lion bid submitted by the consortium. 

Tn the event YNN Pacific declines 
to accept the notice of award issued 
by Psalm, its $9-million bid security 
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would be forfeited and Psalm 
‘would have the right to call a rebid. 

Ifthe consortium accepts the no- 
tice of award but fails to pay the 
$224-million upfront fee for the 
plant or reneges on the sale, Psalm 
has therightto access the increased 
performance bond of $11.2 million 
and hold another auction. 
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~~~" Aglipay dares cops 


to prove TI wrong 


(This story should have run under the banner 
headline of the Second Front Page on Saturday 
but due to a glitch, another story ran under the. 
headline. We regret the error—Ed.) 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


PHILIPPINE National Police Director General 
Edgar Aglipay has stepped up the pressure on. 
115,000 police officers to improve the image. 
ofthe PNP in the wake of a report by an inter- 
national anticorruption watchdog which list- 
ed the PNP as the country's most corrupt insti- 
tution. 

“We will change from now on,” Aglipay 
told a press conference. “We will do every- 
thing that the public wants us todo.” 

Germany-based Transparency Internation- 
al had given the PNP a rating of 4.2 in the five- 
point TI corruption index. Political parties 
and the legislature were ranked a close sec- 
ond as the most corrupt institutions with 4.1. 
The least corrupt were the Church and other 
religious sects with a 2.1 rating. 

Aglipay said it was “useless” to contest the 
findings of TI. Instead, he asked his men to 
“prove it wrong." 

"It's better to do everything so that we can 
dispel the claim,” he said. "Ler us look for 
ways to make ourselves the kind of police offi- 
cers that the public wants us to be.” 

The TI corruption report was a big blow to 

lipay's campaign to jumpstart a long-term 
and lasting reform of the PNP during his brief 
six-month tenure that will end on March 13 
next year 

‘Since he assumed office on Aug. 23, Agli- 
pay had ordered PNP field commanders to 
solve within a month at least five of every 100 
cases within their jurisdiction. 

A similar deadline was imposed on the 
rest of wanted persons and criminal syndi- 
cates. 

Judgment day will be on Dec. 20. Those 
who fail to meet the standard will be given 


“kalabasa” (squash) awards, he said. 

All PNP officers are also required to wear 
an "item card" while on duty. The item card 
specifies an officers duty schedule and his 
area or office of assignment. 

“It means that when something happens їп 
an area, it’s the person assigned Ч 
will be held accountable,” Aglipay s 

ovation will address the problem on the 
non-availability of police." 

Aglipay, however, said there were still a 
number of international and government 
agencies that continued to trust the PNP de- 
spite the perception that it was corrupt. 

He cited the United Nations Children's 
Fund which has tapped the PNP as a partner 
for a book tackling cases of children under 
threat. “It means that institutions (like the 
UN) keep their trust in the PNB” he said. 

‘To effectively check corruption in the PNR 
Aglipay has proposed making the PNP Inter- 
та! Affairs Service “completely independent” 
from the PNP 

In separate hearings early this week, Agli- 
pay asked congressmen to pass a law that 
would make the IAS “completely indepen- 
dent.” 

Aglipay said this would enable the IAS to 
conduct more effective investigations of irreg- 
ularities within the police organization, in- 
cluding “lifestyle checks” of top PNP officials. 

The IAS has so far failed in its mandate, 
particularly in cases involving the PNP's top 
brass, considering that its findings are only 
*recommendatory" in nature. The final say is 
still with the PNP chief who decides whether 
to uphold or junk the IAS recommendation. 

Most of the IAS staff are active PNP officers. 
although its head, the inspector general, is a 
civilian, 

To remedy the situation, Aglipay said he 
had ordered the appointment of civilian 
deputies to the PNP5 office for comptroller- 
ship and for finance. "There will be more civil- 
ians assigned to critical (positions),” he said. 
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Underling gave Nayan 
kidnap gang head away 


A DISSIDENT member of the militant Islamic 
group that kidnapped three United Nations 
Workers, including a junior Filipino diplomat, 
in Afghanistan provided the tip that led to the 
arrest of the organization's leader, a Pakistani 
security official said Sunday. 

Syed Akbar Agha, a former Taliban front- 
line commander in Afghanistan who founded 
Jaish-al Muslimeen, or Army of Muslims, was 
captured in Karachi last week. The Pakistani 
government initially kept his seizure a secret 
in hopes that his interrogation could provide. 
leads on other suspects. 

On Sunday, the police chief in southern 
Sindh province, of which Karachi is the capi- 
tal, said Agha was arrested by intelligence 
agents on Dec. 3 during a raid on an apart- 
‘ment in the Guisha-e-Iqbal neighborhood. 

“At the time, his family was also detained, 
but they were freed on Dec. 9,” said Kamal 
Shah. He said Agha’s family had occupied the 
apartment for about eight months, 

Shah said Agha's real name was Abdul Karim 
Haqgani, according to a Pakistani national identi- 
ty card he was carrying, However, local residents 
Knew him as Mohammed Mustafa, he said. 

А security official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said a dissident member of Agha's 

. group provided the location of the apartment 
where the leader was living with his family. 

‘Armed men had seized Filipino diplomat An- 
gelito Nayan, Annetta Flanigan from Northern 


Ireland and Shqipe Hebibi of Kosovo on Oct. 28. 

‘The three were part of a UN team that pre- 
pared for and supervised the landmark Oct. 9 
presidential elections in Afghanistan. 

Philippine “foreign officials yesterday 
hailed the capture of Agha. 

“We are encouraged by the relentless pursuit 
versus terrorism; it һа once again succeeded. Ef- 
forts are paying off," said Undersecretary Jose 
Brillantes, who led the team that worked with 
UN and Afghan officials to win Nayan's freedom. 

"Itshows that the fight versus terrorism has 
to go on and we are encouraged by this suc- 
cess,” Brillantes added in an interview. 

"When he arrived in Manila on Nov. 25, 
Nayan, 34, was reluctant to give a description 
of his captors or specify where he, Flanigan 
and Hebibi had been dropped off in Kabul, ap- 
parently in deference to the pursuit opera- 
tions against their kidnappers. 

Nayan described their captors as "ruth- 
less," but said that they were treated well, 
even managing to wrangle a few concessions. 

"Generally speaking, 1 wouldn't say they 
were pretty kind, but they weren't cruel ei- 
ther. They gave in to some of our demands. 
Allinall, it could have been worse..." he said. 

Nayan has requested an extension of his 
six-month leave from the Department of For- 
eign Affairs which ended on Nov. 28. He is set 
to report for work in the middie of this month. 

TJ Burgonio; AP 


Search for missing crew halted 


ANCHORAGE—The search for six crew mem- 
bers, among them a Filipino, missing from a 
wrecked cargo ship in Alaska has been sus- 
pended, and authorities are focusing on the 
cleanup of spilled bunker fuel oil from the 
vessel, an official said on Saturday. 

‘With water temperatures around 6 degrees 
Celsius and the missing crewmen lacking sur- 
vival gear, chances for their survival are slim, said 
Marti Early, an Alaska Department of Environ- 
‘mental Conservation official working at the joint 
‘command post set up by the US Coast Guard. 
(See related story in The World, Page A10). 

"The active search has been suspended, bur 
they of course will continue to look as they go 
‘out and do other oil-related activity" Early said. 

The ship, the Malaysian-flagged Selendang 
‘Ayu, split into two pieces late Wednesday af- 


ter running aground off the coast of Unalaska, 
one of the Aleutian islands. The six crew 
members were lost when a Coast Guard heli- 
copter crashed during a rescue operation con- 
ducted under stormy conditions. 

‘The Filipino seaman was earlier identified 
аз Carlos Flores Santiago, 45. The other miss- 
ing crewmen were Indian nationals. 

"The 20 other members of the Selendang 
Ayu's crew and all the Coast Guard helicopter. 
crewmen were rescued. 

Late Friday, the ship's owner issued a state- 
ment about the end of the active search. 

“At this very sad moment, I am deeply ap- 
preciative for the many heroic efforts made by 
the men and women of the US Coast Guard,” 
said Peter Chew, group managing director for 
IMCShipping. Reuters 
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Festivaly costumed CEU dance troupe members 
strike a pote. nece 


"Tourists and park-goers enjoying the laid-back ambience of Luneta were treated 

хо a visual showcase of the heart and soul of the Filipino Christmas last Thursday, 

December 9, with the opening festivities of Paskong Pinoy, Pusong Pinay 2004. 
‘Led by the Department of Tourism and Globe Handyphone, the festival is а 

celebration of all things that make Christmas in the Philippines truly special. The 

renowned Manila sunset was upstaged by the parade of traditional lanterns along 

the roads leading to Rizal Park, where student dance troupes and cultural performers 

from various localities dazzled the audience with their stylized renditions of 

indigenous dances and unique holiday choreography. Colorful facets of local 

culture were represented by select performances highlighting popular festivals like 

the Higantes of Angono and the Angels Festival of San Rafael, Bulacan. 
‘Tourism secretary Joseph “Ace” Durano officially opened Paskong Pinoy, Pusong 

Pinoy with a few inspirational words. “The Philippines is known for having colorful 

Christmas traditions,” said Durano, “but the heart of the Christmas season is the chairman Richard Gordon recelves donated funds. 

generosity of the Filipino people.” from Tourism secretary Joseph "Абә” Ошан 
More than just a showcase of Filipino Christmas traditions, Paskong Pinoy, Pusong vv чу 

Pinoy embodies holiday spirit and goodwill, serving as a donation drive for the PINOY 

victims of typhoons “Winnie” and “Yoyong,” Philippine National Red Cross 

chairperson, the honorable Senator Richard Gordon, was on hand to witness the 

ceremonial turnover of proceeds from the DOT- and Globe-led program, and 

initiated the lighting of the 42-foot Pinoy Christmas Tree, which was adorned by 

lanterns symbolizing pledges from individuals and donor corporations. Providing 

a befittingly solemn end to the program was the Ramon Obusan Folkloric Dance 

Company, who performed excerpts of Nativity re-enactments from all over the 

Philippines. 


Tho Mananayaw ng Makati troat he. 
‘audience to stunning holiday aye candy 


‘Senator and Philippine National Red Cross. 


Globe Handyphone is proud to be part of the 
DOT's international campaign to promote tourism and 
social responsibility, With its complete array of 
international mobile services such as text, MMS, and 
the affordable $0.40 a minute IDD rate, as well as its 
extensive nationwide coverage and over 150 international 
roaming destinations, Globe links the global Filipino 
community and furthers the DOT's vision of making great things possible for 
Filipinos through tourism and beyond. 
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Rita Nisperos and. 
‘Secretary Durano seal the Globe-DOT partnership, 
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а 
Higher 
oil 
prices 
seen 


CONSUMERS should 
be prepared for pos- 
sible oil price spikes 
as the Organization 
of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (Opec) 
decided last week го 
cut production by 
one million barrels 
per day. 

‘The Department of 
Energy (DOE) yester- 
day warned that the 
output cut could re- 
sult in further volatili 
tyin world oil prices. 

While the DOE did 
not categorically say 
that this would readi- 
ly translate to higher 
local pump prices, it 
advised consumers to 
use petroleum prod- 
ucts efficiently as in- 
ternational market 
prices remained un- 
predictable. 

“We would contin- 
ue to monitor devel- 
opments both in the 
world and local oil 
markets,” said the 
DOE in a statement 
yesterday. 

The — 11-member 
Opec decided at its 
Dec. 10 meeting in 
Cairo, Egypt, to lower 
production to 27 mil- 
lion barrels per day 
by Jan. 1, 2008, from 
the current 28 million. 
barrels per day. 

Opec cited the 
need to arrest the 
downward trend in 
world oil prices as 
the reason for decid- 
ing on the output cut. 

Abigail L. Ho 
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ЕР] in coma; next 
72 hours crucial 


From page Al 


Her cell phone had been turned off since 
early morning. 

Throughout his movie career spanning 
more than half a century, Poe—Ronald Allan 
Poe in real life—often portrayed the role of 
the underdog who overcame the toughest of 
odds to emerge victorious in the end. 


‘Still comatose’ 

The question that gripped millions of 
moviegoers around the country yesterday 
‘was: Will their film hero win this, the biggest 
fight of his life? 

"Poe was brought to the hospital at about 11:30 
p.m. on Saturday after he complained of feeling 
dizzy while in the middle of a dinner party with 
his movie staff and friends at his studio on San 
Francisco del Monte Avenue in Quezon City. 

"Right now he is critically ill. He is still co- 
‘matose,” neurologist Dr. Anastacio Aquino 
told reporters yesterday noon. “It may take at 
least 72 hours for us to say anything more." 

Aquino denied reports by some of Poe's vis- 
itors, including his friends, that the actor had 
suffered a series of strokes after he was 
brought to the hospital. 

"Don't believe those things,” the doctor told 
the Inquirer. "He suffered only one stroke.” 

Poe was placed on life support at about 4 
pam. yesterday, according to Susan Tagle, the 
actor's longtime assistant. 

“Susan is calm,” former actress Anabel Ra- 
ma told the Inquirer in Filipino in an inter- 
view, referring to Poe's wife. “I heard the doc- 
tor explain to her that they still have to deter- 
mine if an operation should be performed on 
Ronnie. The doctor told her Ronnie has a 
blood clot in the lower part of his brain." 

‘Rama said she heard the news that Poe had 
suffered a stroke at 2:30 a.m. yesterday. 

“I saw him being wheeled ... to the ICU,” 
Rama said. "His right arm was moving, but he 
did mot appear to be conscious. He was 
breathing through an oxygen mask." 


Vigil at Room 336 

Movie personaltes steamed into the hospital 
through the day to be dose to the stricken actor. 

Poe was already unconscious when his wife 
arrived at his bedside at the hospital at about 
12:30 a.m. Sunday, a witness said. She was 
composed and seemed to serve as a reassur- 
ing presence to relatives and close friends, the 
witness added. 

“Mr. FPJ is still comatose,” Escudero said at 
a press conference, breaking the grim news. 
“According to his doctor, there was a clot or 
blockage in his vertebral stem in the head, 

“The affected area is the right hemisphere 
of his brain," he added. "According to the doc- 
tor, this condition occurs suddenly.” 

А team of doctors led by Aquino, a long- 
time acquaintance of the Poes, was conduct- 
ing a battery of ests on the actor. 

"The treatment being administered is that he 
is being trumbulized or his veins and arteries are 
being pumped so nothing bad will happen to 
him,” Escudero said. "He is responding to medi- 
cation but he isin a (comatose) condition." 


Call for prayers 

Poe's allies organized a vigil at the nearby 
Christ The King seminary compound. 

Stressing that the coming hours were im- 
portant, Escudero said: "We are asking for 
prayers.” 

He said that during the party, a friend asked 
Poe about the presidential electoral protest he 
had filed in the Supreme Court, 

During the dinner, the actor was bubbly 
and visibly in his element, friends said. 


Nosign of illness 

"We were drinking and eating. We were оп 
our second beers and the conversation was 
lively.” Escudero said, recalling the moment 
before the actor fell ill 

Escudero said 20-30 people were at the 
party which began at about 9 p.m, 

Dishes of beef, pork and fish were served. 
“He (Poe) didn’t eat pork," an aide said. 

“Walang lechon baboy (No roasted pig),” 
Escudero said. 


Strong constituency 

A source in the Poe camp claimed the actor 
was into his fourth beer when he complained 
of dizziness. 

Escudero said there had been no signs that 
Poe was suffering from any illness "He has a 
strong constituency ... He has returned to 
training after the 90-day campaign.” 

Escudero said Poe had no prior medical con- 
dition that could explain his falling il. “Не is not 
even taking maintenance medicine,” he said. 

Asked by journalists if Poe was drinking 
Saturday night, Escudero said this could not 
be related to what happened. “Please, let us 
not link the two," he said, 

"He's hanging in there,” said Sen. Francis 
Pangilinan on leaving the ICU with his wife, 
actress Sharon Cuneta, at 7:15 p.m, 

A doctor curtly said: "Ав of now, his condi- 
tion isnot good.” 

‘Another source said that a few days ago, 
the actor fell to his knees while playing with 
the child of actress Sheryl Cruz and had com- 
plained of dizziness, 

Some reporters who covered Poe's presi- 
dential campaign had seen him take a puff or 
two of menthol cigarettes during evening 
breaks and after private dinners, 

If certain accounts were to be believed, 
Poe, known for his drinking prowess in his 
younger years, had drinking bouts supposed- 
iy lasting until sunrise. 

His known favorite beverage is San Miguel 
beer, of which he was one of the most success- 
fulendorsers. 
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Get the chance to erase P100,000, 
P250,000, P500,000 


or even P1,000,000 
from your Happy Family Housing Loan! 


MECHANICS: 


1. А clients who avail of a BPI Family Savings Bank Happy Family Housing Loan, for a minimum loan. 
‘amount of P400,000, from July 1 to December 15, 2004 will be entitled to а raffle ticket. Loan 
availments coursed through any BPI, ВРІ Family Savings Bank Branch, Express Banking Center or 
Business Center nationwide or through ВР! Express Online are qualified to join the promo. 


2. There will be one raffle ticket number for every loan booked. The raffle ticket number will correspond 
чо the loan account number. 


3, To qualify for the promo, the purpose of the loan should be any of the following: 
*' Purchase of Lot, House and Lot, Townhouse or Residential Condominium 
* House Construction 
* Home Renovation 
= Refinancing of existing loan with other banks 
* Multipurpose Loan 


4. There will be three draws and one Grand Draw wherein client's loan will be erased up to P1 Million. 
‘Non-winning loan accounts are still qualified in the succeeding draws. The draw dates are as follows: 


First Олам: September 10, 2004 (Friday) 
Second Draw : October 8, 2004 (Friday) 

Third Drew. : November 10, 2004 (Wednesday)** 
Grand Draw : December 23, 2004 (Thursday) 


- cutoff dates: July 1 to August 31, 2004 

- cut-off dates: July 1 to September 30, 2004 
ол-о dates: July 1 to October 31, 2004 

+ cutoff dates: July 1 to December 15, 2004 


The prizes are as follows: 


dst Draw 
2nd Draw 
3rd Draw 


3 winners of P100,000,00 each, tax-free, to be applied to the principal balance 
- 2 winners ol P250,000.00 each, taxfree, to be applied to the principal balance. 

1 winner of P500,000.00, tax-ree, to be applied to the principal balance. * 
Grand Draw - 1 winner of P1.0 Million, tax-free, to be applied to the entire Icon, * 


“їп the event that the outstanding balance of the winner is les than the prize amount, he difference wil 
be credited to the winner's seulement account. 


5. АП eligible accounts must be n current status as of raffle draw date to be included in the raffle. 
6. Each account number may win only once during the entire promo period. 
7. Winners will be notified through registered mail and will be published in leading newspapers. 


8. All employees of the Unibank, its subsidiaries, is advertising and promo agencies and their relatives 
tp to the second degree of consanguinity/alfinity are disqualified to join this promo. 


9, Prizes are neither transferable nor convertible to cash. 


10, Taxes on prizes exceeding P10,000 will be shouldered by BP! Family Savings Bonk, 


ї1.1п cases of dispute, the decision of BPI Family Savings Bank, with the concurrence of OTI, shall be 
deemed final. 
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Promo runs from July 1 to December 15, 2004 only! Сай 845-6888 or 89-100 
Log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 3 
Visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center Nationwide. 


For provincial inquiries, call our Business Centers: Dagupan (075) 22-0372 to 73 
* San Femando, Pampanga (045) 961-4672, 963-5524 * Lipa (043) 757-1000 to 02 
+" cebu (032) 231-3395 13097 = Bacolod (034) 433-8032 to $3 + Iloilo (033) 337-0613 
чо 14 * Davao (082) 235-3558 to 60 * Cagayan de Oro (08822) 726-067 | 929 


Apply for a Happy Family Housing Loan now and enjoy A 
low monthly amortization, fast approvals and expert loan advice. 


© 
Дл HAPPY FAMILY 
HOUSING LOAN 


It's All in the Family! 
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Bomb explodes at GenSan market ‘Low-profile’ Santa teaches 
From page Al the city’s efforts to attract in- Eduardo Вей, Rosalinda 


enden ate eee, Miu pupils true holiday spirit 


the Abu Sayyaf to bombthecity. Catapang Jr. said that as early as Sen, Richard Gordon, chair of the x 
“I don't want to speculate at Friday his men had received are- Philippine National Red Cross told From page Al butalso the bad thoughtsthat cause able age. Of course, as they grow 
thispointon any group that could port from an informant that there Фе Ingumen last night that the Red 4to 6-year-olds, opened his Gold- that light to fade. Now letssee how older they find out that everything 
be behind the attack because wasaplantoburnthemarket. Cross had brought 50 bags of blood ел Book and read out in Filipino: уоп fare in my Golden Book.” was staged, but "they still get the 
there are so many rebel groups Catapang said another village to the hospitals. An additional 60 “Good morning, children. I ‘What followed was St. Nicks message of St. Nicholas," said a 
operating in the city" he said. 18 official, Quintin Catolico, reported bagswillbe made available, hesaid. come from the heavens .. with “roll call” of the students, calling smiling Tony Montemayor, a Wal- 
too premature to pin the blame Ње alleged plot to city police Chief Gordon said Fr Louie this message from Mother Mary: each to his side and announcing dorf parent who also volunteers as 
on any particular group at this Supt. Wille Dangane, who had Fuentestina,amemberoftheRed ‘The Christ is about to be born, how each had behaved—or misbe- school development officer. 
tithe.” sent policementothe market, Стос board in the city, had per- and he will need clothes for the haved—in class and at play (Of 51. Nick also visits the higher 
TES formed the last rites on some of cold, dark nights, But the clothes course, the man playing St. Nick grades on that day but, Mon- 
Plan to burn market Names of victims the fatalities, Tve made for him still lack basedhisGoldenBookontheTitas temayor said, "he only passes by 
But Mayor Pedro Acharon dis- — Killed at the blast site were In April 2002, 14 people were warmth, the kind of warmth that actualevaluation ofher wards.) the classrooms and leaves at each 
missed talk that the attack was Erning Plasabas, Renato Kausing killed while more than 60 others children can give through love’ — — Onebeyforexamplegotapat door а sack” containing gifts, 
the work of terrorist groups. Не andastill unidentified female, мете wounded when a bomb ex- — "Thats why I came to see you, on the back for being “sweet pouches of charcoal, and a scroll. 
said he had received reports that Five-year-old Nico Plomeda, ploded at the Filmart shopping and along the way I found (malambing) and helpful” to his’ Тһе charcoal represents the 
two groups of stall owners were Кокта Adam, Joselyn Befias and center here. Ruprecht,” St. Nick said, referring to classmates, But he was also re- Бай habits that the student must 
fighting forcontrol ofthe market. Tomasa Villaber died while being Тһе attack was blamed on the the beggarly being beside him. “I, minded to “always clean up" after overcome: the mote charcoal, the 
"We have been on alert be- treated att. Elizabeth Hospital. Abu Sayyaf, but security officials found him sleeping in the bushes, eating and to stop being “a cryba- naughtier he/she has been. The 
cause we leamed abouta plan to Those who died at General say the JI planned, financed and woke him up lest he miss Christmas, by (palasumbong)." scroll will be read out by the 
burn the market four days ago,” Santos Doctors Hospital were directedtheattack, — Withare- andtookhimalonginmyjoumey One ofthe girls got admired for teacher in the same way that St. 
he told reporters. "This will hurt Divina Panaligan, Degoy Sabilita, port from Reuters “I see the light in your hearts... being “a fast runner” but St. Nick Nick recited from his book before 
hoped she would only be so“out- the kindergarten bunch. 
side, not inside, the classroom.” "Getting their charcoal, that's 
Another pupil got a mixed re- the fun part for the students be- 
view: “Very quiet in class, quite a cause they compare it with what 
loner, but helps around, especially they or their classmates got last 
‘hen its time to clean up thetoys” year," Montemayor said. 
Overwhelmed by the goings-on, 
а boy who got called halfway Playful but profound 
through the roll call broke into a It’s not surprising to find such 
loud cry when asked to come for- playful yet profound campus ac- 
ward. Tita had to step she tivities at Waldorf, an interna- 
wrappedhiminanembraceamdas- tionally accredited private school 


6. m sured him that St. Nickmeantwell, operating since 1994 in a middle- 
SSMS A ER Another boy fidgeted in his seat class enclave on Vinzons Street, 


' ~| when called by the mysterious visi- Heroes Hills, in Quezon City. 
RIPLE к= - = -| torwho seemed privy to all the stu- Adhering to the Waldorf edu- 
dents’ virtues and dark secrets. But cation system that originated in 
PR OMO [А fedlrteyespedalyaferwoof Germany in 1919 shortly after 
a his female seatmates rose and took World War I, the lone Philippine 


him gently by the arm, egging him campus is one of the over 700 
to conquer his fears. "Waldorf schools operating in over 
Stylus Pro 9600 ‘After the evaluation, each child 50 countries worldwide, 
hyi в received two gifts from St. Nick: a Located on a 3,0005m. lot, 
111.76 cms. (44°) width L— Stylus Pro 4000 golden nut (this year, a pili nut the school currently has some 200 
Stylus Pro 7600 - 5 painted in gold was used) that students from kindergarten to 
60.96 cms. (24*) width T8 could be worn asa pendant, anda Grade 8, and also runs a parent ed- 
d handful of gift-wrapped cookies, — ucation program wherein parents 
Before leaving, St. Nickasked the report three days a week together 
class to sing a religious hymn “that with their kids. 
will help me carry the love you offer Ofthe many praises heaped on the 
to Mama Mary” Ruprecht, who said school one major aspect sets f apart 
nothing during the whole exercise, from other regular leaming institutes: 
followed him out of the room. Is са are discouraged бот 
watching TV or using computers 
Change of heart. The school believes in what 
The experience, likely tobe un- Montemayor called "age-appropti- 
forgettable, is meant to teach the ate” methods of teaching. The cur- 
Waldorf kids that Christmas calls _riculum goes way beyond the three 
for a change of heart, not just an Rs and instead immerses the stu- 
exchange of presents, according dents in self-learning sessions 
toa school official. through art or music, gardening or 
"To have a Santa’ Claus around handicraft making. Social skills 
"would be too commercial. We want and self-confidence are built 
togobacktothebasicsandteachthe through play and group games. 
children the true essence of Christ- " © 
mas, rather than highlight gift-giv- Inside, not outside 
ing? said Mary Joan Fajardo, co. — Butwhyshun TV? 
founder of Waldorf Philippines. Watching television "can weak- 
Fajardo said the activity was еп the child's imagination,” Wal- 
based on a "legend" about St. dorfteacher Rowena Miral-Sy con- 
Nicholas, a bishop who lived in tended. “We want them to rely on 
270-300 BC in what is now Turkey, their own imagination, like when 
Epson ‘and who inspired the more popu- solving problems or storytelling.” 


| lus 70; 5300. lar Santa Claus after devotion to Co-teacher Edelvita Anonat 
zi Su the saint spread to the United "We want the TV to be 


( Epson ( Epson |= 


Aculaser C900, pate D, 
T 


States in the 17th century. that is inside their 


In the legend, Ruprecht repre- minds, not outside 
sents “the rough, animal side” of Montemayor further noted: 
people that St. Nick managed то “Kids get so much inputs and 
tame, "the balance between the stimuli coming from TV too much 
good and the bad," she said. for their age. They would rather 
‘The golden nut “tells us that leam through play than by be- 
even though we are hard on the coming couch potatoes.” 
outside, we can find something In Montemayor’s opinion as a 
soft and good inside us if we parent, introducing the children to 
would only crack the hardshell.” the “low-key” St. Nicholas rather 
"The cookies (sometimes oranges) than the telegenie Santa Claus is an 
Stylus Pro 4000 -P 119,995 | 2 Units Stylus Сх5300  - P 10,995 / per unit are simply the “rewards? forthe kids “extension” of the same philosophy. 
for staying nice, not naughty. ‘According to Waldorf, St. Nicholas 
Stylus Pro 7600 -P 182,995 | 1 Unit Aculaser C900_- P 29,995 | ва аита Gui o£ hee) 
i К Сһагсоа! wisdom" and Santa Claus, “a more 
E " 8 Xie us, 
Stylus Pro 9600  -P 299,995 | 1 Unit Aculaser C900 -Р 36,995 Ramee ay ad: Esc сак ы Sere eee 

rival is "never announced” to the "Опе can understand how he 
| Exclusive Distributor: cass, and the identity of the actor (Santa) arose in our more materi- 
Ce ee MAUI (cither a volunteer parent of one of alistic, secular age, and one can 
G Computer Graphics, Inc. Tel. Nos.: (632) 725-4376 to 77 • 722-6425 722-4750 + Fax: 725-4908 + 725-4375 the Waldorf students in the higher hold him in a positive way for the 
каира анар classes or a total outsider) goes un- sake of the children who love him 
DEALERS: CBX Corp. Tel. no.: (032) 231-4369 - Digital Interfac 51 to 56+ Globis Tel, по: (02) 740-5751 revealed, Fajardo said. so, but one can also create a place 
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inco Link Technologies Tel. no.: (02) 893-4103 + Ynzal Marketing Tol. no.: (02) 373-2232 their young, highly impression- Nicholas to the children,” it said, 
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Experience a dazzling and Colorful Christmas with the world-famous Lantern Festival from Zigong, China. 
|" Enjoy Breathtaking Entertainment with performances by the China Youth Acrobatic Troupe (nightly, 7 & 9 pm). 


27 November 2004 to 09 January 2005 
Boom na Boom Grounds, CCP Complex 
Open from 4.00 p.m. to 12,00 mn. (weekdays) | 4.00 p.m. onwards (weekends) 
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Ukraine opposition leader 
likely poisoned, doctors say 


KIEV—Ukraine’s presidential election 
lit up Saturday with a doctor's report 
that opposition leader Viktor 
‘Yushchenko was likely poisoned, in a 
stunning disclosure two weeks before 
a rerun vote that he is increasingly 
likely to win. 

The news drew no immediate reaction 
from Yushchenko's rival Viktor Yanukovich, 
who was on a campaign stump in pro-Russian 
regions of southeastern Ukraine ahead of the 
Dec. 26 vote. 

But analysts said the report could help 
Yushchenko claim power, finally resolving 
this former Soviet republic's worst political 
crisis since its independence in 1991, 

Western-leaning Yushchenko has alleged 
repeatedly that he was poisoned ahead of the 
first round of voting on Oct. 31. His face be- 
came disfigured and he was forced into an 
‘Austrian hospital in critical condition with in- 
ternal bleeding. 

The medical chief of the Rudolfinerhaus clin- 
ie in Vienna said that tests showed Yushchenko 
had suffered from dioxin poisoning—a toxin in 
the Agent Orange defoliant widely used by the 
United States during the Vietnam war. 

“There is no doubt about the fact that the 
disease has been caused by a case of poison- 
ing by dioxin,” said Michael Zimpfer. 

"We have found levels of dioxin in the body 
caused by oral ingestion,” he told a news eon- 
ference at the private clinic. "We suspect a cause 
triggered by a third party” Zimpfer said the din- 
ies conclusion was based on skin changes and 
tests on blood and tissue samples. 

Thereport met with silence from Yanukovich's 
camp and drew no comment from outgoing 
President Leonid Kuchma, who had initially 
groomed his prime minister for power. 

Buc in Washington, a State Department 
spokesperson said the United States was 
“deeply concerned about these findings” and 
urged Ukrainian authorities to investigate. 

Ukraine's public prosecutors office re- 
opened its investigation following the an- 
nouncement by Yushchenko's doctors in Vien 
na, Interfax news agency reported. 

In October their investigation concluded 
Yushchenko was suffering from a fever 


Bush healthy 
but laments 
weight gain 


BETHESDA, Md.—US President George W. 
Bush was declared to be in “superior” health 
after his annual physical exam on Saturday 
but lamented a weight gain he blamed on 
months of campaign travel. 

"Although I think the doctor püt out a re- 
port that shows me to be physically fit m 

still able to get on the. 
stress test—I'm a lit- 
Че overweight,” he 
said. "Therefore, 1 
fully intend to lose 
some inches off my 
waistline and pounds 
off my frame, But 
other than that, 1 feel 
great.” 

Bush, 58, said it 
was clear he had just 
gone through a cam- 
paign after ће 
Stepped on the seale 

during his exam at the National Naval Medi- 
cal Center in the Washington suburb of 
Bethesda, Maryland. 

“Tve obviously have gone through a cam- 
paign where I probably ate too many dough- 
nurs, if you get my drift,” he said. 

“My New Year's resolution has become ap- 
parent by getting on the scales." The nearly 6- 
foot Bush weighs just shy of 91 kg. His weight 
had crept up from 88 kg at his last physical in 
August 2003. 

Although many people often remark on 
Bush's fitness, his weight gain gives him a 
body mass index of 27, putting him in the cat- 
egory of the more than 60 pereent of Ameri- 
cans who are overweight. A body mass index 
of 25 or above is considered overweight. 

But Bush's blood pressure and pulse were 
in a very healthy range, in keeping with his 
fitness habits of working out six times per 
week. 

А team of 10 doctors led by Dr, Richard 
‘Tubb, Bush's personal physician, and Dr. Ken- 
meth Cooper, head of the Cooper Aerobics 
Center, issued a statement saying they "find 
him to be fit for duty and have every reason- 
able expectation that he will remain fit for du- 
ty for the duration of his presidency." 

The doctors described Bush's health as being 
Inthe top fifth percentile fora man his age, 

Blaborating on the physical exam, White 
House spokesperson Claire Buchan said, 
"They determined that he is іп superior health 
overall fora man his age.” Reuters 


caused by a virus that affected his liver. 

Analysts said the poisoning disclosure 
could deliver a fatal blow to Yanukovich’s 
chances in the upcoming vote, staged as a re- 
run ofa flawed Nov. 21 runoff election. 

“This helps Yushchenko and will seriously 
hurt his opponent, although it will be difficult 
to prove that he was involved," said political 
analyst Volodymyr Malinkovich. 

"I before I thought that Yushchenko would 
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win 52 percent of the vote, now I think that it 
is more likely to rise to 60," he said. 

Yushchenko charged again Friday that he 
was convinced that he was poisoned in a po- 
litical vendetta launched by a ruling elite that 
was frightened of losing its hold on power. 

“7 believe now more and more that what 
happened to me was an act of a settling of po- 
litical scores," he told reporters. "The aim was 
to kill me." AFP 


YUSHCHENKO before and after his myster 
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Washington P Post: US spying on ElBaradei Weather stalls 
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"WASHINGTON—US President 
George W. Bush's administration has 
listened in on phone calls between 
Mohamed ElBaradei and Iranian 
diplomats, seeking ammunition to 
oust ElBaradei as head of the UN nu- 
clear watchdog agency, the Washing- 
ton Post said Sunday. 

“The intercepted calls have not 
produced any evidence of nefarious 
conduct by ElBaradei," the Post said, 
quoting three unnamed US officials 
who had read the transeripts. 

"Some people think he sounds way 
too soft on the Iranians, but thats 
about it,” one official was quoted as 
saying. 

The United States wants the UN In- 
temational Atomic Energy Agency, 
which ElBaradei heads, to report Iran 
to the UN Security Council for possible 
sanctions over what Washington says is 
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a covert nuclear weapons program. 

But ElBaradei says the "jury is still 
out" on whether Tehran's program is 
peaceful or not, 

‘The Egyptian diplomat, 62, also 
earned the ire of Washington by ques- 
tioning US intelligence on Iraq, The 
Bush administration opposes his win- 
ning a third term in 2005 as IAEA chief. 

‘The official US posit 
of international organizations should 
not serve more than two terms, as El- 
Baradei will have done by next year. 

‘Washington has no clear candidate 
to replace him but is nevertheless 
"searching for material" to support its 
argument that he should step down, 
the Post said. 

"Anonymous accusations against 
ElBaradei made by US officials in re- 
cent weeks are part of an orchestrat- 
ей campaign” to oust him, the paper 
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"These accusations include an un- 
proven charge that ElBaradei with- 
held damning evidence on Iran's ac- 
tivities from the IAEA board, it noted. 
Washington's top favorite to re- 
place EiBaradel is Australian Foreign 
Minister Alexander Downer, but he 
has been unwilling to challenge the 
IAEA chief, the Post said. 
The deadline for submi 
native candidates, Dec. 31, is fast ap- 


“Our original strategy was to get 
‘Alex Downer to throw his hat in the 
ring, but we couldn't" a US policy 
maker told the Post. "Anyone in poli- 
tics will tell you that you can't beat. 
somebody with nobody but we're go- 
ing to try o disprove that.” 
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efforts to contain 
Alaska spill 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska—About 150 people 
have been sent to an Aleutian island to try to 
clean up fuel oil streaming from a wrecked 
cargo ship, but harsh weather has kept most 
from the spill site, federal and state officials 
said on Saturday, 

‘Authorities earlier said they had called off the 
search for six missing crew members, who were 
mot wearing cold-water survival gear, and ef- 
forts were now concentrated on preventing en- 
vironmental damage in a sensitive area impor- 
tant to marine mammals, sea birds and fish, 

Ап aerial survey found ой leaking from both 
halves ofthe severed cargo ship, which ground- 
ей off the western coast of Unalaska Island on 
‘Wednesday, officials said. But responders have 
been unable to board the wreckage for inspec- 
tions, and have just begun to seal off important 

salmon-spawning 
streams, 

“We're working in a 
remote area with diffi- 
cult weather right 
now,” said US Coast 
Guard Capt, Ron Mor- 
ris, the federal on- 
‘scene coordinator. 

“It seems to be 
stopping some of the 
progress that wed 
like to make to get on 
scene, It’s very diffi- 
cultto plan and to ex- 
ecute if you can't get 
out there and the 
weather keeps your 
helicopters ground- 
Ж ed,” he said. Reuters 


said, quoting “several senior policy- 
makers” who spoke on condition of 
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US plane bombs Mosul rebels 


‘MOSUL, Iraq—A US aircraft dropped a quar- 
ter-ton (500 Ib) bomb on the northern Iraqi 
city of Mosul on Saturday after guerrillas at- 
tacked a US patrol that was trying to capture 
an insurgent arms dump, a military 
spokesperson said. 

The powerful blast shook the west of the 
city. There was an “unknown number of ene- 
my casualties" and eight soldiers were slightly 
wounded, Lt. Col. Paul Hastings said. 

Insurgents had set off a car bomb and then 
‘opened fire with rifles, rocket-propelled grenades 
and mortars on the unit that moved on the arms 
cache. Troops later destroyed the weapons. 

Earlier in the day in the city, where the Sun- 

i Arab insurgency has been particularly ac- 

inother car bomb ex- 

ploded near a US military convoy wounding 

at least two passersby, witnesses and the US 
army said. 

Three high-ranking Iraqi police officers 
and seven Iraqi National Guardsmen were 
among those killed in other violence across 
the country. 


‘The Guardsmen were killed in the town 
of Hit in western Iraq when gunmen am- 
bushed their minibus, Capt. Ahmad Jassem 
of the US-backed force said. Three others 
were wounded. 

In southern Baghdad, gunmen assassinat- 
ed a police brigadier and a colonel, a police 
source said. Near the northern town of Ash 
Sharqat a police colonel was one of two offi 
cers Killed in an ambush. Three others, in- 
cluding a colonel, were wounded. 

А car bomb exploded in the center of the 
ethnically divided northern oil capital of 
Kirkuk, badly damaging a US Humvee patrol 
vehicle and wounding two soldiers and an in- 
terpreter, the US military said. The wounded 
were in a stable condition. 

Security officials and civil servants have be- 
come prime targets for insurgents opposed to 
the US military occupation and to Iraqis 
working for the US-backed authorities. There 
are fears violence may increase before an 
election on Jan. 30. 

А bomb damaged an office for election 
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workers in the town of Zab, southwest of 
Kirkuk, wounding a civilian, police said. 

Four employees of the Education Ministry 
were wounded when the bus taking them to 
work in Baghdad was raked by gunfire. 

A civilian motorist was wounded on the 
main highway between Hilla and Kerbala, 
south of the capital, when a roadside bomb 
went off, missing a convoy of National 
Guards, police said. 

In Kirkuk, US troops and Iraqi police sealed 
off the area where the car bomb exploded. 
M/Sgt. Robert Powell, a spokesperson for US 
forces in the area, said it was believed to have 
been remotely detonated and not a suicide 
bomb attack. 

Close to the same spot, the provincial gov- 
emor of Kirkuk survived an assassination bid 
when а car bomb exploded near his convoy a 
month ago on Nov. 11. At least 16 people 
were wounded. 

‘Tension has risen in Kirkuk between Arabs, 
Kurds and Turkish-speaking Turkmen since Sad- 
dam Hussein was toppled lastyear. Reuters 


Contract killers 
targeting troops, 
says commander 


SYDNEY Contract killers are being paid a 
bounty of USS5O to target coalition troops in 
Iraq, Australia's military commander in the 
Middle East said Sunday. 

In an interview with the Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper, Air Commodore Greg Evans said 
leaders of the Iraqi insurgency had turned to 
foreign hitmen in their battle against the US- 
led coalition. 

“This isa difficult adversary the insurgency 
is not a coherent force,” Evans told the news- 
paper. 

“We are seeing zealots brought in from out- 
side Iraq and paid US$50 for contract killings. 
‘These forces are a general threat to the coali- 
tion.” 

Evans, who took command of Australian 
troops in Iraq three weeks ago, also said 
the insurgency was likely to intensify 
ahead of elections scheduled for the end of 
January. 

He said he expected a “campaign of mi 
der" by insurgents. 

“They will use every odious mechanism 
available to them, and that means violence,” 
he said. 

Australia has about 900 military per- 
sonnel in and around Iraq and was one of 
the original “coalition of the willing" part- 
ners that joined last year's US-led inva- 
sion. 

‘The Australian contingent has so far suf- 
fered no fatalities in Iraq. 


THE Daty 


Monday, December 13, 2004 
3rd Week of Advent 

Ist Reading: Num 24:27, 15-17 

Gospel: Mt 21:23-27 

Jesus had entered the Temple and was 
teaching when the chief priests, the teachers. 
ofthe Law and rhe Jewish authorities came to 
him and asked, "What authority have you to 
act like this? Who gave you authority to do all 
this?” 

Jesus answered them, “I will also ask you a 
‘question, only one. And if you give me an an- 
эмет, then 1 will tell you by what authority L 
do these things. When John began to baptize, 
was it a work of God, or was it merely some- 
thing human?" 

They reasoned out among themselves, “If 
we reply that it was a work of God, he will 
say: Why, then, did you not believe him? And 
if we say: The baptism of John was merely 
something human, beware of the ре 
since ай hold John as а prophe." So they an 
swered Jesus, "We do not know.” 

‘And Jesus said to them, "Neither will 1 tell 
you by what right do these things.” 
Commentary 

St. Jerome (с. 340-420) wrote, “The Lord 
could have confuted them... by a simple an- 
зет but He put a question to them of such 
Skillful contrivance, that they must be con- 
demned either by ther silence or their knowl- 
edge.” And St, John Chrysostom (347-407) 
added, "Even if He had told them, it would have. 
profited nothing, because the darkened will 
cannot perceive the things that are of the light 
For we ought to instruct the one who inquires; 
but the one who is only testing we ought (о. 
overthrow by a stroke of reasoning, and пог to 
reveal to him the power ofthe mystery." 

It's a very wonderful thing to read the in- 
sights of those who lived many centuries before 
us. We can do so because of the scholarship of 
countless people through the centuries. We are 
never alone when we read the Scriptures; they 
are u sacred heritage passed on to God's people. 
of every century. I's sometimes said that we 
stand on the shoulders of those who have gone 
before. Often, 1 think, we only cling to their 
coattails. 1 love to quote them, because it 
makes clear that we stand in an ancient tradi 
tion and the insights of ll the ages are ours to 
have, as far aswe are capable of tem. T. 
wrote, "There never was a time, 1 believe, 
those who read at all read so many more books 
by living authors than books by dead authors; 
there never was atime so completely parochial, 
so shut off from the past.” 
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Pro-independence Chen loses Taiwan poll ERENS 


at affordable price 


‘TAIPEI—The pro-independence party The party of Generalissimo Chiang wan's policymaking Mainland Affairs peace with his opponents. 
of Taiwan President. Chen Shui-bian Kai-shek that fled the mainland in 1949 Council and а member of Chen's party, "Тһе end of the election should be HAND PALLET TRUCK 
suffered a surprise defeat in weekend and is committed to some form of re- said the DPP needed toreviewits strategy. е beginning of reconciliation and co- Lifting Capacity. 2.5 8 3.0 tons. 
legislative elections that could ease ten- unification emerged the biggest winner, “I think mainland China will see this operation,” Chen said on Saturday as 
sions with China but paralyze govern- taking 79 seats, up from 68 in 2001. election resultas a sign that there isstilla the extent of the opposition victory be- 
ment on the democratic island. Overall, the opposition alliance took political force in Taiwan that can restrain came: clear. Reuters 

Without a clear mandate in parlia- 114 of the 225 seats. А апі наты Shui-bian's Chi- 
ment, Chen will find it hard to push. ‘The DPP remained the single largest па policy," Chiu said. к 
through his plan to write a new consti- party but gained only two seats forato- Analysts in Taiwan agreed that BUY & SELL: " 
tution and thus enshrine his ambitions tal of 89. Along with its hardline pro-in- the increasingly strident tone of pro- 
totransform thestatus of theisland that dependence ally, the Taiwan Solidarity independence parties toward the Sef the Maximum Value 
China claims as a renegade province. Union, they control just 101 seats. end of the election campaign may 

“Taiwan voters have clearly chosen Апу form of French-style cohabitation have scared voters who in March RES = PLATFORM 
to put the brakes on the pan-green isunlikelybecausethetwohavelongbeen had reelected Chen as president—if TRUCK 
camp," the China Times said in a Sun- bitterly opposed and their leaders are only by the slimmest of margins. 
day editorial, referring to the color of barely on speaking terms. The deadlockis — "Chen Shui-bian should take full 
Chen's Democratic Progressive Party. likely to frustrate Chen's politcal aimsand responsibility for the DPP loss. He 

"Rather than saying most voters voted | slow the drive to independence. appeared too reckless, he said too 
forpan-blue, we should say they opted to “China and the United States will be much, too quickly” said high 
maintain stability” isd. The opposition breathing a sigh of temporary relief,” school teacher Cheng Mei-chu. “Al Diamondsources, inc. JUSTIC CORPORATION 
Nationalists, or Kuomintang, fought the said Zhu Feng, head ofthe international those things he said during the Sek ivit ma ожа aa aote. 
election under a blue flag алб оп а mani- security program at Peking University. campaign made me very nervous.” Monday -Friday by Appointment Tel. Nos: 241-5237 242-2048 to 49 « 313-0773 
festo more conciliatory toward Beijing. Chiu Tai-san, a vice chairman of Tai- Chen was swift to try to make 
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My machine goes through big loads 
like | go through cake. 

1 guess when it comes to appetite, 
I've finally met my match. 


BURMA NOVICE 

A Buddhist novice walks through the 
grounds of a temple in the Burma town of. 
Bago Dec. 11. One of the most isolated and 
closed countries in the world on account of 
its military government, Burma is famous as 
ahaven for Buddhist spirituality untainted by 
modern Western influence. палав 


US, Japan agreed 
on joint plan on 
possible Korea 
war, says report 


TOKYO—Japan and the United States have 
agreed on a joint plan on strategy to be fol- 
owed should war break out on the Korean 
peninsula, a Japanese newspaper said оп 
Sunday. 

The report of the plan, which the Asahi 
‘Shimbun said was signed in 2002, comes days 
after Japan unveiled a revamped defense pol- 
icy that hints at a shift from the purely defen- 
sive posture in place since its defeat in World 
War il. 

The plan is sure to offend North Korea, 
which regularly denounces Japanese military 
cooperation with the United States. 

The scenario envisages Japan providing 
support for US troops fighting in Korea. The 
‘Japanese would at the same time be guarding 
against possible invasion by hundreds of 
North Korean agents, Asahi said, without cit- 
ing sources. 

Under the plan, code-numbered 5055, 
Japan's military has agreed to help out 
with search and rescue for US troops miss- 
ing in action, Asahi said. Japan would also 
guard 135 possible military targets such 
as US bases and nuclear power stations 
along its northwestern coast, the article 
said. 

Japanese marine forces with minesweepers 
would work to keep open shipping lanes be- 
tween the Korean peninsula and the north 
coast of Japan's southern main island of 
Kyushu, the paper said. Reuters 


n New LG,Front Loader Washing Machine with the biggest capacity in its class, 
Heron in HK high RPM and crease-care function. It cleans more clothes better in one load, 


being tested for j making big loads a piece of cake. 
lethal bird flu 


HONG KONG—A wild bird which died of avian 
flu in Hong Kong was being tested Sunday for the 
Jethal strain that has killed 32 people in Southeast 
Asia this уем, che government said. 

‘The grey heron is suspected to have been in- 
fected with an HS flu but a govemment 
spokesperson said further tests were being car- 
ried out to see if it was the deadly НМ variant. 

If confirmed it will be the third time this LOADED with FEATURES: The highest RPM and biggest drum in its class for better, more efficient 
year a migratory bird has been found with the 
virus in the southern Chinese enclave where 
seven years ago bird flu first mutated into a 
form lethal to humans, 

‘The bird was found sick in the rural New 
Territories on Dec. 3. It was taken away to a life and energy saving features. All of which ensure that it does the wash like you did it yourself 
government vet lab where it later died. 

No other birds or poultry farms within a 5- x 
an radius had been affected, the government ———M——PáI T S Customer information Cer 
said. AFP -- 
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Singaporean virtue? 


B=: of Singaporean prime ministers bearing 


gifts; these always come wrapped in the unseasonal 

colors of candid advice. The only difference in last 
week's Visit by new Singaporean Premier Lee Hsien 
Loong? His advice was solicited by President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo herself. : 

At a joint news conference in Malacafiang, the Pre: 
dent asked Lee, the son of the famous- 
ly frank founder Lee Kuan Yew, to 
share Singapore's "best practices" in 
governance. Lee, proving himself every inch his fathers 
son, needed no further prodding. 

He spoke about how Singapore "inherited a clean sys- 
tem" from the British, and how the party in power since 
independence "kept it clean." He also said that the island- 
state took its anti-corruption drive seriously. “Secondly, 
we established a mechanism to make sure that if anybody 
‘was corrupt, [he] would be found out, investigated and 
punished.” 

Candid; revealing about their implied contrast-with 
Philippine experience; but resolutely conventional. What 
Lee offered was the stingiest kind of truth: explanations 
that did not explain, or at least did not explain enough. 
Other ex-outposts of the British empire, for instance, are 
also heirs of the British genius for administration; how 
many have tisen to Singapore’s level of success? Anti-cor- 
ruption’ campaigns are not exactly China's strongest suit, 
but for almost two decades it has remained the world's 
fastest-growing economy. 

There must be more, or at least something more specif- 
ic to Singapore, in the Singapore experience. One answer 
lies in Lee's third “best practice." 

‘At the joint news conference, Lee paid special attention 
to the issue of government wages. “If we don't pay [a pub- 
lic official] proper wages, even at the working level, he 
can't'earn a living for himself and for his family" By 
“proper,” he didn’t mean merely the concept of a living 
wage, but a compensation package that compares favor- 
ably with international standards. 

“So we made a virtue of paying our civil servants com- 
petitively. We require them to perform, but our philoso- 
phy is, Whatever [we pay] in wages is well worth the per- 
formance we get from them.” 

The whole idea is to tempt the most talented to make a 
career out of public service, and to pay them well enough 
to make corruption a non-issue. 

Singapore has certainly taken this idea to heart. In 
2000, for instance, the salary of Singapore's premier was 
pegged at US$1.1 million—five times that of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the chief executive of the 
‘world’s largest economy. The salary of a Cabinet minister 
ranged from US$655,000 to US$820,000; at the lower 
end of the scale, the pay was already four times the salary 
of a US Cabinet secretary. 

‘We understand that there has been at least one salary 
increase in the four years since. And we also realize that 
not all Singaporeans are happy with this state of affairs, 
especially when the salary of a high government official is 
compared with that of the ordinary citizen. 

But there is no doubt that the Singapore success trajec- 
tory owes much of its momentum to this particular 
virtue, 

Where a becoming silence would have been the best re- 
sponse to Lee's short discourse, the President reacted de- 
fensively. "With regard to the high pay of public servants, 
.thatis also my dream. But it's difficult to do that right now 
given our budget deficit. That's why we need to do fiscal 
reform so that we can afford a better-paid bureaucracy.” 

But is it merely a matter of fiscal reform? We think the 
deficit is being made a convenient scapegoat for all sorts 
of national sins. If, for the sake of argument, we imagine а 
time when the deficit has been reduced to practically ze- 
ro, do we see the government staffed by higher-paid pub- 
lic servants? * 

The answer, as best as We can tell, is: No, not necessari- 
уу. Why is this so? Because the issue of high, competitive 
government wages is not reducible to fiscal reform, dire 
as that need is. The issue is cultural or, to be more precise, 
attitudinal. 

Many Filipinos see public service as a reward in itself; 
the matter of compensation is dt best a secondary consid- 
eration. We may see in this other-worldly attitude the tri- 
umph of idealism, but in the real world the link between 
low government wages and rampant government corrup- 
tion is as solid as a bali-and-chain. 
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ISN'T it ironic and paradoxical that only a few 
weeks after the floods and landslides that 
were caused by too much water, Administra- 
tor Orlando Hondrade of the Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage System is already 
warning of a water shortage within a few 
months? He said that logs and mud unleashed 
by the floods have blocked the 13-km long 
tunnel through which water flows from the 
Umiray River in Quezon to the Angat Reser- 
voir in Bulacan, the source of Metro Manila's 
water supply and irrigation for Bulacan and 
Pampanga farms. During the storm, water 
had to be released from the Angat Dam be- 
cause it had already too much water and it 
was feared that the dam would break from the 
pressure. Now, there is danger that the dam 
‘would have too little water in summer, just 
when we need it most. 

The government will of course blame it on. 
nature, but that is not entirely correct. Part of 
the blame should be laid on the officials in 
charge of water supply. They did not provide 
for alternative sources of water although it has 
been a commonplace experience to have water 
shortages every summer, even if people are 
drowning in floods during the rainy season. 

‘And there isa ready alternative source near- 
by just waiting to be tapped. In fact, it was the 
main source of water for Manila and its envi- 
rons before it was replaced by Angat Dam. This 
is the Wawa Dam in nearby Rodriguez (Mon- 
talban), within a spitting distance from La 
Mesa Dam to which its water used to flow 
through steel pipes. When the pipes rusted, the 
MWSS did not replace them because, it said, it 
did not need the Wawa water anymore as the 
Angat water was enough for our needs. 

Tt is not enough anymore. The population of 
Manila and suburbs has grown tremendously 
and the water distributors have increased the 
areas they are servicing. The government wa- 
ter agency should have tapped other sources a 
long time ago, as water shortages have increas- 
ingly become frequent. Instead, the MWSS 
abandoned Wawa Dam. It drilled more and 
more deep wells but the summer shortages 
continued. It would have been simpler and 


THE EULOGIES delivered during Fr Cha 
Colendres' wake last week drove home one 
thing to me again—the heroism of the priests 
and laypeople who have built the Church of 
the Poor in Infanta. The real story about how 
Father Cha died is that he perished in a column 
of water full of logs that fell down on him and 
his assistant, Dionisio Cadungog, as they tried 
to make their way to Infanta by foot through 
the rice fields in the middle of the storm. But 
the things said about Father Cha during his 
wake showed me the original story, which was 
that he tied himself to a tree and threw the oth- 
er end of the rope to a group of drowning folk, 
‘wasn’t completely off the mark. It might not 
have been the story of his death, but it was the 
story of his life. 

‘As well indeed as the lives—most of them 
happily sil continuing ones—of the other 
priests and laity who have laid a stone or two in 
the edifice, or hillside shack, that is the church of 
Infanta. Chief of them Bishop Julio Labayen. The 
Church of the Poor owes in great part to him: he 
is its chief architect and stone layer. It was his vi- 
sion, determination, and self-sacrifice that raised 
italmost literally from the mud to what it now is 
today, a beacon in a windswept sea. 

When Bishop Labayen and many of his 
priests came to the Prelature in the 1960s and 
1970s, that part of the world was pretty much 
a land God forgot. Real got its electricity only 
in the late 1970s. Before that, one pienicked on 
the beach in the warm and breezy summer 
nights only by the light of the moon and stars. 
One really appreciated that light when wind- 
ing one's way to one's cot after many swigs of 
lambanog, the kind made from nipa. People 
slept early. 1 remember a companion waking 
up in the middle of the night after having gone 
to bed early and demanding to know in the 
pitch darkness, “(Expletive) how long does a 
night take to end here?" 

More to the point, going to Real was lik 
taking a slow boat to Jolo, with the addition- 
al rigors of a land trip. (t carried with it the 
same amount of hardship and uncertainty. 
The road after Siniloan was a narrow and 
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cheaper to install new pipes from Wawa to La 
Mesa. But for some strange reason, the govern- 
ment agency refused to do that although that is 
the logical thing to do. 

Another strange thing: A private firm that 
‘was a partner in the construction of the $500- 

ion Casecnan Dam in Nueva Ecija has of- 
fered to tap Wawa Dam at no cost to the gov- 
emment. It is willing to shoulder all the ex- 
penses for the project which is expected to 
solve the water shortages every summer and to 
extend water service to areas not yet reached 
by the two water franchise holders. The pri- 
vate firm, the San Lorenzo Ruiz Builders & De- 
velopers Group, will also reforest 27,700 
hectares of the Wawa Dam watershed. But the 
government is hemming and having before 
giving the group the permit to harness Wawa 
Dam. Why? 

The “delaying tactics” have been going on 
for 11 years. Meanwhile, millions of gallons of 
precious water flow down the Marikina and 
Pasig Rivers and wasted in the sea. During the 
recent storm, there was so much water that the 
dam overflowed and flooded Marikina. 

Had the San Lorenzo Ruiz firm been al- 
lowed to develop the project years ago, it could. 
have provided Metro Manila with ‘another 
source of water while the Umiray tunnel was 
being repaired and unclogged. But the Nation- 
al Water Resources Board is seemingly reluc- 
tant to allow the firm to harness water from 


years ago, saying it was “polluted.” In 1998, 
the MWSS forecast that there will be an over- 
supply of water by 2010. It has been proven 
‘wrong both times. Wawa water is potable and 
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dusty path that wound around the moun- 
tains. 1 recall that the trees in those moun- 
tains in the 1970s were tall and lush. In this 
Alice-in-Wonderland country, backwardness 
is often the poors greatest defense. (The 
highway that came later wiped those trees 
out.) The buses that plied the route literally 
rumbled on, they creaked and groaned and 
sputtered, When they broke down, as they 
often did, people got down and walked the 
rest of the way. No one demanded to ger his 
fare back on the ground of a contract not 
having been completed. One merely looked 
up to heaven and asked plaintively why. 

lt was into this world that Bishop Labayen, 
Fr. Nonong Pili, Fr. Boy Makabenta, Fr, Pites 
Bernardo, and others found themselves thrust 
decades ago, Father Pites died in the 1980s 
from a motorcycle accident, though some say 
the accident might have been staged by Mar- 
cos henchmen. The others have their own sto- 
ries to tell about the near-death experiences 
they had while building a church there. Father 
Boy nearly died there too one ‘stormy night, 
when a flash flood swept him and his motorcy- 
de away He managed to survive only by 
straining mightily to tear off his raincoat, 
which was dragging him downward, and 
swimming to solid ground. For weeks after 
that, we called him the Incredible Hulk. 

'No, the story about Father Cha throwing a 
lifeline to drowning folk isn't entirely off the 
mark. But there is a twist here. There is another. 
dimension Гуе since glimpsed, or that has tum- 
bled into my brain like a flash flood, particularly 
after hearing Dionisio's story about what really 
happened. It was in fact Dionisio who tried to 


it looks like the construction of the long aban- 
doned Laiban Dam from which the oversup- 
ply was expected—will not be resumed soon 
because of lack of funds. 

Now the MWSS wants to tap Wawa Dam 
again, But it has forfeited its water permit, The 
Water Code provides that “non-use of the wa- 
ter for the purpose stipulated in the permit for 
a period of three consecutive years shall render 
such permit null and void," and the MWSS it- 
self admitted that it had abandoned Wawa. In 
1993, San Lorenzo Ruiz, at the height of a wa- 
ter shortage, filed an application for a water 
permit. Under the rules, “the rights to the use 
‘of water are deemed acquired as of their filing 
of the application of a permit” once a permit is 
approved. San Lorenzo Ruiz therefore now has 
priority over the water of Wawa. 

One of the water concessionaires also wants 
to secure a water permitto tap Wawa River, but 
ithas not applied for such a permit. Besides, it 
cannot both be a water producer and distribu- 
tor at the same time, otherwise it would be a 
monopoly. 

‘With San Lorenzo Ruiz clearly having the p 
ority right to the water, the МИАВ gave it a wa- 
ter permit but only for 3.48 cubic meters per 
second and only for six months of the year (ап 
average of 1.74 cubic meters per second, less 10 
percent for ecological balance, for the whole 
year), whereas it applied for 18.3 cubic meters 
per second for the entire year. Besides, San 
Lorenzo Ruiz will be allowed to draw water 
from Wawa only from June to November, dur- 
ing the rainy season, but not during summer 
when its water is sorely needed by consumers. 

The NWRB's justification is that the yearly 
average stream flow in the Wawa River is 4.52 
cubic meters per second. The previous NWRB 
board, however, had clearly stated on Dec. 23, 
1997 that the mean discharge of the stream 
flow was 18.1 cubic meters per second. If both 
are correct, that means the stream flow in 
Wawa has already been drastically reduced by 
75 to 90 percent by 1997. This cannot be accu- 
rate, since that much reduction would have 
made the Philippines another Sahara desert 
which, of course, itis not. 


save Father Cha from the rampaging water, һе 
was in front, he took the brunt of the onrushing 
water logs. Alas, he was hit badly and lost con- 
sciousness: it was no small miracle he himself 
survived, He still doesn't how he did. 

But his experience drove home to me that 
the rope-throwing isn’t exactly a one-way 
street, It isn't just Bishop Labayen and his 
priests who have thrown a lifeline to drowning 
folk, itis the folk of Quezon who have thrown а 
lifeline at a drowning Church. 

In the end, that is what the Church of the 
Poor really means, It is a reaffirmation o! 
something deeply vital that has been forgot 
ten over the centuries of religious life in thi 
country. Which is that the Church is not the 
clergy or the Church officials who material 
ize from palaces on grand occasions in 
grand clothing; itis the folk themselves, of 
ten a little patronizingly treated, and по! 
just called, а flock. It is the people who con 
stitute the Church, as bone and blood and 
sinew constitute a body, and thought and 
feeling and ecstasy constitute the soul, 

Bishop Labayen might have been the chie! 
architect of the Church of the Foor in Infanta 
but he had no small amount of help from ev 
eryone, not just the priests who took the jour 
ney with him on the rockcstrewn road that 
wound around the mountains. All of them 
raised that Church, and all of them have kept 
that Church on its feet. Despite the lash o! 
wind and rain, despite the yoke of hunger and 
martial law, despite the whims of God and gov 
ernment. A true Church beats in the heart с! 
the storm- and greed-ravaged land, one that 
shows how faith can truly move mountains, 

Government in fact is that too, or should be 
It isn't the public officials who strut aroun! 
while saying blindly the loggers are not t: 
blame for the deaths in Quezon; it is the folk 
who seethe through their tears that well up in 
their eyes at seeing their children buried in che 
mud. Government is the people. 

But the one that’s there right now, you think 
of another kind of rope to throw to it. The one 
that tightens round the neck. 
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AS this column was being written, news reports 
say that defeated presidential candidate Femando 
Poe Л: had been rushed to St. Luke's Hospital in 
Quezon City at around 2 a.m. yesterday, following 
а massive stroke. Hospital sources say that the 
doctors are doing everything for the opposition 
leader, but at this point he needs prayers badly. 

The news of FPJ's sudden illness has stunned 
the nation, and citizens have crossed political 
lines to pray for him. Doubtless thelr thoughts go 
back to some four months ago when he filed his 

2 protest against his rival Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo. Now nothing is more important to him and 
his family than that thin thread of dear life. More- 
over, there's the thought that had FPJ won last 
May, his current condition would have made Vice 
President Noli de Castro president. On both 
counts, it's a sobering thought, I join the nation in 
prayingforFPJ. 

Asaresult of the recent massive floodings in 
Aurora, Quezon and part of Nueva Ecija and 
Bulacan, the media have focused on the log- 
ging activities in those provinces. But reports 

* indicate that wanton logging is rampant in 
other provinces, For instance, there are re- 
ports that the jungles of Basilan—once so 
thick that Abu Sayyaf bandits could escape the 
military dragnet by simply disappearing into 
them—are being ravaged. Reports say logging 
activities are being traced to a prominent local 
official who is said to have distributed 26 
chainsaws to tribal folks. 

‘This seems to be the picture in many other 
places and the government really has to crack 
down on these activities before it’s too late. But 
the citizenry has to be involved in this effort. 

Last night Cecile Alvarez and I had as guest in 
‘our regular dzRH show Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez. We queried him about the reports on 
the pernicious use of chainsaws. He said that un- 
der the Chainsaw Act passed in the 11th 
Congress, the use of chainsaws is regulated pre- 
cisely because they could cut down century-old 
trees within minutes. Gonzalez stressed that un- 
der the law the chainsaws have to be registered 


“MINDANAO is a large island, bur this fact is not 
always remembered (or perhaps it was not 
known) by those who plan its development. Nor 
is tis fact always remembered by journalists. It is 
rather amusing to see news reports that state, 
"There was a fire in Mindanao last night,’ as 
though Mindanao were but a tiny island.” 

‘That is how the author of a new book, “The 
Great Island, Studies in the Exploration and 
Evangelization of Mindanao,” (Ateneo de Manila 
University Press) begins his preface. It is a line 
that has been said countless times; perhaps, to 
end up most ofthe time on the deaf ears of Mani- 
la. Except that this time, it is being said by Fr- 
Miguel A. Bernad of the Society of Jesus. And for 
that to be said by Father Bernad—who minces no 
‘words in his writings yet is able to say it succinctly 
in so few words (the Bernad style 1 call it}—is 
something. 

For Father Bernad is not just a native son of 
Mindanao. He is in fact one of its most brilliant 
sons. Fr. Asandas Balchand, his superior in the Je- 
suit community at Loyola House in Xavier Univer- 
sity-Ateneo de Cagayan—where Father Bemad 
has been working quietly for the past 26 
years—refers to him as "one of the most highly 
‘accomplished Jesuits in the Philippine Province.” 

Tt is from that “quiet” outpost that Father 
Bernad has been churning out books and essays 
оп Philippine history and literature, including a 
weekly column in a national daily. At 87 and ага 
time when many university journals are good on- 
ly for the trash bins, he continues to single-hand- 
edly edit the "Kinaadman"—he calls it "a journal 
ofthe Southern Philippines" —one of the most re- 
puted journals of scholarly learning in the Philip- 
pines today, whose readership extends abroad. 
Few perhaps remember that it was also Father 
Bernad who once edited Ateneo de Ma 
notch “Philippine Studies” journal way back in 
1954-1959. 

To say that Father Bernad is a prolific writer is 
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with the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, which has to monitor their use. But 
apparently that law is being violated with im- 
punity. For instance, in the Quezon-Aurora area, 
there are reportedly some 400 chainsaws operat- 
ing, many of them distributed by unscrupulous 
businessmen to natives from whom the former 
buythehotlogs. — 

Gonzalez stressed that the key to curbing il- 
legal logging is strict monitoring and prosecu- 
tion of the guilty, and the Department of Jus- 
tice is under orders from the President to do 
зо, in coordination with other agencies of gov- 
‘ernment. He narrated that a few days ago the 
authorities seized two trucks full of glitches, 
and the DOJ quickly filed the appropriate cas- 
es before the Cavite regional trial court. 

Such aggressive moves are good as they 
should sow some fear in the hearts of viola- 
tors; for from the way things look, it seems no 
one fears the law anymore. But let's hope the 
government is not doing a ningas cogon this 
time in its anti-illegal logging campaign and 
that it will not cave in to political pressures as 
itdid in the past. 

Secretary Gonzalez lamented that some of 
those with legal timber licenses do not operate in 
their concession areas and prefer to buy hot logs 
from illegal loggers. But he said that just as perni- 
cious are the activities of the slash-and-burn peo- 
ple ( mag-uuling) and the kaingeros, for they 
swoop down on newly reforested trees. Gonzalez 
also pointed out that the Forestry Act, enacted by 
Marcos through PD 705 in 1974, hasn't been 
amended since, although many conditions have 
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to miss the point. It is the Bernad prose that 
makes the man distinct and has created for him a 
wide following in Filipino lirerature circles, 
which he had once described as “inchoate” (no 
longer so today; he once intimated to Mindanao 
writer Christine Godinez-Ortega). 

But more than the Bernad prose and the metic- 
ulous predilection for detail in his historiography 
is the great mind that lies behind the man. The 
Bemad writing has found its usefulness not just 
among literature teachers, students and writers, 
but also among historians and anthropologists, 
and among those who care to know about the cul- 
tural humdrums and goings-on in Filipino socio- 
cultural life. 1 remember his scathing remarks 
against the perceived persecution by the Arroyo 
‘government of Acsa Ramirez who had spilled the 
beans on corruption in a government agency. Fa- 
ther Bernad's words said in so few lines what oth- 
ers had probably wanted to say. 

"The rare combination of history and literature 
has made Father Bernad one of the most sought- 
after lecturers in public forums held in different 
parts of the Philippines. And so it was to one such 
forum that my colleagues and I went to a few 
days ago. We had been mistakenly told that the 
lecture would be on the teaching of history. But 
arriving at the venue, we saw the streamer an- 
nouncing it was a lecture on “Dante's Cosmic 
Journey" For many of us, we had forgorten our 
Dante and'were, in fact, the least interested in it. 
But we were already there and there was no turn- 


changed. For instance, the increasing aggressive- 
ness of the illegal loggers ought to merit stiffer 
penalties. The way things are, he said, the penal- 
Чез against cutting coconut trees are far more se- 
rious than cutting century-old trees. No wonder 
so many are logging with impunity! 


For tis citizens who are used to Congress’ 
propensity to investigate anything under the 
Sun, it’s truly disturbing that PD 705 hasn't 
been amended in the past 30 years. But what 
else is new? I recall that former Sen. Leticia 
Shahani pointed out, in a front-page article in 
this paper some months back, how Congress 
still has to define once and for all our 
archipelagic boundaries, long after the close 
of the United Nations Conference on the Law 
of the Sea, which mandated the definition. 

The failure of Congress to amend PD 705 
may have contributed to the wiping out of a 
large part of our forest cover, while the failure 
to define our national territory could get us in- 
to an unnecessary war in the region. 

There must be other proposed bills that 
need to be passed or laws that need to be 
amended, but they're not acted on, perhaps 
because they will not be as high-profile and 
sensational as the investigations. Clearly 
Congress should spend less time investigating 
and more time legislating badly needed laws. 

1 read the statements of Sen. Edgardo Angara 
denying his family’s involvement in illegal log- 
ging. Ihave no doubt that his family is not direct- 
ly involved in the destruction of forests in their 
province of Aurora. But when one considers the 
magnitude of the recent calamity there, one can- 
not but conclude that the Angaras, who control 
the politics there, preferred to look the other way 
while their friends, who conveniently know how 
to drop their names, carried on with their logging 
activities. It just doesn't wash that while the An- 
garas have benefited from the politics there, they 
cannot be held responsible in part for the miseries 
caused by a wanton depredation of nature's re- 
sources. It’s time politicians are held responsible 
for what happens in their territory. 


ing back, Two Bemad books will be launched 
anyway following the lecture, I said, and this was 
what I shall focus on. 

Tamno literary writer, but ali can say from my 
forgotten stock of college literature is that Father 
Bernad brought all of us in the audience to a jour- 
ney that was indeed cosmic. His knowledge of 
Dante was sharp, very sharp, in fact. Aside from 
reciting entire lines from memory in impeccable 
Italian, he had interspersed Dante with social and 
theological realities. The audience was a wide 
mix of young and old, students, teachers (active. 
and retired), and mixture of people and profes- 
sionals from Шап City and from the Mindanao 
State Universiy-lligan Institute of Technology, ай 
of whom obviously were Father Bernad fans. 

At the open forum, somebody asked about hell. 
"God does not bring us to hell. Hell is a choice that 
we make,” Father Bernad answered. “In other 
words Father, there is no judgement?” to which he 
replied “In a way perhaps yes, but would you want 
to share your space in heaven with Adolf Hitler?" 

Atthe end of the lecture, the entire audience in 
that heavily packed room, to а man, rose in thun- 
derous ovation. It was the moment I loved. It was 
the honor I had wanted for this man whom I have 
long ago appointed as my own mentor. There was 
a time that when I write, I would always think 
that my readership was composed of nobody but 
Father Bernad. And that was а lot of readership! 

А new journal of learning is now out of the 
press, inspired by Father Bernad's penchant to 
bring Mindanao to a level of scholarly interest. 
This is Capitol University’s "MINDAyawan Jour- 
nal of Culture and Society” Subscriptions are at 
P300 for one year for two copies coming ош in 
March and October. Those interested to subscribe 
то this embryonic effort toward culture scholar- 
ship may write mindayawanQcu-cdo.edu.ph. 


Comments to monta@cu-cda.edu.ph 


Joke on ‘consumer sovereignty’ 


TD like to share in full the etter of a reader in the 
Visayas. Graham Reinders is apparently a Euro- 
pean and has a written about maximizing garden 
goth Chis нераце i i /wwegromstperga- 

jens.com/). His letter is very interesting and there 
is much that agree with in what he's written. 

“I read your Thursdays INguimtn column on 
trade unionism and its spin-offs. Much of what 
you said is valid and contemporary thinking. 

“You are a prolific writer and have acceptable 
‘opinions on a large range of subjects. 

"Т am going to make a quantum leap here and 
assume you are capable of thinking ouside the 

ox. 

“Labor and management have an uneasy in- 
dustrial relationship going back to 1790. If you 
have read Dickens you will have some idea of 
why things have developed to whet they are. 

“Trade unionism is no more and no less than 
the workers banding together in an attempt to 
heck management's natural tendency to exploit 

em. 

“The labor/management relationship has al- 
ways been a pendulum. Both sides try to swing 
the pendulum in their own direction. 

"The Elite and the Ruling class are culturally in- 
capable of understanding labor or labor's desire to 
have more cake at the expense of the owner's prof- 
Its, The ruling class tends to take the largest share of 
the cake as a ‘Right. History seems to verify this 

"Fortunately for labor, from time to time the 
supply-demand curve for labor's availability 
swings to the point where the capitalists have to 
pay exorbitant wages, 

“Unfortunately for labor these times are short- 
lived and management takes its turn in keeping 
most of the cake. 

“Words like, Communism, Socialism and all 
the other -isms are not to be confused with labor- 
management realities. 

"Ever since McCarthy was seeing communists 
їп all his cupboards, we have attached this 
derogatory term to all the workers with whom we 
do not agree. The flavor of these days is to сай all 
enemies terrorists. 

“There are many ‘communist groups’ who have 
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never heard of Stalin, let alone Trotsky, or Engels. 
I would go so far as to say that even Mao, who 
lived in their time, is unknown to them. 

"It is, for obvious reasons, not understood by 
Capitalist Leaders, that every action has an equal 
and opposite reaction. For Every Bush there is a 
Bin Laden. Every leader of every organization on 
this planet has an alter ego, working directly 
against them. 

"some wear white hats and some wear black 
hats. Morality, Good, Evil, etc. depends only up- 
on which hat ‘our particular leader is wearing. 

“You are not old enough to have watched 
British Trade Unionism, which was the world's 
role model, И bloomed to highest relevance in 
mid 1940s and declined with all its worldwide 
spin-offs, probably to disappear by about 2010. 

"T will ell you something, which will define the 
future of all trade unionism in First World coun- 


tries. 

“The US blue-collar worker (bulk of trade 
union memberships) peaked at about 62 percent 
of the labor force in 1946. At this moment it 
stands at 8 percent. It will decline to 2 percent in 
the very neat future. This defines the whole game 
and no more need be said. It is over. 

“Less advanced countries have tried, more and 
less, successfully to hang on to their trade 
unionisms. 

“You may well quote in your article, German la- 
bor, or any of the countries declining because of 
it. Unfortunately they and many others are 
caught in transition, 

“Trade union and labor wage claims have abso- 
lutely nothing to do [with] the well-being of a 
population, 


“The entire First World isin serious decline and 
the US Empire is actually over and just playing 
out its time. Labor wages are not the real prob- 
lem, just the opposite. 

"Henry Ford's necessity of having to pay his la- 
bor enough to buy his junk was the reality that al- 
owed the US to become the greatest nation on 
earth and the whole First World to reach the stan- 
dard of living which it did. Up ший the 1980s, ће 
affluent ‘middle-class’ probably encompassed 
about 50 percent of the First World's population. 

“All this is over. 

“China and India and Asia are de-facto uncon- 
trolled sweat-shops, equal to Dickens’ worst sce- 
nario. They will live through hell ший they in 
turn create their own brand of trade unionism un- 
der their own leaders, who will be equally as bru- 
tal as the government leaders. 

“All of us have missed the reality of the modern 
global world. АЙ of us are still living off the sav- 
ings that were accumulated while the ‘middle 
class’ reigned. No new money is being put into 
the hands of the masses. 

“All Wal-Mart staff are on minimum wage 
which is relative poverty. The story is repeated in 
all modein franchises and mega-nationals. The 
money is being diverted directly upwards. 

"you and I will pay the price, The litle family 
business that put the children through university 
and bought litle house in the suburbs has been 
replaced by the large store that exploits its labor, 
who will never climb out of the hole. 

“The joke on all of us is that the multinationals 
are doing it in the name of consumer sovereignty’ 
so we can buy all their junk a peso cheaper. The 
real price we pay is a thousand times more, be- 
cause we have sold our middle-class future, so as 
to be able to buy cheaper toys. The ruling class al- 
ways remains at the top and is litle affected by 
the changing players on the field. 

“The Philippines is in-an extremely vulnerable 
position, It will soon be cut loose by changing 
geopolitics, unfortunately before it ever weaned 
itself from the foreign-money teat," 


Comments welcome at www.quezon.ph 


——— 
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Safety of informants 


IN TERMS of protecting their sources of information, Fil- 
ipino journalists have an edge over their counterparts in the 
American press. 

Last October, two American reporters were meted out a 
prison term of 18 months each by a judge for refusing to re- 
veal the source of their news report. The case stemmed from 
the statements made Бу a former ambassador of the United. 
States criticizing the 
policy of President 
George W. Bush on 
Iraq. 

Several days later, 

а newspaper colum- 

nist disclosed that 

the ambassador's 

wife was a covert op- i 
erative of the Central Intelligence Agency, implying that the 
wife (whose name was mentioned) may have given him in- 
formation that she gathered in the course of her official du- 
ties. 

To ensure the safety of intelligence personnel, American 
law strictly prohibits, under pain of severe penalties, the dis- 
closure of their identity. The ban applies even if they are no 
longer in the service. 

‘Acting on a tip given by an unnamed source, the reporters 
wrote that the information about the ambassador's wife was 
leaked by a member of the Bush administration to the 
columnist supposedly to get back at the ambassador for his 
critical remarks. 

Invoking national security considerations, the US justice 
department conducted an investigation into the alleged 
leak. It was able to convince a court to issue a subpoena to 
the reporters, ordering them to testify before a grand jury 
and reveal the source of their information. 

They refused, The prospect of going to jail for disobey- 
ing the court order did not scare them. They preferred im- 
prisonment rather than betray the trust of their news 
source. 


Appeal 

The refusal resulted in a prison term of 18 months. Sur- 
prisingly, nothing was done with the columnist who wrote 
about the ambassador's wife. No action was taken by the au- 
thorities to prosecute him for violating the law prohi 
the unauthorized disclosure of information about intelli 
gence operatives. 

As expected, the American media strongly protested the 
court's decision; they described it as a serious assault on 
press freedom. They called for legislation that will prevent 
the forced disclosure of the identities of informants or news- 
paper “whistle blowers.” The sentence has been held in 
abeyance pending its review by a higher court. 

Until I read about this case, I didn’t realize that the Ameri- 
can press was beset with a problem that had already been 
addressed in our country some 58 years ago. 

In 1946, our Congress enacted a law that protected the 
confidentiality of news sources. Under Republic Act 53 (also 
known as the “Sotto Law,” in honor of its author, Sen. Vicente 
Sotto), the publisher, editor, columnist or reporter of a news- 
paper, magazine or periodical of general circulation cannot 
be compelled to reveal the source of any information or news 
report appearing in that publication that was disclosed to 
them in confidence. 

Initially, the exception to the non-disclosure rule was if 
“the court or a committee of Congress finds that such revela- 
tion is demanded by the interest of the State.” 

‘Amendment 

‘The definition of the phrase “interest of the State” was put. 
to a test in 1948 when a newspaper reporter wrote about a 
leakage in the bar examinations for that year. After ruling 
that maintaining the integrity of those tests is covered by 
that phrase, the Supreme Court ordered the reporter to re- 
veal the name of his informant who was allegedly a court in- 
sider. 

The reporter refused. His refusal prompted the tribunal to 
hold him in contempt and order his punishment. 

Senator Sotto disagreed with the tribunal's decision. He 
argued that the phrase in question was intended to have a 
more restricted meaning. Rather than tangle with the jus- 
tices, Sotto worked for the amendment of the law to change 
the controversial phrase to “security of the State.” With the 
amendment, the reporter got offthe hook. 

So, as things stand at present, the only instance when a 
newspaper staff member can be ordered to reveal the identi- 
ty of his informant is when itis demanded by the security of 
the State, as determined by a court or a committee of 
Congress. 

In 1999, a member of a committee ofthe House of Repre- 
sentatives sought to compel a newspaper reporter to dis- 
close the name of the person who supplied her the informa- 
tion in her news report that some congressmen received 
bribes in consideration for stopping the investigation that 
was being conducted on certain telecommunications com- 
panies. 

He backtracked from his demand after his colleagues con- 
vinced him that he cannot invoke the “security of the State” 
provision ofthe law to squeeze out the information he want- 
ed from the reporter, 

Other media 

‘There is an element of irony about the lack of a similar 
“non-disclosure” law in the United States. The provisions of 
our Constitution on freedom of the press and of speech were 
adopted from the United States. Our tribunal often cites de- 
cisions of the US Supreme Court on press freedom in the res- 
olution of similar issues here. 

This is probably one time when the American press can 
learn a thing or two from their brethren in the Philippines on 
how to go about protecting the confidentiality oftheir infor- 
mants. 

Incidentally, if you look closely, the protection granted by 
the Sotto Law is limited to newspapers, magazines and other 
periodicals, or what is collectively described as print media. 
It does not cover radio and television entities that are simi- 
Jarly engaged in the business of providing news and informa- 
tionto the public. 

There have been efforts in the past by the broadcast 
media to have the law amended so they will come under 
its protective umbrella. So far, they have not been suc- 
cessful. 

The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad- 
dress: "The Readers’ Advocate" c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Makati City. Or through fax nos. 897-4793 to 94, or reader- 
sadvocate@inquirencom.ph, 
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А decision too late and not enough 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo's 
decision to suspend ай logging ac- 
tivities in the country and the chal- 
lenge of the Multi-Sectoral Action 
Group (MSAG) to cancel the per- 
mits of at least nine logging com- 
panies in Aurora and Quezon 
rather came too late. Due to the 
Jack of foresight of government of- 
ficials (they are blinded by “other 
concems and interests”), hundreds 
of people have died in the two 
provinces; even as thousands or 
even millions continue to suffer 
from the tragic effects ofthe recent 
floods, landslides and mudilows. 
Logging was allowed on the 
premise that those given logging 
permits will take responsibility for 


Inadequate law on 


Т SINCERELY appreciate the au- 
thors of the open letter (PDI, 
12/6/04) regarding Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enriles proposed law on 
the “sin taxes.” By coming out 
with a full-page advertisement, 
the signatories—considered to be 
‘among the country’s who's who in 
public finance—have once again 
shown their willingness to lend 
their time, talent and resources 
for the benefit of the government 
and our people even if they are no 
longer in public service. 

1, too, am convinced of the su- 
periority of the Enrile Bill (Senate 
Bill No. 1815). But what I don't 
understand—and this was not ex- 
plained in the open letter—is why 
‘we have to wait for a six-year peri- 
od for the various tax rates to be 
converged into a single tax rate. 


the reforestation of the logged-over 
areas in their concessions, However, 
they failed to do this. While profit- 
ing immensely from the exploita- 
tion of our forests, logging compa- 
nies do not bother to restore them. 
And only after the dire effects of il- 
legal and irresponsible logging are 
felt in tragic disasters does the gov- 
emment again remember to en- 
force the rules on reforestation. 

Making matters worse, the gov- 
emment funds reforestation pro- 
jects mostly with foreign borrow- 
ings, thus adding to our foreign 
debt. And so, as logging companies 
get richer by denuding our forests, 
Ош poor country sinks deeper into 
debt due to reforestation. 


sin taxes 


Many agree with what the authors 
of the open letter said that we 
have the most complicated tax 
system for cigarettes in the world, 
a system that has only benefited 
the manufacturers of cigarettes. 
But if we need to simplify our ex- 
cise tax system on cigarettes and 
increase the revenues now be- 
cause of our fiscal condition, why 
wait for 2010? 

Between now and 2010, many 
things can happen in and outside 
Congress that could put to naught 
this bright idea ofa single tax rate 
in the Enrile bill. If our UP eco- 
nomic professors are to be be- 
lieved, we may already be like Ar- 
gentina long before 2010. 

Moreover, the uniform tax rate 
is supposedly also meant to make 
us WTO compliant. But just like its 


It isnot enough to just impose a 
total log ban now. Someone must 
pay for the rape of our forests, 
which has caused untold suffer- 
ings for биг country and people- 
‘The government must implement 
rules that would compel logging 
‘companies to restore what they 
have destroyed. People in the gov- 
emment must think in terms of 
the long-term effects of its deci- 
sions and policies. We just hope 
that the people in government and 
logging companies are not one 
and the same. 
—NICLOLE S. BAUTISTA, 
22 Garnet Ext, 
Doña Juana Subd. 
Maybunga, Pasig City 


counterpart in the House (HB 
3174), the Enrile bill would large- 
Jy retain the existing tax regime 
introduced by RA 8240, which is 
discriminatory. It seeks to protect 
locally produced cigarettes 
against imported ones by classify- 
ing the latter as "new brands” and 
subjecting them to the highest tax 
applicable—up to 2010. Before 
the eyes of the World Trade Orga- 
nization, this is discriminatory as 
it violates GATT Article Ш:2. Un- 
less we immediately shift to a uni- 
form rate, we would be open to 
challenges from any WTO mem- 
ber upto 2010. 
The Enrile bill may be superior 
but it does not provide enough. 
—AARON C. REDUBLA, 
11 Kalaw-Ledesma Circle, 
Tierra Verde, Quezon City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocateQ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 
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Barefaced 
injustice 

THE SILENCE of Malacafiang and 
the Department of Foreign Affairs 
on the acquittal of the three 
Kuwaiti cops accused of gang-rap- 
ing an 18-year-old Filipina over- 
seas worker is deafening. Though 
the Kuwaiti appeals court convict- 
ed the policemen for sodomy, it 
disregarded the crime of rape, 
thus allowing the accused to es- 
cape with lighter sentences. 
Sharia Law prescribes death for 
rapists, especially if they are per- 
sons in authority. 

Fora government that is largely 
dependent on overseas Filipinos 
to keep the economy afloat, this 
mockery of internationally accept- 
ed standards of justice adds insult 
to injury. This must not go unno- 
ticed and unaddressed. For it 
could set a dangerous precedent 
and jeopardize the lives and secu- 
rity of the 47,000 overseas Pinay 
workers in Kuwait. The silence of 
the Arroyo administration could 
‘encourage more incidents of gang 
rape and sexual abuse against Fil- 
ipinas in Kuwait and oder na- 

"The least that the Arroyo ad- 
ministration should do is file a 
strong diplomatic protest. 

АШ the chapters and members 
of the Migrante Sectoral Party 
condemn this barefaced injus- 
tice. 

—CONNIE BRAGAS-REGALADO, 

chair, Migrante Sectoral Party, 
115-8 Kamuning Rd., 
Quezon City 
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Mining good for the country 


THE RECENT Supreme Court rul- 
ingon mining could yet be one of 
its most important decisions. 

The Philippines has one of the 
highest levels of poverty in Asia, 
with some S8 percent of its people 
admitting they are poor. A dis- 
turbingly high 24 percent are offi- 
cially listed as poverty-stricken. А 
great bulk ofthese people live in the 
provinces, so far away from any 
help that could uplift their lives. 

But there is a savior, and the 
Supreme Court has recognized 
it—mining. 

Mining brings vast wealth and 
economie progress to a na- 
tion—look at Australia. it can do 
аз much for the Philippines now 
that the Supreme Court has al- 
lowed foreigners to help develop 
this rich resource. 

Those previously opposed to 
mining must now accept the fact 
that a starving child is a greater 
сопсеп than a temporary, limited 
damage to the environment. 

The key in mining these days is 
to do it in a responsible fashion, 
with minimal harm to the environ- 
ment so that the land is restored 
once the mining operation is fin- 


ished. Mining provides local peo- 
ple with jobs and other income- 
producing activities. It also gener- 
ates more resources for communi- 
ty development, 

Itis not mining itself but mining 
done irresponsibly which is the 
problem. We need to ensure that 
mining companies operate with the 
‘welfare of the community in mind. 

Тоо often in the past, well- 
meaning people stopped or dis- 
rupted mining operations without 
fully weighing the benefits of min- 
ing against its disadvantages. 

1 appeal to the mayors and gov- 
emors: actin the national interest. 
Tve heard too many stories of lo 
cal officials making it difficult, 
not impossible, to operate a mine. 

Congress has spoken, the ad- 
ministration has reinforced it, the 
Supreme Court has agreed: min- 
ing is good for the country. Ies 
time to raise the poor out of the 
‘morass they've sank into. 

—PETER WALLACE, 
president, 

The Wallace Business Forum, 
14/F Sagittarius Bldg., 

HV dela Costa St, 

Salcedo Village, Makati City 


Road project has popular support 


PLEASE allow us to comment on 
the article titled “Tillers warn of 
another Luisita in Batangas," 
(PDI, 11/28/04) bylined by Nor- 
man Bordadora, The road project 
referred to in the article has been 
a priority infrastructure project of 
the national government since the 
1980s, as part of the Nasugbu-Ter- 
nate Tourism Road. In implement- 
ing the project with national gov- 
ernment funds, we have scrupu- 
lously followed Deparment of 
Public Works and Highways 
guidelines and procedures, in- 
cluding on matters relating to 
right of way. And we have adopted 
a design that minimizes the im- 
pact on the environment. 

The project is envisioned to 
provide a vital link between Metro 
Manila and the western portions 
of Cavite and Batangas (which 
suffer from poor road access); 
spur agroindustrial and eco- 
tourism growth in these areas; 
and enhance the delivery of public. 


[>12 Safety and 
Energy-Saving 


services to thousands of people 
who have limited access to such 
services as health care and electric 
power. It bears noting that the 
overwhelming number of local 
residents, aware of the enormous 
benefits the project will bring into 
their lives, not only welcome the 
project but have, in fact, been 
clamoring for it. 

Orly 500 meters of the 2.8-kilo- 
meter road section remain to be 
completed. As a matter of policy 
and as with all the public works 
projects it undertakes, before pro- 
ceeding with the project, the Re- 
gional Office IV-A of the DPWH met. 
with community leaders, mass- 
based organizations and local offi- 
cials in the spirit of transparency 
and faimess to get the consensus 
and the broad, strong grass-roots 
support of the stakeholders. 

—BONIFACIO SEGUTT, 
regional director, 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways-IVA 


Ray of hope 
CORRUPTION, hold- 


ups, ett, even cell 
phone snatching. So 


Tips for Christma: much bad news hog- 


ging the headlines. We 
cannot blame people if 


КОЕ ЛЫ they become cynical 


EEE ЕДЫМ 
Miete 


Ж 


you have on that make for a bright 


and pessimistic about 
our “country going 
nowhere but to the 
dogs. 

However, there isa. 
saying: “When there's 
life, there's hope.” I 
have just seen "a ray 
of hope." After a days 
work, I decided to vis- 
it a cousin. I parked 
my car in front of his 
house in Abellana 
Street, Guadalupe, 
Cebu Ci. When 1 
went inside de 
house, 1 realized that 
my expensive cellular 
phone was gone. I im- 
mediately went back 
outside to look for it 
praying for Gods 
help. 

As 1 was looking 
around, a young pedi- 
cab driver approached 
me and asked if I was 
looking for some- 
thing. When told him. 
1 was looking for my 
cellular phone, he told. 
me that he had found 
it and handed it back 
to me without asking 
for anything in return. 
‘The name of the pe 
cab driver is Glicerio 
Ybahez of Abellana 
Street, Guadalupe, He 
earns only a few pesos 
a day, He could have 
bought many things 
with his "luck." But he. 
chose to be honest. 

My congratulations 
to Barangay Guada- 
lupe and its chair Eu- 
genio Faelnar That 
community is certainly 
blessed for having an 
honest man im is 


Christmas its the ight in ourheerts that ranks. 1 hope Glicerio 


glow the brightest. 


Merry Christmas! 


will be honored for his 
honest ax in the 
^s forhcom- 
"Ваа actives, 
eem 
only give him a lasting 
remembrance of his 
good deed; it will also 
inspire other young 
people to emulate his 
honesty. 
—JONPAUL 
DBPAULA, 
Jonpauldepaula 
@уаһоо,сот 
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RP, US troops start relief missions 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE—At least 400 Filipino 
and American troops launched the relief missions to land- 
slide and flood victims in Real and Infanta in Quezon and 
in Dingalan, Aurora, from this former United States mili- 
tary base on Sunday. 


Col. Gilbert Llanto, co-com- 
mander of the Base Disaster Re- 
sponse Coordinating Committee, sions. 
said the mission involved 100 The entire operation, which 
Philippine Air Force personnel will end Dec. 16, took base at the 
from six commands based in Haribon complex, south of 
Clark and 300 members of the И$ Clark's Diosdado Macapagal In- 
Marines Third Expeditionary ternational Airport. 
Forces based in Okinawa, Japan. Capt. Dennis Williams of the 
Six CH-53 and two CH-56 heli- US Embassy's public information 
copters began delivering the section said the US military was 
goods to the typhoon-battered helping on the request of the 
towns on Sunday morning, Llan- Philippine government. 
tosaid. Communist spokesperson Gre- 
The cargoes, he said, com- gorio "Ka Roger" Rosal has dis- 
prised food and other items gath- missed as “baseless paranoia" the 
ered by government agenciesand fear of Sen. Francis Pangilinan 
mongovernment groups. that New People's Army rebels 
Maj. Gen. Charles Hotchkiss, would attack US troops helping 
РАР 600th Air Base Wing com- in the rehabilitation of typhoon- 
mander, said a C-130 plane from ravaged provinces. 
the US military continued to “Tm afraid Senator Pangilinan 
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has become a victim of his own 
government stupidity. He is now 
being haunted by the ghost crea 
ей by Malacafiang and the mili 
tary,” Rosal said in a phone inter- 
view. 

He also assured Sen. Ramon 
Magsaysay Jr. that formal decla- 
ration of ceasefire is no longer 
necessary to ensure the peaceful 
delivery of relief goods to the 
calamity victims. 

He said governinent soldiers 
involved in relief work in re- 
mote north Quezon areas were 
never harassed nor intimidated 
by Red fighters in the area, "It is 
important for those soldiers to 
stick to relief operations,” Rosal 
advised. 

Magsaysay had suggested a 
formal ceasefire between NPA 
and government troops while the 
rehabilitation of the ravaged ar- 
eas was ongoing. 

Pangilinan earlier raised a 
concern for American troops af- 
ter the militery reported last 


week that NPA guerrillas at- 

tacked government soldiers in 

Pasong Callos in San Rafael, Bu- 

lacan while conducting rescue , 
and relief mission. 

At least 10 soldiers were 
Killed, according to the military. 
Rosal claimed that the slain sol- 
diers were not involved in a res- 
cue and relief operation when 
attacked but actually doing a 
military offensive against the 
rebels, 

Rosal assured Pangilinan that 
the NPA would not launch tactical 
offensives against US soldiers, "as 
long as these foreign troops stay 
away from the territorial jurisdic- 
tion of the revolutionary govern- 
ment” 

Quezon bore the brunt of land- 
slides and flash floods, leaving 
more than a thousand dead and 
missing. About 168,000 residents 
"were also rendered homeless. 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu 
zon Desk; Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


vertere азтаны 


bring in between 500 and 600 
troops for the humanitarian mis- 


AUS MARINE CH-46 Sea Knight transport helicopter from the 3rd 
Marine Expeditionary Force based in Okinawa, Japan, hovers above 
Laguna Lake as they ferry relief goods to typhoon-stricken Quezon 
on Saturday. Г 


Gov't soldiers give relief goods, Former Laguna mayor shot dead 
medicine to NPA rebels, too 


TWO motoreycle-tiding hitmen shot 
dead the controversial former mayor. 
of Mabitac, Laguna in Pililla, Rizal 


tion at Barangay Hulo, Pililla at about 
6:30 a.m. for refueling when two mo- 
torcyding men shot the former several 


The suspects fled towards Tanay 
after the incident, according to wit- 
nesses. Police said, they are still inves- 


LUCENA CITY—Bullets fiy and waste human 
lives during encounter between government 
troops and their enemies, the New Peoples Army. 

But the recent calamity has temporarily 
rested the barrel of the gun and broke down 
the barriers between conflicting ideologies af- 
ter government soldiers also provided food 
and medicine to their enemy. 

Maj. Jose Broso, commander of the Army's 
2nd Civil Relations Group-Civil Relation Ser- 
vice based in Camp Nakar, said they received 
reports from soldiers involved in the distribu- 
tion of relief goods in the calamity stricken ar- 
eas of north Quezon that suspected NPA 
rebels, most of them women, have also 
queued in several evacuation centers and re- 
ceived relief goods from the government dur- 
ing tte initial days of the calamity. 

Broso said the soldiers admit ted that they were 
surprised when they first saw the “rebels” but 
‘eventually consented because of compassion. 

“The NPA were unarmed, wet and shiver- 
ing from cold. A pitiful picture of lost and 
hungry platoon,” Broso quoted the soldier in 
describing the look of their enemies. 

He said the NPA guerillas, were positively 
identified by combatant soldiers through files, 
military informers and personal encounters. 

‘When contacted, communist spokesperson 
Gregorio "Ka Roger" Rosal downplayed the. 
incidents. 

"Its possible that our NPA unit in the area 
were also victims of the calamities.” 

"But lining up for relief goods and 
medicines, that is one risk they would not 
surely take. Guni-guni lang yun ng militar sa 
NPA,” Rosal said in a phone inte: 

‘An Army soldier from another unit, who also 
had an encounter with NPA rebels while solicit- 
ing relief goods in an evacuation center in Gen- 
eral Nakar, narrated his own experience: “The 
NPA was in a gioup of five—four women and a 
teenage boy, all unarmed. They immediately 
changed their wet clothes with dry ones after 
receiving clothes from the local social welfare 


+ officer. They also feasted on cookies and gulped 


Saturday morning. 

Pililia police officer in charge Senior 
Insp. Ricardo Morada said Felix Car- 
pio, 69, who was with his 12-year-old 
son Antonio was at the Shell Gas Sta- 


times. They left his son unburt. 
down several cups of hot native coffee.” 

“When our eyes met, they knew that I rec- 
ognized them, at least the two of them. My in- 
stinct was to grab my gun and accosted them. 


‘way to visit their home in Mabitac. 
But I was taken aback when I noticed the 


Investigation showed that the Car- 
pios, who were residing at J. Burgos 
St. in Tanay, Rizal and were on their 


tigating further on the incident. 
Carpio was among primary suspects 
in the killing of a top police officer in 
Mabitac several years ago. Romulo О. 
Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


strange looks in their eyes. Gone was the usu- 
al menacing gaze but instead pitiful and pa- 
thetic,” recalled the soldier who requested 
anonymity fearful that his superior would 
reprimand him. 

“The soldier said he decided to just watch 
the group from a distance without informing 
other government troops who were also pre- 
sentin the evacuation center. 

“I could sense that they were really hungry, 


maybe sick because the two of them immedi aa ы ie qub as] 


SEIKO 


ately took medicine," he said. = 

Afer receiving the relief goods rations consist 7 | == — esie tne 
ing of rice, sardines, noodles, sugar and coffee, 
the soldier said the rebels casually walked away. 

"One of them nodded at me as if expressing 
their gratitude. I returned the gesture with a 
hand signal of farewell," the soldier said. 

In other incidents, the military also provided 
‘medicine to the distressed and sick NPA rebels. 

Lt. Col. Jocelyn Pancrudo-Turla, command- 
ing officer of Camp Nakar Station Hospital in 
the Army's Southern Luzon Command said 
her medical team had also encountered sus- 
pected NPA rebels. 

"An all women group arrived in the military 
emergency hospital in Gen, Nakar. They were 
different from the rest of the patients who 
would always first ask us what medicine to 
take. They have with them a list of assorted 
medicine, mostly analgesic and antibiotics 
‘They knew what they needed,” Turia recalled. 

She said that when they asked the three 
‘women to just bring in their sick patients in 
the hospital, they were told that their visitors 
came from remote areas. After thanking the 
military medical team for the medicines, the 
group hurriedly left. Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI 
Southérn Luzon Bureau 
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Groups hail, hit SC ruling 
on mining agreements 


ENVIRONMENTAL groups opposed 
and hailed the Supreme Court rul- 
ing allowing the government to en- 
ter into financial and technical as- 
sistance agreements with foreign 
companies. 

One group, the Legal Rights and 
Natural Resource Center (LRC), 
likened the high court's Dec. 1 ruling 
tothe storms that wrecked Luzon. 

‘The decision will “create long term 
damage to the country's natural re- 
sources and drive communities deep- 
er into poverty" said Ruel Paculba of 
theLRC. 

“The sell-out of our country’s re- 
sources is upheld by the highest court 
ofthe land,” read a statement by LRC, 
one of the nongovernment groups 
that gave legal assistance for petition- 
ers against the Mining Act of 1995. 


Reversal 

The ruling reverses the courts 
January decision in the La Bugal 
mining case, declaring that the 
Mining Act and the Financial and 
Technical Assistance Agreement 
(FTAA) entered into by the govern- 
ment and Western Mining Corp. 
жаз unconstitutional. 

Five justices who voted in favor of 


declaring the Mining Act, its imple- 
menting rules and regulations and 
the FTAA of Western Mining Corp. as 
‘unconstitutional last January has vot- 
ей to uphold their legality in the Dec. 
1, 2004 ruling. 

Paculba said the Dec. 1 decision is 
causing outrage from different com- 
munities hosting mining operations 
or are identified as potential hosts, 
most especially фе indigenous 
tribes. 

Large-scale mining operations 
strip large areas of vegetation, dislo- 
cate peoples, endanger the country's 
rich biodiversity and sources of 
potable water, explained Paculba. 


Development 

In General Santos City, a pro-min- 
ing group hailed the high court deci- 
sion, claiming it would pave the way 
for the development of rural areas 
hosting mining operations. 

In a statement, the Socsksargen 
Multi-Sectoral Coalition for Sus- 
tainable Mineral Development said 
“The case dragged for eight long 
years in the Supreme Court. Several 
projects that could have generated 
thousands of employment and bil- 
lions of revenues were put on hold, 
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particularly the Tampakan Copper- 
Gold Project, considered one of the 
biggest mining ventures in the 
country" 


New investments 

Tn the same statement signed by 
coalition chair Dr. Angelo Ladub of 
the Kalasag Development Initiatives 
Inc, co-chair Carlito Uy of the 
South Cotabato Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry and Director 
Ninfa Estabillo of the South Cotaba- 
to Communicators Network, the 
group said the high coures verdict 
would help attract new invest- 
ments, create new jobs and alleviate 
poverty in rural areas. 

The group asked other sectors to 
support the full implementation of 
the 1995 Mining Act for sustainable 
mineral development. 

it also urged the Sagittarius 
Mines, the company that took over 
the operation of the Tampakan min- 
ing project, to continue fulfilling its 
commitment in providing develop- 
ment assistance to the area's five 
tribal communities and local govern- 
mentshosting the project, Ryan D. 
Rosauro and Aquiles 7. Zonio, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Exec insists he’s legitimate 


| head of environment body 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—The 
former executive director of an en- 
vironmental body in Palawan has 
darified that he has not been re- 
placed despite a resolution of the 
Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Development (PCSD) declaring his 
position vacant last Aug. 13. 

Winston Arzaga, reacting to a 
story published Nov. 19 on page 19 
of the Ingumen, said he was stil the. 
legally mandated executive director 
of the Palawan Council for Sustain- 
able Development Staff (PCSDS). 

‘Arzaga has challenged the ap- 
pointment of Nelson Devanadera 
invoking a previous ruling of the 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
that confirmed his appointment 
as permanent. 

Devanadera, on the other 
hand, enjoyed an endorsement 
from President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо and the PCSD, a policy-mak- 
ing council that decides on sus- 
tainable development issues in 
Palawan of which the PCSDS is 
the implementing agency. 

In hislezer, Алаа said "the sup- 
posed endorsement by President 

|. Arroyo of Devanadera as executive 

|| director is contained in а xeroxed 
|| сору brought by Secretary Vince 

Perez to the PCSD, which served as 

basis to declare the position of exec- 

utive director vacant." 

He added that when he veri- 
fied the existence of the letter, the. 
Malacafiang Records Office 
couldn't find any. 

“As of this date, there is also no 
record to show that such a letter 
was officially transmitted to 
PCSD," he said. 

In his lettes, Агава said the 
Court of Appeals 13th Division 


promulgated a resolution contain- 
ing an order restraining the coun- 
cil from implementing the resolu- 
tion declaring the executive direc- 
tor position vacant. The order was 
served and received by the parties, 
who are members of the council, 
on Nov. 15 and 16. 

The temporary restraining or- 
der, Arzaga said, was very specific 
as it enjoins PCSD Chair Rep. 
‘Abraham Mitra and the members 
of the Council not to implement 
the resolution, 

Mitra was quoted in the INQUIRER 
story as saying that "there is noth- 
ing to be restrained because the act 
had already been consummated.” 

‘According to him, the choice of 
executive director still vests with 
the President because it is under 
the Office of the President and 
with the PCSD because he/she 
has to enjoy the trust and confi- 
dence of its members. 

Mitra added that the law that cre- 
ated PCSD does not say that the ex- 
‘ecutive director must be permanent. 

But Arzaga said that although 
the PCSDS is under the Office of 
the President, its 97-man staff in- 
cluding the executive director is 
governed by Civil Service Rules 
and Laws as provided for by the 
Implementing Rules and Regula- 
tions of Republic Act 7611, the 
Jaw that created PCSDS. 

He also clarified that aside from 
being a qualified permanent exec- 
ive director under CSC Rules, he 
finished the Masters in Public Man- 
agement from the Ateneo School 
‘of Government and did a special 
graduate work at the University of 
Asia and the Pacific. Jofelle P Teso- 
rio, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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fought presidential election in May, said she 

hoped the movie actor would get well in time 
for Christmas. 

In a statement, Press Secretary Ignacio 
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covery, and wishes him well. She hopes that SHOWROOMS ЕС” 


he will be discharged from the hospital soon. 168 Orig Ar, cor. Barca Ae, 
so that he can enjoy the holiday season with DER ten Mei Dept 
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“Tam thankful that Mr. Poe is respondingto — — 
medication and I join the nation in praying for 
his speedy recovery" Lacson said in a state- 
ment. 


Water under the bridge 

Lacson told the Inquirer the last time he 
and Poe talked was at the tail end of the 
campaign period when both their camps 
were hoping they could get together to 
form a united opposition against Ms Ar- 
toyo. 

“We may have had some love lost (during 
the last elections) but it doesn't matter now,” 
the senator said. "That's water under the 
bridge." 

When another losing presidential can- 
didate, Raul Roco, learned that Poe had 
suffered a stroke, he said: "Let's hope for 
the best and ask for prayers. Prayer 
works." 

The former senator and education secre- 
tary is himself battling a recurrence of 
prostate cancer. 

“I regularly see my doctor [in Manila]. You 
have to monitor yourself. I'm well,” he said. 
‘Now, he said, he weighs 176 Ib, six pounds 
over his ideal weight, and has a normal blood 
pressure of 128/72. 


Prayers for Poe 

Another former presidential candidate 
who visited Poe in the hospital yesterday was 
evangelist Bro. Eddie Villanueva. 

‘Villanueva said he whispered to the uncon- 
scious Poe to seek the blessing of God. 

The Jesus is Lord Ministry founder 
prayed with friends and relatives of Poe 
“for God to give Ronnie a second chance in 
life.” 

Senate President Franklin Drilon also 
wished Poe a speedy recovery. “We offer our 
prayers to him,” he said. 

Congressional allies of the President, in- 
cluding her son, yesterday expressed similar 
wishes. 

Rep. Juan Miguel “Mikey” Arroyo (Lakas, 
Pampanga), eldest son of Ms Arroyo who is al- 
зо an actor, said he would "sponsor daily 
‘Masses and offer special intentions” for the 
recovery of Poe. 

Representatives Antonio Cuenco (Lakas, 
Cebu City) and Eduardo Gullas (Alayon, Ce- 
bu) said they and the people of Cebu are join- 
ing in the prayers for Poe. 

It was Cebu that gave Ms Arroyo a margin 
of more than one million votes over Poe, turn- 
ing the tide of the May 10 presidential elec- 
tion. 

‘House Majority Leader Prospero Nograles 
(Lakas, Davao City) said, “We are saddened 
by this turn of events. The best thing for us to : А 
ne to continue praying for his quick and to- Ang Pasko ay sumakit...este...sumapit! 
tal recovery.” 

Rep. Prospero Pichay Jr. (Lakas, Surigao 
del Sur) said that Poe “still has a large role to 
play in helping unify the nation in the after- 
math of the last May polls.” 

‘The head of the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines, Davao Archbishop 
Fernando Capalla, also enjoined all Filipinos 
to pray for the recovery of the country's leg- 
endaryacto With reports from Carlito 
Pablo, Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, and Blanche 
Rivera; Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk; and Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Erap to seek ... 


From page Al 
to visit Femando Poe Jr. in the hospital, 

"My friend of 40 years is in a very serious 
condition. I will ask the court to allow me to 
visit him possibly in the morning,” he said. 

Estrada, who is detained on plunder charges, 
said Poe's wife, actress Susan Roces, had told him 
that a visit might hasten his friend's recovery. 

"Tm very depressed because of what hap- 
pened to my buddy FPJ whom I consider our 
true president,” Estrada said through his 
spokesperson, Didagen Dilangalen. 

Estrada appealed to “Christians, Muslims, 
Iglesia ni Cristo, and people with other re 
gions to pray for the quick recovery of our 
elected president (Poe)." 

Не noted that many people continued to 
believe that Poe had won the presidential 
election in May, with 65 percent of them say- 
ing that President Macapagal-Arroyo had 
cheated in the election. 

“Ako'y inagawan ng pwesto (My post was 
stolen). Si FPJ ay inagawan ng panalo (Poe 
was robbed of victory)" said the former Presi- 
dent, who was ousted in 2001. 

Estrada, a former actor, said the fight of his 
friend must be pursued, referring to Poe's ap- 
peal before the Supreme Court for a recount. 


Lunch in Tanay 

He said Poe was supposed to visit him this 
morning in his rest house in Tanay, Rizal, 
along with Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay and 
Sorsogon Rep. Francis Escudero. 

“FPJ was supposed to ... also send me off 
for a hopefully successful operation in Hong 
Kong,” he said. 

Asked whether he would still have a knee op- 
eration in Hong Kong this month should Poe's 
condition worsen, Estrada said he would. 

“This will be worse if both of us become un- 
well," said Estrada, who faces possible paraly- 
sis from the waist down should he forego the 
operation. 

А 4 Estrada was first granted permission to un- 
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Anything could happen,” she said. 


Health buff 
Fuentes said she was shocked when she first 
ES Ж heard of the news. "I know him to be a health 
ix-ti 8 buff. He's only 64, younger than [former presi- 
Six-times Density Image Optimiser — dent] Joseph [Estrada]. its possible na dinam- 
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Я Boots Anson-Roa. 

t Enhancer / Y. AVA is “Tm sure he wasn't happy about losing. It's 
perdus СФ DNIe" | e i Nt 
г МУД ? 5 son-Roa, who ran for senator under Poe's 
Koalisyon ng Nagkakaisang Pilipino. “Depres- 

sion could bea mitigating factor she said. 
“But I remember seeing Ronnie {Poe's nick- 
> _ name] and Susan in a gathering, mingling 
Colour Optimiser 1 ° with people who didn’t vote for them. They 
Саза Оре eS 2 were fne. Id like to believe hat they're be- 

yond that now," she said. 
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RP joins UN Assembly rebuff to oust-Annan bid 


From page Al investigations, which had been cealed by the vehemence of its led invasion ofIraq. insulted the US.” rfood program, Annan 
"We have worked well with him investigating the oil-forfood language. їп supporting Annan, Britain, British Prime Minister Tony his son was “independent, 
in the past, and look forward to ' scandal, said: “One conclusion is Another Republican legislator, which was the chief US ally inthe Blair said criticism of Annan was а grown man. I don't get in- 
working with him for sometime abundantly clear: Kofi Annan New Jerseys Scott Garrett, said invasion, rejoined the Europeans “unfair” and that he was grateful volved with his activities and 
in the futur should resign.” that the question regarding Annan in backing Annan. for his leadership on many occa- he doesn't get involved in 
Danforth added: "No one, to Coleman said: "I have arrived at was “whether he should be in jail.” The attack was payback time sions.” mine.” 
my knowledge, has cast doubt on this conclusion “because the most Stepping up the heat to make for Annan who had antagonized He said: “I believe that Kofi An- Although US Ambassador Dan- 
the personal integrity of the sec- extensive fraud in the history of Annan step down, Bush had re- the Bush administration because nan is doing afinejob...often in forth insisted that “there is a: 
retary general.” theUNoceurred оп мака. Не fused to hold back his attack the Republicans thought he had very difficult circumstance. І cloud over the UN" and the “only 
“The statement not only aligned said that as long as Annan was in pack. sided with the Democratic presi- hope very much he is allowed to way to dispel the cloud is to lete. 
the United States with 190 other charge, “the world will never be Interviewed about Coleman's dential candidate, Sen. John Ker- get on with the job.” the sunlight in” through a trans- 
UN members, but more so re- able to learn the full extent of the statement, Bush had said he ryAnnanalsorefusedtosendUN _ In backing Annan, Blair closed parent investigation by the Uni 
versed the refusal a week ago of bribes, kickbacks and under-the- looked forward to the fulldisclo- staff to Iraq, saying "its still not ` ranks with France and Germany, ed Nations, he conceded that Ап. 
US President George W. Bush to tablepaymentsthattookplaceun- sure of facts."Hesaid:“It’simpor- safe," and had told BBC before After meeting Chancellor Gerhard nan would not bear the burden of 
support Annan after Minnesota der the UN's collective nose." tant for the integrity of the UN to the election that the war in Iraq Schroeder in Germany, President his son's behavior. 
Republican Sen. Norm Coleman Не suggested that Annan had havea full and open disclosure of was “Illegal.” Jacques Chirac of France said: He said: “The son is an adult 
called for the resignation of An- been less forthcoming about the all that took place with the oil- The left-leaning Guardian "Germany and France reiterate and I think, generally speak- 
тап for failing to exercise effective role ofhisson, Kojo Annan, a Nige- forfood program.” newspaper in London read politi- their full support for Kofi Annan ing, there is a perceived differ- 
Oversight over the oilforfood па Базай businessman, who isre- Не had issued a veiled threat cal vengeance in the Bush admin- whose commitment to the alms of ence and a real difference be: 
Program oversight program, ported to have received $2,500 a thatthe United States might con- istration’s campaign against An- the United Nations is rotal.” tween adults, children and 
Which allowed Iraq to import month from Cotecna, a Swiss firm sider withholding its funding of nan and the United Nations. This Russian President Vladimir their parents.” 
goods under Security Council su- hired to monitor Iraq's imports un- the United Nations unless Annan was the contention of Hans Blix, Putin also backed Annan. "The Independent newspaper in 
pervision to ease the impact of UN der the oi-for food program. acted for full disclosure. The the UN chief inspector in Iraq London labeled the pursuit of An- 
sanctions on the regime of Sad- j s UnitedStatesprovides22percent who scrutinized Saddam Hus- Annan rebuttal nan a “witchhunt,” It described. 
dam Hussein and the Iraqi people. Bush'sbrowbeater of the UN's budget. sein’s weapons of mass destruc- — After the reelection of Bush, the attack as “the end game in a 
Coleman's resignation call wes Coleman served as the brow- This threat, 2s well аз the appar- tion capacity before the war,inan Blair, in an attempt to display malicious campaign orchestrated 
expressed in vehement language beater of what appeared tobe an ently concerted attack on Annan article atthe Guardian. some independence from Bush's by certain interests in the US with. 
that reflected the intensity of the orchestrated campaign in the Re- and the United Nations, seized on “Washington seems to take vic- unilateral foreign policy that has (е single aim of discrediting the 
anger of the Republican adminis- publican-controlled program to the involvement of Annan’s son as. tory in the presidential election as sidelined Americas traditional UN and all its works.” 
tration toward Annan, Undermine the United Nations an opening salvo of the campaign support for its decision to launch European allies, has worked Тһе oilfor-food program was 
Coleman, who is reported to that, under Annan’s leadership, to get back at Annan. the war on гад апа foritsdisdain- more closely with France and- undoubtedly tainted, the Inde- 
have close ties with the White had stood in the way of Bush's The campaign triggered thein- fulattitudetothe UN,"Blixsaid. Germany to rebuild the European pendent said, "but the greater 
House, had called for Annan's unilateral decisions to go to war ternational polarization of hostil- ра. Union as а counterweight to US scandal by far is Washington's 
resignation їп a statement to ће in Iraq. ity against the United States and Unfair criticism hegemonistic tendency to exer- crude misuse of congressional in- 
conservative Wall StreetJournal. The passion and anger behind the reopening of the cleavage be- "There is an intense campaign cise its military power. vestigation to exact revenge on 
Coleman, who chairs the Sen- the drive to blast out Annan from tween Washington and its Euro- of vilification, depicting the UN Countering accusations that the UN for its refusal to play 
ate permanent subcommittee on the United Nations were ill-con- pean allies that opposed the US- as ‘corruptItis as ifthe UN had his son had profited from the George Bush's game in Irag.” 


Angeles sizzles ... 


From page Al 


Оп Saturday, officials in this former Ameri- 
сап base town, unvelled a sizzling 2,890-kg 
serving of the native pork dish sisig, the biggest 
in the Philippines and probably in the world. 

"Let sisig and other food specialties be our 
trademark, not prostitution,” Mayor Carmelo 
Lazatin said as he opened the second Giant 
Sisig Festival at the Nepo Grounds here on 
Saturday night. 

On Lazatin's cue, 80 aspiring chefs from the 
Holy Angel University and the Republic Central 
Colleges grilled the nights gustatory delight. 

‘The finely chopped ingredients went into 
ап oil-coated, heated stainless steel plate that. 
was 4.87 meters wide and 9.75 meters long. 
‘The giant sisig was made with 1,200 kg of 
pork cheeks, 480 kg of pork rump (pigue), 
480 kg of chicken liver, 510 kg of onions and 
220 kg of calamansi (native lemons). 

Its total weight excluded the amount of soy 
sauce, siling labuyo (native chili) and pepper, said 
Rhoda Austria, chief of the HAUS culinary school. 

“Tt took us two days to prepare the ingredi- 
ems,” said Austria. She also led the team of 
cooks in last years May 17 launch. Typhoon 
“Yoyong” delayed this year's festival by a week. 

The huge serving, almost five times bigger 
than the one served last year, required the 
team to make the preparations at the city gov- 
ernment-run abattoir, she said. 

Outside the fence where the giant sisig 
plate sizzled, 10,000 holders of ticket stubs 
queued, waiting to be served. To show that 
they really came for the sisig and were deter- 
mined to taste it, they shunned the area 
where bands were playing. 

On both sides of the nearly three-hectare 
‘quadrangle, stalls sold cold beer and steamed 
rice, proof positive that sisig was no longer 
pregnant women’s fare—it had become а fa- 
vorite pulutan (bar chow) and main course. 

Lucia Cunanan, who elevated sisig to fame, 
was recognized during the event for "enrich- 
ing the Kapampangan culture." 

Sisig was first eaten by pregnant women, as 
recorded by Fray Diego Bergano in his 
17th-century book, "Vocabulario de la Lengua 
Pampanga en Romance," 

Sisig, Bergano said, was a cocktail snack of 
‘unripe mango, guava or papaya, It was anything 
fermented in vinegar. Mapanisig was someone 
who was fond of snacking on sour food, 

Local practice also had the cacagli (women 
in their first trimester of pregnancy) nibbling 
on sour fruits to relieve their discomfort. 

“Itis supposed that at this stage, the expec- 
tant mother seeks comfort in the wisdom of 
older women and, being Kapampangans, they 
always have something to munch on as they 
chat,” the HAU's Center for Kapampangan 
Studies wrote on the sisig's origin. 

Soon, the center said, the pregnant wom- 
ап concern for the baby in her womb grew. 

Sisig became a food for the butul ning pin- 
gul (baby's bones). 

‘The center noted that "as the pregnancy 
progresses, usually in the last trimester, the. 
‘expectant mother prepares a different kind of 
sisig. This time, the dish is a concoction of 
pigs ears and tail in vinegar" 

The cartilage, mothers said, made the 
bones of the fetus stronger. 

How sisig was turned into pulutan could be 
traced to a certain Fely, a barbecue vendor in 
the 1970s. 

According to a local tale, Fely empathized 
with the suffering of the wives of the drunks 
that she served the men sisig, which was then. 
exclusive to pregnant women. 

Fortunately or unfortunately, however, the 
men liked it. 

By 1974, Cunanan, or Aling Lucing to 
many added pork cheeks and chicken liver to 
the sisig. In place of vinegar, she used lemons. 

‘The 1980s saw the Sugay family of Angeles 
‘opening the Sisig Benedict that served the 
dish in sizzling plates. At about the same time, 
the Tayag family opened the restaurant Trellis 
in Quezon City, popularizing the Kapampan- 
gan specialty in Metro Manila. 
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XMAS WORK HOURS 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 15 to Jan. 6, 2005. 

"talked with the President 
this moming and she ap- 
proved of the scheme,” Fer- 
nando said in the agency's 
weekly program on radio sta- 
tiondzBB. 

Fernando added that the 
‘Tripartite Industrial Peace 
Council, comprised of repre- 
sentatives from the govern- 
ment, business and labor sec- 
tors, gave a thumbs up last 
week when the MMDA pro- 
posed the revival of the SWT. 

The MMDA chief said that 
according to the ММОАЗ ex- 
perience, a two-hour time 
difference between the work- 
ing schedule of government 
and private employees would 
be effective in addressing the 
Christmas traffic. 

"This is not an experi 


ment. The scheme has been 
proven to work," Fernando 
said, adding that the SWT 
would also decongest the 
mass transit systems during 
rush hour. 

He stressed that only em- 
ployees of government and 
private offices would be in- 
cluded in the scheme, 

“The implementation of 
the SWT excludes the 
schools," Fernando said. 

‘The MMDA chair sald that 
if found effective, the scheme 
which could remove 30 per- 
cent of the workforce from 
the road could be made per- 
manent. 

Fernando said there were 
some two to three million pri- 
vate employees and 500,000 
government workers in 
Metro Manila. 


WPD headquarters up for rehab 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


STARTING Wednesday, public 
and private employees will 
have to report for workon dif- 
ferent hours. 

Under the Staggered Work- 
ing Time (SWT) scheme, gov- 
emment workers will be re- 
quired to work from 7 a.m. to 
4 pm. while private employ- 
ees will have to work from 9 
am.to6p.m. 

The new work schedule 
formulated to help ease traf- 
fic during the Christmas sea- 
son was approved by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday, said Metropolitan 
Manila Development Author- 
iy (MMDA) Chair Bayani 
Fernando. 

Femando said the SWT 
would be in place from Dec. 


THE HEADQUARTERS of the Western Police Dis- 
trict (WPD) is next on the list of places eyed for re- 
habilitation by Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. 

“The building is actually a display of a break- 
down of discipline. The parking inside is so disor- 
derly that it has become susceptible to machina- 
tions of criminal elements,” said Atienza. 

‘Atienza initiated the rehabilitation project, 
which the mayor believes will help the Manila po- 
lice do its job better. 
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Annabelle: Lure of money caused my troubles Jalosjos collapses, 


ByNini Valera 


LOVE for money has placed talent 
manager Annabelle Rama in 


trouble—again. 


“Iwas blinded by money again 
that's why I agreed to manage 
Rochelle Sheree Quiambao,” Ra- 
ma told Inqumen Entertainment 


in Fllipino yesterday. 


Rochelle's mother, Shirley, has 
fled a complaint against Rama 
before the Quezon City court, ac- 
cusing her of breaking their agree- 
ment in the management of the 


young actress. 
The Quiambaos 


show biz career. 


have alo 
sought damages and have asked 
the court to prevent Rama from 
causing prejudice to Rochelles 


‘They also accused Rama of 


маз lured into entering into a bi 
selling to them over-priced jewel- 


management contract with the 5 
Quiambaos, Rama claimed. 

From the start, Rama told the 
Quiambaos that they needed to 
spend money to drive Rochelle to 
thetop. The expenses, Rama said, 
were for public relations. 

Rama claimed that after a 
whirl of publicity, Quiambao de- 
Rama claimed that when manded thatRamabook Rochelle 
Shirley first asked her to manage іп all television shows of GMA 7, 
Rochelle, she already saw the where Rama's son, Richard 
girl's inadequacies, like her in- Gutierrez, sa contract star 
ability to speakin Filipino. "One time, she told me she 

Rochelle grew up and studied would buy jewelry ifl could seeto 
inthe US. it that Rochelle becomes a pre- 

But when Quiambao started senter at the Star Awards,” Rama 
inviting Rama to dine in five star related. 
hotels and buying the jewelryshe ^ She claimed, "She bribed me 
had for sale, the talent manager into doing what she wanted by 


v 

But Rama denied the charges. 

“We agreed that she would act 
as co-producer in a Valentine con- 
cert that I would stage next year. 
But the check she issued me as 
her share in the costs of the con- 
cert bounced,” she explained. 


pected. 


Las Pifias fish port, bridge park open 


‘THE PAST and the future 
meet today as Las Pifias in- 
augurates the rehabilitated 
Zapote Bridge Park and the 
new fish port complex. 

Sen. Manny Villar leads 
the inauguration of the two 
projects with President 


Macapagal-Arroyo as guest 
of honor. 

The Zapote bridge was 
the site ofa major battle be- 
tween Spanish colonial 
forces and Filipino revolu- 
tionaries on Feb. 16, 1897. 

In a statement, Villar 


said the bridge project was to make Las Piñas the fish 
part ofhis and his wife Rep. ing capital of Metro Mani 
Cynthia Villar’s constituen- la. 
ey work and advocacy. 
Meanwhile, the fish port 
is envisioned to revive fish 
ing as the source of liveli 
hood among residents and 


*] hope that the bridge 
park and the fish port will 
be sources of pride to my 
constituents in Las Piñas,” 
the senator said. 


Manila 
readies 
wells 


MANILA Mayor Lito 
Atienza has ordered 
local officials to pre- 
pare six deep wells in 
the city in case of a 
water shortage due to 
blockage at the Umi- 
ray aqueduct in Gen- 
eral Nakas, Quezon. 

This | aqueduct 
channels water from 
the Umiray River and 
supplies 30 percent 
of Angat Dam’s water 
reserves. 

Atienza said Mani- 
la had six deep wells 
"which may be tapped 
ifneeded. 

The deep wells are 
in the Tondo Sports 
Complex, the Р Go- 
mez” Elementary 
School in Sta. Cruz, 
the Muslim Center, 
the Albert Elementary 
School in Sampaloc, 
the Paraiso ng Batang 
Maynila Playground 
in Malate, and the Ba- 
cood ‘Elementary 
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jewelry from me.” 

iey said she bought P2 mil- 

lion worth of jewelry from Rama 

but when appraised, the gems 

were worth only half the price. 
Rama complained that the gil 

did not perform as she had ex- 


“Т was even embarrassed when 
she guested in Mulawin because 

couldn't del 
in Filipino,” Rama claimed. 

‘The talent manager said she 
was set to file counter charges 
against the Quiambaos for the 
bouncing checks Rama claimed 
Shirley had issued to her, for 
breach of contract for Rochelle's 
withdrawal from the concert, and 
for libel for making 
statements against her. 


rushed to hospital 


By Nancy C. Carvajal the Makati Medical Center, 
(MMC) after he collapsed in his 
cell at the maximum security, 
compound. 7 

Extensive medical examina-, 
tion done on Jalosjos at that time 
showed that he was free of coro- 
nary artery disease. 

The MMC told the INQumum 
yesterday that Jalosjos was not 
on the list of patients confined at, 
the hospital 

However, a staff member at the 
hospitals admitting section said, 
“He might be under a different 
name. That's why his name did 
not appear on the computer.” 


RAPE convict former Zamboanga 
Rep. Romeo Jalosjos was rushed 
to a hospital outside the New 

bid Prisons (NBP) Saturday night 
after he complained of chest 
pains, an official said. 

“He was having chest pains and 
shortness of breath,” according to 
NBP officer in-charge Insp. Emilio 
Tupaz. 

Irwas the second time in three 
months that Jalosjos was taken 
out of prison for confinement in a 
hospital. 

1а October, he was confined at 
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! Congratulations to Manny Pacquiao—Ring Magazine's People's Champion! 


Р , NE Ed MESS eect 
In front of your proud countrymen and in devastating fashion, you have again proved to all, p B 5 
i that you are the world's best! 


{SMART salutes you, your incredible talent and looks forward to your continued success! 


жоф Amazing! 
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Every P300 purchase at Treats gets you а 16% discount on У on lee tickets. So shop at Treats now for a special holiday treat! а. PETRON 


Аз 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


SPORIS 


ike Golf sweeps Fil-Am 
as Juvic foils Murakami 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


BAGUIO CITY—With dozens of 
teams and more than a thousand 
players in all, the 55th Fil-Am In- 
-vitational was a success in itself. 


A virtual match play that decided the 
battle for the centerpiece Fil division was 
the icing on the cake. 

Juvic Pagunsan and Artemio Murakami: 
of Southwoods clashed in the final group 
‘Sunday and the countrys amateur ace pre- 
vailed in а notso-pretty manner to give 
Nike Golf the Fil title and a sweet sweep of 
the championship division. 

Pagunsan tallied 33 points and Muraka- 
mi a measly 27 at the short up-and-down 


Baguio Country Club layout here, and it 
proved to be the difference for Nike Golf, 
which had earlier completed an antici 
mactic romp in the Am category. 

The heroics of Pagunsan saved the day 
for Nike, which lost a three-point ovemight 
lead after Gene Bondoc of Southwoods as- 
sembled a 37, one-under 60 in medal play. 

‘Together with Jun Jun Plana’s 33 and 
Michael Bibat’s 32, Southwoods was wait- 
ing in the clubhouse with the lead, hoping 
fora decent round from Murakami to com- 
plete a comeback from 14 points down. 

But Pagunsan held sway in difficult con- 
ditions and Murakami filed to keep in step. 

Nike Golf went on to score 130 for the 
day to prevail by four points with its 556 to- 
tal and complete a Cinderella finish. 


"lisa clean sweep in our maiden oum: 
ment,” said Nike Golf team manager Nick 
Tuason. “We can't ask fora better result.” 

Southwoods, bannered by promising 
youngsters in its development program, 
had a final-round 129 for 552. PAL Inter- 
dub champion Del Monte (516 and 488) 
and last year’s Fil winner Mizuno-DHL (502 
and 453) finished third and fourth, respec- 
tively in both the Fil and Am divisions. 

Former caddies’ champion Jay Bayron 
assembled a 34, Abe Rosal accounted for 32 
and Boyet Saragoza was the last to count 
for Nike's Fil squad with his 31. 

Bayron went on to edge Bondoc by three 
points for the individual title with 145. 

Murakami, after bringing Southwoods 
to within three with a perfect 58 on Satur- 


day, had just one birdie against five bogeys 
aside from pick-ups on Nos. 3, Sand 11. 

Tommy Manotoc signed for a third 36 in 
four days as the Nike Am team completed a 
43-point win, also over Southwoods. 

The 55-year-old former national team 
mainstay won his first individual Am title 
with a 147 total, nine strokes up on team- 
mate Dave Hernandez. Manotoc had won 
the Fil individual itle a record eight times. 

"The important thing for us is our partici- 
pation here," said Manotoc. "I give kudos to 
Southwoods for the development that it is 
undertaking, especially with young players. 

Presented by Smart Communications, 
the tournament was also supported by 
Northwest Airlines, Royal Caribbean, 
Lucerne Jewelers, Wilson Sports, Heritage 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2004 


r 


PAGUNSAN 
delivers witha 33. 


Park, Caltex, Ottica Eyewear, Lamoiyan- 
Hapee, San Miguel, Aresi, Ayala Land, Club 
Marinduque and U-Bix Corp. 

Camp John Hay came up with 102 to 
rule the Fil Flight A with 439. The Ram 
Masters Golf Team was second with 418. 

Crystal Dew Matikas scored 94 for 328 
torule the Am Division Flight B while Syn- 
dicate totaled 337 to capture the Flight C 
crown. Publicis Dialog-Shoemart won the 
Flight D title with 293. 


Pacquiao stamina stinks 


MANNY Pacquiao, please listen because not 
even your best friend would dare tell you 
this: 

Pacman, you indeed looked super, terri 
ic, golden, great out there when you 
stopped your ambitious Thai foe on Satur- 
day. 

You averted what could ve been another 
national disaster by staying on your feet 
and scoring that screaming knockout. 

You could now take a break and splurge. 

Here's a salute. Happy Holidays. 

Happy Birthday, happy hero. 

Now, listen, please. 

Your conditioning, your stamina stinks, 

You indeed packed the big punch 

You were able to display a budding new 
weapon in your arsenal: your promising 
right cross. 

But you came to that championship fight 
with your oxygen tank only half full. 


You're free to deny this. 

But if you do, you'd only be fooling your- 
self. 

Tes like this: By the third round, you were 
trying to suck in air 

You were already breathing through your 
mouth. 

Well, you did start out like a house on 
fire. 

"There was no denying you wanted to pin 
the Thai down, floor him for good after the 
first bell 

But then, your timing was off right at the 
жап. 

‘You were very tight. You were sluggish. 

In short, you were not ready for that big 
one against Juan Manuel Marquez. 


You were, at best, only half ready fora su- 
per featherweight like Marquez. 

"Thank God, Fahsan ЗК Battery, despite all 
his noisy vows to stop you, did not happen 
tobe a distant cousin of Señor Marquez. 

You could've stopped the Thai with only 
one hand: your left. 

In fact, you did crush him, to the delight 
of all of us, after coming in only half ready 
fora title bout. 

1 know you later admitted to someone 
close (to you) that you were something like 
80 percent ready for the fight. 

OK. No problem with your punching 
power. 

You could even say you surpasted your- 
self in the fourth round with two successive. 
uppercuts that both toppled Pahsan, the 
second one sending him airborne, then flat 
on the cold, slippery canvas for good. 


But please don't believe what you bad to 
say during the on-ring celebration, 
Be more objective now. Be honest with 


Am 
Recab Trinidad WV 


yourself. 

At best, you could've been only seventy 
per cent ready for that big assignment last 
Saturday. It could be a lot worse. 

No, you were not expected to come in 
perfect, super-super form. 

But, after having thanked everybody, 
why not thank also the guy who hand- 
picked Fahsan for your tune-up match? 

Fahsan was a darling. He fitted his role to 
aT 

Now this isnotto say that the Thai had to 
be sacrificed. 

But, then, what if they had taken some- 
body who could box and move around? 


DOWN AND OUT; Fahsan ЗК Battery lies on the canvas after getting hit by a Pacquiao wicked upperci 


PACQUIAO corners Fahsan with a flurry of 
punches in the second round. covevarcasis 


What if they had brought you a foe who 
could slip past your deadly reach, say, in the 
first four rounds. 

You would have lost your breath come 
the fifth or sixth. 

You would've spent your poor oxygen 
thank empty. 

‘And then: disaster. 

Well it's too late now, but it wouldve been a 
totally different story if the Thais, as initially 
planned, had decided to make Fahsan run in 
the first rounds to induce tiredness. 

We've all been very lucky that Fahsan, а 
pure fighter, did not happen to be a master 
boxer equipped with enviable ringmanship. 

Не was a flat, out-and-out slugger who 
Just stood there and dished out what he 
could take. 

If Fahsan had, say, borrowed a pair of 
magical Ali fighting shoes that could've al- 


lowed him to stay out of yout killer fists for 
maybe four rounds, we could've all woke up. 
the morning after feeling like a funeral par- 
Tor. 

Fahsan was later overheard offering his 
apologies. 

Bur, then, he had nothing to be sorry 
about. 

He did his role, provided the perfect 
share for a perfect mismatch, if there's such 
a thing. 

Have you talked to Lenny de Jesus, your 
visiting cur man? 

Ronnie Nathanielsz, who cares for you as 
he would a favorite son, said Lenny had told 
him that your timing was off right in the 
first round. 

“The fight against Fahsan was great for 
the fans, but definitely not for Manny Pac- 
quiao," Mr. Ronnie had quoted him as say- 


also talked to Freddie Roach, 
your terrific trainer who leaves for Califor- 
nia today. 

From what Ronnie had told us, Freddie, 
although displeased with some gossip on 
his love life, was supposed to have advised 
you that you'd need loads and loads of hard 
work. 

Why? Because it's Marquez, the deliber- 
ate master counter-puncher you'd be bang- 
ing it up with in late February. Not Fahsan or 
another obscure Thai dreamer for that mat- 
ter. 

if Roach had not told you yer, he said you 
better cut your holidays short and report to 
the Wild Card Gym immediately the day af- 
ter Christmas. 

Please don’t ask the amazed sidestreet 
fish vendor, the poor worker, everybody 
whom you had rendered ecstatic, very, very 
proud with your feat. 

You were indeed incandescent, lumi- 
nous, electric, and you charged the spirit up 
of the poor plodding masa with that magi- 
cal knockout win of yours. 

You did create an unforgettable Saturday 
night fever, complete with fireworks light- 
ing up overcast skies. 

But, then, if you ask people who know 
and love Philippine boxing, like Tony 
Aldeguer and Wakee Salud, both noted 
makers of world champions who were at 
ringside on Saturday, you'd be told that you 
need to shape up (for Señor Marquez) fast. 

Wake described your stamina against 
Fahsan as a screaming disaster 

Mr. Aldeguer said it was very evident you 
had to cram for the Fahsan bout. 

1 have nothing more to add. Thanks for 
the fun. 

‘Atleast, you yourself had a good workout. 


repeat over 
Ginebra Kings 


Pyme Navarre GAME TOMORROW (San Sebastian 


Recoletos бут, Cavite Ci) 


THE ALASKA Aces have found a 5 p.m.—Rod Bull vs Purefoods 


whipping boy in the Barangay 
Ginebra Gin Kings. 

Just three weeks after stunning 
the Gin Kings, the Aces repeated the 
trick last night, posting a remark 
able 102-88 victory that put them 
doser to a twice-to-beat incentive 
going into the playoffs of the Gran 
‘Matador PBA Philippine Cup. 

Brandon Cablay scored 13 of his 
16 points in the final half and led 
seven Aces in double figures as 
Alaska followed up its shocking 98- 
95 overtime win over Barangay 
Ginebra last Nov. 21 іп a game 
where it wailed by as many as 23 
points. 

“We just caught them on a good 
night,” said Alaska coach Tim Cone, 
whose Aces have now dealt the Gin 
Kings their only two setbacks in 10 
games. 

By notching their seventh victory 
їп 16 games, the Aces are now in 
tight race with Purefoods, San 
Miguel Beer, Coca-Cola and Red 
Bull for the No. 4 spot and the 
twice-to-beat edge that goes with it 

But the Aces, despite enjoying а 
higher quotient over the other 
teams except Red Bull, is quite real- 
isticabout it. 

"No. 4 is а possibility but Red 
Bull has to lose games for us,” said 
Cone, who registered his first back- 
to-back victories in the conference. 

In the second game, Coca-Cola 
caught Alaska at 6-9 via a 102-96 
victory over Red Bull 

‘The Gin Kings were in the thick 
of the fight three-fourths of the way 
before their weary legs gave way, 
allowing the Aces to outscore them, 
32-18, in the final quarter. 

Оп his second game after coming 


SPORTSWATCH 
Ateneo de Manila, USC pace Milo caging 


DAVAD CITY—Ateneo de Manila and Сери San Cartos University scored two vic- 
tories each Saturday lo shbw the way in the 2004 Milo BEST SSP/Passerelle na- 
tional basketball finals at the Holy Cross gym here. The Manilas spilled defending 
‘champions Ateneo de Davao, 69-57, and then crushed Baguio’ St. Louis Univer- 
sity, 107-45, in the Passerelle division. St Louis replaced Luzon regional champi- 
‘on St. Anthony College of Pampanga which did not show up. San Carlos downed 
Ateneo de Mania, 58-54, in overtime and Pampanga's St. Scholastica Academy, 
662-35, to lord it over in the SBP (Small Basketeers Philippines) division. in other 
games, Ateneo de loo whipped St. Louis, 107-45, in the Passerelle group; and 
‘Mindanao champion Ateneo de Zamboanga beat St. Scholastica Academy, 59-41. 
but bowed to Aleneo de Manila, 48-69, in the SBP category. 


Jungolf Yuletide tourney set in 2 courses 
TWO COURSES will be the battleground when the country's finest jungollers dis- 
pula the tiles în six divisions in the annua Crist tournament ol the Junior 
Сой Foundation ofthe Philippines sponsored by Nise on Monday. Jungoliars In 
Class A (15-17 years), Class B (13-14), Class C (11-12) and Class D (9-10) wil 


offa five-game layoff due to a hurt- 
ing knee, Mike Cortez quarterbacked 
the Aces offense led by Cablay, Jef- 
frey Cariaso and Reynel Hugnatan. 

‘Cariaso and Hugnatan scored 
seven of their 15 points in the 
fourth while Sonny Thoss and Bong 
Hawkins finished with 13 points 
each. Don Allado and Cortez 
chipped in 12 points apiece. 

Despite absorbing their fifth set- 
back in 15 games, the Gin Kings re- 
mained in the hunt for one of the 
top wo seats along with Talk ‘N 
“Text (11-4) and Shell (10-6). 

Eric Menk dominated the shaded 
lane in the first half while Mark 
Caguioa and Jayjay Helterbrand 
took over in the third quarter as the 
Gin Kings kept the Aces at bay. 

But Menk was limited to a single 
free throw and Caguioa had more 
misses than baskets in the last per 
od to pave the way for Alaska's 
breakaway. Menk finished with 24 
points and Caguioa added 20. 

The scores: 

First Game 

ALASKA 102—Саау 16, Hugatan 15, 
база 18, Toss 13, Нам 13, Cortez 12, 
Flao 12, Dus Johnson O. Padila 0. 

GINEBRA 88— Monk 24, Caguioa 20, Hel- 
‘errand 14, Абий 9, See 9, Samos 4, 
Valenzuela 3, Staion 3, Noble 2, ana 
бало, Baesteros 0 

Ouarters: 21-20, 43-49, 70-70, 102-88. 

Second Game 

COCACOLA 102—Peek 28, Ago 16, 
Reais 12, Morano 12, Avenido 10, Antonio 9, 
Мант, inio 6, Cha 2 La 0. 

RED BULL 98—Vitanueva 30, Tugade 4, 
Baguo 13. Asaytono 12, Lopez 10, Bamardo 
4, Toron 3. Robinson 0, Арай 0, Aare 0. 

Quarters: 20-18, 46-37, 79-68, 102-96 


різу at the Cantubang Golf and Country Club in Laguna while those in Class E (7-8) 
‘and Class F (6 and under) will see action at the executive course of the Riviera Golf 
‘and Country Club in Silang. Cavite. interested players are advised lo register on or 
before Dec. 17. Coinciding with the tournament is the renewal of membership and 
the election of officers. For inqulnes, call Ihe Jungolf office at 883-05-89. Nika, 
through its Philippine distributor PacSpor's Philippines, is providing glveways and 
чїй be rang ой items to all participants as part ol ts sponsorship. 1 


75fightsgetPasayderbyunderway — 4 
SEVENTY-FIVE fights are on lap when the Pasko sa Pasay 4-Cock Derby gels 00- 
ing at 4 p.m. today al the air-condluoned Pasay City Cockpit. Organizers expectan- 
‘other banner crowd in the derby sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000, 

paan B-50 Forten and Sagupaan Mite Freo. The three-day cockfest, which will also 
Be ht on Wednesday and Fay, is one of Ihe two major беплев stagad yearly by 
the POC management. the oer being the PCC Anniversary Derby in July. PIL 
managers Oscar Gonzales, Eric dela Rosa and Bulchoy Olano said thal, as à 
Consimas gitt to cockers, the P1.5 milion prize wil be given to ha winners re 
 gardless of the number of entries. Entry fee is P8,800 with a minimum bet of 
P5,500. Participants vying in Wednesday's eliminations must submit their entries 
tomorrow from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. For inquiries, сай 843-1890, 843-1746 or 816-6750. 
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VETERAN Corazon Soberre and young Syrel Ramos com- 
bined for a one-hit 8-0 shutout by the Philippine Blu Girls 
over Thailand yesterday at the start of the 8th Asian Wom- 
en's Softball Championship at the Rizal Memorial ballpark. 


GAMES TODAY (Aza! Ballpark) 
Ba m—Chinese-Taipal vs. Japan 
10am—DPR Korea vs. China 
12 pm.—Hong Kong vs. Korea 
2.m.—indonesia vs. Philippines 
4 pa.—indiavs. Singapore 
6 p.m.— Malaysia vs. Thailand 


The 25-year-old Soberre mes- 
merized the Thai batters with an ar- 
тау of pitches, striking out five bat- 
ters and giving up only a hit in four 
innings. 

Ramos then took over in the 
fifth, yielding also a hit and retiring 
three of four batters to sustain the 
Blu Giris’ run and clinch the easy 
‘win that enabled them to join de- 
fending champion China for the 
Group Blead. 

The Chinese, winner of the last 
four stagings of the meet, crushed 
Indonesia in an abbreviated game, 
13-0, while powerhouse Japan, 
third placer in the last Athens 
Olympics, also opened its campaign 
with an even more lopsided 28-0 
romp over Hong Kong. 


“Our pitchers and our hitters per- 
formed well,” said national coach 
Rolly Malaguit in Filipino. "If we 
can play this way in our succeeding 
games, we have a big chance of 
Teaching the finals” 

With Soberre, part of the nation- 
al team which saw action in the 
2002 Busan Asian Games, and 
Ramos dominant on the mound, 
left fielder Reynali Ardio and pitch- 
er Dione Macasu sparked а 10-hit 
attack against the Thais. 

Ardio went three for three and 
drove in two runs while Macasu hit 
a tipleto highlight a five run, shit 
first inning that chased Thailand's 
star pitcher Pasinee Mantalamp. 

‘Amnuay Klumdeng took over 
but failed to stop the Blu Giris ram- 
page. She allowed three hits and 
two runs in the second, and another 
hitand a nun in the fourth. 

‘The Philippines faces Indonesia 
today at 2 pnr, with either Macasu 
or Heidilyn Arca as starting pitcher 

"With this victory, 1 expect an 
even better game against Indone- 
sia,” said the 32-year-old Malaguit. 
“We saw how the Indons played 
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REYNALI Ardio of the Philippines beats the tag of the Thai catcher in the first inning. 


against China and we have a very 
good chance of winning." 

Japan opted to start Takayama 
instead of star pitcher Yukiko Ueno, 
who had a perfect game in the 
Japanese! 3-0 win over the Chinese 


Blu Girls overwhelm Th 


in the battle for the bronze during 
the recent Athens Games. 

She lost her bid for a perfect 
game when Hong Kong catcher 
‘Tang Choi Chu singled in the sec- 
ond inning. 


Jesuson 


“We're expected to win against 
Hong Kong, thats why we gave 
‘Ueno time to rest," said Japan coach 
Hidetomi Ikawa through an inter- 
preter "We want to get back at them. 
We're preparing against China." 


u 
ais, 8-0 


The 12-nation meet, sponsored 
by San Miguel Corp, Cebuana 
Lhuillier, Oishi Products, Boysen 
Paints, Toyota, Chinese-Filipino 
Business Club, ‘Sol Vic Industrial 
Products, Burlington Socks and 
Standard Electric, serves as the 
qualifying meet for Asia in the 2007 
world championships in Shanghai. 

The scores 

First Game 

Innings 128458 7A HE. 

Japan 641 828 191 

Hong Kong 0010—0010 

Baters: Juri Takayama (otha), Eml Ind 
(cache), Japan; Yue Ch Wah, Young Ou YI 
(picher), Yang Choi Chu (cacher) Hong 
Kong. 

Second Game 

Innings 1284567—R HE 

China $422—13 150 

Indonesia (000—022. 

Baters: Yu Hull, Oui Ја (otc), Lu V 
(cacher, Chira лагв, Mutara Halmaher- 
awati (pitcher), Rhodani Iskandar (catcher). 
Indonesia. 

Third Game 

"ings 12348567—RHE 

Thalland00000—-023 

RP5201X—8101 

Baters: Ma Corazon Sober, Syd 
amas (picher, Haydee Bongas (catcher), 
Philippines; Pasinee Manila, Amnusy 
тато (och), Papom Sith, (cach 
er Tand. 


Del Rosario 
bows to 
World Cup 
champion 


SINGAPORE Asia' top-ranked bowler, Liza 
del Rosario of the Philippines, failed in her 
World Cup bid Sunday, bowing to eventual 
champion Shannon Pluhowsky of the United 
States, 0-2 (229-259 and 169-269), in the 
semifinals at the SuperBowl SAFRA Mount 
Faber lanes here. 

The 26-year-old Del Rosario looked im- 
pressive in knocking out Sweden's Helen 
Johnsson, 2-0, in Saturday's quarterfinals. But 
she lost her touch against No. 2 seed 
Pluhowsky, the 2002 winner and last years 
runner-up to Canada's Kerrie Ryan-Clach, 

Pluhowsky the 22-year-old US national 
amateur champion, won the toumament 
again Sunday with a 2-0 (236-200, 234-185) 
victory over Ryan-Cia 

The other Philippine entry, Chester King, 
was eliminated in the quarterfinals Saturday. 

RyanClach outsteadied Puerto Rico's 
Yoselin Leon, 2-1 (279-190, 193-257 and 208- 
193), in the other semifinal contest to set upa 
rematch for the 40th AMF World Cup crown 
with Pluhowsky. 


Del Rosario missed the opportunity to pull 
ahead after the seventh frame when sbe left 
the 3-67-10 pin standings and failed to con- 
ven the split. That left her 12 pins behind go- 
ing into the ninth. 

“The American took full advantage and 
strickoutto takea 1-0 lead. 

Pluhowsky carried the momentum from the 
first game to the second as she reeled off six 
consecutive strikes from frame 2 through 7. 

The men’s semifinal and championship 
rounds were also scheduled for Sunday. 

Singapore's Remy Ong, the No. 6 seed, 
faced No. 2 seed Petter Hansen of Norway in 
the opening semifinal. No. 5 seed Yahav Rabin 
of Israel and No. 8 seed Kai Virtanen of Fin- 
Jand were paired in the second match. 
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Coseteng bags Touring Car crown 


ROSARIO, Batangas—Caltex Havoline- 
‘SMB Strong Ice driver Jody Coseteng 
captured the coveted National Touring 
Car Championship plum at the close of 
the 2004 PCSO Grand Prix at the Batan- 
gas Racing Circuit recently. 

Cosereng placed second to Petron Ul- 
топу Kookie Ramirez in the moming 
action but came back in blazing form to 
rule the final race of this event senc- 
tioned by the Automobile Association of 
the Philippines. 

Coseteng held off Ramirez going into 
the last two laps to wrap up the 12-lap 


race in 26 minutes 24.839 seconds, or 
just 0.034 seconds ahead of Ramirez. 

Rey Reyes of Autoklasse finished 
third in both races and captured the 
overall runner-up trophy in the National 
"Touring Car Championship. 

He likewise bagged the Class B crown 
over Dominic Bon and overall third 
placer Oscar Aguilar of Catex Havoline. 

Miguel Lazaro survived an exciting 
duel with archrival Renan Morales to 
clinch the National Junior Touring Car 
Championship and the Novice crown. 

Caltex Havolines Peewee Mendiola 


The New Musso 4x4. 


Extreme Driving Excitement. 


and Dahlia Guerrero shared third 
honors in the МЛСС while Christian 
Aguilar of Caltex Havoline wound up 
fourth and third in the Novice division. 

Sharing the spotlight wes Miguel 
Lazaro who survived the exciting climax 
against archrival Renan Morales to 
inch the National Junior Touring Car 
Championship and the Novice crown. 

Caltex Havolines Peewee Mendiola 
and Dahlia Guerrero shared third place 
honors in the NJTCC while Christian 
‘Aguilar of Caltex Havoline wound up 
third fourth in the Novice division, 
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Agojo leads Samsung Tour hopefuls 


JAYVIE Agojo heads list of favorites. 


CEBU—In-form Jayvie Agojo is ex- 
pected to easily clinch a spot in the 
grand finals as she leads the cast for 
the seventh and final qualifying leg of 
the, Samsung Amateur Tour which 
starts with the 72-hole men's champi- 
onship division battle tomorrow 
(Tuesday, Dec. 14) at the exclusive 
Cebu Country Club here. 

‘Agojo, the star of the Puerto Rico 
World Amateur team and who just 
posted a runaway win in the recent 
Manila Ladies Amateur, is entered in 
ladies Class A heavily favored due to 
the short 36-tole format. 

Expected to challenge Agojo, set to 
join the Pepperdine University in the 
United States for the NCAA wars early 
next year, are national teammate Anya 
Tanpinco of Bacolod and jungolfer 
Kathleen Uy. 

‘There are 150 registered entries who 
will be contesting the slots in eight dif- 


ferent divisions: championship, Class 
А,В, C and D for men and Class A, B. 
and Cfor ladies. Except for the champi- 
onship, ай the rest will be played on 
"Thursday and Friday (Dec. 16-17). 
The grand finals of the Samsung 
Tour also sponsorsed by Tokyo Tokyo, 
-Lium Fiber, Gatorade, Philippine Air- 
lines, adidas Taylor Made, KZG by Cus- 
tom Clubmakers, Pink Patio Boracay, 
Coppertone Sport, and Rogin-E will be 
played at the Wack Wack Golf and 
Country Club on Feb. 8-11. Killer-Bee, 
Jam 88.3, Wave 89.1, Magic 89.9, 99.5 
RT and 1035 K-Lite are media part- 
ners. 
ic Deen will be gunning for a third 
straight title in the men’s championship. 
against a tougher opposition this time. 
Meanwhile, the organizing Profes- 
sional Sports Management Group an- 
nounced yesterday that Tagaytay High- 
lands and Tagaytay Midlands will host. 


the Samsung Interscholastics on Jan. 
22:0 24 next year. 

Boy Blue Ocampo of PSMG said that 
the Tagaytay management has gener- 
‘ously approved the weekend schedule. 
1o enable more students and schools to 
join the tournament which supple- 
ments the youth development program 
Of the Junior Golf Foundation of the 
Philippines. 

The Tagaytay toumey is the other 
half of a two school-season events 
sponsored by Samsung to be held next 
year 

"Of course, the weekend schedule 
already has triggered a deluge of 
quiries from various schools and we're 
now expecting a record attendance in 
Tagaytay” said Ocampo. 

Thirty schools from all over Metro 
Manila competed in the last Inter- 

holastics at the executive course of 
Valley. 
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CANON EOS-1D MARK II DSLR 

CANON EOS 10D KIT 

CANON EOS 300D KIT 

CONSOLATION PRIZES - PHP 2000 worth of Git Certificates 


January 22232005 


Candid Wedding Photo Contest is presented by Canon Pilppses in cooperation with the Pipl Cay leqérar end сыт esis master 
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www.lbcexpress.com 


IS Snipers 
| knot URBL 


SANTO Domingo, llocos Sur—The host locos 
Sur Snipers closed out the game with a 9-0 
run to turn back M. Lhuillier-Cebu, 85-76, in 
overtime yesterday and tie at 1-all the United 
Regional Basketball League (URBL) Finals at 
the Santo Domingo People's Center here. 

Jeff Sanders, who led the Snipers with 20 
points, sparked the crucial spurt in the extension 
which the Cebuanos forged behind Woodraw 

hose driving layup forged the 68-68. 
and of the regulation period. 
five championship series spon- 
sored by adidas, Lactovitale, Pagcor and PCSO 
resumes Wednesday at the New Cebu City Coli- 
seum, which will also host Game 4. 

The game was still ded at 76 when Sanders 
drilled in a triple to install locos Sur ahead for 
good, 79-76, with 1:26 remaining. 

“The Jewelers’ woes started from there. 

Bong Marata muffed his charities then fouled 
Sanders, who made it 80-76 with 25 seconds to 
go. When Enriquez missed a triple on the next 
play, Snipers skipper Allan Yu grabbed the re- 
bound and quickly ran down the court for an un- 
molested layup, 82776. 

A technical foul slapped on Lhuillier coach 
Raul Alcoseba for vehemently protesting a non- 
call by the referees resulted in another free throw 
by Yu before Dondon Mendoza capped the 
Snipers’ endgame salvo. 

А Game Five, if necessary, will be played on 
Dec. 19 in Santo Domingo. 

Meanwhile, the cause-worthy battle for third 
place between Harbour Centre-Pampanga and 
the Quezon Coco Huskers will be played Dec. 14 
at the University ofthe Assumption campus. 

Proceeds from the said game will benefi vic- 
tims of the recent typhoons that devastated Que- 
zon and adjoining provinces. 

The scores: 

ILOCOS SUR 85—Sancers 20, D Mendoza 17, Marigo 10. 
Rauschmayer 9, Sata Сло 9, Yu 8, Barbosa 8, Hardin 4. 
[^m 

M. LHULLIER 75—Ваео 17, Laygo 17. Marata 13, En- 
rique 7, Dacia штала 6 Aying 5, Cfioneo 2, Smith 2, de 
Guzman 1, Rubi O, L Garia 0, Ocañada 0. 

Quarters: 15-24, 39-40, 55-54, 68-68 гей, 85-78 (0T). 


PHILIPPINE Maritime Institute roared to its sixth 

t victory with a 79-43 demolition of Rizal 
Technological University yesterday in the 12th 
National Capital Region Athletic Association 
‘women’s basketball tournament at the EAC gym. 

Ruby Abad sizzled with 21 poins for the Lady 
Admirals, who advanced to the semifinals along 
with La Salle-Manila (5-1). 

Janice de Guzman chipped in 16, scoring 
eight as PMI took an early 19-8 lead. 

"The Lady Admirals hardly felt the absence of 
skipper Eileen de Jesus, who hurt her left ankle 
against La Salle-Dasmariñas last Tuesday 

In junior action, Colegio de San Lorenzo out- 


MICHELLE Laborte (with glasses) blocks a spike of Arı 
Beach Volleyball championship. The Navy tandem of L 


Navy spikers 
beach volley 


PHILIPPINE Navy spikers Michelle 
Laborte and Cecille Tabuena fended 
off the challenge of Philippine 
Army's Jennifer Bohawe and Patricia 
Siatan, 21-15, 21-13, yesterday to 
rule the fourth and final leg of the 
2004 Petron Ladies Beach Volleyball 
"Tournament at the Cantada Sports 
Center. 

Using their better coverage of the 
sandcoum and the crushing kills by 
Labonte, the Navy ladies dominated 
the Siatan-Bohawe pair from start to 
finish, tuming what was supposed to 
be a thrilling duel into a onesided 
тош. 

"Compared with our third leg victo- 
ту in Subic, this is bigger and sweeter 
for us because it was achieved against 
such veteran stars of the beach volley- 
ball circuit," said Tabuena, who like 
her partner Laborte is a former stand- 
out of the University of St, La Salle in 
Bacolod City 


Tabuen ad 
plus a cropi t 
effort while vt. 
for P5,000 m th 
ney backed I» 
by former vat 
Tisha Abun 
"The bua 
leaps and інеі 
ginnings 
mostawan v 
country tod. 
former cor:n 
Spons Con 
The power) 
ironically «c» 
the semi 
over Rubit ela 
Rosa, traile Ho. 


Tabuena pw 
there and te 


PMI clinches 6th victory 


classed Polytechnic University of the Philippines, 


96-37, toimprove to 3-2. 


San Beda-Alabang won over Emilio Aguinal 
do College, 118-25, while Olivarez College 
downed RTU, 72-34. 

RTU earlier crashed FAC, 55-35, in Saturday's 
women's showdown. 

Thescores: 

PMI 7S—Abad 21, de Guzman 16, Montoya 8, Guat 8. 
 Cuiamiao 7, Suarez, Tonz6, Romero Reynaldo 2, Diqul- 
b2 

RTU 43—Ong 12, Abocl 11, Vale 5, Perata 4, Binal 4. 
Bancafor 2, Reyes 2, Lapitan 2, Pena, Corral ©. 

Найт: 35-24. 


Over 50 years of service to Filipinos everywhere. 


24-HOUR NATIONWIDE DOOR-TO-DOOR COURIER 


RVICES * MONEY REMITTANCE • FLOWERS EXPRI 


+ PHOTO SERVICES • BILL PAYMENTS 


Laborte won P10,000 
lr their championship 
ип and Bohawe settled 
beach volleyball tour- 
|'естоп and organized 
jal volleyball team star 
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Kings flog Pacers in OT; 


to help the Sacramento Kings hold off the Indiana Pac- 
ers, 97-92, in overtime Saturday night. 


"They made us take quick shots and 
we played a litte selfish at times,” 
Webber said. “But we have to play on a 
more consistent level to be as good as 
we want to be." 

Indiana had six players reach dou- 
ble figures, but Reggie Miller missed 
his last eight shots and the Pacers lost 
their seventh straight. 

Sacramento's Brad Miller, an All- 
Star with Indiana, sealed the win with 
four free throws in the final nine sec- 
onds of overtime. 

Sacramento has won six of its last 
seven games. 

Austin Croshere led the Pacers with 
21 poins—13 in the fourth quarter 
and overtime. Jeff Foster added 11 
points and 18 rebounds. 

In Houston, Michael Finley scored а 
season-high 26 points and led a huge 
third-quarter charge as Dallas handed 
Houston its biggest loss of the season, 
102-78, 

Finley, recovering from a sprained 
right ankle, hie five of his eight 3-point 
attempts. He made four straight 3- 
pointers in a 23-8 run in the third 
quarter 

Dirk Nowitzki added 22 points and 
14 rebounds for Dallas, and Tracy Me- 
Grady led Houston with 15 points. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Pau Gasol 
scored 20 points and Shane Battier hit 
four free throws in the final 20 seconds 


tolead Memphis past Detroit, 72-68. 

Battier broke a 68-68 tie with two 
free throws with 19.4 seconds гетай 

ig, and added two more with 12 sec- 
nds left to complete the scoring. De- 
troitis Rasheed Wallace missed a pair 
of 3-pointers and had another shot 
blocked by Gasol in the final seconds. 

Wallace had 22 points for the Pis- 
tons, and Richard Hamilton scored 18. 

їп Chicago, rookie Ben Gordon 
scored a career-high 31 points, 16 in 
the fourth quarter to help Chicago 
hold off a furious Minnesota come- 
back and hold on for a 99-88 triumph. 

Minnesota trailed by 24 in the sec- 
‘ond quarter and rallied within one in 
the final period but couldnt get the 
lead because Gordon scored 10 
straight points for the Bulls at one 
juncture, hittin 

Kirk Hinrich added 19 points for the 
Bulls. Kevin Garnett had 16 points and 
21 rebounds for the Timberwolves. 

In San Antonio, Tim Duncan scored 
34 points, and San Antonio had its 
best shooting night of the season en 
route to a 116-97 route of Cleveland. 

The Spurs shot 84 percent from the 
floor in the first half to take a 69-45 
lead, and finished the night at 66 per- 
cent. 

Cleveland's Drew Gooden scored а 
season-high 28, and LeBron James 
added 23 points and 10 assists. 


c= 


In Atlanta, Richard Jefferson scored 
19 of his 21 points in 
the second half, 
and Travis Best, 
starting in place v 
of Jason Kidd, 
had a season- , 
high 21 for New Ө 
Jersey as the Nets 
tripped the 
Hawks, 95-90. 

Kidd, who played 
17 minutes s he contin 
ues to recover from a knee in 
jury, hit five of six free throws in 

final 33.4 seconds and fin- 
ished with nine points. 

Antoine Walker led the Hawks 
with 25 points and 13 rebounds. 

In Seattle, Paul Pierce scored 
22 points and Gary Payton had 
21 against his former team to 
help Boston beat Seattle, 98-84, 
and snap a three-game losing 
streak. 

The Sonics had won eight of nine 
after losing in Boston on Nov. 21, but 
now the Celtics are responsible for two 
of Seattie's four losses on the season. 

Los Angeles, Kobe Bryant scored 37 
points and had 10 rebounds as the Los 
Angeles Lakers edged crosstown rivals 
the Clippers, 89-87. 

The game was close most of the 
way, with Bryant helping pull it out by 
scoring nine points in a late 4:39 span. 

Bryant missed making it three 
triple-doubles in а row, finishing with 
five assists.. Lamar Odom added 19 
амі 12 rebounds forthe Lakers. АР 


„тл LA Lakers sink Clippers 


NDIANAPOLIS—Chris Webber had 26 points, 10 re- 
bounds and six assists, and Mike Bibby added 21 points 


KOBE Bryant of the Los Angeles Lakers 
drives with the ball against the Los Angeles 
Clippers at the Staples Center. Bryant 
torched the Clippers with 37 points. 


” 


ANAHEIM, California—David Wells 
made the surprising decision to sign 
with the Boston Red Sox, Carl Pavano 
picked the New York Yankees and 
Roger Clemens narrowed his choices 
to the Houston Astros or retirement. 
"While the Yankees efforts to sign Pa- 
vano moved forward, there might be а 
hitch in New York's deal with Jaret 


Wright, with the team still evaluating 
the results of his physical. 

Wells, a loud lefty known for his un- 
abashed love of Yankees history, agreed 
to an $8 million, two-year contract with 
Boston that could be worth up to $18 
million over two years, a deal subject to 
Wells, also nicknamed Boomer, passing 
a physical. 


3 ‘Babe’ Boomer signs with Sox 


Ir will be sort of a Babe Ruth reverse 
commute for Wells, who spent four sea- 
sons with the Yankees during two tours. 
In June 1997, he even wore a Ruth cap 
from 1934 during a game against Cleve- 
land. 

‘Clemens, 42, said last week that he 
was leaning toward retirement and will 
make his decision between Jan. 5-20. AP 
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nent has grown by 
|= from its humble be- 
ir to one of the major, 
еура! meets in the 
[aid Abundo, who is a 
oner of the Philippine 
on. 

iking Navy duo, which 
тег rough-sailing in 
a slim 21-17 victory 
Lon and Josie May dela. 
jawe and Siatan in the 
|e at 2-0 before a string 
те brought them con- 


led up the pace from 
1 places with Laborte. 


[ale N Text’s new tower of power 


EN Talk 'N Text sent Mark 
[n to a US training camp to 
k on his game, nobody 
|v how much impact that 
е meant until the new PBA 
оп got going. 
Vith the suspension of Asi 
lava in the wake ofthe recent 
ham crackdown, Telan be- 
|е а major cog in the Phone 
+ campaign in the Gran Mata- 
PBA Philippine Cup. 
INT coach Joel Banal said the 
sion to send Telan and 
ava in the off-season to at- 
a big-man’s training camp 
‘Sarasota, Florida, proved 
ful, а 
chile Taulava maintained his 
|? form after the US trip, 
n turned out to be a pleasant 
rise for his team. 


XPERIENCE and compo- 
|| Alex Chmpton have kept 
тайа Jewels shining in 
i. Open Championship. 
Jewels are on top with an 8- 
4 following the acquisition 
ipon, whose leadership and 
ind play have given Mon- 
xough slaying power to sur- 
ie games 

s here for the leadership he 
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LABORTE and Tabuena receive their trophy and cash prize from Tisha 
Abundo, organizer of the Petron Ladies Beach Volleyball, and Boy Cantada, 


president of the Cantada Sports Center 
the event was held. 


for the booming spikes as Navy soared 
toa 16-12 lead. 

Bohawe retaliated with two service 
winners as Army threatened at 14-16 
but that was the best that they could 
muster in the first set as errors by 
Siatan near the net allowed the Navy 
belles to claim the victory at 21-15, 

Bohawe and Siatan, former stal- 
wans of the many-time collegiate 
champion San Sebastian College, 


"The best thing that happened 
to Mark since that camp is that 
his confidence grew" Banal ob- 
served, "Playing with the Ameri- 
cans in Florida helped him to 
Jump a couple of levels up (in his 
playing style). Thats why he's 
better now.” 

His dramatic transformation 
saw him clinching the PBA Press 
Corps Player of the Week rightin 
Week One—with Taulava still in 
the TNT lineup. 

When Taulava "disappeared" 
from the TNT lineup, Telan real- 
ly shone, leading the Phone Pals 
to an amazing 7-1 run as the 
team’s new star big man. 

Although a minor injury side- 
lined him for a couple of games, 
he maintained eye-popping ca- 
reer numbers when he came 


r where the fourth and final leg of 
инки samento 


started the second set scorching, grab- 
bing a 7-3 advantage, that, however, 
disappeared quickly when Laborte and 
Tabuena took tums at ramming down 
uncontested kills inside the Army's 
court to gain the lead at 15-10. 

“They are faster and suongez They 
deserve the tile, bawi na lang kami 
(well пу to get back) next year),” said 
Bohawe, who is also a former national 
volleyball team member. 


back. 

Overall Telan is averaging 
16.7 points (second behind 
teammate Willie Miller) and a 
team-best 8.9 rebounds. He is 
fourth in the league in field 
goal percentage (54.3), third 
in block shots (1.8), and is one 
of only three players in the 
league to score double figures 
in all games in the Philippine 
Cup. 

Need Telan prove more? 

“A lot of people think he was 
Just good for one or two games, 
but he's been consistent,” Banal 
gushed. “That's where you sepa- 
rate the great players from the 
good players. The great players 
can do it night in and night ош.” 

And that's exactly what the 
"new" Telan is doing. 


а gem for Montaña 


provides for the team,” sald coach 
Robert Sison of Compton, the 
leagues Player of the Week. "But 1 
also expect him to step up when 
the game is on the balance. His 
ability o score is unquestionable.” 

Indeed, the former pro cager has. 
recently delivered big offensive 
games. After a 26-poim perfor- 
mance against Welcoat, the sweet- 
shooting Compton again drilled a 
game-high 21 points, including 10 
їп the fourth quartes, for a 74-63 


win over Granny Goose on Thurs- 
day 

Last Saturday, Compton also 
showed his defensive worth with a 
steal off JP Alcaraz in he dying sec- 
fonds to spoil Toyota Otis-Letran's 
final play and secure a 57-54 vieto- 


ту. 

The 30-year-old Compton is the 
leagues third-best scorer (144 
points per game) and free-throw 
shooter (89.3 percent). He is sev- 
enth overall in assists at 3.3 apg. 
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SAMPLE COMPUTATION 


[ 
BRAND 


MARKET 
VALUE 


30% 
OFF 


REGULAR 
PRICE 


2001 Honda Civic LXi M/T 
2002 Honda Civic VTi M/T 
2002 Honda CRV A/T 

2003 Toyota Corolla GLi M/T 
2004 Toyota Corolla Altis J MIT 
2004 Toyota Revo SR M/T 


2002 Mitsubishi Lancer GLXI A/T 


2003 Mitsubishi Pajero A/T 
1999 Nissan Exalta M/T 
1999 Nissan Frontier 4x4 A/T 


2000 Nissan Patrol 3.0 4x4 A/T 


2003 Isuzu Trooper DSL 3.2 


2003 Mitsubishi Adventure Sport | 


470,000.00 
560,000.00 
760,000.00 
545,000.00 
655,000.00 
830,000.00 
490,000.00 
645,000.00 

1,200,000.00 
360,000.00 
535,000.00 

1,200.000.00 


995,000.00 


16,363.00 4,909.00 


19,233.00 5,770.00 
18,409.00 ^ 5,523.00 
1854.00 5,626.00 
2226200 6,679.00 
1995400 5,986.20 
12,001.00 5,100.00 
15,869.68 4,760.90 
28,073.00 8,422.00 
12,855.00 3,857.00 
1231900 3,996.00 


28,073.00 8,422.00 


7,079.00 


23597200 | 


direc! 


CAR INSURANCE 
Sunplerg ausap! 


MAKATI 


„Č 88-725-88 


CEBU 


234-0808 


чада for non-Direct Link ond Мос 


BLOWOUT 
PRICE 


11,454.00 
13,463.00 
12,886.00 
13,128.00 
15,583.00 
13,968.00 
11,901.00 
11,108.77 
19,651.00 

8,999.00 

9323.00 
19651.00 


16,518.00 


JPB Gen Poly Holders 


4 BEST COPY AVAILABLE à 


ng 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~ 


SPORTS 


Klitschko stops Williams in 8th 


Keeps WBC heavyweight belt 


AS VEGAS—Vitali Klitschko staked his claim to being the true 


AFALLEN Williams seems to be paying homage to Vitali Klitschko (right) in the third round. 


Green bags Australian Masters 


MELBOURNE, Australia—Richard 
Green won a three-way playoff for 
the Australian Masters here Sunday 
with a birdie putt on the first extra 
hole against Greg Chalmers and 
David McKenzie. 

Peter Lonard, trying to become the 
first player to win the Australian 
"Slam"—the Open, PGA and Masters 
їп one season—dropped three shots 
‘onthe last two holes to close with a 72 
and finish in a share of eighth place at 
13-under. 

Lonard was aiming for a fourth 
win in as many weeks after winning 
the New South Wales Open, Aus- 
tralian Open and last week's Aus- 


V-LEAGUE 


tralian PGA Championship. 

Green fired a final-round 67 to add 
to earlier rounds of 69-67-68 and fin- 
ish at 17-under 271 alongside McKen- 
zie and Chalmers, who closed with a 
65 at Melbourne's Huntingdale Golf 
Club. 

McKenzie, who had. а two-stroke 
ead overnight, needed a birdie on his 
last hole for an even final round and to 
join Green and Chalmers in the play- 
off. 

Green then set up his first win in 
Australia with an approach shot to 
within a meter of the pin on the first 
playoff hole—the 18ch—and tapped 
ina simple putt. 


It was Green's first tite since the 
1997 Dubai Desert Classic—which al- 
зо involved a threeway playoff 
against Greg Norman and Ian Woos- 
nam—although he'd placed second 
three times this season on the Euro- 
pean Tour. 

“Two-time Australian Masters cham- 
pion Brad Hughes, who held the lead 
briefly with three holes remaining, 
dropped two shots at the 18th and fin- 
ished in a share of fourth place at 16- 
under 272. 

Corey Pavin, the 1995 US Open 
champion, closed with a 67 and 
ished two shots behind the leaders in. 
seventh place at 15-under. АР 


| heavyweight champion Saturday, 
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knocking Danny Williams down 


four times and giving him a savage beating before finally stopping 


him in the eighth round. 

He then dedicated the win to democracy in 
his native Ukraine, where he planned to head 
Sunday to support the opposi- 
tion presidential candidate. 

“I feel this was the best per- 
formance of my career” Klit 
schko said. "But this victory was 
not just for me, but also for 
democracy in the Ukraine.” 

Kiitschko retained his WBC 
heavyweight title in a lopsided 
fight that left Williams bloodied, 
battered and barely able to see. 

‘Williams was taken to a local 
hospital for a brain scan after the 
fight, while Klitschko also went to 
have X-rays taken of his swollen 
hands to see if they were broken 
from hitting Williams on the head so 
many times. 

Williams remained game even after 
the final knockdown in the eighth 
round, getting up at the count of 
nine and wanting to continue. But 
referee Jay Nady decided he had 
taken enough punishment and 
waved the fight to a close at 1:26 of 
the round. 

“feel Fam the real heavyweight 
champion,” Klitschko said. “Tm 

to fight anybody" 

Klitschko, who owns just one of 
the three major heavyweight titles, 
made a case for being the best of the 
three champions in a dominating ef- 
fort against a game but completely 
outclassed challenger. 

Klitschko did something Mike Tyson 
couldn't do against Williams, knocking 
him down in the first round and giving 
him such а beating that Williams 
couldn't come back as he did in his upset 
win over Tyson. 

Williams tried his best, plodding after Klit- 
schko in the third round, but he rarely got inside 
the 201-meter (6-foot-7) champion' stiff jab 
and tooka pounding from his right hand. 

"My strategy was to use my reach because 1 
Xnew he would try to get cose to me,” Klitschko 
said 
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Lady Archers 
repulse FEU, 
share No. 2 

slot with PSC 


GAMES TOMORROW (Rizal Coliseum) 
3 pm—Lyceum vs San Sebastian 
5p.m—PSC vs Latran 


DE LA SALLE University overcame a sluggish 
and erratic start to trounce Far Eastern Uni- 
versity, 25-22, 25-23, 25-15, yesterday to gain 
a share of second place in the Shakey’s V- 
League second conference at the Rizal Memo- 
rial Coliseum. 

‘The Lady Archers are now tied at 3-1 with 
the Philippine Sports Commission squad. 

Michelle Carolino led the Taft-based belles’ 
attack with 14 points, including eight on 
spikes and five on blocks as the Lady Archers 
notched their third straight win after an open- 
ing-day loss to pacesetting University of San- 
to Tomas. 

In the other game, Lyceum stunned Letran, 
25-20, 26-28, 25-16, 27-25, to post its first 
‘win after starting the conference with consec- 
utive setbacks. 

The Lady Knights took their second loss 
against the same number of wins. 

‘The Lady Archers, the back-to-back UAAP 
tiüists, had to fight from two-point deficits 
and work hard in the first two sets as Far East- 
ern U, which dominated the sport in the late 
"90s, seized control behind the power-hitting 
Ailyn Ege and Ruby May Rovira in this tourna- 
ment sponsored by Shakey's Pizza. 

However, the efforts of Rovira proved пос 
enough to sustain FEU's momentum as the La- 
dy Archers recovered in time to still take the 
first two sets. 

‘Then the Lady Archers poured it on in the 
third set behind Carolino, Desiree Hernandez 
and skipper Maureen Penetrante. 

Hernandez, the 2003 UAAP MVR backed 
Carolino up with nine points, five coming off 
blocks, while Penetrante and Carissa Gotis 
added eight apiece for La Salle. 

FEU, which battled back from rwo sets 
down to sweep the next three and repulse 
Lyceum last Thursday, reeled to its third loss 
against a win in the event co-presented by 
Dunkin Donuts, HBC Home of Beauty Exclu- 
sives, Smart and PLDT with Mikasa and Accel 
as official volleyball and outfitter, respective- 
y 

Ege paced her Morayta-based squad with 
12 points while Rovira chipped in nine. 


Montgomerie passed a big test when he 
overcame obnoxious fans and a pairing 
with Tiger Woods to post a 4-under 67 
and take a two-shot lead in the Target 
‘World Challenge on Saturday. 
Montgomerie was hardly intimidated 


playing with the tournament host, need- 
ing only four holes to pat four shots be- 
tween them on the leaderboard. 

And when Jay Haas made a charge in- 
to the lead, the 41-year-old Scot respond- 
ed with a 4-iron into 8 feet for eagle on 
the par-5 16th and a 9-iron into 8 feet for 


COLIN Montgomerie of Scotland tees off on the second hole during the third 


round of the sixth annual Target World Challenge golf tournament. 


sumas 


another birdie on the 17th to finish at 13- 
under 200. 

"There's no satisfaction beating any 
player” Montgomerie said. "The satisfac- 
tion comes from seeing your name on the. 
top of the leaderboard.” 

Sweeter yet would be seeing it there 
on Sunday afternoon, having Woods 
hand him the тору and cashing the 
$1.25-million check, the fourth-largest 
payout. 

Woods recovered from a terrible 
stam—3 over after four holes—with a 
birdie-par-birdie finish for a, 69 that left 
him two shots behind along with Haas 
(67) and Jim Furyk, who birdied five of 
his last six holes for a 67. 

Miguel Angel Jimenez had the low 
round of the day at 66 and was another 
shot behind. 

Montgomerie enjoyed the warmth of 
southem California and the reception 
from the fans, but not all of them. One 
man cheered loudly when he missed a 


«birdie at the 12th, and the Scot glared. 


"That was uncalled for” Woods said, 
who had security talk to the fan. 

Asked about it later, Monty brushed it 
off. He was more excited about his play. 

Montgomerie is in good position to 
win his rst stroke play tie in the United 
States. 

The Target World Challenge doesn't 
count in the record books, although 
Montgomerie surely would take satisfac- 
tion out of beating Woods, Vijay Singh 
and the rest of the elite, 16-man field at 


There had been questions about Klitschko's 


stamina and his tendency to cut around his eyes, 


but he had no problems with either in a 
fight he dominated from the opening 
bell 
With his — brother 
‘Wladimir, working the cor- 
ner, Klitschko swarmed all 
gn over Williams in the opening 
2 round, landing 52 punches to 
only four for the challenger. He 
knocked Williams down with 
37 seconds left in the round and 
hithim almost at will 
Klitschko wore an orange flag on 
his trunks, signifying his support for 
Ukrainian presidential candidate Viktor 
Yushchenko. Others їл the crowd waved 
Ukrainian flags and orange flags, the col- 
or oftheir candidate's campaign. 
Kiitschko's style was unorthodox, but 
it was devastatingly effective. And, while 
Williams lasted through nearly eight 
full rounds, there was no disputing the 
damage he inflicted on Williams, a 
joumeyman British heavyweight of 
little repute until he stopped Tyson in 
the fourth round of their fight in July. 
Williams was cut on his right eye- 
lid in the first round, his face was 
puffed up, and both his eyes were 
nearly closed from the sheer volume 
of punches landed by Klitschko.. 
"He didnt hit as hard as Mike Tyson. 
but he was more consistent with his 
punches,” Williams said. 

It was the first defense by Klitschko of the 
title he won against Corrie Sanders in April, 
and he continued a recent streak of impres- 
sive performances that began when he 

fought well against Lennox 
Lewis before losing on cuts 
after six rounds. 
The fight pitted two big men, with Klitschko- 


ITSCHKO е 


weighing 250 pounds (113 kilograms) and 
Williams weighing 270 Ib (122 kg), despite giv- 
ing away six inches in height to the champion. 
Williams had wanted to get inside on Klitschko, 


к Kischko would not allow him anywhere 


dose. 


Unintimidated Monty surges into Target lead 


THOUSAND OAKS, California— Colin 


WOODS: Two shots down. 


Sherwood Country Club. 

“ies obviously a big mistake he invited 
me in the first place,” Montgomerie said 
with a laugh. 

And given his history being paired with 
Woods in stroke play—a drubbing at the 
°97 Masters, a three-hole playoff loss in 
Germany two years ago—Monty showed 
he was headed in the right direction. 

“if you had said 1 would shoot 67, I 
would have walked home—well, not 
home, but to the hotel,” he said. “If you 
would tell me Til shoot 67 tomorrow, Ill 
walk to the airport.” 

‘Woods probably wanted to walk home 
to Florida after his start. He three-purted 
for bogey on No. 1, missing from 2 feet 
for par. He left a shot in the bunker at No. 
З and took double bogey. He three-putted 
Tor bogey on No. 4. 

"There were a lot of holes left," Woods 
said. "I had been playing well all week, 
and 1 figured 1 might as well do what I 
had been doing, and not play hockey on 
the greens.” AP 


Manipol rules Journal Ladies X'mas fun run 


MERCEDITA Manipol topped the field 
in overwhelming fashion in the 1st 
Women's Journal Ladies Open Christ- 
mas fun run yesterday at the Rajah Su- 
layman Park in Malate, Manila. 

The 24-year old Manipol, а native of 
Carmen, San Agustin, Romblon, and be- 
ing groomed as one of the country’s top 
middle-distance runners, led the pack 
halfway through the SK event before 
unleashing her second wind going home 
forthe win in the toumament organized 
by Green Bucks Entertainment with 
Globe Girlfriends Club as major sponsor. 

Manipol, bronze medalist in the 
10,000-meter event of the Vienam 
Southeast Asian Games, submitted a 
time of 19 minutes and 54 seconds in 
topping the field that also included 2001 
Kuala Lumpur SEA Games marathon 


gold medalist Cristabel Mares and 
2001 Milo National champion Liza Yam- 
bao. 

Martes, still undergoing therapy for 
her injured hamstring, finished second 
with a tine of 20:19, while Yambao 
came in third just 40 seconds behind. 

“Pauwi na sana ako sa probinsiya (1 
was supposed to go home to the 
province)," seid the slim 5-700:-1 Ma- 
nipol, a graduate of the University of the 
Bast-Caloocan. 

“Pero nabinbin muna dahil sa sched- 
ule ng training, Timing naman at nasabi- 
һап kami na may tournament, kaya 
sumania na ako sa grupo at least рап ng 
ensayo namin ito. (But the plan was 
shelved because of my training sched- 
tule, It just so happened that we were 
told about this tournament so joined as 


partofmy training )* 

“Ngayon may pamasko na ako at may 
pasalubong pa para kina nanay at tatay 
(Now Ihave something to take home for 
my parents for Chrismas),” she added. 

Women's Journal publisher Boyet An- 
тошо along with representatives of 
Globe and other toumament backers 
handed down the P15,000 cash to Ma- 
nipol. Mares and Yambao received 
P10,000 and P5,000, respectively 

"The top three finishers also received 
Nike shoes and gift packs. Separate gift 
packs from sponsoring Enervon Prime, 
Purefoods Chunks and Drysdale Juice 
were awarded to the top 10 runners, 

“Masakit pa yung injury ko kaya ang 
instruction sa akin ni coach hunwag kong 
biglain (My injury sill hurts thats why 1 
жаз instructed by my coach to take it 


slowly) said Martes, part of the so- 
called GTK Army who's expected to lead 
the country’s championship campaign 
in the 2005 Manila SEAG. 

А modest number of participants saw. 
action in the meet, but the presence of 
some of the country's finest runners like 
SEAG vereran Hazel Madamba and 
UAAP campaigners from University of 
Santo Tomas and La Salle were enough 
to stir the crowd that gathered in the 
stretch of Manila's famous seawall. 

"Winning is not everything," said the 
41-year-old Wenesa Balandra, the old- 
est participant in the event. 

Balandra finished last in the race but 
didn't mind, 

^1 just want to be a part of anything 
that ‘has to do with spons she ex- 
plained. 
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PRESIDENTIAL GOLD CUP ITT pro-am golf 


Empire King by a nose inv! on; Pacto, 


сн Lascufia picked 


Contributor 


CANLUBANG—The cream of the year including the rich The Country 
MPIRE King re- country's golf crop tees off today, Club Invitational. "This will be a re- 
Sea кзы usi meld des ы ш been 

xury cruises in the first ever playing competitively.” 
strength down e ^ ideal Travel and Tours Invitaion- Nine of the top 10 pros are inthe 
stretch to win the 32n al Pro-Am at the Canlubang feld, save for Cassius Casas, the 

Presidential Gold Cup 3 North course here. reigning Super Tour champ who 

race by the slimmest of í Antonio Lascuña and former begged off at the last minute due to 

шаг. ii Alene the 3 i Y Philippine Open champion Robert apriorcommitment. 

HERE UR Pactolerin head a compact men's Caloy Nival, Rey Alit and nation- 

anta Апа Рай umed field slugging it out for the P50,000 al coach Roger Retuerto lead the 

, Lnd the heartberak Ый med top prize, while Juvic Pagunsan Senior event, which stakes P35,000 

qut wo be Wen Bound, wha, Б banners a stellar amateur field im tothe winner, even as the amateurs, 

he second straight yeas came up the 36-hole event. some of them coming straight from 
short again in the country's most ї Pagunsan and World Amateur the just-concluded 55th FibAm in 

Prestigious race, o ahead yi Y teammate Artemio Murakami will Baguio, battle it out for a cruise 

Heres Oe кашы ae à start the ball rolling in the first fight package courtesy of the sponsoring 
entering the home turn and was ШЙ scheduled at 9 am. together with Ideal Travel and Tours. 

up by two lengths on Red Star Ris- ‘Tetsuo Ochi. A three-hour island-hopping 

m a pe stat M CI CR А. $ ‘Concepcion Uri and Kurt Verano, joumey aboard a sleek, top-of-the- 

bound suddenly charged Nard on md on Sem Ө chair and director respectively, of ne Yamaha 41-foot yacht to swim, 
eodem бега photo inh, Б шы “Foe m Aui TIT, will hit the ceremonial drives. snorkel and fish in the open sea 
кан cont eet Rae б 4 “Tm in shape despite the lack of form part of the luxury cruise pack- 

DARE e: ют vournaments,” said lascufa, who age for the amateur champion and 

ice шуш has won two major local events this his guests. 


ahead of the hard-luck West "West Bound, ridden by Eldy back-to-back triumph, rallied Don Paolo and Free wre intow. C Р: ll Vi x 
Bound. Salvador, got P500,000, mirror- strongly from ninth place under Moab and Don Paolo faded at Ar 

“Kundisyon па kundisyon ito. ing his a lest year when he Manolito Daquis and year the m es as Empire King uppers СІ а, ictorino 
Buti nanalo (He is in peak form. was edged by Red Star Rising, uprightonEmpireKingbutcouló “whizzed by to take command p 
But nanalo (He is in peak forn, was edged Iy Aed Sar Reng пракат eai is neo cena Red Sar Reig aga ead Baguio Open roster 
Ladiana, Empire King’s regular pi- P250,000. choice owned by the Trillana fam- along Lyonnais. West Bound also 
lot, who was sweating profusely “Akala ko umabot eh. Di bale ily eventually ended up a length started to put his claim, setting DAVIS Cuppers Johnny Arcilla and Action will be in singles and dou- 
after the 2,050-meter journey. hanga ра rin ako sa sakay ko 1 behind the ‘second-favored Em- the dramatic finish to the delight Joseph Victorino lead 64 players see- bles, with the winner in each divi- 
“Magandang pamasko itong pana- thought we made it. Still, admire pire King. of fans who packed the Makati ing action in the First Baguio Open sion receiving P40,000, according to 
lo sa akin (This win is a nice my horse a lot),” gushed Sal- The winner, a 3-year-old chest- racetrack. tennis toumament starting today at organizers led by BOC general man- 
Christmas gift for me)." vador. nut colt sired by Perfect Halo out “Akala Ко wala nang kalaban — two venues in the summer capital. ager Anthony de Leon. 

The vietory by the Sandy Lyonnais arrived fourth for of Carta Nueve, covered the sel- pero nagulat ako biglang sumulpot Cash prizes totaling P250,000 АЈ participants, induding first- 
Javier-bred galloper—a huge fol- P125,000, then came War Hero, dom-used route in 2:12.6 (27.5- sí West Bound (1 thought there will be up for grabs in the inaugural round losers, are assured of prizes. 
low-up to his Marho Breeders’ Cover Girl, Dandansoy, Para- 24.5-26.5-27-29). was no more rival to contend with | event jointly hosted by the Baguio Also entered in the tournament are 
Cup Colt Mile win two weeks mount, Free Wind, Don Paolo and Ladiana gave Empire Kingam- so 1 was surprised when West County Club, which is celebrating — Rolando Ruel and Chiemel Mantua. 
ago—was worth P1.5 million for Moab. plespaceatüfthintheearlygoing Bound suddenly came into the its centennial year, and the Baguio Lots will be drawn today to deter- 
the Lee Stable. Red Star Rising, bidding fora as Moab carried the march with — picture)," added Ladiana. “Tennis Club based in Burnham Park. mine the first-round pairings. 


Relocating the RMSC, 


‘ONE OF Peping Cojuangeo's ma- 
jor undertaking during his fou- CLEAN 


Peping’s lasting legacy | “The best homecoming p 


E m, 


year term as Philippine Olympic Seale 


Commitee presidene wil be the LIVING Ss 
"relocation of the outmoded Rizal pd 
Memorial Зи Comer Manolo E GC 
(RMSC) toa place away from the. mA 5. yu 
mie avi bue of cowded ИВО ^d, 
Manila. Clark Field in Angeles, 
Pampanga,isoneofthehighlyfa- Marea and Susana Heights. 
vored relocation sites, but the 69- “You have been writing for 
Year-old Cojuangco had been years about the need for a new 
concerned with reports about the sports complex,” Ausuia said 
presence of toxic waste in the for- “Well, do write some more, dou- 
| -mer American miliary base, say- ble your effons in goading the 
ing he would just look for another people concerned with sports, in- 
- site if Clark Field is ruled out. cluding those people from Ayala 
Over the years, many have and Filinvest, else the area be lost 
suggested several other places, to professional squatters and/or 
including the 400-hectare prop- shrewd land developers." 

епу owned by the goverment Austria said Muntinlupa is on- 

which houses the New Bilibid ly some 20 kilometers away from 

Prisons in Muntinlupa City; the Makati City and accessible via the 

reclaimed portion of the Amari South Superhighway and the 

Coastal Вау, а portion of the vest Aguinaldo Highway "Muntinlu- 

Global City in Taguig, some other pa is a wide expanse of low 

pollution-free locations such as rolling hills, ventilated by breeze 

the cites of Tagaytay, Baguio and (rom Laguna Bay on the east and 

Antipolo, or farther down south, the uplands of Batangas and La- 

Cebu and Bacolod, which are guna on the south.” Also known 

hosting some events in the SEA аз the "Gateway to Calabarzon,* 

Games next year Muntinlupa City is about an 
i Looking back, the late Justini- ` hour's drive to Tagaytay. 

‘ano Montano Jr, former chair of “The people of Muntinlupa 
„|, the Games and Amusement would prefer to have a modem 
Board, proposed in 1988 to then sports complex in their city rather 
Sen. Jose Lina Jr. the need to re- than be known for the infamous 
place the outmoded RMSC. In his tag of Muntinlupa Bilibid Prisons 
leer to Lina, Montano said he or “Munti Squatters City" 

"was proposing the immediate Another possible relocation 
construction of a complete na- site for the 70-year-old RMSC is 
tional sports complex іл a “high the reclaimed portion of the 
altitude and cool place like Coastal Bay area. Covering 170 
‘Tagaytay City” Momano, the first hectares, the proposed Coastal 
| Asian and Filipino to head the Вау sports complex will not only 
prestigious World Boxing Coun- Бе a venue for local and intema- 
cil, said Philippine sports also tonal events but will also serve as 
needs dedicated foreign anc local а training center for talented Fil- 
coaches and trainers who will ipino athletes in their quest for 
work full time, He said no sports that elusive Olympic gold. 
program will succeed with part — Everybody knows the country 

‘ime sports officials and coaches.” is cash-strapped, but Cojuangco, 

Much earlier in the 1950s, off- with his бош and influence, can 
cials of the defunct Philippine surely find ways to source out the 

‘Amateur Athletic Federation also funds to build a modem spons А 7 " 

appealed to President Carlos Саг. complex and leave a lasting lega- : Reward all that hard work with a Pioneer DVD player. Our line of 

cia to give the PAAF a grant mans- cy tothe Filipino people. ws : 

BUS Stree юр — players offers unmatched picture quality and sound clarity, complete 

Quezon Ciy thats now the Que- SAVE THE DISAPPEARING Boyer wonach with easy-to-use features and functions. Fully compatible with DVD, 

zon Ciy Memorial Circle. Sadly TAMARAWS. Reader Paul Mor- VCD, CD, WMA, МРЗ and JPEG files, you're sure to bring home all the 

their request was штей down. tel of Marikina City again wrote * = ^ à 
, Mew years ago, reader Mauri- t remind us to help save the entertainment you need. Get a Pioneer DVD player now and come 

do Аша ako suggested nearexincr tamaraws of Min- it Ў 

Muntinlupa Cityasthesiteforthe doro. "There are now only 187 home with the fruits of your labor. 

CURAR: ee клы Vist us at wwn.ploneer.com.sg or email us at mgme@compass.com.ph 

‘al events, He said Muntinlupa months back. "But in a recent 

City has never been flooded be- Philippine Star column, Wilson DV-270-S 

cause it is some 300: n above = Flores wrote there are now Player with slim design 

sea level and overlooks Laguna only 20 lef in Mindoro. Kindly т 

Bay and the һеаиї oofcpeat amy this with Environment Pioneer sound vision.soul 

the Ayala Alabang subdivision, La Secretary Mike Defensor" 
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MÀ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Are You Losing 
Too Much Hair? 


Don't waste time! Check for these sign: 


Is your hairline receding at 

the temples? 

Is your hair thinning out in the 
'own area? 

Do you experience excessive 

falling hair aftér you shampoo? 

Are you afflicted with dandruff 

build-up? 

Do you have greasy hair with 

an oily scalp? 

Do you scratch your head too 

often due to constant itchiness? 


Ifyou have any of these symptoms you're already a victim of heavy 
hair loss. But it's not too late. You can still end it at Svenson 
International. We are the leading and reliable experts in solving 
hairloss and scalp problems. Through careful diagnosis and highly 
effective treatments, we will eliminate the main cause of hair loss 
and provide the correct environment for optimum growth. 


Make Svenson your only choice for stopping hair loss. 
Call us today! 
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AUCKLAND, New Zealand—Dindo © 
tañares further boosted Filipino ring 
pride when he captured the World Box- 
ing Foundation junior welterweight 
crown with a stirring fourth-round tech- 
nical knockout of Colombian Guillermo 
Mosquera Saturday night at the Unitec 
Technological Institute gym here. 

The 25-year-old Castañares, fighting out of 
the ALA Gym of Cebu, ed the pressure 
from the start and пе wed the Colom- 

мей at the ring wearing а 
rried on the shoulders of 


ht champ рер 
h jabs and 
in the fourth round and the Aus 
ree Ignatius Missailidis halted the 
flosquera down on his knee 
е stop the fight, so 
issailidis told the IN- 
(Quine їп an interview at ringside. 
The end came in one minute 47 seconds of 
the fourth 
The win came before Filipino 
ring hero Manny Pacquiao stopped Fahsan. 3K. 
Battery of Thailand in Taguig in an impressivé 
tune-up for his February rematch with IBEWBA 
champ Juan Manuel Marquez of Mexico. ^ 


Neyer intimidated 

It was also an early Christmas present for 
the Auckland-based Filipinos, who cheered 
for the Inayawan, Cebu-raised Castañares. 

“I was never intimidated by his antics,” said 
Castañares in Filipino after receiving his champi- 
onship belt from WBF president Mich Croucher “1 
came prepared and carried out my fight strategy" 

Castañares, nicknamed "Diesel" due to his e 
traordinary stamina, announced he would marry 
his girlfriend from Cebu after the victory. 

Promoter Sammy “Don King” Gello-ani, 
who accompanied Castafiares here with trai 
er Danny Bactol, said the new champ is will- 
ing to take on anybody in his first defense. 
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why businesswoman is suing 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


"L DID this because Annabelle 
took advantage of me and I got 
tired of it. She was always ask- 
ing for money,” said business- 
woman Shirley Quiambao, who 
filed a P3.5-million damage suit 
against former movie star 
Annabelle Rama for breach of 
contract. 

Quiambaos daughte Ro- 
chelle Sheree, signed a five-year 
management contract with Ra- 
ma in August. 

“I chose her to manage my 
daughter because I didn't know 
better. I thought she was a good 
‘person. Майпо naman siya (She 
‘was all right) when I first talked 


with her,” Quiambao told Ingu- 
zx Entertainment on Saturday. 
“We were in my house when she 
made Rochelle sign a contract. 
The first thing she did was to ask 
for P100,000. She said it was for 
promotion. She even asked if we 
could go to my bedroom because 
she didn't want her friends to see 
her getting money from me.” 

INQUIRER tried to call Rama at 
hier office, but she was;"not in 
right now,” according to the an- 
swering machine. 


Fine print 

Quiambao said the contract 
specified that Rama, as manag- 
er, be entitled to а 30-percent 
commission from  Rochelle's 


nsu 
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ANNABELLE i һе asked for too much money, Shirley 
Quiambao (below eft, with daughter) said. 


earnings from show biz for five 
years. The contract is renewable. 
at the option of Rama, she 
added. 

The contract also required 
Rochelle to give a deposit, which. 
would be utilized for training, 
‘workshop and personality devel- 
opment, she said. 

"Annabelle didn't pay for any 
training оп workshop," 
Quiambao pointed out. “I even 
paid for my daughter's trips to 
the salon. From the P100,000 


that I gave her as deposit, 
Annabelle said she gave P10,000 
to the reporters who attended 
the press con she hosted for 
Rochelle. 

“I started to feel she was ex- 
torting money from me when 
she asked me to buy jewelry 
from her. The cheapest item T 
bought from her was worth 
P150,000," said Quiambao. 
“The jewelry totaled to P2 mil- 
lion, and she still wasn't happy. 1 


LASS 


Editor Louie C. Camino Check out today's 
Assistant Editor Emmie G. Velarde i 
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Dermatologie 


* Botox 
* Syringoma 


+ Restylane «Perlane 4,77 


* Power Peel 
* Laser Hair 
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Available. in: Orange * Mango * Strawberry * Grape * Dalandan * Apple * Pineapple 


* Guyabano * Calamansi * Mango-Orange * Mango-Calamansi * Mango-Lemonlime 


For your true love, 
a gift that lasts long after the 
12 days of Christmas. 
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P You're in good hands with | E 
1 ESGIIVIETROBANK | 


For inquiries, visit any Metrobank branch 
or call 898-8701 to 02. 


MOORE: Iwill give a polite speech ifl win. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


.. ENTERTAINMENT. 
Who will vote for this man? 


OS ANGELES—Film- 

maker Michael Moore 

is back on the cam- 
paign trail trolling for votes 
—this time, for the People's 
Choice Awards. 

His documentary "Fahrenheit 
9/11,” an unlikely summer block- 
buster, was one of the films select- 
ed in the "favorite movie" catego- 
Ty of the annual populist prize 
ceremony. On Thursday he posted 
a letter on his website to mobilize 
fans to cast their ballots for the 
film, which was sharply critical of 
President George W. Bush and the 
war with Iraq. 


Inspired 

""Now, normally 1 wouldn't 
make a very big deal out of some- 
thing like this,” Moore wrote. Не 
said he was inspired to make his 
appeal after a group of leading 
Republicans took out ads ín USA 


Why businesswoman is suing. . . m=- 


feel so bad that I kept buying from her. 
When I declined, she would insult me. 
She'd say ‘Ang pangit ng alahas mo (Your 
Jewels are ugly). 

"She would always invite us to expen- 
sive restaurants, and ask me to foot the 
bill," Quiambao said of Rama, the con- 
troversial mother of beauty queen-ac- 
tress Ruffa Gutierrez. “She said once 
Rochelle starts earning from show biz, 
bawi-bawi na ako sa gastos (my expens- 
es would be recouped).” 


PI-M loan 

Quiambao said Rama asked P1 mil- 
lion from her, to co-produce a Valentine. 
show at Dusit Hotel in 2005. But she 
didn’t want to be a partner, she said, so. 


she just issued three checks to cover the 
amount, saying she was merely loaning 
it to Rama. "She got angry. She sent text 
messages cursing me. She said i£ didn't 
cooperate, -she would not cast my 
daughter in the show.” 

ће businesswoman said Rama even 
tried to borrow $12,000 from her hus- 
band in Los Angeles, where the 
Quiambaos are based, last Nov. 16. 
"My husband called me up. I was here 
ai the time. He was very angry with me. 
That was when I really got mad at her. 
But because she didn’t get what she 
wanted, Annabelle told me to look for 
another manager. She never men- 
tioned the contract binding her and my 
daughter for five years. I never thought 


Keys To YOUR 
DIFFERENT INTERESTS 
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‘Today and Daily Variety that he 
said included “a not-so-subtle 
threat to the Academy Awards 
voters that, in essence, said don't 
even think about nominating 
“Fahrenheit 9/11’ for Best Pic- 
ture." 

Moore said the People's Choice 
nomination proves the message of 
his film still resonates with peo- 
ple across the country, even 
though President Bush won re- 
election. 


Other nominees 

“Fahrenheit 9/11" attacked Bush's 
rationale for the war in Iraq and ac- 
cused him and his administration of 
fostering fear for politcal gain. Moore 
spent the weeks before the election 
traveling across the country to urge 
Americans to vote Bush out of office. 

Inhisletter, Moore said the movie. 
still speaks "the truth about Iraq, 
Bush, петог and fear. The election 
has not altered or made irrelevant, 


she'd do this." 

Through lawyer Orlando Mendiola, 
Quiambao sent a letter to Rama inform- 
ing her that a "stop payment order" on 
the checks Rama requested for the 
Valentine show had been issued. 

“She responded by sending me a very 
nasty letter. Even my lawyer got 
shocked," said Quiambao. "She is uned- 
ücated. That's all I can say. 

“Ive lived in the States for 35 years 
and nobody has ever done [anything 
like] this to me. I have a very good life, 
good business and family" said 
Quiambao. "Suddenly this woman 
omes into my life and tries to ruin my 
finances. She left me with no choice but 
to (sue her.” 


ROCHELLE Quiambao, the talent 
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‘unfortunately, a single one of these 
issues.” 

He added, “I promise, if we 
win, to give a пісе and polite 
speech," a reference to the vitri- 
ойс speech he gave against the 
Iraq war last year when he accept- 
ed the Academy Award for best 
documentary for “Bowling for 
Columbine,” a look at gun vio- 
lence in America. 

Other People's Choice) nomi- 
nees for favorite movie include 
"Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind,” “The Incredibles, "Shrek 
2" and "Spider-Man 2." Norhinees 
were compiled from about 6,000 
people across the country 
through the magazine Entertain- 
ment Weekly. 

Moore also is pushing "Fahren- 
heit 9/11" for an Oscar in the best 
picture category; after saying he 
would not submit it in the lower- 

"profile documentary “Ней. 
Reuters 


Below the belt, straight to the crotch 


NOW that TV programs about the lo- 
cal show biz big scene have become 
so popular, its instructive to com- 
pare them with their foreign coun- 
terparıs, like “Entertainment 
Tonight” on the ETC channel. 

The most obvious difference be- 
tween local and foreign shows 
about the entertainment scene is 
the relative level and nature of the 
gossip, rumor, controversy and 
scandal they dispense. 

Foreign shows also deal in gos- 
sip, but its relatively tame. More 
to the point, it's reported in a non- 
incendiary way. Contrastingly, 10- 
cal programs about show business 
are pungent, confrontational and 
hit below the belt, straight to the 
crotch and armpit. 

The operative thrust is “kalkalin 
ang baho," or to expose the smelly 
dirt about the lives of show biz 
celebrities—the smellier, the bet- 
ter. 

This is because the people be- 
hind these shows believe that local 
viewers are perversely fascinated 
with celebrities’ secret, sleazier 
side. This could be their way of 
evening up the score, out of envy 
for stars who look so much better 
and are so much more popular and 
richer than the madding crowd. 

If the stars’ private lives are 
shown to be just as sordid as any- 
body else's, that proves that even 
stars have feet of sullen clay—and 
that appears to be perversely con- 
soling to the unenlightened view- 
E 

"Trouble is, the big stars aren't in- 
volved in scandals on a weekly ba- 
sis, so local shows concern them- 
selves with the baho even of ob- 
scure starlets, has-beens, never- 
weres, and near unknowns. 

The show's fetish for dirt has be- 
come so avid that it doesn't really 
matter to them if the purveyors of 
personal filth aren't well-known. 

Thus, we have a weekly parade 
of publicity-hungry starlets (and 
their even more obscure relatives 
and hangers-on) who expose each 
other's baho, exchange insults, and 
even come to blows over the most 
picayune “controversies”. 

These tacky tiffs would never 
find airtime in foreign show biz 
programs, but they rate headlines 
here, and the starlets involved are 
goaded to vilify each other for 
many minutes on end, to give 
viewers their weekly fix of 
garbage. 

The focus is no longer on 
celebrity, but on dirt. This gambit 
appeals to the least intelligent side 
of local viewers, and makes things 
worse because it implies that it's 
"in" to dish the dirt. 

How unenlightened can we get? 
And, what "lessons" are we teach- 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


The focus of local 
show biz shows is no 
longer celebrity but 
dirt. What are we 
teaching the 
impressionable 
youth? 


ingour impressionable youth? 

. Worse, local gossip shows have 
become so popular that the habits 
they form in viewers are no longer. 
limited to show biz. People now 
want to get and dish the dirt on ev- 
erybody. = 

Some of the exposés claim à 
moral or social dimension, but the 
way the attacks are staged makes it 
clear that most of them are self- 
serving, and dish the dirt purely for 
rating's sake. 

That makes sense from a business 
point of view, but its negative 
moral, attitudinal and social effects 
are bad news all around. 


Asian TV Awards 

MORE than 1,500 Asian TV-film 
celebrities attended the 9th annual 
Asian Television Awards’ gala cere- 
mony in Singapore last Dec, 2. Out 
of 160 short-listed entries from 11 


EULA Valdez 


countries competing in 33 cate- 
gories, three Filipinos won awards: 

Michael V, Best Comedy Perfor- 
mance by an Actor, for “Bubble 
Gang,” GMA-7. Eula Valdez, Best 
Drama Performance by an Actress, 
for "Maalaala Mo Kaya,” ABS-CBN. 
And Veronica Pedrosa, Best News 
Presenter or Anchor, for "CNN To- 
day,” CNN International. “Bubble 
Gang” also won as Best Comedy 
Program. 

South Korea's MBC won the Ter- 
restrial Channel of the Year Award. 
Discovery Channel won the Cable 
and Satellite Channel of the Year 
Award. Entries were evaluated by 
68 judges sitting on 10 juries con- 
vened across the region. 

Each year, award categories are 
adjusted to reflect the region's pro- 
gramming and production trends. 
New categories this year are Best 
Single News Story/Report, Best 
Live Event Coverage, Best Reality 
Program, and Best Social Aware- 
ness Program (sponsored by 
Bloomberg Television). A total of 
130 entries were received for the 
new categories. 

Chair of judges Jonathan Hallett 
observes, "This year's entries clear- 
ly indicate Asia's commitment to 
improving production quality 
across the board, from prime time 
drama to children's programming. 

"After the difficulties of the past 
few years, its great to see the indus- 
try recovering. Local production is at 
an all-time high, and the experience 
gained under difficult circumstances 
as stood the industry in good 
stead.” 

Participating countries this year 
were Japan, China (including Hong 
Kong SAR), Bangladesh, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Pakistan, Indone: 
sia, Sri Lanka, India, South Korea 
Singapore, Thailand, Taiwan and 
Vietnam, 


MICHAELV 
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(L-R) CAST members of "Ocean 


€—— 


Damon—at the film's gala black-tie premierein Hollywood 


Clooney, Pitt and gang made 
sequel just to hang out again 


LOS ANGELES—It sounds like an 
impossible heist: With the clock 
ticking and important people de- 
manding payback, Danny Ocean 
and his eclectic crew of con men 
have to make off with millions un- 
der intense scrutiny. 

Can "Ocean's Twelve" work their 
criminal magic again? 

Its the high-stakes question that 
sets in motion the sequel to the 
2001 hit "Ocean's Eleven,” but an 
‘even more pressing issue for studio 
Warner Bros., which is counting on 
the caper to steal the box-office 

ler a series of high-profile 


"The movie, the biggest debut at 
US theaters this week, is expected 
to dominate the pre-Christmas 
weekend and top the $38.1-million 
opening by its predecessor, itself a 
sequel to the 1960 Rat Pack origi- 
nal headed by Frank Sinatra. 


Just for fun 

Heavily promoted by its ensem- 
ble cast, featuring George Clooney 
as Ocean, Brad Pitt, Julia Roberts, 
Catherine Zeta-Jones and Matt Da- 
mon, "Ocean's Twelve" cost an esti- 
mated $110 million to make after 
the high-powered principals signed 
on fora fraction of their usual pay- 
checks. 

‘To hear them tell it, they did it in 
part for the sheer fun of hanging 
ош in Italy, drinking wine ‘at 
Clooney's Lake Como villa and en- 


Sore monks 
protest film 
stars’ show 


COLOMBO—Angry 
Buddhists said Satur- 
day they were pre- 
pared to go ahead 
with plans to self-im- 
molate in protest 
over a music concert 
by Indian film stars 
that falls too near the. 
death anniversary of 
arevered monk. 

Sri Lankan police 
were deployed in 


joying an exchange of escalating 
practical jokes. 

“We're expecting ‘Ocean's 
‘Twelve’ to be one of the biggest 
movies of the holiday season,” said 
Paul Dergarabedian, president of 
box-office tracking service Ex- 
hibitor Relations. 

He notes that the spectacle of 
Hollywood's top talent so clearly 
enjoying themselves on screen 
"proved to be irresistible" for audi- 
ences three years ago. 

Oscar-winning director Steven 
Soderbergh said the idea for a se- 
quel struck him while on the road 
promoting the first movie in Eu- 
торе. Other cast members said they 
saw it as а way to get the party 
started again. 

“When we were doing the press 
tour for ‘Ocean's Eleven, we were 
all very adamant about not doing a 
sequel," Pitt said at a news confer- 
ence in Rome. “We were having a 
beautiful dinner at ‘La Bolognese’ 
and а beautiful plate of buffalo 
mozzarella, and we all love Rome. 

teven looked up and said 1 have 

an idea for the sequel, and we all 
threw in our lots and agreed to do 
it, butit had to take place here.” 

It does—as well as skipping 
through Amsterdam, Paris and 
Monte Carlo as Clooney's character 
leads his hastily reassembled cast 
in a match of wits with a European 
master thief played by French actor 
Vincent Cassel. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


. ENTERTAINMENT ...... 


Twelve"—George Clooney, Elliot Gould, Brad Pitt, Catherine Zeta-Jones, and Matt 


sauras 


Along the way, they also have to 
dodge Zeta-Jones as the conflicted 
cop with a luscious wardrobe. ("It's 
good to know that Europol agents 
wear red leather to work," the ac- 
tress joked.) 


Hopefully a hit 

The North American bo: 
take for "Ocean's Elever 
impressive $184 million 
off the $160-million plus interest 
that the characters in the sequel 
must find a way to quickly steal 

‘And part of the intended fun of 
the movie is the way that the caper 
is held up as a kind of mirror to 
bigger confidence game of making 
айп. 

Damon's character, for instance, 
lobbies for a bigger role this time 
out. Clooneys Ocean frets over 
whether he looks 50, and Julia 
Roberts, who arrived on the set 
pregnant with twins, sets out to 
dupe everyone into believing that 
she is in fact Julia Roberts" the 
pregnant actress. 

Warner Bros., a unit of Time 
Warner Inc., could use a breakout 
hit after a slow box-office start for 
“The Polar Express,” its other major 
holiday release, and a mixed recep- 
tion for “Alexander,” Oliver Stone's 
three-hour epic. 

So, if “Ocean's Twelve” pulls it 
off, could there be a Thirteen? 

"Im thinking musical" Pitt 
dead-panned when asked, Reuters 
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force in the capital as 
Shahrukh Khan and 
‘other Bollywood film 
idols prepared for the 
concert titled “Temp- 
tation 2004" to be 
held later Saturday. 
Yesterday was the 
death anniversary of 
Gangodawila Soma 
—who campaigned 
against conversions 
of Buddhists by 
Christians—and the 


1 


the weekend, 

“We will not let 
this (concert) go 
ahead. We will march 
to the venue in the 
evening,” said Rath- 
malane Seelawansa, 
a monk on his third 
day of a protest fast. 

Monks are a pow- 
erful political force 
here because the ma- 
jority of Sri Lankans 
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Images of some In- 
dian artists were 
burned by protesters 
onSaturday. АР 
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The stunning 
VJ says she'd 
rather wear 
tees, tanks 
and jeans 
than this 
little black 
dress 


CINDY in some of 
her favorite things, 
including sneakers 
she has had since she 
маз 15, 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Roger Margallo 


OU COULD be all covered up 
Y and still be sexy. Sexiness de- 
pends on how you сапу 
yourself” declares actress and 
MTV video jock Cindy Kurleto. 
In fact, the Filipino-Austrian beauty says she 
prefers a simple Tshirt to a sexy halter-top. 1 
етене ike shopping,” Cindy tells us during 
risit to her condominium unit in Quezon 


She explains: "Clothes for me are merely 
tools for work." "I buy clothes only #1 have to 
actin a particular movie or TV show, or host a 
certain function. Besides, there are always de- 
signers willing to lend me stuff: 

Aside from hosting for MTV Asia, Cindy is al- 
so seen in the drama series "Forever in My 
Hear" on GMA 7, with Regine Velasquez, 
Richard Gomez and Ariel Rivera. 

“Му character, Elaine, is the chic and sassy 
type. She likes skins, offshoulder blouses and 
dangling earrings,” she notes. “She exerts ef- 
fort to dress up. Fm not like her at all.” 

What Cindy says she is crazy about are 
shoes: “It's easier to shop for shoes because, 
unlike clothes, you don’t have to go to the 
changing room.” 


Shoes. “These rounded-toe sandals are my | 


current favorite. I got them in Bangkok. Round 
toes are now in fashion to deviate from the 


common pointed ones. I like them because | 


their color and style a ifferent. If you 
‘wear them with jeans, they will stand out. 1 of- 
ten host on stage, especially for MTV. They're 
hip and look nice on stage. Its like having fun 
th fashion, not taking it seriously. 

Im attracted to rubber shoes that are 
unique, like sneakers with dots or laces on 
them, or Pumas that have no Puma logos. But 


" for workouts, I wear the same pair of rubber 
shoes because I don’t want to get the others | 


soiled or smelly. 1 use my really old and reliable 
Nike cross-trainers. 

“Ilove boots and my favorite pair is this one 
(holds up a beige velvet pair). Doesn't it look 
nice? l-also love this black leather-suede pair 
with unique hand-painted designs. Its delicate, 
soft and fun. Normally, 1 match it up with Capri 
jeans and a simple shirt. You don't need 
loud colors anymore if you wear this pair. 1 first 
wore it on a date, and the date went well. 

“Mendrez provides most of my shoes. Men- 
drez is really cool. There are always new de- 
signs and motifs—butterflies, flowers, stars, 
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HER LUCKY charm, 
afour-leaf clover she 
found in Vienna 
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Meet & Greet the stars of 
SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 


Docomber 27, 2004 
400 PM 
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@ Themovie SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 
Ё opens December 25 in Ayala Cinemas. 
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“ILOVE hats 
and caps!” 


Cindy 


From page A37 


ribbons and crystals." 

Tops. “I bought 
this top for my soap 
character. Its like an 
undergarment аг 
can be worn for going 
out. I got it in a store 
called H&M (Hennes 
and Mauritz) in Eu- 
oer 

Jackets. "Hove this 
denim jacket because 
itreminds me of jack- 
ets that pilots use. Un- 
fortunately, I don't get 
to wear this often: 
here in the Philip. 
pines because of the 
weather. 1 only wear 
this when 1 travel 

“This adidas jacket 
has been featured 
many ümes already. 
Thisisa favorite. It re- 
minds me of the time. 
when 1 used to dance. 
a lot Tve had this 
since 1999. 1 bought 
thisin Spain." 

Pants. "I buy jeans 
in Bangkok—not be: 
cause they're cheaper 
there but because 
there's so much vari- 
ety. A good pair of 
Jeans really has to fit 
your butt and legs 
well. Never buy a pair 
of jeans without ty- 
ing it on. 1 allot a day 
to buying jeans be- 
cause 1 try at least 20. 
pairs. 

^| like my darke 
blue denims from 
Diesel. Its very versa- 
tile. For casual occa- 
sions, I pair it up with 
brightcolored shirts, 
1 wear it with a black. 
top for a more formal 
look. _Pin-striped 
slacks are very stylish. 
1 also find ít interest- 
ing if something for- 
mal like a pair of 
cropped pans is 
mised with a more 
casual top. Cropped 
pants are more flat 
tering and roma 

Dresses. Ч have 
them in all styles and. 
colors. 1 have one in 
bright green, bright 
pink, one with cher- 
ries, with dots, and 
with stripes on it. 1 
usually wear Tshirt 
and jeans, so when T 
buy things other than 
that, like dresses, 1 
make sure theyre 
worth my money. 

"This black dress is 
a gift from my mom. 
“This is one of my firs 
cocktail dresses, за 
Moschino. I've had 
this since 1 was 16. 
and it has gotten a bit 
tighter” 

Hats. "I get to use 
ай my caps when | 
host for MTV. You"! 
never see my charac 
ter, Elaine, wearing а 
cap. 

“Love caps; I think 
they're cool. I consid 
er them important 
when I go out and it 
sunny, or when In 
having a bad hair day 
It also hides pimple 
оп my forehead am 
takes away the light 
that falls on my ey 
bags. 

"Most of these cap 
are from friends wh 
know I love hats, lik 
the one 1 got бог 
[fellow MIV W 
Sarah [Meier], whic 
she bought in New 
York. But my favorit 
isthe one l'm wearin 
right now because it 
a gift from a person | 
Tike a lot.” 

Shades, "My fi 
vorite pair of shade 
is from Chanel, Th. 
ones I wear everydos 
are the notso-expet 
sive ones because | 
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Cindy: 


don't want the pricey. 
‘ones to get lost or bro- 
ken." 

Bags. “I love my 
pink Louis Vuitton 
bag. 1 bought it from 
іх previous owner, 
who was selling ittoa 
bunch of people who 
didn't like it. They all 
found it weird. But 
now that I'm using it, 
everybody is saying, 
‘Oh it does look nice.” 
People in the mall 
would approach me 
and ask, "Where did 
you get that?” 

“Му other favorite 
bag hangs on the door 
of my bedroom. 1 
dont use it, 1 just 
want to look at it. Tve 
had it since before 1 
joined show biz." 

Lucky charm. ^ 
a four-leaf clover that 
1 got in Vienna. They 
say if you find a four- 
leaf clover yourself, it 
will bring you luck.” 

Book. “My favorite 
book at the momentis 
"The Experience Mu- 
sic Project: Oral His- 
tory of Hip-Hop's First 
Decade: Yes Yes Y'all 
This is a treasure be- 
cause it has all the 
facts about hip-hop. 
This was given to me 
by a nice friend, it 
even smells like him.” 
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Her dreams: Her terms. = 


MABUBUSOG KA SA KATATAWA SA DEC. 15 
WALA NG MAS SASALBAHE PA SA KANYA! 


GET NAUGHTY THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON 


I]: Purchase any of the Frito Lay products (Lay's, Doritos, 


-Lay's Stax, Cheetos and Ruffles) with Promo Sticker 


pay only P50.00 on Premier Prepaid Card 


“Опе (1) Promo Pack = One (1) Discounted Premier Ticket 
Maximum redemption of two (2) tickets ehe 


more days le! 
to avail promo! 
period: NOVEMBER 15 to DECEMI ER T А 


ПИЛАТ OPENS DECEMBER 15 
Find out why the critics are laughing out loud! 


“One ofthe “Mademe “Whenthe90 “| = 
year's best  laughloud ^ minutes are up, Laug h 
films!” ... and ойепаѕ you'll likely out- 
wans шоп wonderwhy you fags!” 
“Lewd, raunchy & ‘more than laughed 50 hard „ьа oon 
аур занта ‘anyother айй so offen at 
Susmono | maya [ye | something so 
“It's freakin' seen this BUE UL 
hilarious." . 


Меле АОММ | conma omen. 
Газала 


"This new 
, comedy offers 
‘American Pie’ 
type feen 
humor.” -maros 
екы ENTERTAINEN SPECTRUM 
movie with 
Jaughs and ^... ün instant 
stoner classic." 
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2ND WEEK - NOW SHOWING 


ER -13 | STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 
ONE OF THE BIGGEST FILMS OF THE YEAR! 
| NOW BREAKING BOXOFFICE RECORDS IN MANILA! 
MOM sk 
gi Af “А sweeping historical epic 
that confirms Oliver Stone’: s 
position as one of 
- Hollywood's master 
Storytellers” -Lous Hosson, им! mones 
“Phenomenal!” \ 
-Steman HAWLEY, HERO REALM. 


"Monumentally ambitious, 
Oliver Stone's Alexander 
accomplishes the twin 
objectives of the epic biopic.” 
Antec ĒLINGSON, BOXOFFICE ; Nr, 


“Boldly acted, absorbing "$ 
andsatisfyingas j & Le 
a history lesson." 
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Expanded coverage of attrition bill eyed 


EC By Michelle V. Remo that earn at least P100 million а 
ORS year. But Te the Senate's ver- 
THE DEPARTMENT of Finance wants more revenue-col- Hon ще ЫП иШ on y const iue 
CURRENCIES Iecting agencies, besides the bureaus of internal revenue Hd 
PESO-DCLLAR RATE 


and of customs, covered by the lateral attrition bill, which ыу тү: 


р Я 3 1 Will give flexibility to the government to fire underper- clude agencies other than the BIR. 
i forming state officials or employees. and the BOC, But several agen- 
ot “since we are in а revenue- governments efforts in raising cies, including the Securities and 
eT raising mood, we want the lateral revenue had made economic offi- Exchange Commission, have al- 
ion ЫШ to cover more agen- cials rethink the practicality of ready expressed their opposition. 
;" Finance Undersecretary the law giving security of tenure g ‘According to a finance official, 
Grace Tan said in a briefing Fri- to state workers. Once the lateral the SEC earlier aired its complaint 
day. attrition bill is passed into law, j to the DOF by asking why other 
urs pecevaen GOLD: $434.60-435.10 | Тһе DOF said it intended to government workers will no d ў government agencies should be 
wremeHepKepDe.lo Maximize the revenue potential longer be entitled to the job secu- forced to set revenue collection 
of the legislative proposal, which rity they currently enjoy. эн targets when this was not the fo- 
December 0, 2004 Euro Dollar. peso will force concerned government The lateral айпйоп proposal AMATONG cus of their mandates, and when 
Country unt Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent workers to meet their perfor- seeks to set performancestandards against it from the employees. the amount of revenue they col- 
United States 0787976 1.000000 561640 mance objectives, such as those for government workers, Those Вис Finance Secretary Juanita lected only depended on the num- 
don Y GaUi 02008900 08370 related to revenue collection, if who will perform better than their Amatong said that with the пе. ber of people availing themselves 
aa e pi тааз 80 1001498 they wantedto keepthelrjobs. Job requirements willbe rewarded, cessi to improve revenue collec- of the agencies’ services. 
Swizoriand gossa ПМ 025 Covering more agencies would опе way through bonuses, while tion, the DOF would pursue the “Unlike the BIR and the BOG, 
Canada pesas 000000 зм better help in efforts to fill in the those who will under-perform will proposal whether or not it was whose task is really to collect tax- 
rei оо Е 341070 coffers of the fiscally troubled either be fired or simply trans- supported by government em- es and duties, agencies like the 
Iu (ЖН 7088 2208 government, the DOF added. ferred to a different post. ployees. SEC and the LTO (Land Trans- 
Soudi Arabia 180092 2080 Mage) “The plan to impose a perfor- The proposal has gatheredoppo- The lateral attrition bill hasal- portation Office) only depend on 
Es ecd TERI "ug mance-based lateral attrition pro- sition from some members of the ready been passed by the House фе number of registrants for 
рст 00008 000008 OOS) gram on government agencies BIR and BOC employees! unions. of Representatives, but is stillbe- their revenue collection, If there 
URE 0018805 0272509 10290 сате following the governments ButtheBIR, a major targetoftheat- ing heard by the Senate, are a few registrants, then they 
turo 290000 13970 747880 gaping budget deficit, which was triton system, said that while there The Lower Houses version cannot expect to collect higher 
Аена 02808 028007 10806 arly attributed toscantrevenue could be people critical of the pro- seeks to impose the lateral апт. revenues” Ше finance official 
Donrark 0180881 0179208 100650 Collections. posal, it has not yet received a sub- tion system on the BIR, the BOC quoted an SEC representative as 


йа ООН Ок — 1250. The dire need to improve the stantial number of complaints and other government agencies saying. 
Mala idees sales 107800 PAS Сабаа оне клн e 
Mees бова 0080791 4806 


'Hot inflow 
Gu m^ d uw we Hot money ino 


INQUIRER MONITOR 
p" ш me se m down 29% in November њатто 


[o En DM E Growth in services sector 
nan ar ї 7 : : 
пег. By Doris C. Dumlao al rating agencies such as Lon- 
Venezuela воћаг 0000390 000022 0028 ВУ Gon-based Fitch Ratings, which | (Third quarter 2002 to 2004, in percent) 
STOCK MARKET NET inflow of portfolio invest- sent a team to Manila in October. 
à ments or "hot" money to the “On the whole it's unfortunate. 
Seasonal yearend buying Philippines slowed down by 29 that this is only the share of port- 


seen lifting stocks percent to $104.4 million in folio investments that we get. шм eit $2, oe 
A SER TET PSECOMPOSITE INDEX. November from a year ago as ex- Given the liquidity in the region, Gy Б og А 
barge tor same yearend buy- pectations of a sovereign credit we should be getting four times 
ing, analysts said of the mar- downgrade spooked the financial Фіз amount,” Buenaventura said. 
ket’ prospects this week. markets. “This is the unquantified cost 
~| think it will be bullish be- А According to а report from ће оға potential downgrade. It's not a ma 22, ga 
cause of window dressing, E К Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, this only on the cost of borrowings MF ^ D d 
Joey Roxas of Eagle Equities. brought the net portfolio invest- but the impact on portfolio in- = 
inc. said. ments for the first 11 months of vestments," he said. 
‘The benchmark Philippine sol the year to $626.9 million, or on- Portfolio inflow refers to non- ^ 
Stock Exchange composite In- nunnana saom ly slightly berter than the $625.5 resident investments in peso 3 Б 
dex fell 3.5 percent or 63.5 (Sen stock market report on Page B6) million a year ago. bank deposits, government secu- — ""^ |l) d a Bo 
А Although the net inflow іп rities/money market instruments 
points last weekto 4,753.47. Analysts sald stocks tumbled overwarn- November was better than the and securities listed on the Philip- | 
ings ofa crudi rating downgrade. $95 million generated in October, pine Stock Exchange. g K Аа аск 
Roxas said that investors were stil! going to watch the progress of it was the first time in four The BSP chief said weaker in- 
crucial revenue-raising measures pending in Congress to drum up in- months that the monthly influx vestor confidence would also | Sawer: ions! зем бейтш Sout 
terest in Investing inthe country's equity markets; was slower than a year ago. dampen the influx of much-need- | THE SERVICES sectoris stil tne main driver af the economy's growth, contributing 
"The Senate is crating а new sin tax bil that will improve on a wa- аа пека сенне 34 percenage points to he gross domestic product in the third quarer ol 2004.1 
tered-down version of the bil. The new verslon may generate roughy era said Investors were "Thats why it's important that TW by 7-1 percent. Except Ior land anspor wich contracted by 15 ponent ot 
P16 billion in additional revenues a year. ke е sidelines by би f k hard а ‘services sub-sectors grew in the third quarter. Communications grew 8.5 percent: 
Em onas sald that wamings ol aoredit-eing downgradecaused Keptonthe sidelines by threats of we work hard to avert a ratings | 


i | ; j Wiese Е rei ade, 7.5 pore; алва! senes, 89 percent пон, 
the market's depression ast week Lem proque downgrade. And ies doable. All тшшш, heath sorvices and cal centers. 65 percent; and goverment 


Homea — sevtes.24porcen. Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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Ecozone 
investments 
up 54.2% 


By Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


NEW export projects 
registered with the 
economie zones 
raised approved in- 
vestments in the first 
11 months by 542 
percent to P37.1 bil- 
lion from P24 billion 
a year ago. 
The — Philippine 
Economic Zone Au- 
thority reported that È y 
in November alone, ДЖИ" Maurum 
approved projects ТЕНЕ 
reached P1.53 billion aa 
with average export 2 Sern ean 
sales totaling $172 м татна 2, 
Sine ac суў ^ 
These projects are eerie poms entre ctc seii ndi ту 
expected to provide * Medo ne TEE RIRs 
3,944 new jobsfordi- В e M. 
seclyhiredworkers. & 2 = "S 
Proponents of four E 
of the biggest invest- 
ments given the go- 
ahead last month 
preferred not to pro- М 
vide the media any a & * $e 
information on their Ere o i d EM 
prec for now. ESL Mend Addc e aberat lev uut Ma 
The four projects 
cost P734 million, Own a Ford Lynx GSi for a P78,000 DP or thru a 0%-interest* scheme. 
P94.6 million, P139.5 ^ 16er DOHC 16-valve engine with Rapid Response Engineering * Speeds id 
DA PIS байроки чадот Пека - das CD per wi -speaker gie « Ih Ford 
million, respectively. 
Other big-ticket 
projects approved in d 
November were Inte- 
grated — Mieroelec- poor Lh qum ешп 


ORC TANIEN Ц 


tronics Inc.'s P84. "Apple 10 20% DP 12snonth ало] Kee ото extended wl Окс 31, 2004 lappowedu DIMICIU Por DICA Perma Ho 4428, senes ot 2008 
‘million venture in the Med ibi, lik tus HP ВАРТ, Taa Ia. 0400 ed Bk, nai Ue IIS, fas Ма IIR «fd Сапатка, К Ва, 352300, VOV REA Га ш. 381440 «Hed ШШ, Jel Hin: HAIR fa н VRAIN «Fed (UA Seve еши ЇЧ Io. TOI 
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BSP tightens rules on banks’ bad assets 


By Doris C. Dumlao banks’ bad assets, putting in place controls in 
determining allowances for probable losses. 
‘THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas has tight. В$Р Deputy Governor for bank supervision 


ened the rules governing the writing off of the Alberto Reyes said a circular approved by the 
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Get on counting Software 
al e price you can ior 


A Global Leader in SME Business Solutions, 
Available Worldwide, Supported Locally 
More than 500,000 businesses worldwide use MYOB 


Features incide: 
-Keep rack of your cash 
= Manage your business though key business and fhancal reports 
= Customize, record & print invoices 
-E-mail orders, invoices & reports from within the program 
-Reconcile your accounts quickly 
-Print statements 
- Job costing & Job Management 
-Record curing transactions easily 
- Manage customer & supplier contacts through the cad йе 
-Record double-entry accounting 


Also available: MYOB Premier / MYOB Single Accounting 
MYOB RetailManager (POS Software) 
TERTA MORO 
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policy-making Monetary Board had 
placed greater responsibility on bank 
directors to develop and maintain an 
“appropriate, systematic and uniform- 
Jy applied” process to determine the 
amount of reserves for bad debis or 
doubtful accounts and other contin- 
gencies. 

‘The new circular on loan write-offs 
implements Sec. 49 of the General 
Banking Law (GBL) of 2000. 

‘The circular provides that upon the 
approval of their board of directors, 
banks may write off loans, other cred- 
it accommodations, advances and 
other assets against allowance for 
probable losses or current operations 
as soon as they are satisfied that such. 
assets are "worthless." 

In the case of secured loans, banks 
and quasibanks may write off an 
amount corresponding to the booked 
valuation reserves, provided that the 
balance of the secured loans and other 
credit accommodations, advances and 
other assets will remain in the books. 


For unsecured loans, the banks and 
non-banks should write off said assets 
in full outstanding amount. 

“When the write-off is approved by 
the board and is consistent with the BSP’s 
guidelines, there's no need for clearance 
from the Monetary Board," Reyes said. 
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write-off 


But ifthe write-off of loans and other: 
credit accommodations, advances and, 
other assets were considered as trans- 
actions with Dosti or directors, officers. 
stockholders and related interests, 
Reyes said the consent of the Monetary 
Board would still be required. 

‘The General Banking Law limits a 
bank's Dosti exposure to an amount 
equivalent to the borrower's unen- 
cumbered deposits and book value of 
paid-in contribution in the bank. 
However, unsecured loans and other 
Dosri credit accommodations and 
guarantees should not exceed 30 per- 
‘cent of any bank's overall exposure. 

‘The law, likewise, prescribes that 
each bank's Dosti exposure should 
not exceed 15 percent of its total loan 
portfolio or 100 percent of its net 
worth whichever is lower, provided 
that the Dosri lending would not ex- 
ceed 30 percent of the aggregate ceil- 
ing or outstanding loans and other 
credit accommodations and guaran-, 
tees whichever is lower. 


Lifting of gencos' zero-VAT status sought 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT of Finance said it would 
propose a bill lifting the zero-VAT (value-added 


tax) status of power generation companies. 
According to Finance Undersecret 
Emanuel Bonoan, the plan forms part of 
efforts of the executive branch to enhance 
efficiency of the country's VAT system by 
panding the taxpayer base. 
Bonoan said the DOF has yet to come 


with estimates on the potential incremental 


revenue from the proposal. The agency 


tends to present its proposal during this 
weeks congressional hearings on the bill 


seeking the lifting of the VAT exemption of 
lerted nrodurts and services 


Se 
= DIABETES 


+ Boos исе 


‘SIMPLY AND ACCURATELY 


GLUCOSE METER 


ciency of the 10-percent VAT cur- 
rently stands at only 3.1 percent. 
This means the government is 
losing revenues equivalent to 6.9 
percent VAT. 

‘The VAT system features an in- 
put-output tax credit mechanism, 
under which the amount of VAT 
paid by a taxpayer (input VAT) 
may be deducted from his VAT li- 
abilities (output VAT). Because of 
this feature, Bonoan explained, 
the efficiency of VAT collection 
largely depends on the size of the 
taxpayer base. 

“теге are more taxpayers inthe 
VAT loop, then it will be easier for the 
government to check the accuracy of 
the VAT payments,” Bonoan said in 
an interview with reporters, 

If che proposal to ift their zero 
VAT status is adopted, gencos can 
no longer have VAT refunds for 
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we have to do is deliver," he said. 
Fitch Ratings spared the Philip- 


pines from a debt rating down- 
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grade at this time, but changed its 
‘outlook to "negative" from "sta- 


ble" due to heightened concerns 


on fiscal vulnerability. 


Philippine Sole Authorized Distributor: 


BOS SYSTEMS & TECHNOLOGIES. INC. 


Tel. Nos. : 448-5128 to 34; 415-8685/87; 732-7343; 711-8803; 
712-4562/68: 732-7089 Fax No.: 712-6446 
myob adbcsQ»r-isys.com Website : bessti.com 


It just keeps getting 
better and better. 


Introducing, InFocus X2 
level to the phenomenal 


the next 
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InFocus X2, the new and improved. 
dual-duty digital projector that 
shines during the workday, and оп 
Into ап entertaining evening. All 
you'll ever need for work and beyond 
packed in а powerful package 
guaranteed to give you twice the 
ейде over your presentations even as 
it doubles the excitement of your 
home entertainment. 


DLP™ Technology * 1600 max ANSI lumens 
2000:1 Contrast Ratio = 3000 Lamp Hours 


For a Irae domo of this and/or other models, саң 723-0601 oc visit www. inlocus.com 
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The agency gave the country 
three to six months to show some. 


Start enjoying great copying ane 


Konica Minolta Digital Cameras, 


their purchases of VAT-covered 
products. Instead, they will have 
to use the amount as input VAT 
credits in paying their taxes. 

А VAT exemption is different, 
from a zero-VAT status. A taxpay- 
ing firm who is VAT exempt can- 
not claim as input VAT credits the 
amount of VAT it paid upon pur- 
chase of products or services. The 
company simply considers the 
amount of VAT paid as part of its 
business cost, and could recover 
it in pricing its products or ser- 
vices. А company that enjoys ze- 
To-VAT status can either refund 
the amount of VAT it paid upon 
purchase of products or services, 
or use itas input VAT credits. 

‘The DOF said proposals involv- 
ing increases in VAT collection 
would not be a burden to con- 
sumers contrary to popular belief. 


‘Hot’ money... 


progress in the implementation 
of fiscal reforms, in line with 
what it believed to be an “oppor: 
tune" stage in the political cyk 

Based on the BSP's own busi- 
mess expectations survey, busi- 
ness confidence has significantly 
weakened this quarter as sky- 
rocketing oil prices spooked the 
usually cheerful Christmas sea- 
son. 
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7 DAYS / 6 NIGHTS 
McDonald’ S goes backdoor listin: TWIN TRIPLE SHARE - USD 1,179 UP TO US 1,485 
SINGLE ROOM SUPP - USD 270 UP TO USD 470 
ces per person: valid ti Арт 200 except 2 Dee 04-04 Jan 0%) 
MCDONALD'S has taken the first :— — ——— ^ Golden Arches Realty Corp, ap- ment to acquire a block of shares Taani iah ed 
in a series of complicated еро COCKTALES parently the real estate company in Alliance Global, the actual size | JE TRIPLE EIGHT x 
eventually list the American fast for the McDonald's restaurantsin of which is currently undergoing 52 pude oc Ec ГИА АЫ 
food giants Philippine operations. ihecountryaswelltheY& MDe- final valuation, according to the Casi: frena ано com 
on the local bourse. А lopment Corp. previously held grapevine. FOR RESERVATIONS: - 
This was the import of the Fri- C by McDonald's Restaurant Opera- А rights offering is also ru- KURLE SOR Lure 
day announcement, made by the ? tions Inc. mored to be underway for exist- 7 
publicly listed Alliance Global Theneteffectofalltheseseries ing Alliance Global shareholders. Learn how to do business in a 
Group, which said it was acquir- shares in Golden Arches in return of transactions is that the US Mc- Ме expect the McDonald's ЩЕ | @ M [o] | DOLLAR Industry! 1 
ing a 49-percen stake in Golden for allowing the Filipinos to com- Donald's will use the cash pay- COCKTALES/ 84 
‘Arches Development Corp, the pletely manage and own the : hum EAC Special Seminar on 


joint venture company formed by Philippine operations. 
‘Alliance Global chair George According to the disclosure to Medical 


‘Yang with the US hamburger gi- the Philippine Stock Exchange, ce у : Fir] 
ant to own and manage the Mc- Alliance Global also acquired Seng » E ш Transcription 1 
Donald's Philippine : ва M > et Outsourcing Business 


operations. 
з $ O PUI December 16 - 18, 2004 
According to the B Ё d E E» TURE tor ow, ui Eram the ITO Group 

grapevine, that 49- З 3 _water Press! ^in medii vanscipion training and development wih V MT varing locaton nationwide 
percent block repre- А 1 ал manufacture of medal капаста producton equpment 

sented the equity [датоменни  SPRALEHIS WATER PUM : | Overs oram emer empero mime er psc vt re reda t 


plus advances made | уу = : Раа == 7с iem d 
bythe Oak Brook, Iili- 1 СЯ / Introduction to Medical Transcription (MT) 
Te ы уу жа я ^ ect ater ect acrten `| SAVE MILLIONS OF 
into the local ven- Sees ires ee Pees An te | PESOS IN CAPITAL! 
= аи И I аНЫ САР БЫК Оа КТУ НЫН кышты ETUS SHOW YOU HOW. 

With the Alliance ADS + Quay and Prodsctviy for мт Companies Bring ts ad & gat discount 
Global transaction, = н f: LAE A companies: М 

| eis a eee eee | 

Golden Arches has a Cr ОБА СОЕ) | mertiemeo MULT PT RESOURCES Quezon Cr 3010406 $. Manpower Roquiremenis R ti N w 
бой Ме NEC ADEM SE uoc Eid icc re leniter No 


‘alos зз -CRYSTAL. Pac боле -SANIFLEX Monts 723064 Sopp Consolation “MT na Bont 


cent Filipino compa- sha Арине Wie a, Weeds She B "SUCCESS LIGHTING Manis 7346334 
ny, with the Ameri- васлаш 3l EAA ELECTRICAL зура a 
cans, according to 


the grapevine, get- 
ting a combination of | ipsi ten: edi AE ai CITIWODLD 
cash and preferred Emai eS annat Groo com ph SS бсш eer ee 


с - = aa LECT 
жойи ыт T ISI RAS Soe Bt Do B 
ЕЕ T24 2823 Í 123.2094 SCENT 
SOS ENE) | Сеше Хилал EE 


AS LOW AS є WEN ЕЕ КТЕ 


z 
кА у) p Tus 


i 
EMI. nens N, 2EPSON LQ:2180 
ors oves San AEE 


J PANASONIC ||. panasomc ктан s21 тео 
WE DO ALL KINDS OF UNIFORMS FOR омаде? || eauasowe таю as HODANSIUMENS  -2200ANSILUMENS «2700 ANSI LUMENS 
+ BROTHER :PANASONC КУЗ? "True SVGA resolution “Tue XGA resolulion “Пие XGA resolulion 
OFFICES + SCHOOLS + FACTORIES * HOSPITALS “Roses cenestrte 20001 ommo 200071 coast rat 
SECURITY GUARDS * NURSES + HOUSEKEEPERS | |! Wesccerracran ЖОТЕЛ EA comers, ашан camera 
READY MADE SCRUB SUIT «ОР РАХ MACHINES. | 15; DIGITAL MONITOR 2m 


COMPUTERS, PRINTERS 
Unit 27-0 Burgundy Corporate Tower 252 Sen. Git Puyat Avenue, Макан City 


E OTHER orice =| 17 DIGITAL MONITOR PRESENTATION 92568 


8431633 - * 8437539 • 8437637 2 | i А AY BRAND} (BRAND NEW) et ENT oe mmm eee 


Winning to Challenge the Limits 


NISSAN Wins Japan GT Championship 2004 Series as Team and Drivers Champion 


SHIFT_the future 


= — PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


m Т BUSINESS. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2004 


China beckons to Mindanao fruit growers 


WITH A population of 1.3 billion and 
ап annual growth rate of 8.9 percent, 
China is fast becoming the worlds 
main market and its appetite for im- 
ports including tropical fruits is grow- 
ing by the day. 

Philippine fruit growers, espectally 
those in Mindanao, are poised to gain 
from this demand. 

At the recent 4th Mindanao Fruit In- 
dustry Conference, held in Davao City, 
former Agriculture Secretary Luis 
Lorenzo, who now chairs the Land 
Bank and heads Quedan Rural and 
Credit Guarantee Corp, said the 
Philippines and China are finalizing the 
terms of the free trade agreement 
(FIA) that will allow our fruit and veg- 
table exporters to avail themselves of 
China's Barly Harvest Program (EHP). 


Free trade agreement 

‘The program agreement is expected 
to reduce, and gradually eliminate, tar- 
iff rates on agreed products traded be- 
tween both countries by next year 

* At present, fruits from the Philip- 
pines are taxed 17 percent by China, 
while producis from Thadand and 
‘Malaysia, which took advantage of the 
EHR enter China tax free. 

"This may sound like great news for 
биг local farmers and exporters, but 
there is also great fear that we will be 
swamped by a tide of impor from Chi- 
та, which can depress prices of local 
produce way below production cost. 

‘To make sure this doesn't happen, 
ош government must carefully study 
the terms of the FTA. 


Mindanao fruits 

China is said to be interested in im- 
porting banana, mango, mangosteen, 
longkong on a year-round basis from. 
the Philippines and pomelo, papaya, 
and melon ona seasonal basis. 

Last year, China bought $504,000 
worth of mangoes from the Philippines. 


MINDANAWORLD 


Joji lagan- 

Bian 

whose total mango exports reached 
$59.4 million. 

Tn 2002, Mindanao accounted for 30 
percent of the country’s 1 million met- 
rieton mango production. 

‘The Mindanao Fruit Industry (Min- 
Fruit) Council, which organized the 
conference, urges intensified mango 
production during the “off season," for 
usto capture larger piece of the China 
market. 

While Luzon and the Visayas, as well 
as other Southeast Asian countries like 
Thailand, grow most of their mango 
during the first half of the year, Min- 
danao—which we all know, is outside 
the typhoon belt—can produce the 
fruit all year-round. 

‘Mindanao farmers are being trained 
to do offseason mango production 
with help from the Department of Agri- 
culture and USAID's Growth with Equi- 
tyin Mindanao (GEM) Program. 

I was informed by Оше Partoza, 
president of Min Fruit, that more than 
600 hectares are covered by this train- 
ing program. 

‘Across Mindanao, including conflict- 
affected areas, 2,000 metric tons of off 
season" mangoes have been produced 
asa result of these training sessions in- 
volving over a thousand participants. 

‘There are plans to expand the area 
planted to "carabao" mango in Min- 
danao, from 35,000 hectares to 
140,000 hectares. 


King of fruits. 
Another tropical fruit that could do 


* Take advantage of special prices on BMW rider's apparel at 


better in China is durian—touted as the 
"king of fruis." 

Mindanao farmers are thinking of 
harvesting the fruit from August to 
November when production in Thai- 
land islow. 

‘But for local farmers to be competi- 
tive there is a need to lower prices of 
pesticides and fertilizers. 

MinFruit council 

MinFruit, which includes some 36 
fruit growers’ cooperatives, associa- 
tions, councils, corporate farms, and 
marketing organizations, serves as the 
advocacy and advisory body of the pri- 
vate sector to the goverment. The 
council collaborates with growers and 
member associations for the synchro- 
nized and responsible production and 
delivery of consistently high value 
fruits to both domestic and foreign 
markets. 

‘MinFruit has drafted an action plan 
for next year in order to improve the 
supply chain for various commodities. 

То improve the cardaba banana in- 
dustry, the council is working with key 
grower associations to upgrade quality 
of banana chip produce. There is also 
focus on exotic banana varieties like 
Lakatan, Señorita and Latundan which 
are potential export winners. 

More than increasing hectarage and 
volume of production, growers should 
strive to increase product quality and 
competitiveness. 

Hopefully, the labors of Mindanao 
farmers will soon bear magnificent 
fruit in the Middle Kingdom. 

(Joji Ilagan Bian is a strong advocate 
for Mindanao; she is a member of the Ex- 
port Development Council and former 
‘chair of the Mindanao Business Council ; 
she is vice chair of the Mindanao Com- 
mission Of Women and National Corn 
Board; chair of the Mindanao TVET As- 
sociation. Email comments to joib- 
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capacity by 40 megawatts. 
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crease the Mindanao grid's 


Agus repair boosts 
Mindanao capacity 


By Abigail L. Но 


‘THE STATE-RUN National Power Corp. saved 
at least P35 million in fuel expenses with the 
early completion of Unit 1 of the Agus I hydro- 
electric power plantin Mindanao. 
The early completion of rehabilitation 
works on that unit of the power generation fa- 
cility boosted Min- 
danao capacity by 40 
megawatts (MW). 

Unit 15 synchro- 
nization with the 
Mindanao grid at 
4:47 am. yesterday 
brought Agus T's total 
capacity to 80 MW. 

Itlikewise resulted 
їп savings of around 
P5 million a day, or a 
total of P35 million 
for the total number 
of days that the unit 
was repaired ahead 
of schedule. 

The Mindanao 
grid currently has an 
available capacity of 
1,261 MW. 


Demand in the main grid, on the other 
hand, is placed at 1,211 MW, including the 
132-percent reserve requirement of around, 
ТАЙ 

With the supply-demand gap currently at 
a very narrow 50 MW, the Mindanao grid 
needs all the capacity it can get. 

Demand is particularly high in the southers 
part of Mindanao, with the boom in economic 
activities in Davao and General Santos. 

"The early completion of rehabilitation works 
on Agus T's Unit 1, therefore, provides а much: 
needed boost to Mindanao's current capacity. 

Napocors Mindanao Generation Group un- 
dertook rehabilitation works on Units 1 and 2 of 
the Agus I hydroelectric plant with litle super- 
vision from the plane's equipment supplier. This 
resulted in more savings for the state firm. 

The rehabilitation used all state-of-the-art 
equipment from Austrian supplier VA Tech 
Hydro, with personnel who underwent exten- 
sive training in the operation and mainte- 
nance of micro-based processor controls. 

The Agus I plant, the most upstream of the 
six plants which compose the Agus Hy- 
dropower Complex, is the first hydroelectric 
plant in Mindanao to use purely state-of-th 
art technology in its operations, including 
control and protection. 
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From page B3 


business to substan- 
Haly improve Al- 
liance Global's rev- 
enue-and-earnings 
outlook in the long 
term,” Yang said in a 
short statement. 

The backdoor list- 
ing of McDonald's is 
apparently a change 
of strategy for the US 
McDonalds, which 
had applied with the 
Board of Investments 
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as early as 2001 10 
change the joint-ven- 
ture structure of 
Golden Arches to 
take advantage of the. 
Retail Trade Libera- 
tion Law and directly 
own at least 40 per- 
cent of the Philippine 
operations. 
McDonalds has 
currently 242 stores 
in the county, of 
which 165 are direct- 
ly owned by Golden 
Arches, The rest are 
‘owned and operated 


by sub-franchisees, 

5 lion BDO shares un- 
SM primed der his name. 
TAIPANHenrySyhas e AYALA Land 
protected his flagship chair fernando Zobel 
SM _ department jase week sold anoth- 
stores from the lem er 150000 ALT 
month’ revenue Shares, at 
downswing by ёх- ру, 10/share, in addi- 
podes the A эч tion to the 2.297 mil- 
= ете 10 "тошу Hon shares worth 
mae neon У more than P16 mil- 
audition oa percent: Шоп he disposed ofin 
age of the monthly А Seres of manse 
sales of concession- tions, in the past 


aires. 
Beginning Jan- 
ue е pay. Heard through 
ment, according toa the grapevine 
conces who THE SUPREME 
asked пог Court, following the 
named, would either morion to withdraw 
be P20,000 per by the solicitor gen- 
square meter a eral, has dismissed 
month or 20 percent with finality the 
of the monthly gross estafa case filed by 
the Bangko Sentrat 
against former Urban: 


sales plus another 3 

percent for advertis- 
chair Arsenio Bar- 
tolome Ш and board: 


ing and marketing 
expenses, whichever 
secretary Corazon 
Bejasa. 


is higher. 
The estafa case 


Currently, the SM 
concessionaire lease 
was actually lost 
even ar ihe Makati 
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quires the monthly 
gross scheme, which 

level and, larer, atthe 
Court of Appeals. 
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The — competing 
Robinsons, in the 
meantime, is moni- 
toring how the SM 
formula would work 
ош, to see if it could 
adopt the same. 


More Christmas 
tidings 

© SENEN Mendiola 
last week cashed out. 
270,000 shares of 
Banco de Oro at 
P23.25, ‘leaving the 
SM Shoemart co- 
founder still with 
more than 2.05 mil- 


of January and July- 
August. 
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Don't approve CAP property deal, SEC warned 


MPC hurdles charge 
of insider trading 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange 
(PSE) has cleared Metro Pacific 
Согр.(МРС), the local unit of 
Hong Kong conglomerate First 
Pacific Co., of the charge of insid- 
er trading. 

"This developed as the PSE has 
decided to let the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) in- 
vestigate the trading activities of 
private holding firm SM Invest- 
ment Corp. (SMIC) and Banco de 
Oro Universal Bank. 

The MPC hurdled the charge of 
insider trading since it disclosed 
within a ten-day period changes 
in its beneficial ownership or the 
acquisition or sale of at least five 
percent in a listed firm, the PSE 
said, 

But the Market Integrity Board 
(MIB) told the PSE to continue 
checking the MPC Group for pos- 
sible disclosure violations since 
the actual sale of First Pacific's 
MPC shares amounted to 10 mil- 
lion more than what was dis- 
closed. 

The МІВ has no jurisdiction 
over disclosure rules but has au- 
thority to probe findings on possi- 
ble insider trading. 

‘The PSE undertook a broad re- 
view of trades involving MPC af- 
ter some brokers alleged that 
First Pacific Co., MPC' parent 
firm based in Hong Kong, did not 
disclose at a much earlier time its 
planned sale of five percent in 


MPC had said it was open to 
regulatory scrutiny but stressed 
that ‘all its transactions at the 
stock market were properly dis- 
closed. 

Ina related development, PSE 
sources told the Inguier that the 
Market Regulatory Осе 
(MRO)—the PSE unit that checks 
trades of brokers and listed 
firms—had “no conclusive find- 
ings" on the trading activities of 
Banco de Oro. 

BDO executives have declined 
to comment saying that they 
were not aware of any probe on 
BDO shares. 

The banks trades were 
checked for possible insider trad- 
ing after SMIC—the holding 
company of mall magnate Henry 
Sy Sr. and the controlling share- 
holder of Banco de Oro—was al- 
leged to have sold shares in BDO 
after the release of BDO's nine- 
month profits. 

BDO reported in late October 
that its nine-month profit soared 
41 percent to P1.36 billion from 
P965.2 million in the same period 
last year. 

The case was also referred to 
the Market Integrity Board. A for- 
mer Supreme Court judge head 
the body. 

The MIB in turn referred the 
case to the SEC, since the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange had no ju- 
risdiction over SMIC as a private 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE SECURITIES and Exchange 
‘Commission may face an inquiry 
if it approves a pre-need firms 
property-for-share deal involving 
questionable tiles in the 
province of Aurora, according to 
SEC chair Fe Barin. 

The College Assurance Plan 
Philippines Inc. (CAP), iscurrent- 
ly negotiating the property deal 
with two firms. Most of the prop- 
erties in question are located їп 

with high flood risks. 

Barin said the warning was is- 
sued during a Senate budget 
hearing. 

Barin told the Senate that the 


erty deal since it was still check- 
ing out the the titles involved. 

The SEC is also facing a House 
inquiry for its decision not to re- 
new CAPs permit to sell educa- 
Чоп and pension plans. 

The SEC last week was asked to 
attend a House inquiry after Party 
List representative Eulogio 
Magsaysay filed a resolution with 
the House committee on banks 
and financial intermediaries to 
probe CAP's alleged inability to 
pay the benefits of its planholders. 

Later, a motion was raised dur- 
ing the hearing to investigate the 
SEC for its failure to issue a deal- 
er's license to САР 

Green Circle Properties & Re- 


Properties Corp. will subscribe to 
shares of CAP in exchange for 
3,300 hectares of property in Din- 
galan, Aurora. 

The two firms pegged the total 
fair market value of the property 
at P6 billion based on the evalua- 
tion of its external appraiser, 
Cuervo Appraisers Inc. 

Through the property swap, 
Green Circle and Green Square 
willown 51 percent of CAP. 

But the properties are now being 
checked out, whether these are 
covered by certificates of and own- 
ership awards that are meant to be 
distributed to farmer-beneficaries 
under the land reform program. 

Roughly 200 hectares are said 


ing CAP with 
hectares. 

The SEC said the titles to be 
transferred to CAP were "encum- 
bered" or already owned by the 
government. 

‘The SEC last Friday also said « 
that it was still studying the re- 
quest of CAP to withdraw from its 
trust fund to pay the tuition fees 
‘ofits planholders. 

CAP had proposed to use its 
trust fund to settle the claims since 
the SEC continued to bar the pre- 
need firm from selling new educa- 
tion and pension plans. 

CAP plans to replace the 
amount to be drawn from the 
fund with bonds it holds in the 


about 3,000: 


SEC had not approved the prop- sources Inc., and Green Square 
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Poultry firms want 
to export to Hong 
Kong, South Korea 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


entity. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Growth this good... 


THE COUNTRY'S poultry raisers are seeking 
accreditation to export chicken products to 
South Korea and Hong Kong. 

The Philippine Association of Broiler Inté- 
grators Inc. (Pabi) said that the Department 
of Agriculture's National Meat Inspection 
Commission were assisting the poultry firms 
to fulfill quarantine requirements of the pro- 
posed destinations. 

Pabi is composed of the country’s largest 
agri-business firms, including San Miguel 
Foods Corp., REM Swift Foods Corp., Tyson 
Agro Ventures Inc., Universal Robina Corp. 
and Vitarich Corp. 

Poultry Exporters Board chair Ruben Pas- 
cual said that the local industry hoped to cor- 
ner a portion of the $500-million export mar- 
ket for chicken products in South Korea and 
Hong Kong. 

Pabi president Rita Imelda Palabyab said in 
another interview that San Miguel Foods, 
RFM-Swift Foods and Tyson Agro-Ventures 
had exported some 1,000 tons, or 1 million ki- 
los, of poultry products to Japan since the 
avian influenza gripped East Asia almost a 
year ago. 

‘The P96-billion Philippine poultry industry 
remains free of the dreaded avian flu virus. 

Agriculture and trade officials, however, 
claimed that the country still imported at 
least 5,000 metric tons of chicken to shore up 
the local supply in the coming months. 

Government officials said the chicken im- 
ports would avert another increase in the 
price of poultry. 
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ings seen to hit an average of $1.78 million а year 

In terms of projected sales, the unnamed 
P734.1-million project has the biggest at 
$127 million a year. 

No information-technology related project 
was registered in November although such in- 
vestments included the biggest ones ap- 
proved earlier this year. 

‘There was a total of 273 projects approved 
from January to November, up 33 percent 
from 205 projects in the same period last year. 

The agency further reported that actual 
ecozone exports for the first 10 months 
reached $25.6 billion, an increase of 13.6 per- 
cent from $22.5 billion a year ago. 

New jobs created during the period jumped 
11.8 percent, reaching about a million from 
about 901,000 in the first 10 months of 2003. 
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San Miguel raising $300M 
via stock rights offering 


By Elizabeth 1. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL Corp,, the country's 
largest food and beverage firm is 
targeting to raise $300 million 
from its planned stock rights offer- 
ing in January to partly fund its 
aggressive expansion in the Asia- 
Pacific region and its bid for a 40- 
Percent stake in Del Monte Pacific 
Ltd, (DMPL). 

Sources told the Igunen that 
San Miguel had pursued its bid for 
DMPL. However, it was still un- 
sure whether it made it to DMPLs 


final list of three bidders. stake. 


Should it succeed in its bid, San 
Miguel will have to make a tender 
offer to the minority shareholders 
‘of DMPL. 

Italian food company Cirio Fi- 
nanziara S.A. is in advanced 
talks with three bidders for its 40- 
percent stake in DMPL. 

Officials of the Italian company 
said in a recent disclosure that 
Cirio would select one of the bid- 
ders “if the terms are acceptable 
and proceed to enter into a sale 
and purchase agreement” for the 
disposal of its 39.99 percent 


tified. 


accepts for its shares. 


under liquidation. 


The final bidders were not iden- 


MCI Inc., the holding company 
of the Lorenzo family, has a pre- 
emptive right over Grrios share- 
holdings. The Lorenzos hold a 22- 
percent stake in DMPL. 

MCI has the right to match any 
final offer that Cirio receives and 


Cirio earlier defaulted on more 
than 1 billion euros, approximate- 
ly $1.33 billion in 2002 and is now 


DMPL owns the brand rights 
for Del Monte products in the 


continent. 


2.85 billion shares. 


the third week of January. 


Philippines and in the Indian sub- 


‘Savings | 
‘SMC earlier said it would issue ad- Security Bank Corp. 
ditional shares equivalent to 10 per- 
cent ofits outstanding capital stock. Serkard inc. 
As of September, SMC’s out- 
standing shares were placed at Pci Leasing & Fn. Inc 
SMC expects that the docu- 
ments required for the proposed 
stock offering would be filed by бий рны Cor. 


SMC appointed ABN Amro 
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PLDT to cut debts by $500M next year 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone Co. is 

planning to cut its debts by at least $500 mil- 

lion to less than $2 billion next year, company 
clubshares 
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chair Manuel Pangilinan said during last 
week's conference of the Philippine Business 
for Social Progress. 

“We will likely reduce the debt of the par- 
ent firm by at least $400 million and thet of 
the wireless business by $100 million,” said 
Pangilinan. 

The telecom giant said it would prepay оп 
Dec. 20 some $106 million of the $145 mil- 
lion in debt falling due in 2006 to save on in- 
terest charges, speed up its debt reduction 
strategy and minimize currency risks. This 
will cut PLDT's debt level to about $2 billion. 

"By the end.of the year, PLDT's fixed line 
debt balance would be about $2 billion, on 
track to achieve our target to reduce our debt 
balance to below $1.5 billion by the end of 
2006, said PLDT president Napoleon 
Nazareno ina statement. 

Ofthe PLDT Group's outstanding $2.99 bil- 
lion in debr, $2.2 billion is owed by the fixed- 
line business. Wireless subsidiaries Smart 


Communications Inc. and Pilipino Telephone 
Corp. have a‘combined obligation of $718 
million. 

“We consider our efforts to accelerate our 
debt reduction program a prudent move that. 
will not only generate interest savings but al- 
so improve our balance sheet profile and mit 
gate our risks exposure," added Nazareno. 

During a period of foreign exchange 
volatility, companies with huge dollar expo- 
sure like PLDT incur huge forex losses. This. 
year, the telecom giant said it would likely 
book a P2-billion foreign exchange loss out of 
its total “unhedged” debe. 

PLDT, which recorded a net income of P20 
billion in the first nine months, is targeting to 
end the year with P24 billion in profit, 

Pangilinan said the company's profit target 
this year would not be affected by the foreign 
exchange losses that might arise from the 
adoption of new intemational accounting 
standards. 


Revenue scorecard 


‘TWENTY weeks after the opening of the 13th 
Congress wherein President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо proposed a fiscal package worth P100 
billion (P80 billion in new revenues and P20 
billion in government spending curs), and 16 
weeks after acknowledging a fiscal crisis in 
our midst, what have we got to show by way 
of a response? Specifically, how much addi- 
tional government revenues are we actually 
already assured of raising? Are we as Filipinos 
rising up to the challenge of working together 
and making sacrifices for the sake of national 
survival, or are we simply shrugging our 
shoulders and expecting the next person to 
worry about the problem, risking the very real 
possibility of all of us sinking together as an 
eventual result? Sad to say, but indications so 
far appear to point to the latter. 


Denial syndrome 

| don’t know if Tm missing something, but just 
сапт see the sense of urgency that we all should 
be feeling about our current situation, Here we 
are, mired in over Рб trillion in public sector debt, 
which continues to grow because the government 
needs to keep borrowing massively just to keep 
operating. About P4 out of every PS collected by 
the government in revenue this year is going to 
debt payments on interest and principal. Next 
year is projected to be much worse. The ОРЗ 
projections submitted to Congress estimated rev- 
‘enue collection at P730 billion, while payments 
for interest will be P202 bilion and payments for 
‘amortization of principal will be P385 billion, or a 
total debt service bill of P687 billion. That means 
more than P9 out of every P10 (94 percent) of 
revenue to be collected next year is already tied 
up for debt servicing! 

The Р100 billion package the President 
submitted to Congress was in fact just a basic 
survival formula that would merely keep the 
size of the public debt from rising as a propor- 
tion of GDP Itis not even what we need to im- 
prove the government's fiscal stability; it is 
just what is needed to keep it afloat. And yet, 
o far, the only additional revenue we can 
confidently say would be forthcoming is less 
than P10 billion from the decimated sin taxes 
bill approved by the House of Representa- 
tives. As pointed our by Rep. Herminio Teves, 
this can easily be more than doubled by a sin- 
gle provision that was left out of the bill, 
Which is to update the classification of 
cigarette brands. If the House cannot muster 
the political will to do what is right regardless 
of political and business interests, will the 
Senate vindicate Congress by standing up to 
the challenge? 


More flip-flopping 

‘There had been persistent talk that the 
House-approved version of the sin taxes bill 
was the result of instructions from the Palace 
to the Department of Finance to back down 
from its original position that would have pro- 
vided for a 30-percent hike in the excise tax, 
through the reclassification of cigarette 
brands and regular indexation of the tax to in- 
flation. If true, Speaker Jose de Venecia would 
be justified in saying that it was not the House 
that "watered down" the bill. The culprit was, 
in effect, the administration, who flip-flopped 
on its position on the bill. 

Now comes the news that the goverment 
has dropped plans to pursue the franchise tax 
оп telecommunications companies. Given the 
urgency of our situation, it is hard to under- 


No Free LUNCH 


Cielito F Habito 


stand the logic behind this new flip-flop, except 
to attribute it once again to strong pressure 
from the powerful business interests concerned. 
Ihave made no secret of my support for an ad- 
ditional tax on mobile phone companies, 
whether in the form of a text tax or a franchise 
tax. Reliable sources inform me that these com- 
panies have actually been paying negative val- 
ue-added tax (VAT) to BIR in recent years. Be- 
cause they are able to claim higher VAT credits 
оп their inputs than the tax due on their gross 
sales, the BIR has in effect been paying them, 
rather than the other way around! 
Given that this sector is a dominant source 
f growth in the economy, is it surprising 
then, that our tax take has not been growing 
commensurately with our economic growth? 
From a simple layman's perspective, it is hard 
to understand why the sector cannot be taxed 
more when they can afford to spend what ap- 
pear to be excessive amounts on lavish adver- 
Чып. And ic is not true that they will simply 
pass on these taxes to the consumers. For as 
long as demand for telecommunication ser- 
vices is not perfectly inelastic (where there is 
absolutely no change in people's consump- 
tion at whatever price—clearly not the case 
here), basic economics tells us that a sales tax 
сап never be completely passed on; the bur- 
den will always be shared between the buyer 
and the seller. Ata time when we are all being 
called to make some sacrifices for the sake of 
the country, I submit that all of us ‘texters’ 
should also be pitching in, along with the 
phone companies. After all, we can always cut 
down on frivolous text messages, which make 
up a significant part of the total text traffic. 


Time for patriotism 

The recent decision of Fitch Ratings to main- 
tain our credit rating while downgrading our 
economy's outlook from stable to negative was 
welcome news for most, given the wide expec- 
tations for an actual credit downgrade of as 
much as two notches, With Standard and Poor. 
and Moody's sil set to make their verdict early 
next year, it is too early to heave a sigh of relief 
and fall back into complacency. We are already 
paying one of the largest risk premiums for our 
foreign borrowings (over 4 percentage points 
Over the interest on US Treasury notes). A 
downgrade would further kick this up and 
make it even harder for government to stay 
afloat. The banking system stands to lose tons of 
money on their massive holdings of Philippine 
government securities, whose value automati- 
cally go down when interest rates rie. Capital 
fight is a very real prospect, and a contagion ef- 
fect across the region is not unlikely The effect 
of having an innocuous response to our fiscal 
crisis can be outright disastrous. And yet after 
20 weeks of legislative deliberations, all that is 
surely forthcoming is less than one-tenth of 
what we need justto survive. 

We need much more patriotism than 
that—especially from those who can more af- 
ford it. Comments welcome at chabito@ate- 
neo.edu 


and Sycip Salazar as legal counsel Monia Batet Pun. бир. 
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From poge B! 
"Investor confidence was hit 
hardest by Moody's warning of a 
two notch downgrade. Not only 
was confidence slipping in equity 
investments, it was also being ex- 
pressed by foreign investors in 
hard assets,” Jose Vistan of AB 
Capital Securities Inc. said. 

Fitch Ratings, however, offered 
some mild consolation with its 
decision not to downgrade the 
country's sovereign rating. Al- 
though it revised its outlook on 
the Philippines to negative from 
stable, Fitch maintained the 
country’s “BB” rating on long 
term foreign currency and "BB+ 
rating on long-term local curren- 
9. 

"It was a pleasant surprise con- 
sidering that Fitch hinted a few 
months ago that a downgrade 
was inevitable. Notwithstanding, 
Fitch warned that the outlook re- 
vision reflects increased concems 
about the country's worrying fis- 
cal situation as Congress has yet 
to pass crucial tax measures to 
address governments insuffi- 
cient revenues," Vistan added. 

He added in his weekly report 
thata recent survey conducted by 
the Wallace Business Forum, 
which showed that most foreign 


investors were not impressed 
with the Philippines due to poor 
governance and various uncer- 
tainties, also added to the worries 
among investors. 

Тһе Philippines was tagged as 
one of the least preferred invest- 
ment destinations in Asia. The 
survey of 49 chief executives of 
local units of multinational com- 
panies showed that only 21 per- 
cent were in favor of putting in 
new investments in the Philip- 
pines. More troublesome was the 
72 percent that said that the 
Philippines was the worst invest- 
ment site versus the rest of the 
Asean, 

Vistan also observed that eco- 
nomic growth was also being 
threatened by the spike in infla- 
tion and interest rates. The annu- 
alized inflation rate rose to 7.6 
percent in November, its fastest 
pace in more than five years. 

"The market is expecting infla- 
Чоп to hit 8 percent in December 
due to the spate of typhoons that 
hit the country recently. Inflation 
for the first 11 months of the year 
has already averaged at 5.3 per- 
cent, well above the govern. 
ments full-year target average of 
4to5 percent," he said. Elisabeth 
L Sanchez 
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BayanTrade breaks RP seen missing growth target 
into Chinese market 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


By Michelle V. Remo aid distressed relatives" Bear, gressive economic activity. 


ecutive branch since they might 
Stearn & Co. said in the paper. 


“The reconstruction activity have to attend to their respective 


Briones said the eendering US-BASED investment bank Bear, Тһе National Economic and should generate a larger contri- constituents. 


facility would cut down process Stearns & Co. Ine. said the Philip- Devel i i 
à - Inc. ір: Development Authority (Neda) bution of investment to GDP The government is hard- 
SUPPLY chain services provider time and ensure that only appro- pines might miss the projected 6- earlier expressed confidence that growth in 2005,” the investment pressed to immediately imple- 


Bayanlrade's expansion in Asia priate and qualified suppliers 


percent economic growth for the Philippines gross domestic bank said. ment the proposed fiscal reform 


gathered steam as it cracked the would beable to participate in all 5004 because of the ill effects of product (GDP) growth for 2004 Bear, Stearns & Co. said thede- measures because the interna- 


world’s biggest market through a tendering events. 

joint venture with China-based Тһе facility would also help the 
healthcare software and informa- Guangzhou province institution- 
tion technology services compa- alize a consistent bid format and 


rove thi unication of ч - 
aie ue nd etm “ejection Production, which accounts for a The government's growth tar- ing measures proposed by theex- of these measures. 


ny Symbidia. 
Dante Briones, company presi- 


dent and chief operating office, of tenders with incomplete re- 
said the deal covered the devel- quirements. 
opment of an official electronic Не said the project would also 


therecenttyphoonYoyongonthe would reach at least 6 percent, struction caused by the recent ty- tional capital market and credit 
agriculture sector. following the relatively high eco- phoons that hit the country might rating firms will judge the coun- 

In its latest briefing paper, the nomic growth in the first three draw the attention of the legisla- у ability to weather its fiscal 
investment bank said agriculture quarters of the year. tors away from the revenue-rais- problems based on the progress 


fifth of the Philippine economy, get for this year was originally 
would decline in the fourth quar- set at a range of 4.9- to 5.8-per- 
terbecause of the damage inflict- cent, but the higher-than-ex- 


Bidding facility for the provincial benefit tender participants who 6 by the typhoon especially on pected economic output in the 


government of Guangzhou. 


will be able to access documents "eand com producing areas. 


first three quarters of the year 


Drones said BayenTvade en- round-the-clock, save on travel _ Typhoon Yoyong affected over forced Neda to jack up its GDP 


eee bint venture costs and time in submitting ten- а hundred thousand families and growth target to 6 percent for 


repre 


through its wholly owned Singa- ders, prevent risk of travel delays TeSulted in more than a thousand the whole year. The robust pro- 
pore office called TradeConnect. and ensure that their tender re- casualties in several provinces, duction of the agriculture sector 
BayanTrades upcoming China quirements are complete and in including Catanduanes, Ca- from January to September con- 


operation is the latest addition to order. 


marines Norte and Aurora. tributed largely to the higher- 


its existing projects, including Briones said that among possi- Economic output might also be 
those in Singapore, Hong Kong, ble partners, Symbidia chose hampered by the severe destruc- 


Indonesia and Thailand. 


‘TradeConnect for the joint ven- tion of roads, bridges and shelter Typhoon Yoyong, however 


"China is the biggest emerging ture because it leveraged on іп hard-hitrural areas. It was for- could slightly pull down GDP 
market in the region and we at BayanTrade’s deep understand- tunatethattheMetroManilaarea growth this year to lower than the 
BayanTrade are making sure that ing of sourcing and procurement was spared from the impact of the _ 6-percent projection. 
we will be positioned to get a processes, as well as its expertise typhoon. But the investment bank 
thunk of the business from this in bid structuring and bid man- _ “Most importantly, electronics said the adverse economic ef- 


part of the world,” he said. agement. 


factories in the Metro Manila fects of the typhoon would on- 


Briones explained that the The e-tendering project is area, which accounts for 90 per. ly be felt in the remaining 
planned e-bidding facility would TradeConnect’s initial venture cent of expons have not been months of this year. In 2005, 
Wutomate the tendering process with the Hong Kong-based Sym- severely affected. Also, larger the investment bank said, the c 
for the medical supplies and bidia, which has extensive opera- amounts of (overseas) workers’ damage caused by a typhoon Tels. 


equipment needs of Guangzhou. _ tions in Shanghai and Beijing. 


An evening 
with Ms Arroyo 


WASN'T it nice of 

President Macapa- 

gal-Arroyo to have in- QUESTIONS 
vited the leaders of ОЕ POLICIES 
the telecom industry 

to dinner (or was it 

lunch?) at her Forbes 

Park home? 

Jaime Augusto Zo- 

bel de Ayala of Globe, 

Manuel Pangilinan of 

Smart and Lance 

Gokongwei of Digitel Honesto С. 
headed the power- г 
house guestlist. General 

Arrayed against 
them were Senate President Franklin Drilon, 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, Finance Secretary 
Amatong, Trade Secretary Purisima, House 
ways and means committee chair Lapuz and 
Senator Roxas. 

The main conversation piece was—what 
else?—taxes. The telecom people prevailed on 
President Arroyo to discard the silly idea of slap- 
ping sales with a franchise tax while purchases 
and importation would remain subject to the 
value-added tax. That would have madea mon- 
grel of the tax system on the telecom industry. 

Аз a result of that meal, Congress is now 
rushing a bill to raise the VAT on the telcos’ 
sales from 10 percent to 12 percent to replace 
the badly conceived franchise tax. 

lt must have been quite a meal. But the 
menu, undoubtedly continental, remains a 
state secret. It was probably catered by my good 
friend Glenda B. and served on the finest china 
and the purest silver. Surely, the conversation 
was generously lubricated with excellent 
French wines from Glenda’s well-stocked cellar. 

‘See what good food and fine wine can do? 

Now, the question is: How does one get in- 
vited to President Arroyo's Forbes Park home 
to discuss taxes? 

For the past four months, we—lowly insur- 
ance brokers, agents and adjusters—have 
been seeking to see Revenue Commissioner 
Parayno to present a position paper against 
excessive creditable withholding taxes. Noth- 
ingdoing. He has been too busy. 

Our complaint is that the BIR has raised the 
withholding tax rate to as much as 15 percent. 
of gross income. It is true that the withheld 
tax is creditable against the income tax, but 
the amount withheld is way in excess of the 
eventual income tax payable, The taxpayer is 
then faced with the insurmountable problem 
of seeking a refund of the excess. 

‘Whoever heard of the BIR refunding excess 
withholding tax? The taxpayer doesn't even 
bother to ask for a refund anymore. As a re- 
sult, the 15-percent withholding tax becomes 
the final income tax, a de facto tax increase. 
Nowhere in the tax code is a taxpayer subject 


remittances will likely flow in to may even result in a more ag- sales@sentinel.com.ph * www.sentinel.com.ph 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


The Business Software Alliance (BSA) continues to underscore the importance of software asset management (SAM) 
as it helps companies take full advantage of the benefits from their software resources and make sure that only legal 
software is used in their business. 


The BSA, through its SAM Advantage Program, acknowledges the following companies for properly and effectively 
implementing SAM in their organizations: 


Advanced Digital Broadcast, Lid. 
AFP General Insurance Corporation 
Allied Domecq Philippines, Inc. 
‘Amway Philippines LLC 
Ansuico Incorporated 
Armed Forces & Police Mutual Benefit Association, Inc. 
Asian Land Strategies Corp. 
Atlas Copco (Phils.) Inc. 
Bergesen D.Y. Philippines, Inc. 
Berkiey International Philippines, Inc. 
Blue Dairy Corporation 
BusinessWorld Publishing Corporation 
Capital Garment Corporation 
Cebu International School 
CJ Philippines Inc. 
Clarion Manufacturing Corp. of the Phils., Inc. 
Core Automotive Resources, Inc. 
Country Rural Bank of Tagig, Inc. 
CreativesAsia Company, Inc. 
Dash Engineering Philippines, Inc. 
Davao Doctors Hospital 
De La Salle - College of Saint Benilde 
Del Rosario Hechanova Bagamasbad & Raboca 
Exel Logistics Mngt. Phils., Inc. 
Fairex Trading (Asia) Corporation 
Flexo Manufacturing Corporation 
G7Bank (RBNI) 
Gendiesel Philippines Inc. 
Hitachi Limited, Philippine Branch 
HSD Philippines Pte. Ltd. Co. 
Hyundia-Asia Resources, Inc. 
Inkwell Publishing Co., Inc. 
Insular Life Assurance Co. Ltd. 
Interactive Data Systems, Inc. 
ITW Texwipe Philippines, Inc. 
JGC Philippines, Inc. 
Joaquin Cunanan & Company PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Ju-Young Electronics 
Kawasaki Motors (Plils.) Corporation 
Kinden Philippines Corporation 
KLG international, Inc. - Foodservice Division 


Laguna Auto-Parts Manufacturing Corporation (LAMCOR) 


Levi Strauss Philippines Inc. 


Magsaysay Global Services, Inc. 
Magsaysay Group of Companies 
Magsaysay Houlder Insurance Broker, Inc. 
Magsaysay Institute of Shipping 
Magsaysay Maritime Corporation 
Magsaysay Travel & Tours Co., Inc. 
Марпа Institute of Technology 
Media GBway Corporation. 
Mediastreak Computer Development 
Miescor Builders, Inc. 

Mirant (Philippines) Corporation 
NGL Pacific Limited 
Nippon Life Insurance Company of the Philippines, Inc. 
Optima Digital Inc. 

Ove Arup & Partners, HK Ltd. 
Pasco-Certeza Computer Mapping Corporation 
Philex Mining Corporation 
Philippine Commercial Capital, Inc. 
Philscan Travel and Tours 
Punongbayan & Araullo 
R. Villarosa Architects 
RCL Feeders Phils., Inc. 
Republic Chemical Industries, Inc. 
Rhodia Philippines, Inc, 

Ricoh (Philippines), Inc. 

SAE Products Marketing Corporation 
Salmat Philippines, Inc. 

SC Johnson & Son, Inc. 
Scana Keating Graphics, inc. 
SEAMED SEARCA 
Sprint International, inc. 

‘Steel Asia 
Sun Cruises, Inc. 

Taikisha Philippines, ino. 
Taylor Nelson Sofres (TNS) 
Team Pacific Corporation 
The Mercantile Insurance Co., Inc. 
UMC Information Technologies, Inc. 
Universal Motors Corporation 
Vibal Publishing House, Inc. 
Viking Cars, Inc. 
Yokogawa Philippines, Incorporated 
ZMG Signium Ward Howell Inc. 


toa 15-percent tax on gross income. The SAM Advantage Program is a BSA initiative recognizing companies that implement a sound SAM policy in their 
Hey, we are willing to do our share in solv- 


i : i 5 organizations, thus maximizing the benefits from using licensed software and avoiding the risks and consequences of 

ing the national fiscal crisis. But extorting 9 Ы H à ign 

money from us beyond the prescribed income doing otherwise. These companies have accordingly received the SAM Advantage Certificate, an affirmation that the 

taxrateissimply wrong. | company Is practicing good software management and uses only licensed software. The certificate is valid for one 
Mesure шанына n pude year and guarantees that the BSA will not initiate any enforcement action against the company for illegal software 


be rolled back to the original 5 percent. 5 x 
How much money are we talking about? usage during its validity. 


Admittedly, nowhere near the amount in- 
volved in the telecom industry. But the money 
the BIR excessively takes from us is nothing to 
sneeze at. And it hurts. 

Since Commissioner Parayno could not find 
the time to see us, we sent a messenger to sub- 
mit our position paper. Last week, after a couple 
of follow-up phone calls, had a nice chat with a 
technical assistant at the BIR Head Office. We 
agreed on certain changes in the presentation of 
the issues posed by the position paper. 

With the tenacity insurance intermediaries 
are notorious for, we still hope to chat with 
Commissioner Parayno. Or, miracles of mira- 
cles, a snack at the President’s Forbes Park 
home? We expect no sumptuous feast. A 
round of weak coffee will do just fine. 


BSA 


www.bsa.org/philippines 


‘The Business Software Alliance (yww.bxa.oco) is the foremost organization dedicated to promoting a sate and legal digital world. BEA is the voice of the world's 
‘commercial software indusiry and its hardware pariners before governments and i the international markeipiace. Its members represent one of the fastest 
growing industries ia the world. BSA programs foster technology innovation through education and policy letiatives that promote copyrighi protection, cyber 
security, кабе and e-commerce, BSA worldwide members include Adobe, Apple, Autodesk; Avid, Bentley Systemes, Borland, CHC Sothwara/Mastercem, Internet 
Security Systema, Мастака, McAiee; Inc. Mlcroxott, SolidWorks, Sybase; Symaniec, UGS Corp. and VERITAS Software, BSA regionai mecibard i Asia, 
Jaciude Trend Micro: tn the Phllgpingi, BSA mainjains а Meriorandum of Understanding with he Philippine Software industry Axkociation, Philippine Internet 
Services Organization, the inatilute of internal Auditor and the Axsociation of Government Auditore. ВЗА anlhpiracy hotlines are 618-6887 (Metro Manila) or 
41-800-1-488-8787 (oulside Metro Manil). 
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Plantersbank Globe seen to incur P2.3B 
in forex losses in January 


gets nod to 
raise $10M 
to pay debt 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE MONETARY Board has approved the 
Planters Development Bank proposal to raise 
$10 million through the issuance of subordi- 
nated debt. 

Planters would become the first thrift bank 
to tap this tier 2 capital-raisingoprion. 

Alberto Reyes, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
deputy governor for bank supervision, said 
the $10 million was on top of a 8700-million 
borrowing which Plantersbank was also con- 
sidering. 

"This is to enable Plantersbank to pay its 
short-term dollar obligations," Reyes said. 

Earlier, the Monetary Board relaxed the 
rules on the issuance of subordinated debt or 
tier 2 capital to open this fund-raising option 
to smaller banks. 

Reyes said Plantersbank was the first thrift 
bank to take advantage of the relaxed guide- 
lines. 

‘The MB had scrapped the requirement that 
only banks with quasi-banking license could 
issue unsecured subordinated notes. 

Quasibanks are defined as entities en- 
gaged in obtaining funds other than deposits 
from more than 19 creditors for the purpose 
ofrelending. Such entities include investment 
houses and financing companies. 

The old requirement rescricted the subordi- 
nated debt offering option only to commercial 
banks. 

Under the new risk-based capital adequacy 
framework adopted by the BSR qualifying 
capital consists of tier 1 or core capital and 
tier 2 or supplementary capital. The delin- 

7 eation between core and supplementary capi- 

£ tal is based on the capital elements’ ability to 
absorb losses. 

Planters Bank, majority owned and man- 
aged by the Tambunting family, is the country’s 
largest private development bank with total 
consolidated assets of P30 billion, capital of 
2.9 billion and network of 70 branches. 

‘The bank has specialized on SME lending 
over the last 40 years and is a consistent recip- 
ient of awards and citations from the coun- 
trys funding and guarantee agencies for 
SMEs. Itis among the top 250 corporations in. 
the Philippines. 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GLOBE Telecom Inc. is expecting to 
book about P2.3 billion in foreign ex- 
change losses in early 2005 once it 
starts adopting the new global stan- 
dards of accounting, 

Delfin Gonzalez, Globe's chief 
nancial officer, said the “capitalized 
foreign exchange losses would be 
charged to retained earnings.” He 
said the adoption of the new st 
dards won't affect the company's bot- 
tomline. 

Companies worldwide must com- 
ply with two new international ac- 
counting standards. 

‘The first, already being implement- 
ed this year, requires companies to 
book any foreign exchange losses on 
transaction on the year the losses 
‘were incurred and not la 

Up for adoption next year is the re- 
quirement that outstanding losses on 
foreign exchange transactions be 
made transparent. 

“This would just bea balance sheet 
adjustment,” according to Globe 
president Gerardo Ablaza Jr. “It 


‘would not have any effect on PNL 
(profit and net loss statement).” 

As of end September, Globe had 
around $926 million in debt, 80 per- 
cent of which are foreign denominat- 
ed. With its foreign exchange swap 

contracts, Globe's foreign denominat- 
ed debt has effectively been reduced 
to SS percent of total debt. 

Globe has $160 million of debts 
maturing in 2005 and $168 million in 
2006. The company said it 
enough internal funds to 

из even as third quarter profits of 
P2 billion fell 34 percent against the 
same period last year. 

From January to September, the 
company registered a net income of 
P8.96 billion or 19.4 percent higher 
than P7.5 billion in 2003. 

Gonzalez said the company would 

е to hedge its foreign expo- 
sure. He said of the 55 percent of 
Globe's debt in dollars, about 40 per- 
cent was hedged. 

‘An analyst said the new accounting 
standards cover mostly debts that 
were not hedged. 

In mid-2004, Globe forged a deal 


with International Finance Corp. fora 
$140-million peso swap facility. 

“The intention is to maintain 50 
percent of the company's total debt in 
pesos," Gonzalez said. 

According to Globe, a joint venture 
of Ayala Corp. and Singapore Tele- 
com, about 26 percent of its annual. 
revenue were dollar-denominated. 

Globe would finance about $350 
million in estimated capital expendi- 
tures this coming year. The company 
is planning to borrow between $100 
and $150 million from banks to fund. 
part of its network rollout. 

Ablaza said the company would 
roll outat least another 1,000 cellular 
sites next year to expand its coverage. 
Globe hopes to end the year with 
about 3,600 cellular sites, which will 
cover 85 percent ofthe population 

Globe's network could support a 
subscriber base of more than 13 mil- 
lion. 

As of end-September, it already has 
11.7 million customers. 

Ablaza said Globe's wider network 
coverage helped the company sign up 
more subscribers from the provinces. 


Quezon province. Relief crews continue to distrib| 
and logs started to clear out in villages ravaged b 
least 740 people dead and 754 missing. 


International telco firms out to grab slice of RP 


THREE of the world's largest telecon 
players are scouring for investm: 
opportunities in the Philippine market 
and are particularly interested in the 
introduction here of the third-ge 

tion or 3G wireless technology. 

Sources identified the three compa- 
nies as Vodafone Group Plc, the world's 
largest, NTT Docomo, Japan's biggest, 
and Hutchison Telecommunications 
Intemational of Hong Kong which op- 
erates in seven other countries. 

Ronald Solis, chair of the National 
Telecommunications Commission said 
he had heard about the interest of the 
three foreign players. But he added he 
had not received any formal commu- 
nications from any of them. 

But, Solis said, “if this is true, 1 be- 
lieve their entry would be healthy for 


the industry ... they can come in at 40 
percent.” 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. and Globe Telecom Inc. already 
have foreign partners. PLDT is about 
24 percent owned by First Pacific Co. 
Ltd. and about 15 percent owned by 
Japan's Nippon Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Co. 

Singapore Telecommunications 
Lid. has a 40 percent-stake in 

Speculations are rife that 

layers are eyeing the Gokong- 
wed Digital Telecommunica- 
tions Phils. I 
Bayan Telecommunications Inc. The 
Lopez Group also owns a big part of 
the moribund Express Telecommuni- 
cations Inc. 
The NTC has scheduled the bidding 


of 3G frequencies in 2005. But PLDT 
and Globe are opposed to the plan, 
saying that the local market is not yet 
ready for the third wave of cellular 
technology. 

Officials of Globe Telecom Inc. and 
Smart Communications Inc. said it 

ld take between 4 and 6 years to 
develop a market for 3G as consumers 
may not yet afford the pricey hand- 


generation technology or 3G 

next evolution in digital wireless 

3G, downloading of 

for instance, could happen in 

half the time it normally takes using 

the current technology. The exchange 

of text, digitized voice, video, and 

multimedia takes place at more than 2 
‘megabits per second. 
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Vodafone and NTT Docomo are pio- 
neers of 3G in places were they oper- 
ate. 

Vodafone has a significant presence 
in Europe, the United Kingdom, the 
United States and parts of Asia. In the. 
US, the company operates as Verizon 
Wireless. 

NTT DoCoMo, a unit of NTT, is the 
creator of W-CDMA technology, a 3G 
platform which the Japanese firm 
hoped would become the new global 
industry standard 

Hutchison, the Hong Kong-based 
port-to-phone operator wanted to ex- 
pand in emerging countries. It had al- 
ready started adopting the 3G tech- 
nology in some of the places where it 
operates. Hutchison is present in eight 
countries, including Hong Kong, In- 
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ite goods at town municipalities as piles of mud 
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By Abigail L, Но 


POWER produced by the state- 
run National Power Corp. has in- 
creased by 5.39 percent in the 
first nine months of the year to 
30,912.74 gigawatt-hours 
(GWh) from 29,332.77 GWh in 
the same period last year. 

Data from Napocor' sales and 
services group showed that coal- 
fired power plants remained the 
biggest contributors to the state 
firm's overall generation mix at 
30.42 percent, slightly lower 
than last year's 31.04 percent. 

Coalfired power plants pro- 
duced 9,402.69 GWh of power in. 
the first three quarters of the year 
from 9,105.48 GWh in the same 
period a year ago. 

The second largest contri 
tors to the total generation mix 
were geothermal power fa 
with a 25.23-percent share of the 
pie at 7,800.24 GWh. 

This year's figures for geother- 
mal plants, however, represent a 
slight decline in generation mix 
share and generated power fro 
last years 25.90 percent at 
7,597.41 GWh. 

Hydroelectric plants posted a 
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slight growth in its contribution. 
to Napocors generation mix at 
20.24 percent in the January- 
September period from 1895 
percent in the same period the 
year before. 

Generated power likewise 
went up to 6,256.87 GWh from 
5,557.54 GWh last year. 

Like their hydroelectric coun- 
terparts, oil-based power plants 
increased their contribution to 
the generation mix to 13.44 per- 
cent at 4,153.59 GWh from 12.60 
percent at 3,695.51 GWh a year 
ago. 

Natural gas plants had the 
smallest share in Napocor's gross 
generation mix at 10.67 percent 

3,299.35 GWh, declining 
htly from last year’s 1151 
cent or 3,376.83 GWh. 

Region-wise, Luzon contribut- 
ed the most to the generation 
pool at 65 percent or 20,120.22 


Plants in the Visayas grid ac- 
counted for 18 percent or 
5,610.06 GWh of the power pro- 
duced by the state firm in the first 
nine months of the year, while 
those in Mindanao contributed 
17 percent or 5,182.46 GWh. 
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DOE seeks US technology 
to turn coal into gasoline 


THE DEPARTMENT of Energy is currently 
convincing a large American energy firm 
to bring to the Philippines its technology to 
convert coal into gasoline. 

Energy officials said the technology 
would ease the country’s dependence on 
imported crude and refined petroleum 

its. 

Energy Undersecretary Peter Anthony 
Abaya revealed that negotiations were 
now ongoing with the American company, 
although there were still no firm commit- 
ments on whether the US firm would be 

ig in the country. 

He declined to name the company, say- 
ing it would be more appropriate to do so 
once something concrete had been forged. 

All he said was that the firm was in- 
volved in nanotechnology and coal-to- 
gasoline transformation 

The entry of the American firm would 
help ease the country's reliance on im- 
ported crude and refined petroleum prod- 
ucts and at the same time enable the full 
utilization of coal being produced in the 
country's mines, particularly in Semirara, 


he said, 

Based on initial studies, there were indi- 
cations that local coal was suitable for the 
coal-to-gasoline transformation technology 
of the American firm, according to Abaya. 

“As we're pushing for the use of more 
renewable energy resources in power pro- 
duction, we want to realign coal use for 
the transport sector," he told reporters. 

Apart from unleaded gasoline, he said 
the company could also transform coal in- 
to diesel, liquefied petroleum gas and 
even petrochemicals 

The American company is now operat- 
ing in China, Abaya said. 

“If (the firm) comes into the Philip- 
pines, that would mean a very big invest- 
ment,” he said. ‘Also, the products that 
they would come up with would be priced 
lower than those in the market today" 

But Abaya was quick to add that the 
government's efforts to tap new technolo- 
gy was not meant to replace traditional 
fuels. Alternative fuel sources would just 
be tapped to bring relief to consumers 
amidrrisingoil prices. Abigail L. Ho 
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Asia's IMF chief wants market access for poor 


MIYAZAKI, Japan—Wealthy gov- — ButthedireetoroftheMFsre- that China's pool of cheap work- own,” said Hino, a US-edueated such as the IME 


should be raised. The social con- 


emments must open their mar- gional office for Asia dismisses ers will crush all competitors, Hi- Japanese economist. But in the view of Hino, global cerns should be raised,” he said. 

ets to the words poor and de- erticsm that the Fund wants to no believes the developed world Agricultural subsidies have be- financial institutions are only Before assuming his present 
veloping countries need to listen dictate to developing nations and should ensure that poor countries come а key sticking point in among the actors formulating post in 2002, Hino was a senior 
to critics when they make eco- iscalling fora dialogue to address still have markets for their goods. world trade negotiations, with programs that ultimately belong adviser for the IMF on Africa, a 
nomie policy the head of the In thelabormovementsconcems. “T think it is very critical forde- developing countries contending to individual countries and their continent where he said some 


ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) One top worry voiced by the veloped countries to increase the thatrich nations’ aid to theirown governments. 


IMF programs have succeeded 


for Asia says. Intemational Confederation of access forthe poorest countriesto farmers makes it impossible for “Ie is critical that the programs in bringing in more social play- 
Hiroyuki Hinoisalonely igure Free Trade Unions, whose World their markets and also to reduce the poor to compete. are those of the countries con- ers. 

in this southern Japanese town, Congress here is its first in Asia, subsidies on their agriculture be- A major theme at the Miyazaki cerned, not ours. It is also impor- “In some countries of Africa 

Where labor union representa: isnextmonth’send of the indus- cause trade exports are very, very meet is how to rekindle the labor tant that thdse programs reflect that I know, they say asa result of 

tives from 150 countries are plot- trialized world’s 40-year-old important,” Hino told AFP movement amid concem that the concerns ofall the stakehold- this process, the organizations in 


ting strategy and many consider quota system for clothing im- “This is how these (develop- growing globalization leaves ers," Hino said. 


the country feel they are better 


international financial institu- ports. . img) countries сап grow faster workers at the mercy of multina- “In the discussions, of course, informed, they are taking part of 
tions enemy number one. ‘With organized labor fearing and become independentontheir tional companies and institutions all kind of issues can be and 


Brazil launches bid for top WTO job | mgr zem 


GENEVA—Brazil launched its bid on tions already presided over the Inter- didates, they made clear they felt | Feel ri 
Friday to head the World Trade Orga- national Monetary Fund (IMF) and Brazil was а better standard-bearer 

nization (WTO), saying its candidate World Bank, a top Brazilian official for developing country interests than 
could strengthen the role of develop- said many of the WTO's 148 member South American rival Uruguay. 

ing countries in the global trade body. states felt it important that the Brazil is the spokesman for and a 

Brazilian contender, Luiz Felipe world’s top trade job not also go to founder member of the Group of 20 
Seixas Correa, the country’s envoy to them. alliance, which includes India and 
the WTO, faces competition from at “The prevailing feeling in Geneva Chin: 
least two other developing country and capitals for years now was that Uruguay, which is fielding former 
candidates along with former Euro- the next (WTO) director-general WTO envoy Carlos Perez del Castillo, 
pean Union trade chief Pascal Lamy. should come from a developing coun- is not a member of the G20. 

‘They are bidding to take over from try” said Clodoaldo Hugueney, Тһе influential group was instru- 
Thailand's Supachai Panitchpakdi, Brazil's chief trade negotiator, who mentai first in the failure of a WTO 
who stands down next August, as the was in Geneva for the candidacy an- ministerial meeting in Cancun, Mexi- 
WTO battles to conclude the already- nouncement. со, in late 2003, which threatened to 
delayed Doha Round of global free Although both Hugueney and derail the trade round, and then in 


Noting representatives of rich na- the relative merits of the various can- negotiations last summer. AP 


j : : than-expected 28 percentis through November compared with 43 percentin 
trade negotiations. Баш Coven deed торак са poate back outed жишш eer осы ЫК кост т^ = 


палео 


THE POSSIBILITIES ARE INFINITE FUJITSU 


Fujitsu recommends Microsoft" Windows" XP Professional. 


Sophistication 


44" screen at less than 209, Fingerprint socurity with seamless connectivity. 
Powered by Intel” Contrino™ Mobile Technology. 


The LleBook 57010 оез meximum soghspcaton in on ulle-potable form tector Powered by ичем 
Canrino" Mable Teennaogy. mobie peolessicetas can enjoy nassie-ree wveless connection et holspots 
влум, anywhere. Ergonomic designed veh tl-szed keyboerc and 147 XGA аргу, demanding tasks 
сап be managed ellectvely and elbceniy Sacurty conscious professioniss val be giad lo know thet Ihe 
‘$7010 s equipped wih Athene TasePrnt™ Technology sensore lor accurate Парето recogniton. Fies 
апа folders can ba encrypted ro prevent unauthonsed access 


* шт sud ligit * Frgerpent seculi * Searless communication * Eigenomic desine 


fingerprint 


Built-In Confidence 


noe Орша: со "5 | Fujitsu Philippines, Inc. (ЕРІ) 


Customer CareLine. +63 (2)841-8488 Website: hitp-ph.fuytsu.com/px 


Made in Japan. World Class. Sales Holine: +83 (2) 804-8557 Service Hoteline: +83 (2) 841-8400. 


E MOBILE 
imt TECHNOLOGY 


ENTUM UNE S mI 


World labor 
bodies to 
merge, resist 
globalization 


GENEVA—Two major world labor union 
groupings on Friday set course for a merger to 
boost their struggle against what they see as 
growing worker exploitation as big compa- 
nies tighten their grip on the global economy. 

The link-up, expected to be finalized next 
year, will bring together the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) 
and the World Confederation of Labor (WCL), 
which together have 170 million members in 
over 150 countries. 

“Widespread violation of basic: workers’ 
rights are the hallmark of the dark side of 
globalization,” ICFTU general secretary Guy 
Ryder told a congress of his Brussels-based 
body at Miyazaki in Japan this week. 

Willy Thys, secretary general of the 
WCL—founded in 1920 as a Christian work- 
ers’ international—told the Miyazaki gather- 
ing that the merger would help combat “neo- 
liberal policies confronting us throughout the 
world.” 


Link-up 

Just before the congress wrapped up on 
Friday, it agreed that the ICFTU, with some 
150 million members in 234 affiliated bodies 
in rich and poor countries, should go for the 
link-up. 

One other global body, the Prague-based 
and once Soviet-dominated World Federation 
of Trade Unions (WFTU), claims 407 million 
members in 72 countries, but these include 
huge government-controlled groupings like 
China's ACFTU, 

The merger move, already approved by а 
congress of the WCL whose members are 
mainly in developing countries although it 
is also based in Brussels, marks a growing 
radicalization of both bodies, once de- 
nounced by the WFTU as "capitalist 
stooges.” 

Both say unfettered globalization has al- 
lowed international corporations to switch 
production around the world to where they 
can get the cheapest workers—which means 
those on paltry salaries with little or no social 
protection. 

This has undermined the advances made 
over a century by workers in rich countries, 
the ICFTU and WCL argue, and allowed em- 
ployers to use the threat of job losses to de- 
stroy labor unions or minimize their influence 
оп national policies 

“The protection from exploitation offered 
by trade unionism is the only real guarantee 
that workers will get fair treatment," said Ry- 
der, a Briton. At the global level, this made 
unity vital to counter "the masters of the glob- 
al economy.” 


United body 

He also made clear that China would be a 
target of the new grouping. The communist 
Asian giant whose All-China Federation of 
“Trade Unions (ACFTU) is the only labor body 
allowed "is effectively a union-free work- 
shop," he said. 

Ryder and Thys insist that a united body 
will be able to exert greater influence on the 
three bodies they see as at the heart of *neo- 
liberal globalization’—the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund and the World 
‘Trade Organization. 

‘After standing aloof from openly left-wing 
political positioning for decades, both now 
support the World Social Forum—which be- 
gan three years ago as an anti-capitalist gath- 
ering in Brazil bur is building into a global 
movement. Reuters 
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Wall St. hopes for 
yearend Santa rally 


NEW YORK—Wall Street is hoping its tradi- 
tional year-end “Santa rally” will pick up 
steam this week 

But some investors worry that Federal Re- 
serve Chair Alan Greenspan just might play 
the Grinch on Tuesday with some tough talk 
to go with an expected quarter-point increase 
in interest rates, 

For December so far, the blue-chip Dow 
Jones industrial average is up 1.l percent, 
‘while the tech-laced Nasdaq Composite Index 
is up 1.5 percent, and the broad Standard & 
Poor's 500 index is up 1.2 percent. 

"Investors remain very upbeat about the 
‘prospect of a year-end rally carrying into 2005,” 
said Michael Sheldon, chief market strategist at 
New York brokerage Spencer Clarke. 

“Probably the biggest thing this week is the 
Fed meeting,” he added. 

Wall Street would, of course, welcome “any 
comments they make that indicate the Fed 
may either slow down the pace of rate hikes, 
which I think is unlikely" he said. 

On the other hand, stock investors hope 
that Greenspan & Со, otherwise known as 
the FOMC, will not “use language indicating 
they'll become more aggressive in raising in- 
terest rates, which I think is also unlikely" 

In truth, markets will have a lot more than 
the Federal Open Market Committee's state- 
ment to digest. 

A steady diet of economic data will include 
retail sales on Monday, the international 
trade deficit and industrial production on 
‘Tuesday, US fuel inventories on Wednesday, 
housing starts and the US current account 
deficit on Thursday, and the Consumer Price 
Index on Friday. 

‘The overall CPI for November is expected 
to gain 0.2 percent, while the core CPI, ex- 
cluding volatile food and energy prices, is also 
forecast to rie 0.2 percent, according to 
economists polled by Reuters. 

What's more, earnings are expected from 
many high-profile companies, including two 


Declining dollar 
good for equities 


NEW YORK—You might be hav- 
ing second thoughts about that 
European vacation because of the 
weak dollar, but Wall Street 
doesn't think its such a bad 
thing—at least not for now. 

‘The dollar has lost more than 
30 percent ofits value against the 
euro over the last three years, and 
recently dipped to new lows. It 
has recovered somewhat from 
several weeks of selling, and was 
trading at $1.32 against the euro 
late Friday, but still remains quite 
weak; analysts say the downward 
drift is likely to continue in 2005. 

Believe it or not, that's good 
news for many US stocks. While a 
sharp drop in currency valuations 
could jeopardize the financial mar- 
kets by pushing interest rates high- 
ег and stock prices lower, the dol- 
lar’ gradual decline has had most- 
ly positive effects, said Lynn Reas- 
er, chief economist with Banc of 
America Capital Management. 

їз made US exports more 
competitive on the global market 
and slowed domestic demand for 
imports. 

That, combined with а slow 
rise in interest rates, should help 
level off the nation’s current ac- 
count deficits, she said. 

Stocks that stand to make the 
most gains from a feeble dollar 
include the major exporters, such 


AT&T allies 


CHARLOTTE, North Caroli- 
na—AT&T Corp. said Friday it 
has teamed up with chip giant In- 
tel Corp. to work on research and 
development and produce prod- 
ucts together. 

Both companies declined to 
disclose how much they are in- 
vesting in the initiative. 

‘The alliance comes at a time 
when telecommunications is in- 
creasingly converging with com- 
puting.” 

For instance, Voice over Inter- 
net Protocol, or VoIP is gaining in 
popularity as a means to make 
cheaper phone calls via the Inter- 
пе. 

As part of the agreement, 
which was signed six months ago, 
Intel will work together to pro- 
duce a chipset that will allow 
AT&T to create services over In- 
ternet protocol. 

For example, the chipset, 
which could find its way into cell 
phones, personal digital assis- 
tants and set-top boxes, would al- 
low users to click on an AT&T 
icon to do things like make 
phones calls via the Internet, 

AT&T researchers are develop- 
ing а device dubbed "Office in a 


them. AP 


may be. 


market. 


аз manufacturers and agricultur- 
al producers, as well as US-based 
companies with sizable overseas 
operations. 

This is particularly true for the 
tech sector and consumer staples, 
such as household products com- 
panies, many of which have close. 
to 50 percent of their revenues 
coming from abroad. 

US companies competing on 
price in foreign markets—includ- 
ing those in the materials sector, 
such as steel producers—are also 
well-positioned. 

For example, a US company 
selling a product in Asia may be 
able to capture market share 
from European makers. 

This also bodes well for high- 
end luxury retailers: European 
and Japanese tourists are likely to 
splurge on pricey watches, jewel- 
ту, handbags and clothes while 
they're here because in terms of 
their own currency, these items 
are less expensive. 

‘The chief downside of the slid- 
ing dollar is the concern that for- 
eign investors might lose their ap- 
petite for US Treasurys. 

If the dollar falls too rapidly in 
too short a time, foreigners are 
likely to grow concerned about 
holding US assets; they may stop 
buying, or worse, start selling 


with Intel 


Box" which would allow small 
and medium-size businesses to 
gain access to data and voice ser- 
vices all in one place. 

The device, which could be 
portable, would allow corporate 
customers to gain secure access 
to their networks and make Inter- 
met phone calls wherever they 


Intel spokesperson Mark Miller 
said the chip maker teamed up 
with AT&T as a way to boost its 
presence in the communications 


‘The two companies are also 
working on developing prod- 
ucts to extend the range of 
WiMax, а long-range wireless 
standard. 

‘The chipset should be available 
in the next six to 12 months, said 
AT&T chief technology officer 
Hossein Eslambolchi. 

On Friday, shares of Intel, 
based in Santa Clara, California, 
slipped 20 cents, or 0.9 percent, 
to close at $22.56 on the Nasdaq 
Stock Market. 

Shares of Bedminster, New Jer- 
sey-based AT&T rose 37 cents, ог 
2 percent, to close at $19.15 on 
the New York Stock Exchange. AP. 


big investment banks, Goldman Sachs Group 
Ine. and Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc.. 

Results also are due from athletic footwear 
titan Nike Inc.; retailer Bed Bath & Beyond 
Inc.; business software maker Oracle Corp.; 
‘Adobe Systems Inc., known for PhotoShop 
and document-sharing software, and FedEx 
Corp., the world's largest express air shipper. 

Just to add to the mix, next Friday, Dec. 17, 
is “triple witching” day, something that hap- 
pens only four times a year, when contracts 
for stock index futures, stock index options, 
and stock options all expire on the same day. 

This event is sometimes referred to as 
“freaky Friday” and on days like this, markets 
canbe volatile in the final hour of trading. 

Another factor probably will influence the 
stock market in the near term, in Sheldon's 
opinion: “On a short-term basis, the market is 
over-bought after the very strong advance f 
lowing the US election” on Nov. 

For the week, stocks dipped, with the Dow 
down 0.46 percent, while the Nasdaq fell 0.93 
percent, and the S&P 500 slipped 0.27 per- 
cent. 

‘The price of crude oil, which has caused 
Wall Street weeks of sleepless nights, fell 
sharply on Friday. On the New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange, crude oil for January delivery 
dropped $1.82 to settle at $40.71 a bar- 
el down almost 27 percent from the record 
$55.67 hit in late October. 

Earlier in the day, Opec ministers agreed to 
cut production by one million barrels per day, 
starting Jan. 1. 

If the S&P 500 can hold above its recent low 
of 1,167 over the next few days, Sheldon said 
investors will become more confident because 
stocks will have been able to show resilience. 

Tuesday's Fed meeting, though, is undoubr- 
edly the week's main event. Some investors 
are hoping for even the slightest of hints that 
the Fed's “measured pace” of interest-rate in- 
creases could be slowed in 2005. Others think 
that is unrealistic. Reuters 
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‘Wonderful Christmas 
show’ opens Dec. 16 


FOR THE last-minute shoppers out there, a 
one-of-a-kind Christmas show is set to draw 
shopping aficionados again this year to the 
SM Megamall. The 2nd Wonderful Christmas 
Gift and Food Show, back-to-back with The 
2iid Great Christmas Toy Show, is slated from 
Dec. 16 to 19 at the SM Megatrade Hall 2. 

Shop for unique gift items, personal acces- 
sories, leather goods, fashion articles, gar- 
ments, delectable food treats, and the best 
toys in the planet from over 150 booths. Its 
truly a one-stop shop for exciting presents, 
toys and Christmas food treats, plus enter- 
taining activities for the entire family. 

There will be dance numbers from En- 
chanted Kingdom characters, Avon skin care 
and make up demonstrations, X-Trek Micro 
Racing, Super Yoyo Show, cooking demon- 
strations from Good Housekeeping, and arts 


and crafts Workshops from Crayola and Lil 
Hands. 

For the toy savvy, popular celebrities will 
feature, for the 2nd straight year, their fa- 
vorite toys in the shows Celebrity Toy Muse- 
um. Among the celebrities who will showcase 
their prized toys are Ogie Alcasid, Michael V 
Ding Dong Dantes, Melissa Gibbs and many 
others. 

‘Some exhibitors at the show include Las 
Bordadoras, Aksesorya, and Smarty Toys. 
Sponsors are Smart Communications, M & 
M's, Maltesers, Snickers, Crayola, Lil Hands, 
Super Yoyo, Simba, X-Trek Micro Racing Sys- 
tem, Avon Color, Munky, Binondo Media Pub- 
lishing, Puriflex, Little Tikes, Smart Parent- 
ing, Good Housekeeping, Yehey.com, Wave 
89.1, Jam 88.3, Magic 89.9, 99.5 RT, 103.5 K- 
Lite, iFMm 93.9. 
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PASAR HONORED AS 2004 TESDA NATIONAL KABALIKAT AV/ARDEE 

‘The Philippine Associated Smelting and Refining (Pasar) Corp job training, socially conscious industry practices, and other 
was recently honored as the 2004 National Kabalikat awardee support services related to manpower developmenttechnical 
by the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority education and skills. Shown is Ricardo G. Santiago, Pasar SVP 
(Tesda). The Kabalikat Award is Tesda's annual institutional for HRM and plant administration, receiving the award from 
‘award that recognizes outstanding partnersin the promotion Augusto L. Syjuco Jr, Tesda director general. He is assisted by. 
and enhancement of technical education and skills develop- 2004 National Kabalikat screening committee members Dr. 
ment The contribution can be in the form of training, sponsor- Nona Saldana Ricafort, chair (left), lawyer Ranullo P. Payos 
ship, donation of training machines and equipment, supplies (2nd from right), Marta M. Hernandez, executive director, of- 
and materials, recruitment and placement of trainees, on-the- fice of apprenticeship (right), and other Tesda board members. 


FRENCH BAKER ‘LEAVENS UP’ WOFEX 2004 


Bread, as the adage goes, is the nourishment of the soul. With the recent success of its 
baking workshop ‘Let's Make Dough’ at the annual World Food Expo (Wofex 2004), 
French Baker has proferred more than just baking tips to would-be bakers but also. 
helped in leaving up the dough for a more evangelized community. Held at the World 
‘Trade Center and conducted by no less than French Baker chief Johniu Koa, the work- 


Universal Robina Corp's beverage 
team recently unveiled its three 
hottest products with ‘Race to Victo- 
ry with Formula 3, 
spired event indicative of the com- 
petitive nature of its latest bets in the 
market. First off is Great Taste Con- 
centrated Coffee Granules with even 
richer coffee flavor ina new pack de- 
sign. Also in the running is Refresh 
Flavored Drink in plastic cups, which 
comes in three varieties-orange, 
pineapple and datandan-offering an 
exciting and more convenient way to 


in FI-racing in- 


beverage race. 


enjoy fruit drinks. And lastiy, the. 
freshest brew on the blockis C2 Cool 
and Clean Green Tea. Made from nat- 
ural tea leaves, C2 has the right taste 
‘and formula for a healthiuly refresh- 
ing and relaxing experience anytime, 
‘anywhere. Shown ate the winning 
forms of Great Taste Coffee senior 
brand assistant Paulleen Soliman, C2 
Green Tea brand assistant Carlo dela. 
Paz and Refresh brand assistant. 
Rhea Rosales during the recent 
launch af URC' latest bets in the 


shop was participated in by about 80 b 
shop benefited those in attendance, all 
to the Mother of Ше Center in support 


pants. 


ing enthusiasts. And as the hands-on work- 
proceeds of the event were likewise turned over 
of the institution's evangelization programs and 


activities. Shown is Johnlu Koa (center) with the “Let's Make Dough’ workshop partici- 


‘Smooth Sensations’ 


at the Makati 


IT WAS a night of beauty, fashion, and 
smooth, flawless skin at the Makati Shangri- 
La Hotel last Wednesday, Nov. 17 when Veet, 
the international hair removal expert, held 
the formal presentation of its Top 8 Model 
Search finalists аг the posh Rizal Ballroom A. 

Titled “Smooth Sensations’, the event 
started around 6 p.m., with cocktails and a 
short talk from Veet’s charming cluster mar- 
keting director Tomas Tarcala, who intro- 
duced the produet and explained how and 
why they saw a market in an Asian country 
such as the Philippines. 

‘Commercial model and TV host Marc Nel- 
son hosted the exciting event, as the eight fi- 
nalists, Jessica Javellana, Christine Co, Au- 
drey Ching, Kathy Leviste, Melissa Cru 
Hazel Aguilar, Kelly Ilusorio, and Love Cru: 
got the chance to strut their stuff on the ramp. 
vvia a fashion show directed by Cata Figueroa 
and styled by Millet Arzaga. The fashion show 
featured the different lifestyles of the women 
of today and showcased how Veet easily 
caters to each woman's lifestyle, from the ca- 
reer-driven ones down to the busy homemak- 


NESTLÉ FOODSERVICES, PAL ATTEND STRATEGIC SUPPLIERS FORUM 


Nestlé FoodServices recently presented its wide product range as wel! as Its comprehen- 
sive systems and training support services to Philippine Airlines (PAL). The event was at- 
tended by Brad Santiago of Nestlé FoodServices, Bakeshop, Catering, and Convenience 


More PEP 


on pages B13, H7, 


H8, and B2-6 


channel business head (4th from right) 


(center) and other PAL executives. 


Shang 


ers and future teen queens. 

Out of the top 8, the one who best embod- 
ies the image of a Veet woman-smart, confi- 
dent, and ready for life-will be chosen as the 
Veet Model Search winner and will receive ап 
exclusive modeling contract from Elan Mod- 
els International (Philippines), Р50,000 cash 
and a one-year supply of Veer products. 

Readers of Cosmopolitan Magazine will al- 
so have a chance to participate in an online 
promo wherein they can guess which among, 
the lovely candidates will get the most covet- 
ed prize. By simply logging on to wwvecosmo- 
magazine.com/veet from now until Dec. 31, 
readers can view the candidates’ profiles and 
guess the winner. The first 50 to guess correct- 
ly will win Veet gift packs. 

‘Truly a night to remember, the event surely 
raised the modern Filipina's awareness on 
their frisky follicle problems, because Veet 
made sure there isa solution. Those who were 
at the event were even lucky enough to go 
home with their very own Veet freebies so 

hey could try Veer's Hair Depilatory products 
themselves. 


„ Francis Dy (2nd from lelt) and chef Toby 


Libarnes of Nestlé FoodServices (3rd from left), new PAL executive спе! lan MacKenzie 


PMA conducts special entrance exam 


THE PHILIPPINE Miltary Academy (PMA) is once 
again calling ай inteligent and able-bodied Filipino 
youth to grab the opportunity to have a noble pro- 
Tession, and a well-rounded college education at 
по cost, receive pay and allowances while studying 
in PMA, and the rare privilege to serve their Moth- 
erland. Philippine Miltary Academy applicants 
‘who (ав to take the recently conducted entrance 
exam last Sep. 5 and ail other interested and quali- 


fied youth can take the special entrance exam Dec. 
29in 19 testing centers nationwide. Interested ap- 
plicants may proceed to the designated testing 
center a week before Dec. 29 to fill up necessary 
documents and undergo the limited physical exam 
(LPE). Applicants must bring with them the follow- 
ing on the examination day: а valid ID with photo, 
two pieces 2x2 ID photographs, 2 dark pencils, 
balipen, eraser, and sharpener. 


Cravings 
in West 
Avenue 


THE SALAD Capital (Cravings endless help- 
ing of soups and salads), which recently 
marked its 16th year in the industry, opens 
another franchise outlet. The grant has beer 
given to a young Filipino-Chinese business- 
man who, ever since, has been a "Cravings ' 
aficionado” for its classic food and delectable 
desserts. Johnson Ng will be inaugurating his * 
very own Cravings Restaurant and Bakeshop 
January of next year at the ground floor and 
mezzanine level of the Fortune Promenade 
Building, West Avenue, Quezon City. 

Cravings West Avenue branch seats 150 
persons with al fresco dining, has ample park- 
ing space, and is an ideal venue for functions 
such as corporate meetings and social gather- 
ings. 

With a strategic location near SM City 
North Edsa, residential communities and var» - 
ious institutions in bustling West Avenue, the : 
new franchise is envisioned to be another suc- < 
cess for The Cravings Group. 

For inquiries, call trunkline 426-6681 local © 
104/118, or direct line 426-4838. Come and 
visit its other outlers at Katipunan Avenue, 
Tomas Morato, Shangri-la Edsa Plaza Mall, 
Robinson's Galleria, Metrowalk, Ortigas, 
Robinson's Place Ermita, Fraser Place Ser- 
viced Residence, and Festival Mall. 
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Kodak Digital 
prints in 12 secs 


RECALL the time when you had to wait for 
days to have your pictures developed? 
How about when we all got excited when 
Kodak introduced the one-hour develop- 
ing system? 

Kodak did not 

Stop at that, 

Now it is in- 

troducing its 

latest product 

that сап de- 

velop pictures 

in less than 12 

seconds! 

The new 
Kodak Picrure 
Maker is Ko- 
дак latest in- 
novation їп 
digital photo 
developing. It 
isthe first self- 
service kiosk 
that processes 
your digital 
files as fast as 
11.2 seconds per print, letting you print 
and share pictures in your mobile phones 
or digital cameras faster without having to 
go back to pick up your pictures after an 
hour, 

Also, because the Kodak Picture Maker 
is consumer-friendly, it allows you to pro- 
cess your pictures on your own, no longer 
leaving your files to the care of the Kodak 
staff, Equipped with a touch screen inter- 
face, the Kodak kiosk works like a regular 
ATM machine, The step-by-step process is 
displayed on screen as a guide through the 
whole interface, It's as easy as preview 
and select until you have your printed dig- 
ital images. 

The Kodak Picture Maker can manage 
files from various digital sources from 
memory cards, CDs, and diskettes or pic- 
tures from infrared and bluetooth-en- 
abled mobile phones. Furthermore, the 
Kodak Picture Maker can also burn digital 
images to the Kodak Picture CD, 
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MI founder Gardner 


coming to 


WORLD-renowned American cognitive psy- 
chologist Dr. Howard Gardner is coming to 
Manila to give a lecture about how to raise 
smart children to meet the challenges of the 
2ist century 

Gardner will speak before thousands of ed- 
ucators and parents from the Philippines and 
neighboring Asian countries during the First 
Philippine Multiple Intelligence Convention 
at the Manila Hotel on Feb. 11 and 12, 2005. 
‘The Harvard University-educated Gardiner is 
the main proponent of the Multiple Intelli 
gence (MI) Theory, which has revolutionized 
the intellectual education landscape in the 
United States and also in the Philippines. 

MI veers away from the traditional way of 
gauging brainpower by rote memorization. It 
is an out-of-the-box leaning process where 
each child is considered competent in his or 
her own preferred way of expression. Gard- 
ner has authored more than 20 books and 
hundreds of articles about the topic. 


Manila 


The convention, titled “Changing Minds: 
Teaching and Parenting for the 21st Century" 
is a landmark event of the Multiple Intelli- 
gence International School Foundation Inc, 
the company behind such revolutionary 
schools as Child's Place and MI Intemational 
School. These are the first ever schools in the 
country to fully adopt the Multiple Intelligence 
(MI) framework advocated by Gardner. 

Joy Canon-Abaquin, founder and direc- 
tress of the Multiple Intelligence Internation- 
al School Foundation Inc, said the event will 
be attended by some 2,000 teachers, school 
administrators, parents and psychologists 
from the Philippines and neighboring Asian 
countries, He will also separately address the 
business community in a luncheon meeting 
with the country’s business lea 

Abaquin said this may be the first and only 
time Gardner will be in Manila. For inquiries, 
Call 433-4948 or 433-4949, or e-mail ad- 
min@mi-childsplace.com.ph. 


British Chamber of Commerce 
lauds SC’s rule on Mining Act 


‘THE BRITISH Chamber of Commerce of the 
Philippines welcomes the Supreme Court's 
decision that the Philippine Mining Act RA 
No. 7942 is constitutional. Geoffrey Short 
OBE, chair of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce of the Philippines pointed that a 
great deal of positive discussion and de- 
bate has taken place over recent months 
between all interested groups and the for- 
eign business community. This decision 
now paves the way for the Philippines to at- 
tract quality mining and natural resources. 
projects within a stable fiscal environ- 


ment. 

"Well planned projects that show due re- 
gard to the environment will bring good qual- 
ity sustainable employment to provincial ar- 
eas and much needed inward investment to 
the country. Large-scale projects will bring to- 
gether the best local and international exper- 
tise available for the wider benefit of the 
Philippines and its people. This decision is yet 
another statement that the Philippines is 
open for business and that foreign investors 
can develop their businesses with confi- 
dence," Short ended. 


PASCUAL LABORATORIES PROMOTES POTENCEE 


Inline with its campaign to promote “total protection against the colds and flu 
specially among daily commuters and those 
who are always out in the streets, Pascual Laboratories Inc (PLI) recently do~ 
nated raincoats for traffic enforcers of the Metro Manila Development Author- 
ity (MMDA). Potencee is the Vitamin C brand of PLI-consumer healthcare di- 
vision and comes in tablets of 500mg preparation (candy-coated and sugar- 


virus during the rainy season 


Claire N. Carlos, sales and marketing manager of PLI-consumer healthcare. 
division, Roberto V. Bautista, PLI business director for pharma and consumer 
healthcare divisions, MMDA deputy chair Cesar S. Lacuna, Manuel J Salazar, 
PLI president and chief operating officer, MMDA Chair Bayani F Fernando, 
MMDA traffic enforcers, MMDA general manager Robert C. Nacianceno, and 
PSSuperintendent Philmore Europa Balmaceda, group director of the Traffic 
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EWB INAUGURATES ANGELES PBC 

East West Bank, now on its 10th year of growth and stability, re- 
cently opened another personalized banking center (PBC) in 
Central Luzon with the formal inauguration of its Angeles PBC. 
The Angeles PBC is the 2nd branch opened in Central Luzon, 
‘making it the 49th EWB branch. The first branch established in 
Central Luzon was the San Fernando, Pampanga branch in 
March 2002. The Angeles branch is located at 2014 Sto. Rosario 
‘Street under the supervision of branch manager Hermes 0, 


Mayrina. EWB, armed with its vision to be the best full-service 
‘commercial bank in terms of profitabilty and efficiency, seeks to 
increase йв total branch network to 77 PBCs by next year and to 
300 PBCS within the next five years. Shown during the Angeles 
PBC launch were Peter Sheehan Reyes, roving teller, Kamilla 
Simpauco, sales associate, Magdalene Rose Ayson, new ac- 
counts, Teody Suarez, EVP. EWB, Mayrina, Simonette Cuyugan, 
service support, and Annalyn Salas, administrative assistant. 


Bialetti Caffe opens 
new Makati outlet 


6783 Ayala Avenue (beside Insular 


HERES great news for all coffee 
lovers in Makati City's progressive 
business district. 

With the opening of the country's 
newest addition to the growing cof- 
fee fad-Bialetti Caffe, Makatis 
young professionals will get the 
treat of their lives when they get to 
taste the world’s leading Arabica 
coffee at the 7th floor of the Food 
Plaza, Robinsons Summit Center, 


Life Building), Makati City. 


Bialetti Caffe will provide its fa- 
mous specialty Italian concoction of 
hot and cold coffee drinks and bev- 
erages, cold crepes and baked prod- 
ucts for breakfast, lunch and dinner 
plus a 24-hour free-delivery basis, 
to leading firms and individual 
groups in the area that include call 
centers, gym fitness-enthusiasts, 


building tenants, and computer stu- 
dents, among others. 

Shirly Limqueco-Chua, Bidletis 
proprietress, said that the specialty 
coffee firm will also open another out- 
Jet at the SM Food Court I, in SM City 
Manila, and welcomes great franchis- 
ing opportunites for interested indi- 
viduals and corporate entities. Free in- 
fo/data may be accessed via the e-mail 
bialew_coffee@yahoo.com, 


` 2nd Philippine school 
administrators confab set 


THE SCHOOL Administrators 
Circle of the Philippines, in co- 
operation with the Asian Psy- 
chological Services and Ass 

ment Corp (Apsa), will hold its 
2nd Annual Convention on Jan. 
27 and 28, 2005 at the Traders 
Hotel, Roxas Boulevard, Pasay 


City. 


With the theme “Attaining 
Quality for Survival", the conven- 
tion focuses on helping school ad- 
ministrators cope with the рге 

ing problems in school adminis- 


tration amidst crisis. 


“Total 


“Topics to be discussed are “Di- 
rections in the Philippine Econo- 
my-Implications for Education", 
Quality Management", 


free variants) and drops/syrup in 100mg per Sml. Shown, from left, are Marie 


TRINITY IN TOP 5 

Trinity College of Quezon City 
president Dr. Josefina Swerte- 
Sumaya (lett) receives a plaque of 
recognition from Professional 
Regulation Commission (РВС) 
chair Antonietta Fortuna-lbe after 


Trinity-St. Luke's College of Nurs- 
ing landed th in the recently co 
cluded Nursing Licensure Exami- 
nations. Also shown is Philippine 
Nurses Association president Ruth 
Padilla. 


Enforcement Group of the Philippine National Police. 


“Achieving Financial Viability: 
the Balanced Scorecard", "Effec-. 
tive Strategies for Promoting Ed- 
ucational Institutions", "Opera- 
tional Strategies to Manage and 
Handle Collectibles" and "Under- 
standing Regulatory Issues: Im. 
„plications to Schools.” 

Bro. Andrew Gonzales FSC will 
keynote the convention. Other 
speakers are Dr. Benito Tee- 
hankee, Dr. Caesar Mansibang, 
lawyer Jocelyn Cruz and engi., 
neer Marl Ferenal. 

For more details, call Apsa at 
525-7238, 525-7277 or 525- 
7336 and look for Ciel, Teng, 
Neue ог Соу, or email ap- 
sal 688@pldtdsl.net 


Big tricycle group to use coco-based 2T oil - 


CONCERNED about the rising cost of 
petroleum products and the worsening air 
quality in the cities, the Aktibong Alyansa Ng 
‘Tricycle Operators & Drivers Associations sa 
Pilipinas ог AANgTodaPil, an alliance of ma- 
Jor tricycle federations in the country, has en- 
tered into a formal agreement with an oleo- 
chemical company for the use of a locally pro- 
duced coconut methyl ester (CME) lubricant. 

Ina formal ceremony held recently in Que- 
zon City, the national officers and National 
Capital Region chapter officials of the AANg- 
TodaPil signed a memorandum of agreement 
with top executives of Senbel Fine Chemicals 
Inc and PhilTrak Inc for the sale and distribu- 
tion of the CME-based Estrol 2T lubricant to 
AANgTodaPil members all over the country. 
The arrangement not only ensures the use of 
coco-based 2T oil for the fuel-oil mixture re- 
quirement of AANgTodaPil members but also 
livelihood opportunities and added source of 
income for the tricycle group. 


Senbel Fine Chemicals Inc is the exclusive 
manufacturer of the CME formulated Estrol 
ZT ой and a leading oleochemical producer in 
the Philippines. It operates a plant in Lucena 
City. PhilTrak Inc is Senbel's national distribu- 
tor for its CME products. 

According to Senbel Fine Chemicals Inc 
vice president Segundo Santos, most of the 
lubricant available in the market today for 2- 
stroke engines commonly fitted on tricycles 
are mineral-based and have been found to 
produce emissions Which can affect air quali- 
ty and cause respiratory diseases. 

“Our product meets the mandate set by RA 
8749 or the Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999 
and conforms to the directives of the govern- 
ment on the use of CME products. On top of 
this, we are also here to provide livelihood op- 
portunities to this tricycle group through the 
use of our Estrol product, " Santos said. 

For his part, Phillrak Inc chair Francis 
Yuseco Jr said the partnership with AANgTo- 


dapil also provides members of the associ 
tion with a means to cope with the high cost” 
of fuel by improving fuel consumption and 
engine performance of their vehicles 

‘The Estrol agreement is the first major un- 
dertaking of the AANgTodaPil leadership af- 
terholding a general election for its new set of 
national officers. Pablo Cantoria Jr now heads, 
AANgTodaPil as its national president. He is 
concurrently the president of the Federation, 
of Pasig City Tricycle Operators and Drivers 
Associations, which has over 14,000 mem-. 
bers and 9,500 units. Norman Tandoc is 
AANgTodaPil's national adviser. Tandoc is al- 
so the secretary general of the Publishers and 
Editors League of the Philippines and NCR di- 
rector of the Federation of Provincial Press 
Clubs of the Philippines. 

‘AANgTodaPil is set to hold its formal oath- 
taking rites on Dee. 18. Representatives from 
the government, business, media and other 
sectors are expected to attend the event, 


Canada pledges support 
to typhoon victims 


THE GOVERNMENT of Canada 
has announced that it will pro- 
vide humanitarian assistance to 
victims of typhoons Winnie and 
Yoyong, which ravaged several 
provinces across the Philippines 
last week. 

Through the Canadian Inter- 
national Development Agency 
(Cida), Canada has pledged an 
initial CAD$250,000 (about 
P12 million) in assistance to 
victims of the typhoons. Funds 
will be channeled through in- 
ternational aid organizations 
such as the International Feder- 
ation of the Red Cross and 
World Vision, and used to pro- 
vide essential relief items to 
3,000 households in Quezon 
and Aurora provinces. In addi- 
tion, Cida has just approved 
funding requesis for disaster 
relief and rebuilding initiatives 
through its local Canada Fund 
for Local Initiatives. More than 


More PEP 


HERE'S a chocolate spread that will surely 


P4 million will be released to 
the Infanta Integrated Develop- 
ment Assistance Inc in Quezon 
and che Central Luzon Center 
for Emergency Aid and Rehabil- 
itation in Nueva Ecija, 

Canadian Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Pierre Pettigrew earlier ex- 
pressed deep sadness over re- 
ports that landslides and flash 
floods in the eastern Philippines- 
have claimed hundreds of lives. 

"Canadians are shocked by the 
tragic loss of life and the enor- 
mous damage and suffering that 
have been wreaked by these- 
events," said Pettigrew. "We ex- 
tend our deepest sympathies to 
the people of the Philippines in 
this time of sorrow. Canada 
shares a close bond of friendship 
with the Philippines. All Canadi- 
ans, including those of Philippine 
origin, are deeply saddened by 
the news of these natural disas- 
ters.” 


add a jolly mood to the common Filipino 
breakfast experience. Jolly Spreads gives 
you the natural taste of premium quality 
hazelnuts mixed with milk chocolate for 
that velvety smooth, melted chocolate-like 
texture that simply dissolves in your mouth. 

Jolly Spreads is more affordable but with 
the same lip-smacking, chocolaty goodness 
of other popular brands. Perfect on bread, 
toasts and pancakes, it offers a good alterna- 
tive to typical Filipino breakfast. Or, smooth 
it on breadsticks or crackers for a delicious, 
on-the-go snack. A glass of milk or juice is all 
it takes to complete this yummy treat. 

Jolly Spreads offers three exciting vari- 
ants to satisfy event the most discriminating 
chocoholies: Choco, Duo, and Swirl-blends 
that will definitely send your taste buds into 
chocolate heaven. 

Imported from the world’s chocolate cap- 
ital, Belgium, the spread comes in the 400g 
jar, with а tamper-evident seal to retain 
freshness. Jolly Spreads is available at all 
leading supermarkets. 
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‘SKIN DISEASES 
COMPLETE LABORATORY 
No, 8 Purdue St, Cubao, 
QC back of 
‘Stella Maris College 
‘OPEN B AM to 6PM. 
MON. to SAT. 
Tel. 4392706 19130474 
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YOUR DREAM pied > 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CONDO? 
A GOOD VIEW OF MAKATI а ORTIGAS? 
FIRST CLASS, LUXURIOUS & SECURED? 


1 Penthouse Deluxe unit for sale 
Valencia Hills Tower D (21st floor) 
New Manila, Quezon City area 

170 sq.m. 3 BR with Parking Space 
Brand New Unit. Terms ok 


For interested party: 
Call 912-0823 Melissa 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays 


1.1M C5 Nr The Fort 
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PRIME LOCATION 
TAGAYTAY 
National Hi-way Two (2) Vacant 
Adjacent Lots 198811 17608 sqm. 
Frontage 101/415 М. йел. (Comm, 


Tes. 818-2781 1751-5472 
Cell no. 0819-6745430 


(1) Office/Residential 
Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


аһа Sth Firs. wf Attic, 
'U-4/5-3 Sunshine Cond. 
9633 Kamagong St. SA Village, 
Makali Сау 
Floor area of 111.60 square meters 
For Inquiries contact: 
Rey Jaucian - 8940012-13 
Mobile No. 09193580236/ 
Е-тай: jaucian@pana.com.ph 


Brokers are Welcome! 
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Be the BOSS! And EARN BIG! 
Start your own Soya Product Making Factory NOW! 
Produce HIGH QUALITY and Healthy 
Tofu * Soya Milk * Taho * Tokwa 


= All Automatic Machines (Fast Production) 
= Complete Facility for 800T pesos onlyl! 
— Needs 50 sq.m. space & 2 workers only 


For interested party: Call 9120823 Look for Melissa. 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


BUILDING FOR RENT 


2nd & 3rd Floors: Cor. B. Serrano 
Jacinto St. EDSA (near MCU Hospital) 
Floor Area 1000 sq.m. Ideal for 
Call Center, Garments, Factory, 
Computer, Nursing School 
Tel. 711-1772; Cel. No. 0917-8119104 
Mr. E. Rodriguez 
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RUSH SALE 
Condo Unit 


Cityland Condominium 10 Tower 1 
Unit 2414, 20th Floor 
6815 Ayala Avenue 
Makati City 


Floor Area = 65.56 square meters 


Please call or text Ms. Jojo Punsal 
0917-8332722 
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Zoila Tan Go 


Mrs. Zoila Tan Go passed away on the uth of 
December, 2004 at 10:50am at the Makati 
Medical Center. 


She was born on the 25th of June 1925, 
enjoying a long life of 79 years. 


Her husband James, son David and daugliter-in-law Ramona; 
including grandchildren Constantin James, margaret Jane 
and Jenifer Jade were by her side when she passed away. 


Her Body now lies at the Premier Chapel of the Mortuary and 
Crematory at the Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio Taguig. 
Cremation will take place on the 15th of December 2004, 
Wednesday, at 10:00am at the Heritage Park Crematorium. 


“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?" 


[E 


Psalm 27:1 


Leonora Ong Co 


now peacefully rests in the infinite Grace and goodness 
of the Lord on the 11th of December 2004 
at the age of 84. 


She will be greatly missed by her children Antonio and Elisa, 
Benjamin, Cecilio and Nette, Leila and Ben, Magdalena and 
Edward, and Norma; and her grandchildren Paul Anthony, Aison 
Benedict, Christopher John, Alvin Brian, Anna Lea, Michael 
Chester, Aileen Bernadette, Edric, Kelvin, Necille, Lorenz 
Albert, Freya, Ena and Anelisa, Her family request the faithful to 
pray for the eternal repose of her soul. In lieu of flowers, donations 
to her favorite charities would be highly appreciated. 


Her remains lie in state at Good Shepherd Memorial Park in 
Dolores, City of San Fernando, Pampanga. There will be a 9:00 
a.m. Mass on Wednesday, December 15, 2004 at the San Fernando 
Metropolitan Cathedral followed by her interment at the Chinese 
Cemetery in San Jose, City of San Fernando, Pampanga. 
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NOTICE OF LOSS 


Ше is hereby given of he oss ol the folowing 
PLDT Stocks Certificates in йе names of he 
folowing personsleniiss as in 1) Jesus 
V.Tibeyar: (0000090851 - 200 shares) 
(0000101458 - 100 shares) (0000101 

Shares), (0000028950 - 180 shares and 

(0000131139 - 180 shares}; 0000129639:2) Рату 
B. Tibayan- 350 shares, 3) Tbayan Mgt. Group ind 
Holdings (0000140600 -350 shares) end 
(0000149849 -350 shares) 4) TG Assat 
Management Corp. (0009131277 - 200 shares) 
(0000153515 -200 shares) (0000110212 -200 
Shares]; (0000110213 -200 shares) and 

{000110214 -200 shares}: 5) Global Progress Mgt. 
‘and Trading - (0000142606) - 200 shares and 
(0000006118 -200 shares); 6) Malcor Holdings. 
Corp. (0000048436 - 200 shares), (0000048910 - 
200 shares}, and (0000048911 -200 shares); 7) 
Diamond Star Management (00000157102 - 200 
shares]: 8) MSI Foreign Exchange - (0000160371 - 
200 shares; 9) Las Piñas Construction 
(0000045710 -200 shares); 10. Samson P. Martinez. 
(РО00020464 -50 shares, (PO00038226 -15. 
Shares), (PMOQOO14488 - 15 shares), (0000096863 
-60 shares) and (0000224548 - 180 shares) 11. 
Lborio E. Бао (0000002862 - 180 shares): 12. 
Wifrdo Vilshermosa (PMO0040797 - 50 shares), 
(PMOQOA1412. SO shares) (0000048031 - 160 
Shares) and (Sw0000209373 - 180 shares) 13. 
Roemel Mamuric (0000039659 - 170 shares}: 14. 
Florencio L. Naguit (0000011455 - 130 shares) 
(0000025902 - 180 shares), 0000003575- 350 
shares) (0000009577 - 350 shares) 0000038384 - 
180 shares and (000099457 - (180 shares) Iino 
contest received new corticale wil be issued 
po-o апаю 


Restaurant Business 
for Sale 


Fully Furnished within Intramuros 


Rz. 
Near Letran, Lyceum, PLM, and Mapua 


Excellent Business E 
Opportunity For inquiries, please call E 
ortext 
Gerardo Cornejo 0918-9351615 


Rush Sale 
only P42000.- ! 


HP Pavilion N5270 Notebook 
(used last 1 left) 


Included Is a Samsonite full leather bag All 
software Is Included al cables are Included, 
everything works great 
E Everything Is in the case. 
Specifications: Processor: 700MHz Intel 
Pontium 3 
Memory: 256MB RAM 
Hard drive: 2028 enhancad-IDE Optical 
drive: 8x DVD.CD Display 
15-inch SXGA+ TFT (1024 x 768) 
Network: Integrated 10/1008ASE-T Елате! 
LAN (RJ-45 connector) 
DVD/CD Combination: 8X DVD-ROM and 
24X CD 20G Hard Driva, 258MB Memory 
upgradeable 


Pls. call 9264777 or 0919-2142401 
look for Joan 


4 Celebrate New Yearithe. safest way... 


ELECTRIC IRE CRACKER 


£ 


е VERY LOUD SOUND 

э SOUNDS LIKE JUDAS BELT 
э REUSABLE 

© HARMLESS AND ODORLESS 


Ë 
Simply plug in 110/220v 


power outlet 


PRTA, 
HOLESALE ORDERS ARE ШЛУ | 


4 
ах 0916-5555905 no 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 
Dillman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
 NPC-MMSD 2004-022 
The Bids and Awards Committee (ВАС-ММ8О of NPC Invites interested bidders to-applyJor 
eligibilly and to bid for the folowing requirements. 
Schedule _ DolaTime & Tem Description 
Place of Bidding 5 
Г den 11,2005 
‘OAM 
Kañao Room 


PR NoZinquiry No. ABC 


Operation Materiais lor Orantal 
Mindoro Substation 


E] 
(pea 


368730020 


Mechanical Pars for Marinawa PB040831-MMAD1480 
DPP "CKD" (P52) 

Mechanical Pats for Palanan PBOSQII-MMSB2SIG 
DPP Рой" 

Mechanical Spare Parts for 
Masbate DPP "MANB KW" 


175741830 
241510000 


PBUSOTIMMAD230 —— 358500000 


Mechanical Pants for Casiguran 
DPP MAN” 

м Turbocharger, IHi for PB120 
Vi Jen.12.2005 Вела for Moble and Diesel Fred 
200РМ Genecalig Unis ior Pulang-iupa 

KañaoRoom OPP 

NOTE: A Pre-bidding Conference will be held for the following bidding schedules: 

Schedule. Date Time Place. 


Schedule I-VI Dac. 27, 2004 ZO0PM  — Kañao Function Room 
‘Schedule Vil Doc. 21, 2004. 10:00AM —  Paniyas Function Ноот 

Complete sets of Application Form for Eligbiliy and Bid Documents may be obtained from the 
Materials Management Services Division, Materials Management Dept., of NPC, Diliman, Quezon 
City with Tel. No. 9245357/9245477 upon payment of non-refundable fee o! PHP500.00 per schedule 
starting on December 13, 2004, from 8:30 to 11:80 A.M. only. No bid documents wil be issued 3 days. 
betore the data of bidding. 

Bids will be received at the assigned Bidding Room, MMSD, ММО, NPC, Diliman, Quezon City on 
the dete and time specified above after which Eligibility Requirements and Bid Proposals will be 
‘opened in the presence ol attending bidders. Certificate of Registration issued by PSD/MMSD will be 
honored provided that the Certification Is stil valid. 

Prospective Bidders shall sinl conformance to bidding terms and conditions as required and 
shall ensure the same through proper submission/execution in accordance with the IRR of Republic 
Aci No. 9184. 

The Bidder shall furnish as part of his/her bid, a bid securi In the amount equlvalent to a percentage. 
‘of the approved budget for the contract to be bid In the form of Cash, Manager's/Ceshlar's Check, 
lrrevocasie Letter of Credit - One Percent (1%), Bank Guarantee ~ One and a half percent (1.5%). 
Surely Bond = Two and a half percent (2.5%, penal and callable on demand issued by a Surely or 
insurance Company accrediied by the Office of the Insurance Commission, 

NPC reserves the right to reject any or ай bids at any time prior to award of contract, маме any 
elects therein, and accept the offer most advantageous to the Corporation, without thereby incurring 
апу of tha following: a) labily whalscever to ollset expenses or losses the bidder may incur in the 
preparation of the bids end b) obligation to Inform the affected bidder or bidders of the grounds for the 
basis of the BAC's action. 


PBOSOIMMSB2SIG 12503500 


200000000 
622200000 


PBOSOLTI-MMSB2SIS 
 PBOSOITZ-MMVBOS2O 


(5з) LORENZO S. MARCELO 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committe 
MMSD-NPC 
[EDI Dnem пала зом 


www.henrybutcher.com 


Billiard Table Manufacturing Machinery; 
Billiard Table Components; Etc, 


ОМ: Thursday, 16 December 2004 - 16:30am 


MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT - (3) WOO SEONG 19mm Bench Dis 
WOO SEONG | 3mm Bench Drik: Si Spindle Рей, Заре Осоје Pjwood 
Table Saw (3) Angle Sans; SAMHO Paner, TwelvelNine Spindle Boring 
Machines; SAMSUNG Eg Spindle Sde Borer, Pocket Borng Machnes; 
Surface Router, CHANG WONG Auto Former, Manual Former, H-Bender 
боегу Machines: DONG BANG DBM 207 Auto Sha Molder, 
HANSHINIKYONG WON/HANYANG Receiver Mounted Air Compressors; 
Turbo Fan Dust Collecting System 
BILLIARD TABLE COMPONENTS - Complete Dismanted Billard Tables; 
Сое Balis, Cshons, Rais, e, 
Viewing; Wednesday, I5 December 2004 - Sam-5pm & morning of sale day 
Refundable Deposit: Php20.000 (upon registration) 


By Leo Magno 


AS more applications are used by enterprises 
and more data is generated, information tech- 
nology users are seeing a mixture of disparate. 
data sets that cannot be integrated with one 
another especially when a set of information 
becomes old. Information should thus be con- 
sidered a corporate asset, along with manage- 
‘ment, labor and capital. 

This was the message delivered by Oracle 
Corp. president Charles Phillips at the annual 
Oracle World conference held in San Francis- 
co last week. To stress the point, Oracle for the 
first time held its technology conference to- 
gether with its applications conference to 
highlight the importance of integration. 


Textus your feedback: inquirer tt name/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Users urged: Fix your data, place them in data hub 


“Our entire strategy now revolves around 
the word ‘information,” said Phillips as Ora- 
dle unveiled a new tagline by calling itself 
"The Information Company." 

Phillips said the industry has reached a 
point where "information age applications" 
are needed because of the multitude of sepa- 
rate data silos being generated by users. Infor- 
mation age applications, he said, provide data 
that is timely, complete, global and consistent. 

"Five years ago we thought of rebuilding 
the data model and build applications around 
a data hub so that all your data would be con- 
sistent,” said Phillips. 

‘The hub would then act as a single reposito- 
ту of data that feeds live information to other 
applications and legacy systems in real-time. 


ELLISON 


Since the data is continuously synchronized, 
companies would then have timely informa- 
tion needed to make good business decisions. 
The problem is often called the “master da- 
ta problem” which leads to a hodge-podge of 
applications їп a single enterprise and the 
problem of integrating all these disparate ap- 
plications which use different languages. 
‘These enterprise applications could be best- 
ofbreed software from different vendors, 
leading to a heterogeneous mix that requires 
different patterns of usage. Worse, they could 
be in-house developed payroll or customer re- 
lationship management software. You end up 
with a collection of “Frankenstein” applica- 
tions that need to be managed in your master 
data set, leading to an integration headache. 
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Oracle's master data set or data hub is 
called the Oracle Customer Data Hub. How- 
ever, itis not alone in singing the data integra- 
tion and data hub song. Oracle's chief rival, 
SAP AG, is also advocating the same architec- 
tural overhaul for the industry by pushing its 
own NetWeaver data hub. 

Both Oracle and SAP claim to be the first to 
propose to the industry a master repository to 
integrate disparate enterprise data. 

Yet there are others who can propose the 
same data hub in an effort to standardize in- 
formation processes. Siebel, BEA Systems and 
even Microsoft Corp. can come up with their 
own data hubs. What would happen then to 
data integration if a company ends up using 
not one but two or more data hubs which all 


claim to be standard? 
г “although you can buy other applications 
and place them in a data hub, ideally there 
should be only one data hub,” said Mark Gibbs, 
senior vice president for applications of Oracle's 
‘Asia Pacific Division. “This doesn’t preclude you 
from buying other applications but you have to 
keep all your data in one repository.” 

Gibbs said Oracle is tightly integrating its 
applications into the Oracle database and da- 
ta hub, although the hub itself can still accept, 
update and synchronize data from non-Ora- 
Че applications. 

The same message was given by Oracle CEO 
Larry Ellison. This time Ellison is not battling a 
competitor or an antitrust lawsuit. Ellison's 
newest foe is “information fragmentation. 

Ellison has been talking about the abolition 
of disparate data in islands of information for 
years, and earlier this year he shifted to high 
gear when he talked about information frag- 
mentation during a roadshow of the Oracle 
Customer Data Hub. This year at the Oracle 
World conference, tlie flamboyant leader of 
one of the world's biggest software companies 
sang the same tune albeit on a higher note. 

"АШ the information you need to make in- 
telligent business decisions should be stored 
in one place,” said Ellison. “A single global 
database might sound like Nirvana, but how 
do we get there?" 

Ellison seid it took five years for Oracle as a 
global company to consolidate its informa- 
tion, and Oracle at that is supposed to be the 
expert on such processes. 

"So it wasn't easy. But is there an easier way 
to get there? Afer a lot of thinking, Isaid y 
The answer is the data hub. The underlying 
information about a business is chopped up 
and placed in hundreds of databases around 
the world. What if I need to know how much 1 
spent yesterday or who is my best supplier or 
what is the status of my shipment? Is that in- 
formation available? The answer is ‘no.’ It’s 
notin one database.” 

“The data hub, said Ellison, would consolidate 
data and solve information fragmentation. 

Те data hub wasn't something we invent- 
ed. We sort of discovered it. The single most 
important application now is the data hub, 
and it’s the only way to get you to a single 
global instance. You need a 360-degree view 
of your customer” he said. 

То create such a hub that would provide 
businesses with a single global repository, a 
network that would scale and not break or 
bog down is needed, according to Ellison. 

“The only way I know how to build a system. 
that would scale that much and not break is to 
build your nenwork on top ofa grid,” said Ellison. 
“Don't use large computers, use clusters of low- 
cost computers that would scale horizontally" 

Ellison is referring to grid computing, 
where computers, storage and the applica- 
tions which reside on them are all intercon- 
nected to act as a coordinated pool of re- 
sources. Typically, grid networks use clusters 
of computers where new ones are added as 
demand increases, with the load going to the 
computing, storage or application resource 
that is most available. Whereas data used to 
reside centrally in mainframes or other bigger 
and “vertical” systems, today grid computing 
proposes the use of low-cost computers that 
share their load across the grid "horizontally." 

"This, said Ellison, would make the grid net- 
work more scalable as your data increases and 
users begin to consolidate information globally. 
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The center of a vibrant city lifestyle. 


Live where it blooms. 


ORIENTAL GARDENS 


ЖЫКСА UE 
The Executive Residential Condo 


now invites you to call its second tower home: 
г plush residential haven soon to blossom 
close to the heart of the Central Business District. 


"he Lotus 
TOWEL Rising 32 storeys above Makati, 
it features amenities unparalleled 
in comfort, security, and peace of mind. 


The harmony between design and lifestyle. 17320 
The fusion of comfort and affordability. swimming роо! 
Lotus Tower, at Oriental Gardens Makati 


your new home, transcending 


the dynamic, fast-paced 
tempo of the city 


LM 


1 NAME 
1 ADDRESS = 
1 CONTACT NO. 
1 SIGNATURE 
Where did you buy this copy? Please check 
ClemsadNewhoy Гагра 


For more information, 


call now at 830-0000 „~ 886-0000 


www.orientalgardens.com.ph 


A city Mestyl yout! 

coll your own. 
Promo Period: бер: 27- Dee. 4, 2004 

V. pescline of Entries: 

J Mohly Draws October (7 and Nov. 17, 2004 

] Stand Draw Dec. 14, 2004 

Draw Dates: 
J Monthly Draw: October 22 and Nox 22,2004 
J Grand Brave Dec 21,2004 
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OPPORTUNITY IN CRISIS В 
Innovation key to beating disruptive changes 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao Asia; and abrupt changes in gov- Ср manufacturer Intel, for 
ernment that tured off a lot of instance, is on a constant pursuit 
WEVE heard it often enough: investors. to make its microprocessors 
‘The only constantis change. ‘These all led to severe swingsin smaller and more powerful. 
"There are changes that are the global economy, from which Architectural innovations, on the 
welcomed with open arms, and many countries are still recovering other hand, refer to changes in tech- 
disruptive changes that corpora- from, including the Philippines. nology or process to change a com- 
tions would avoid fthey could. Changes within industries may ponent or element of the business, 
‘According to Jose Jesus Roces, not be as serious as these events, such asautomation of factories. 
a professor at the Asian Institute but Roces said that changes are oc- Discontinuous innovations, 
of Management and president of curring nonetheless, foremost of meanwhile, describe radical ad- 
the Asia Pacific Marketing Feder- which is the growing army of con- vances that may profoundly alter the 
ation, companies that are caught’ sumersthatwantmoreforless. basis for competition inan industry: 
unawares by these disruptive For Roces, innovarjon is the key One phenomenon is the launch 
changes will be left biting the to the survival of companies in to- of Viagra by pharmaceutical firm 
dust. days world, which is characterized Pfizer Inc. that spawned a new, 
Roces told participants of adis- bya fierce competitive environment competitive market for erectile 
cussion organized by consulting and the buying publics strong val- dysfunction drugs. 
firm Avanza Inc. that these dis- ue-for-money orientation. Roces said that companiesignore its old ways of doing things, a Another example was the Changes were introduced and 
ruptive changes are coming im "Tb compete, companies must these changes at their own peri, for more aggressive competitor en- Greenhills Shopping Center, the shopping center has since 
more frequently, with more disas- continually pursue many types of what works today will likely not tered the market and it became which largely kept to its own de- seen its revenues go up by double. 
trous results. innovation aimed at existing and work tomorrow, given the rapidly the Mercury Drug oftoday,a“cat- vices for decades, while other digits every year, for the past 
He cited events such as the new customers,” Roces said. changing business environment. egory killer.” according to the malls sprouted all over the threeyears. 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the Не classified innovations un- Сей was the example of a Philippine Retailers Association. metropolis. Roces said companies would 
United States that almost killed der three types. drug store chain that used to lord “There are opportunities be- Determined to reclaim its old do well to keep an eye on these 
the airline industry; the deadly Incremental innovations refer it over the local market. hind every crisis and successful position in the retail industry, the hidden opportunities. 
SARS epidemic that claimed lives tosmallimprovements inexisting But because it did not move companies found those and took Ortigas group installedanewman- ‘They are there, he said, even in 
and halted travel in Southeast products and services. along with the times and stuck to advantage of them," Rocessaid. agement team to run Greenhills. the bleakest of economic times. 


US retail 
sales 

below PHILAMLIFE 3 
target $^ ‚| 


NEW YORK—US re- 
tail sales in the cru- 
cial run-up to the 
Christmas holiday 
period have been 
disappointing so far, 
but that may be be- 
cause of consumers 
waiting until the last 
minute, an analyst 
report showed Fri- 
day. i 
Standard and 
Poors Equity Re- 
search said Novem- 
ber sales were 
“modestly disap- 
pointing, causing 
many retailers to in- 
crease promotional 
activity and some to 
lower earnings 
guidance.” Е = S 
Tie резом х Аппиа 
period is critical for | 
most retailers, and T 
many try to gera leg 3 / * 
се ncome 
with the kickoff of . 
the shopping season. rona, 
in the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, 
sometimes called 
Black Friday. 
“S and P's equity 
analysts — believe 
that, with December 
representing аз 
much as 50 to SS 
percent of fourth 
quarter sales for 
some retailers, the 
season is far from 
lost" the report 
said. 
"Early December 
results ... were en- 
couraging." 
S and P said that 
its analysis of recent 
years "suggests that 
о TA ж Pay only for 6 years and avail 
cent of business has yourself of an annual Income for as 


ret to b. A 
оч miM 38 long as you live. Plus, it also gives. 


percent occurring in you guaranteed life protection. ГА] 
the last two weeks н а 
of the year.” Ё " PESIBSTAA LEE 
eom NT. "Annus! Income based on sccuntéatéd dividends and interes rales current in effect. Dividends and Ө 
port pi interest on dindends ere not guaranteed and future values wil depend on future company expenenca. Are You Ready for Life? 
Jects sales growth 
overall of about 


A | C Mns ariun e 
three percent and Mhe priam Group of Companies offers yous f rango of nc servicos: Lis and Gener esame» Pipeny and Cast nero Hest Core Management ————— 
25 percent growth Реа Pins + Saungs Bank» Mutual Funds * Property Development + Cred Cards » Busnes Processing Semace  Bencossurance  Froncal Adwsory Servae, 
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THE BUSINESS landscape would be drastically altered, unless companies embrace changes and see 
opportunities in crises. 
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Maybank, One Of Asia's Best Banks њат: 


* Over $47 billion In group assets • One of the top 20 banks іп Asia 
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BANK robberies are not the most serious 
of our banks’ problems. Fraud, perpetu- 
ated with the help of some well-trained, 
well educated bank insiders, is the most 
pressing. 

But, bank robberies are very dramatic, 
‘They make for sensational media stories, 
And some members of our media are 
prone to sensationalize their stories to 
sell copy and increase media's audience 
to sell programs to advertisers. This kind 
of sensational reporting has a negative 
effect on our country’s international im- 
age. 

"The Asian Institute of Management 
Policy Center conducted a roundtable 
discussion on “Bank Robberies: Issues 
and Prevention” last Oct. 27. 

Bankers, including officals from the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, bank securi- 
ty officers, security agency representa- 
tives, representatives from the National 
Police and the National Bureau of Inves- 
tigation, as well as members of the 
academe, took part in the workshop. 

From January to September 2004, 
there have been 42 cases of bank rob- 
beries—up 135 percent yearon- 
year—13 of which happened in the Na- 
tional Capital Region. 

Just before the last elections, in less 
than nine months, armed robbers made 
off with at least P63 million from some 


LL BUSINESSMonday .. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Bank robberies and the national image 


26 local and foreign banks, reinforcing 
the perception that the robberies “were 
part of some political candidates’ elec- 
tion fund-raising activities.” 

The typical targets were banks that 
had no alarm systems, no vault time-de- 
lay devices and had inadequate security 
personnel who were inadequately 
armed, poorly trained and badly moti 
vated to do a good job. 

‘The lack of video monitoring devices 
in bank premises and the reluctance of 
witnesses to testify hamper the identifi- 
cation and arrest of suspects. This is a 
major continuing problem for law en- 
forcers. 

Wittingly or unwittingly the identities 
of potential witnesses are sometimes er- 
roneously published and/or aired. This 
sad occurrence will inevitably result in 
the crime perpetrators being able to get 
to witnesses and discourage them from 
identifying/testifying, at the risk of 
death. 

The experiences of members of the 
Bank Security Management Association. 
(BSMA) suggest that neither the number 
of guards nor the number and sophistica- 
tion of their weapons and support equip- 
ment deters the really determined rob- 
bers. 

‘And even when trained security per- 
sonnel with high-powered weapons are 


"^ MOVEMENTS 
Simon Paterno is MAP president for 2005 


SIMON "Mon" R. Paterno, managing director of Credit Suisse First Boston 
(Hong Kong) Ltd. Philippine branch, is the president of the Management As- 
sociation of the Philippines (MAP) for 2005. The MAP is a 54-year-old man- 
‘agement organization whose 750 members represent a cross-section of 
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Peebee Е Balicao 


present, they are reluctant to use these. 
because of the dangers posed on civil- 
ians, especially in highly populated ar- 
eas. 

This is also a major deterrent for the 
kind of “decisive use of armed interven- 
tion" many expect our police would exer- 
cise. 

The fact is, while we wish for our po- 
lice to be “Dirty Harrys,” if and when 
they do with arguably good results but 
with some damage to property and hu- 
man safety, we roundly criticize them. 
And the government cannot provide 
them the kind of legal support they will 
need if cases are filed against them. 

‘There is also some doubt about the ca- 
pacity of the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) to prevent or respond to bank rob- 
beries. The PNP is understaffed. It can- 
not assure consistent police visibility. 
‘The fact is that a number of our police of- 
ficers do not inspire trust and confi- 
dence. 


Quite a number have been linked to 
criminal activities. And compared to 
many of the more sophisticated gangs, 
the PNB on the whole, is clearly under- 
equipped and perhaps, not as well 
trained nor as deeply motivated. 

The Joint Anti-Bank Robbery Action 
Committee's (JABRAC) Project Bantay 
Bangko inspects bank security devises 
and regularly monitors the banks’ com- 
pliance with Bangko Sentral circulars. 

BSP officials admit their inability to in- 
spect all banks and their branches na- 
tionwide due to personnel and financial 
budget limitations. 

Also prominently mentioned was the 
need to review implementing rules and 
regulations regarding the pursuit of anti- 
robbery measures. In the October semi 
nar, there were a number of cases men- 
tioned where implementing rules con- 
ficted, negating the more effective pur- 
suit of measures against robberies. 

Effective information dissemination 
may prove to be a good countermeasure 
against bank robberies. Despite being 
understaffed and underequipped, the 
PNP can provide police visibility in sus- 
ceptible areas to deter bank robbers, The 
PNP can starta hotline for bank alarms. 

The participants gave several propos- 
als: 

1. Congress ought to make bank rob- 
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bery a no-bail offense; 

2. Licensing institutions must upgrade 
the requirements for obtaining security 
guard licenses; and 

3. Media must exercise greater pru- 
dence and discretion in what they choose 
to print, publish and circulate. 

Minimizing bank robberies, as with 
other eriminal activities prevalent in our 
country, will result not only from having 
well funded, well trained, well equipped 
and dedicated personne! with good legal 
‘support from a rationalized legal frame- 
work. 

Tt will also be the result of a responsi- 
ble media exercising prudent manage- 
ment of its facts and reporting ethics, 
Civic minded citizens who care for 
their community and nation should 
likewise be protected when they assist 
in catching perpetrators—even at some 
physical risk to them and their loved 
ones, 

(This article reflects the personal opin- 
don of the authors and does not reflect the 
official stand of the Management Associa- 
tion of the Philippines. Prof. Mario Anto- 
nio Lopez is professor of Asian Institute of 
Management and co-chair of the MAP 
Management Development Committee, 
Peebee Е Balicao is researcher at the AIM 
Policy Center Гей ш 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 


Helping develop world-class 


CEOs, COOs and other top management practitioners from the top local and 


multinational companies operating In the Philippines. MAP also has some 
top management educators and government officials as its members. 

Prior to joining CSFB in September 2004, Paterno was prasident/GEO of 
the Development Bank of the Philippines. Paterno spent 18 years with J.P. - 
Morgan & Co., with stints in New York and Hong Kong. He has worked on 
the most significant financing and M&A transactions in the Philippines since 


1990, including: 


‘© The Republic of the Philippines Brady debt restructuring (1991), debut 
US dollar issue (1992), the Philippine Brady Exchange (1995), debut euro is- 


sue (1996). 


© The mergers of Metrobani/Solidbank, Equitable/PCI Bank, 


BPICIlytrust, BPUFar East Bank; the acquisitions of Petron, Philippine Air- 


lines, La Tondefia and the food business of Procter & Gamble. 


ө Bond and equity financings for San Miguel, SM Prime, Ayala Corp., National Power Corp.. 


PNOG, PCI Bank, PNB. 


In 1997, he was named managing director of J.P. Morgan, with responsibility for coverage of Asian 
sovereign clients at the start of the Asian financial crisis. He led the protest teams that advised the In- 


doneslan Bank Restructuring Agency (Ibra) and its Malaysian counterpart, Danaharta. 


Paterno received his MBA from Stanford University and his AB honors Program in Economics, cum 
laude, from the Ateneo de Manila University. He is а 1999 TOYM awardee for investment banking. He 
has served on the board of the Bankers Association of the Philippines and as chair of LGU Guarantee 


Corp. 


Other officers of the MAP for 2005 are Evelyn R. Singson, president of eBusiness Services Inc., 
as vice president; Jaime Y. Ladao, president of Dun & Bradstreet Philippines Ino., as treasurer, 
and Cynthia R. Mamon, president and managing director of Sun Microsystems Philippines Inc., 


as secretary. 


The other members of the MAP board of governors аге Nieves R. Conte- 
sor, professor of Asian Institute of Management, Francisco C. Eizmendi Jr., 
president and CEO of Institute of Corporate Directors, Francisco H. Licuanan 
TII chair of Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority, Napoleon L. Nazareno, presi- 
dent of Smart and PLDT, and Peter L. Wallace, president of Wallace Business 


Forum. 


HSBC appoints new VP 


HSBC recently announced the appointment of Isidro C. Alcantara Jr. as senior 
Vice president and head of corporate and Institutional banking for its Philip- 
pine operations effective Jan. 10, 2005. Alcantara, who was president and 
chief executive officer of the Philippine Bank of Communications (PBComm) 
for four years since 2000, wili replace Andrew Tilke, who will be moving toa 
new posting in HSBC's regional headquarters in Hong Kong. 

A certified public accountant, Alcantara graduated magna cum laude from 
the De La Salle University with a double degree in AB Economics and BSC Ac- 
counting. He took MBA units at the University of the Philippines and special 
courses at the Wharton School of Finance. Alcantara has been part of the lo- 
‘cal banking Industry for close to 30 years, specializing in corporate banking. 
He was executive vice president and head of corporate banking for PCI Bank 


and Equitable PCI Bank for close to 15 years. 


As head of corporate and institutional banking for HSBC, Alcantara will maintain the bank's leading 
position in this area, serving a range of customers, from multinationals to large local companies, 25 
‘ell as other financial institutions. He wili also oversee the expansion of the commercial banking busl- 
ness as well as the continued Integration of cash management, trade services and debt finance in de- 


veloping customized solutions for this sector. 


EARLY in 2001, the Auditing Stan- 
dards and Practices Council (ASPC) 
‘embarked on one of its biggest pro- 
jects to date: the adoption of all inter- 
national auditing standards into local 
practice. The move was meant not 
only to broaden the scope of the exist 
ing auditing standards in the country, 
but also to help elevate Filipino Certi- 
fied Public Accountants (CPAs), par- 
ticularly those in public practice, to 
world-class level. 

Helping realize these goals are sea- 
soned CPAs and junior professional 
practitioners who facilitate the adop- 
tion of these standards in the chang- 
ing landscape of audit and account- 
ing in the country. 

Dally Duque is one such CPA. As 
partner-in-charge of the Technical 
Group at public accounting and advi- 
sory firm Punongbayan & Araullo 
(PRA), Duque is the recognized au- 
thority on accounting and auditing 
standards and, naturally, the primary 
resource person when questions or 
sues arise regarding the newly adopt- 
ed Philippine Standards on Auditing. 

It helps that this University of the 
East (UE) alumna was handpicked by 
P&A chairman & CEO Ben Punong- 
bayan, who also chairs the ASPC, to 
assist the Council in rolling out these. 
new standards. 

Duque explains, "As secretary of 
the Council, I handle the exposure of 
the new standards to the public for 
comments and, afterwards, organize 
and prepare the necessary informa- 
tion for the final adoption of the stan- 
dards.” 

То date, except for the newly re- 
leased pronouncements, the Council 
has adopted all the international au- 
diting standards, 

Duque's responsibilities in the AS- 
PC put her in the perfect position to 
provide accurate and timely guidance 
not only to the firm's clients, but to its 
practice staff as well. "Its part of my 


DALLY DUQUE: 


Filipino accountants 


i 


t's part of my job to ensure that the firm, including its 


dlients, complies with all the provisions and standards of accounting 


practice.” 


job to ensure that the firm, including 
its clients, complies with al the provi- 
sions and standards of accounting 
practice,” says Duque. "We are proac- 
tive about this as part of our profes- 
sional integrity.” 

‘This mother of two sons developed 
her pluck through years of closely 
studying and understanding the prac- 
tice of auditing, As an accounting ma- 
jor at UE, Duque was one of only 50 
students from her batch to make it to 
the schools first honors program 
dass. 

By the time she graduated magna 
cum laude, Duque was one of only 25 
who managed to retain their full 
scholarship under the program. 

Immediately after graduation, 
Duque joined a major auditing firm 
where she was assigned to the elite 
research division, an equivalent of 


P&/is Technical Group. From there, 
built on her knowledge ofthe practice 
by keeping a close eye on develop- 
ments in audit and accounting stan- 
dards. 

The years she spent in research, 
supplemented by actual audit prac- 
tice, provided Duque with the solid 
groundwork she needed to be P&AS 
"ethical compass,” a huge responsibil- 

that she takes on wholeheartedly 

“I enjoy my work," beams Duque. 
"I get to help clients resolve their 
problems and dispense helpful advice. 
то P&A staff, h's all very fulfilling." 
More than that, Duque is playing a 
big part in developing a new genera- 
tion of CPAs who meet the benchmark 
she established for herself: to have an 
unwavering and informed commit- 
ment to maintaining the global stan- 
dards oftheir practice. 
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JOSE Araullo, chair of Real Bank is a 66- 
year-old battle-tested warrior in the Бал 
ing industry, who is no stranger when it 
comes to turning things around. 

He is one of two founders of Punong- 
bayan & Araullo, one of the country's top 
auditing firms. 

In 1984, Araullo became the president of 
one of the country's biggest savings banks, 
which experienced a bank run that same 
year 

"What we did was to intensify collec- 
tions, agree to waive penalties, review 
terest rates, and run after delinquent bor- 
rowers. In no time, we became liquid. Ву 
1988, we were earning P5-P6 million a 
month from a negative position, " Araullo 
beamed proudly. 

So when he was asked to help manage. 
Real Bank, he accepted the challenge. 
Araullo asked and was granted a free hand. 
“I need to do things my way if I were to run 
Real Bank. Many banks encountered diffi 
‘culties because owners interfered.” 

When Araullo and his team composed of 
former top executives of banks, took over 
Real Bank, it was not without problems. 
"We took a second look on our deposit 
costs, reviewed our lending rates and insti- 
tuted organizational changes. Initially, 
there were some resistance but changes wi 
must do to achieve our goals. Now, Pm 
proud to say that we are very competitive in. 
terms of rates and service to the clients. 
And Ibelieve we are on the right path inim- 
proving our bank.” 


Formula for success 

The formula was simple: "Do what you're 
supposed to do. Improve continuously on 
your service. Exert extra effort in collection 
and be firm in your principles.” 

Araullo also led by example. He arrives 
before 8 a.m. when work starts at 8:30 a.m. 
He didn't ask for any incentives to let em- 
ployees know they are in difficult times. 

"The bank was struggling, so we need to 
sacrifice to put the bank in order. Now, em- 
ployees come early and leave late. We max 
mized resources; every bit of money we 
spend is spent wisely and properly account- 
ed for," he said. 

Employees are also given regular trai 
ing in all aspects of banking. “The manage- 
ment team won't be around forever so ju- 
nior managers should be prepared to take 
over. However, certain standards have to be 
met, and that they should keep up to their 
tasks," he adds. 


Short and long-term plans 

Strengthening the bank's capitalization, 
liquidity, and manpower are part of Araul- 
lo's plans, including an expansion in the 
Visayas and Mindanao areas in three years. 

“The banks niche is with the working 
class. We want to be known as the housing 

ik, catering to the housing loan needs of 
mid-income Filipinos, so we should grow in 
order to reach as many Filipinos as po: 
le. Also in the plan is car financing and 
consumer lending," he said. 

Real Bank started an advocacy campaign. 
called “Bata... В: Mag-impok at 
Magsinop," in partnership with the Depart- 
‘ment of Education (DepEd) to foster thrifti- 
ness and the wise use of resources among 
elementary students. 

In his team-up with the country's educa- 
tors, Real Bank serves as Dep-Ed's benefac- 
tor in its values education program where 
the focus is teaching the children self-disci- 
pline for a much better and stable future. 

“I believe that the country can be im- 
proved through education, and by espous- 
ing thriftiness, we can help mold the kids’ 
character," Araullo relates. "At an early age, 
they should already be taught about the 
concept or significance of thriftiness or sav- 
ing. It would instill in their young minds a 
sense of discipline because they would 
learn to deny themselves of material things 
that bring them short-term pleasure in ex- 
change for something that will be of greater 
importance to them in the future." 

Under the program, words like "mag-im- 
pok” and “mag-sinop” will be introduced. 
Even songs were composed to complement 
the teaching, 

Initially, the program is implemented 


US retail sales 
below target 


From page B2-1 
in online sales. 

But S and P expressed some concern 
about profitability with many retailer 
starting to cut prices in the wake of sluggish 
sales. 

"While this strategy is meant to reduce 
inventory risk, S and P's equity analysts be 
lieve the longer-term implications are nega 
tive, as it can destroy brand image and cre 
ate а commodity product, which sells based 
on price,” the report sald. 

“After all, what consumer in their right 
mind will pay full price when a markdow 
isa week or two away?” AFP 
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Real banking comes from the heart 


among 18 pilot schools in NCR, Re 
gion 3 and Region 4 but eventually 
the program will also be provided to 
other schools. 

Hopefully, this would catch fire in 
all the other schools and throughout 
the nation. 


Far-reaching, yet simple legacy 

^] just want to contribute to the 
country's progress. I believe that the 
progress of our country is through 
discipline. If we have discipline, we 
will prosper. I'm just planting a small 
seed here, and through the program 
with the DepEd, hopefully it will 
grow and contribute to the progress 
of the Filipino and of the country" he 
boldly declared. 

At 66 years old, with five sons who 
are all economically independent, 
Araullo said when he retires, he 


would bring all his books to Tagaytay 
and read them all. 

‘That was his plan before, but then 
Real Bank came along and with the 
amount of work facing him right now, 
it seems the “reading” would have to 
beput on hold. 

When he assumed the chairman- 
ship of Real Bank, Araullo felt the 
need to “re-create” it with the objec- 
tive of establishing its own name in 
the thrift bank industry. With expert 
marketing advice and subsequent 
guidance, the new The Real Bank, A 
Thrift Bank, with its new colors, logo 
and corporate identity is now being 
introduced. 

The new logo of The Real Bank is a 
royal seal that encloses the “alibata” 
or “baybayin” script of the word “Re- 
al,” which is actually royal in Span- 
ish. 


Alibata is the original Tagalog 
script being used by the natives in the 
16th century before the Spanish colo- 
nization. The use of the “alibata” in 
the corporate seal is symbolic of The 
Real Bank going back to the roots of 
true Filipino service, that which is 
royal, pro-active, warm and efficient. 

The new logo also comes with the 
new and more vibrant colors of red, 
yellow and blue all equally symbolic 
of the very significant transforma- 
tions that the Bank is implementing 
within the next few months. 

Araullo believes that this process of 
re-creating The Real Bank will kick 
off a new era of unique and v 
ipino banking and he is determi.” to 
work this project through all his em- 
ployees in all The Real Bank offices 

branches for this new image to be 
visible to all their clients. 
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BUY ONE STOCK, 
ENJOY 33. 


Manila Electric Company 


ABS-CBN Broadcastina Corporation 


Catch the next bull run. 
Invest in the Philippine Index Fund. 


INVEST IN THE PHILIPPINE INDEX FUND, 
THE FIRST AND ONLY INDEX-TRACKER MUTUAL FUND IN THE COUNTRY, 
AND AUTOMATICALLY INVEST IN ALL 33 ISSUES COMPRISING THE PHISIX. 


For a minimum investment of P50,000.00 during the initial offer period, 


you already have a diversified port 


(02) 633351 


folio of listed Philippine Stocks without the 


hassle of daily individual stock monitoring. 
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To invest, please feel free 10 ¢ 


(034) 433. 
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The first virtual business tournament. 
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of 
^ 2 “Virtual Business League is an exciting business simulation competition which uses the principles and practices of entrepreneurship in a highly interactive technology- 
et enhanced economy. The tournament is poiuered by a business simulation game called CAPITAUSM IL The players, caled BUSINESS WARRIORS шїї build ог 
yuo  acqure their own companies and technologies and set their business in a real time virtual environment. The tournament will be participated by over 21 Colleges 
i and Universities nationwide. Е d 
COMME 


See your school's Business Warriors battle against 
the countru's top colleges and universities. 


Play the game. 
Know the rules. 
Be your own success storu. 


"зыт For more VBL update.log on to: шшш. petef.org.ph 
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Schedule of €vents 


January O8, 2005 
Tune-up game 
Venue: JITSE 3rd Floor Oppen Bldg. Sen. Gil Puyat, Makati City. 


January 29, 2005 с 
Inter-collegiate Tournament (semi-finals) 
Venue: Market Market, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


February 12, 2005 ores 
The Pitch (finals) со соз. Ems 
Venue: The Poduim, Ortigas Center., | Participating colleges and unversities 


May 2005 Undergraduate category: — TXTREPRENEUR SCHOOL CODE 
[ec Asia Pacific Coll 

: Я f lege APC 
NETW 2005 convention 2 Assumption College AC 
; Ateneo de Davao ADDU 
з Ateneo de Manila ADMU 
э College of Holy Spirit CHS 
» De La Salle University DLSU 
» Don Bosco DBTC 
„ Emilio Aguinaldo College EAC 
4 FEATI YA FEATI 
; Far Eastern University FEU 
> PUI ,, PUP 
;. Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila рим 
. Roosevelt College Cainta RCS 
a St. Mutien SMC 
. St Scholastica ssc 
= zs Anthony College of Tech. SACT 
E TP 
v U€-Caloocan ue 
. University of Rizal System URS 
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Congressman Kintanar during VBL Press launch 


Graduate category: 
= Deus Salle Professional Schools 
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Mechanics: SMS Download 
+ WXTREPRENEUR is an exciting way to support your school's Business Warrior, ~ А subscriber cen vote for ther school by downloading your schools 
© Any SMART/ADDICT/TnT subscriber cen vote for ther schools Business Warrior by text SMS picture message or logo. 
voting or dounloadng any SMS or MMS content * To dounload a logo, text in VBL «school code LOGO 
. The schoo! with the most number of TXTREPRENEUR votes шї uin the TXTREPRENEUR - To dounload a picture message, text in VBL «school code PIX 
AWARD. + Send to 336. 
=} Every dounload of any SMS content the school gets six (6) TXTREPRENEUR votes. 
Text Polling s 
+ A subscriber can vote for thelr Schoo! by texting VBL «school code and send to 336. MMS Dounioad E 
+} For every vote, the school gets one () TXTREPRENEUR vote. + A subscriber can’ vote for their school by downloading an'MMS wallpapers 
To dourioad an MMS wallpaper, text in VBL sschool code MWALL. 
+ Send to 336. 
+ Every dounload of any MMS content the school gets six (6) TXTREPRENEUR votes. 
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Hon. Мейо L Pena 
metn he ost Chairman 


Commission on Information and Communications 
Technology 


Cesar Purisima 
раена тов Н Мата 
sii el growth , the Virtual Business League. 
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National Telecommunications Commission 
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PETEF 2004 Officers Oathtaking in Malacanang 
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—— À Á a! (35. years of supporting the industry. 


What is PETEFP 

The Philippine Electronics and Telecommunications Federation popularly known as PETEF is 
the umbrela organization of the electronics, telecommunications, broadcast, information 
technology, internet Industries аз well as equipment manufacturers and suppliers in the 
Philippines. 


= Commited to. create an environment of unity within the industry. 

~ Lead partner of the goverment in the formulation of national policies, goals and objectives 
of the industry, responsive to the country's economic, cultural, social and political fabric. 
- Lead organization of the industry that supports technological advancement and innovation 
in: its field, fosters self-sufficiency and exhorts adherence to standards.: 


PETEF is participated by IB member associations, 76 corporate members and 25 associate 

merbers such as Kapisanan ng mga Broadkaster sa Pipinas (ВР) Integrated Telecommunicatons 

Suppliers Association of the Philippines (ITESAP), Information Technology Association of 

the Philippines (ITAP), Electronics Industries Association of the Philippines (ELAP), Philippine 

4 pane | Cable TV Association (PCTA), Рйррїпе Intenet Service Organization Inc. (PISO), and Philippine 
ани Chamber of Communications (РСС). 


Sec. Pena during PSIS 2004 For more inquiries: 
Contact *s: 813-6398 / 759-3870 
Fax * 813-6397 
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PIA 72nd annual confab 
to coincide with 10th Worldbex | 


THE PHILIPPINE Institute of Archi- 
tects (PIA) schedules the date of its 
annual convention from March 14 to, 

*18, 2005 to be able to partic 
the Philippine World Building and 

„Construction Exhibition (Worldben, 
which marks its 10th year. 

With this move, exhibitors of 

}Worldbex and PIA Annual Conven- 
tion will save money, time and re- 
sources because they need only 

‘mount one event as they both cater to 
the same target market. 

Architect Delfin Pantangco Jr, PIA 
vice president for administration 
and convention chair expects a 
^milestone in Worldbex 2005 slated 
from March 16 to 20, 2005 at the 
, World Trade Center Metro Manila 

Тапа the adjoining Philippine Trade 
Training Center. PIAS 72nd Conven- 

jtion venue is at the Westin Philip- 


pine Plaza Manila, CCP Complex, 
Pasay City. 

Pantangco believes that PIA’ pres- 
ence in the 10th Worldbex will be 
beneficial for the two organizations 
and the exhibitors. He adds, "Ies a 
very good timing for Worldbex to cel- 
ebrate its 10th anniversary with 
somebody it started with.” 

PIA isthe oldest professional archi- 
tectural organization in Asia. Since its 
organization in 1933, it has been in- 
strumental in the development and 
growth of the architectural profes- 
sion. It has a direct hand in institu- 
tionalizing the practice and it boasts 
of members who are pillars of the 
building industry. 

Major sponsors and exhibitors 
have welcomed PIAS decision this 
early, while the response of PIA’ oth- 
er friends in the industry has been 


very enthusiastic. “I told our friends 
you will not exhibit in our conven- 
tion, we'll just meet you in World- 
bex,” declares Pantangco. 

He points out that PIA as an organi- 
zation is not joining other similar con- 
ventions aside from Worldbex. “This 
announcement should clear that up,” 
says Pantangeo. 

The change of convention date also 
benefits PIAs provincial architects, 
‘who for some will be viewing a world- 
class international construction ma- 
terial exhibition for the first time. In 
Worldbex 2005, PIA architects will al- 
so be given a chance to showcase 
their works for local and internation- 
al audiences. 

“Adjusting our convention date to 
coincide with Worldbex will be our 
way of wishing them well and good 
luck” 
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FAIR FOCUSES ON HOME OFFICES, ENTREPRENEURSHI 


‘The increasing economic role of home-based en- 
trepreneurs, professionals and freelancers whose. 
‘operations are largely aided by information tech- 
nology was brought to the fore during the recent. 
first Small Office Home Office fair organized by 
Protégé Inc. Shown during the Soho fair opening 
‘were, from left, Isabelita Palanca, chair of the 
Women's Business Council Philippines, which was. 
the fairs women's sector partner, Mel Alonzo, 
chair of the Small Business Guarantee and Finance. 
Corp, Jay T. Ranola, marketing communications 


senior associate of Epson, the falr's co-presenter, 
and Ruby Villavicencio Paurom, Protégé presi- 
dent. The fair showcased successful women en- 
trepreneurs who started small and operated from 
corners of their homes. Italso put under one roof 
sellers of business equipment, solutions 
providers, marketers of telecoms innovations, 
schools offering IT courses and entrepreneurship, 
and providers of auxiliary services as printing, d 
sign and audio-visual requirements. For more up- 
dates, visit wwwerubycomm.com/protégé_soho, 


ieee TIT, 77 Too much fast food bad for health 


pos 
ELIO 


Шуа Кое 
рч Р 


GARDENIA CREATES TEMPTING TREATS AT WOFEX 2004 


Bread leader Gardenia participated as one of 
the presenters in the World Food Expo 2004 
(Wofex) recently held at the World Trade Cen- 
ter. Gardenia was invited by Little Wing Produc- 
tion, one the event's media partners, to demon- 
strate a sandwich preparation during the event. 
Wofex i a yearly event that brings together all 
the latest types of food, beverages, and world- 
class food machineries, packaging materials 
and premium ingredients from all around the 
world. Gardenia is the only bread manufactur- 


ing company in the country to receive the ISO 
9001:2000 and HACCP (hazard analysis and 
critical control point) certifications for product 
quality and food safety, and just recently, was 
awarded the Superbrands status by Super- 
brands Asia. Gardenia offers a wide array of 
great-tasting and innovative breads. Shown are 
Gardenia nutritionist April Cunanan with host 
chef John Cu-unjieng of ABC 5's "Ном “Bout My 
Place?" creating a mouth-watering Gardenia 
chicken and bacon sandwich. 


ELSIES idea of lunch is hamburger 
and a glass of soda. Being a typical 
young professional, she is one of 
those people who always need to beat 
the clock and, therefore, relies on 
fast-food chains for a quick meal. Un- 
doubtedly, she is one of the many peo- 
ple hooked on what is now known аз 
the fast-food culture. 

Because of the prevalent fast-food 
culture, there is now an increasing in- 
cidence of diabetes and cholesterol 
problems. Unhealthy eating habits 
have been associated with modern 
living. In a time when everybody tries. 
to beat their deadlines, lunch or din- 
ner often means a quick bite in fast 
food chains, which offer fatty and oily 
food. 

This results to too much fat in the 
diet. According to Sanirose Orbeta, a 
member of the American Dietetics As- 
sociation, a regular burger contains 
255 calories, while big servings con- 
tain 500 calories. French fries, 
though they are made with potatoes, 
which is supposedly healthy, is equiv- 
alent to 220 calories. 


Eating too much of these foods can 
lead to abnormal cholesterol levels in. 
the body, a condition known as hyper- 
cholesterolemia or dyslipidemia. Dys- 
lipidemia is one of the leading causes 
of cardiovascular diseases.« 

Efforts to improve dietary patterns 
could markedly decrease morbidity 
and mortality associated with chronic 
health conditions. However, there are 
some cases when dietary changes are 
no longer enough to control the in- 
creasing levels of cholesterol in the 
body. When this happens, physicians 
recommend the use of drug interven- 
tion as an adjunct to diet. 

‘Among the drugs known to lower 
cholesterol level is fibrates. Fibrate, 
particularly fenofibrate, is used with 
diet changes (restriction of choles- 
terol and fat intake) to reduce the 
amount of cholesterol and triglyc- 
erides (fatty substances) in the blood. 
It is especially good at lowering 
triglycerides and a form of choles- 
terol called very-low-density lipopro- 
tein (VLDL). 

Fenofibrate has also been shown to 


delay the progression of atherosclero- 
sis (thickening of plaques on the 
blood vessels) among patients with 
diabetes. 

In the Diabetes Atherosclerosis In- 
tervention Study (DAIS) published in 
The Lancet, it has shown that patients 
who took fenofibrate had a 40-per- 
cent decline in the progression of 
atherosclerosis compared to those on 
placebo. ~ 

The results of DAIS provide impor- 
tant data with significant implica- 
tions for patients with dyslipidemia, 
particularly those with diabetes. The 
outcome of the trial indicates that fi 
brate therapy is an important thera- 
peutic option as a primary or adjunc- 
tive therapy in the treatment of dia- 
betie dyslipidemia. 

Patriot Pharmaceutical Corp, a Fil- 
ipinc-owned pharmaceutical compa- 
ny, will soon launch а new and afford- 
able brand of 200 mg. fenofibrate in 
the market. 

Fenofibrate is a drug that should 
only be taken upon a doctor's ad- 
vice. 


NESTLE CABUYAO HOLDS TREE-PLANTING 


The employees of the Nestlé factory in Cabuyao, Laguna led by factory manager Pat Gar- 


cia, corporate environment officer Jess Garcia and site environment officer Edwin 


Ramos, together with their families and friends held their annual tree-planting activity re- 


NEW ZONTA CLUB PRESIDENT 


United Nations Representative Deborah Landey (Sth from left) was guest speaker of Zonta 
Club of Greater Rizal land the Filipino-Chinese Federation of Business and Professional 

Women of the Philippines. The event coincided with the election of Susana de Jesus as in- 
‘coming president of Zonta Club Region I. Shown are the new officers (from left) Unap di- 


oduciFiLES 


Soap for whiter, 


cleaner skin 


SOME soaps give you whiter skin. Some give cleaner skin. Der- 
mablend Papaya Orange Skin Whitening Soap gives you both. 
Dermablend Papaya-Orange Skin Whitening Soap combines pa- 
paya protein enzymes that inhibit the production of melanin to give 
you a fairer, whiter complexion and the astringent qualities of or- 


‘ange with Vitamin C properties, as an 
your skin for that thorough clean feel. 
"This unique blend of papaya and ora; 


antioxidant, to deep-cleanse 


inge offers you twice the bene- 


fits that are not found in ordinary beauty soaps. So, if you can enjoy 
the double beautifying effects of | iu papaya and orange, why limit. 


yourself to your old papaya оа 


For more details and distribution opportunities, call 740-6099 or 


742-6887. 


‘cently in the mini-forest at the back of the factory. Employees from the Nestlé Center and 


the Nestlé factory in Lipa, Batangas and students from the Pamantasan ng Cabuyao also 


Joined the activity. This is the 4th year that the factory has conducted such an activity. 


rector Nenet Ang, ZCR2 president Susana de Jesus, NCRFW chair Мута Yao, Deborah 


Landey, Fil-Chi Federation EVP Rosalind Wee, Zonta international president-elect Olivia Fer- 


ry. Zonta International director Dandy Gomez, and District 17 Lt. Gov Virma Vergel de Dios. 
With them Б Ana Senga of the United Nations (standing 2nd from left). 


ACN Davao gears 
for 50th year 


THE ASSUMPTION College of Nabunturan 
(ACN) officials led by its school president met 
recently with the board officers and directors 
of the Assumption College of Nabunturan 
‘Alumni Association Inc to discuss a joint pro- 
ject undertaking in connection with the 2004 
Grand Alumni Homecoming scheduled on 
Dec. 19 at the school's main campus in the 
capital town of Nabunturan, Compostela Val- 
ley Province (previously Davao del Norte). 

; The ACN Grand Alumni Homecoming or- 

} ganizing committee 2004 has finalized vari- 
ous projects, plans and programs directed to- 
wards making the 2004 homecoming the 
grandest reunion of ACN alumni in a long, 
long time. It promises fun, prizes and surpris- 
es for everyone and hopes to make it the stan- 
dard by which all subsequent alumni home- 
coming celebrations will be measured and re- 
membered. 

AILACN alumni are enjoined to call as soon 
as possible their respective batch representa- 
tives, or they can call and inquire at the ACN 
AAlne secretariat at (084) 376-0607 so you 
can update your contact information and 
alumni database. 

In the Visayas, alumni of Assumption Col- 
lege of Nabunturan, Davao may call and in- 
quire further from Joel Reterba, alumni presi- 
dent, at 0919-4607994, or Eddie Diva at 
09228-062050; (032)-2344597/414-4321, 
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Philips Group of Companies: 
Actively Building Partnerships for Socio-Economic Development | 


For Philips, from the days of its founders, doing business 
and helping to build a community are two things that always run hand in hand. 


improve the lives of everyone it touches worldwide, from 
its employees and stakeholders t 
and customers. 


S: ustainability is the principle that drives the company to 


business partners 


This policy is upheld by Philips Philippines in all its 
various business divisions -- Philips Consumer Electronics, 
Philips Medical Systems, Philips Semiconductors, Philips 
Lighting, and Philips Domestic Appliances. 


Med Matco, President and CEO of Philips Philippines, 
says: "At Philips, we are passionately committed to helping 
improve the lives of people. We sce no difference between doing 
business and sustainable business. And we achieve this every 
day by bringing meaningful technology innovations that focus 
on lifestyle, healthcare, and enabling technologies. 


The company continues lo invest significant financial 
technological and human resources fora better quality of life for 
Filipinos. Philips long-term presence ànd commitment 
manifest today in several partnership programs on healthcare, 
education, and technology, benefitting most especially the 
underprivileged insociety. 


Enhancing Education and People 


The Philips Education and People (PEP) program has been 
making significant contributions to the education system. 


1n 2001, Philips 
and the Department 
of Education set out 
io build a Philips 
Educational Center 
in each of ten pre- 
selected public 
schools, Equipped 
with Philips products 
such as a TV, VCD 
player, VHS player, 
educational audio- 
visual materials, and 
computer units, the 
Philips. Educational 
Centers are designed 
to be one-stop 
electronic libraries 
for learning and data 
gathering. Through 
ihe Adopt-a-Schoo! 
program, the 
company also 
provided basic 
computer cducation 
to the students of 
Casile Elementary 
School in the remote 
Cabuyao district. 


To build fruitful 

careers and enhance 

the development of 

knowledge in the 

semiconductor 

market technology, 

Philips also supports 

the Centers for 

Technical Training 

Excellence № 

(CTTEX) and the UP ра “р ур Siac ater tcr 
Los Baños Diploma Katherine Thompson, oval Netherlands First Sev. for 
in Electronics Commercial air Bic Hening, amd schoo! fonder 
Process Engineering 


Craig Burs 
Course programs. The company has also been offering college 
scholarships for employees, their dependents, and other 
deserving students from reputable universities in the country. 


e пттютег а РМ Elsa Ra were 
(I soe. uf Bary Commits President 
Acto Mondo. Pips Senior Мр: fr Tuman 
Wsouees Келиш Ва. Ситт Elementary 
Schol Precpal Ruperto de Borja. lale Corporate 
Communicattons Olfer. Maria. Santas, Philip 
PreUCEO Mel Мат, Beving Remulla. and Pis 
Calamba Human Resources reir Rernatda Disan 


PSP Gon. Manager Seren Bruder asinis u 
pupil ona PC 


Furthermore, Philips joined several other companies to 
establish the Advanced Research Competency Development 
Institute (ARCDI), which will be built at the Northgate Cyber 
Zone in Alabang, Muntinlupa City. 


Advancing Healthcare 


In the Government 


Through its latest project, the ORET-Philips-DOH medical 
assistance program, Philips is able to advance the ties between 
its mother country, The Netherlands, and the Philippines. 


Ap 
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Commercial dache Rie Hettinga 
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er 
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A Dutch financing program called “Ontwikkelings 
Relevante Export Transacties” (Development Related Export _ 
Transactions) or ORET has paved the way for the delivery of 
an extensive number of medical equipment and related 
services facilitated by the Department of Health and supplied 
by Philips Medical Systems. 


The equipment range from medical imaging. non- 
invasive diagnostic, operating room, monitoring. recovery. 
haemodialysis. and bronchoscopy tools, all intended to bring 
quality health care services to benefit millions of Fil 


Philips Medical Systems will also develop E-Care, an 
online referral structure that allows for interconnection 
among the hospitals involved. This wil! enable an individual 
hospital to view and share studies with the other hospitals, 
p " nedical 
enterprise and enhancing efficiency and effectiveness of 
people and organizations. 


The ORET program will not only significantly enhance 
healthcare scrvices nationwide, but will also foster better 
relations between the Philippines and The Netherlands. It 
another exemplary model of how Philips Sustain 
practice creates a much wider positive impact even 
national borders. 


Awarding the Most 
Promising Inventions 


To encourage, support and give duc reco; 

the cfforis of young scientists and inventors 
launched last November 2003 the Most Promi 
Award in cooperation with the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST). 
The award is to be 
presented annu: 
outstanding Fi 
talents in different 
fields of expertise 
during the Department 
of Science and 
Technology's 
National Inventors 
Weck. 

Philips Ment Promising vent nwurdees Шин 
UP Rural Highschonl puse wk fom Ic Phils 
Сш» Etronics Сют Servi Manager 
Joni Sai Miguel, Pisis Sonno tarx Direror 
"d Business РП Alama Vin Аий: 
ТИТ Seeretary De Estrella Wahera: ond ОЗТ 
Linerserenus йоду Pasig th enr 
Santana Treaty er 


The Philips Most 
Promising Invention 
Award isa testament to 
Philips’ strong and 
incere commitment to 
lop and support 
pino talent and 
reinforces Philips 
reputation as a s 
responsible ci 
Cash prizes and 
Philips products are 
presented to the 
winners as forms of 
encouragement to the 
llis Medica Stem Sennor anager Bate 


business, government syne slefi) рене one ofthe inventors 
and scientific eur шее wish DOST Sec-Furellu.Halunieo. 


"At Philips, we are passionately 
committed to helping improve the lives 
of people: We see no difference between 
doing business and sustainable business. 
And we achieve this every day by bringing 
meaningful technology innovations 
and focusing on lifestyle, healthcare, 
and enabling technologies." 

—Med Mateo, President and CEO 


uicondctors Philippines. Inc. Сийиупо Gen. Ale. Seven Brader: Philips S 
ш Valent: Philips Lighting Gen. Mar Mario Hernandez: Chief Finance Oflier Daisy Rariques: 


^I Jor Hun Resouces Management 
conductors Culombu 


Nerisa Berhaz ond Philips Semiconductors Sales and Marketing Mgr. un So. Ата. 


communities to share in the vision of transforming the nation 
intoa more globally competitive technology-based economy. 


Giving Shelter to the Homeless 


In support of the Gawad Kalinga (GK) movement, the 
nationwide, mulii-sector solution to our blatant problem of 
poverty, Philips 
employees have 
volunteered to build 
the GK Philips Village 
of 100 houses at 
Barangay Barandal in 
Calamba, Laguna, for 
families that would be 
affected by the 
extension of the South 
Luzon Expressway. 


iplis Global Prset und. СЕО Gerard 
leserce hunds оне а ceryicate of lone 
anci o ownership inthe GR Phils Vilage to 
nc ofthe quic joies i Cala 

In doing so, both 


organizations hope to 
help in the economic 
development of the р 
Southern Tagalog 
region by facilitating 
the transfer. of the 
people in the path of 
the Highway 
Extension; and help 
the residents build a 
beautiful, peaceful and 
productive community 
by building decent 
homes and providing 
opportunities. 


The Gok Pr Vilage volunteers ure all snus 
in facing another Jul da of work 


Philips believes 
that peaceful 
environments. and 
productive 
communities rebound 
to the benefit of those 
who do business in the 
locale. Working in a 
cause-oriented 
organization also inculeates positive values in its people. 
enhances the whole corporate ethic and promotes Icam 
building. 


Involvement o тшй чила) cum 
amotisate Phils employees to elles service 
л enhances their camaraderie 


A Heritage of Good Corporate 
" Social Responsibility 


Since its foundation in 1891, Philips has conducted its 
business in ап economically viable and socially humane 
manner, long before "Sustainability" became a byword of 
modern business. The founding belief of brothers Gerard and 
Anton Philips was that by daring to make choices that 
improve (he lives of people both inside and outside the 
company, they would 
bc successful not by 
coincidence but by 
design. 

Today, Philips 
continues to put much 
importance on its 
thousands of 
employees in sach of 
its plants and offices 
across the globe, By 
creating a winning 
environment where 
people share a sense of pride, purpose and 
mitivation, Philips is able to niaininin its technological 
edge. ls gulding values sum up its success: Delight 
customers, Deliver on commitments, Develop people, 
Depend on each other. 


Geran! and Anton Phlips: advocates 
vl excellent empluvee care 
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EVENTS MARKETING 
Make consumers think choco 


drink while running a race 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino with the consumer,” says the His habit of approaching 
Swiss-Italian who adds he tries people and talking to them 

ІР YOU happen to pick a Nestle to go to all the outlets where about their purchase stemmed 
product in a grocery store and a Nestle products are sold includ- from a mentor of his at Nestle. 
fair-skinned man approaches you ing the wetmarketand sari-sari As a young apprentice, he re- 
and engages you in a conversa- stores. This, despite being atop calls а VP of the company 
tion about your choice, chances official of a huge multinational telling him “never be afraid of 
are that is Eugenio Simioni, he who has several managers un- selling." 
marketing director for grocery derhim. у, х 
and SVP of Nestle Philippines inc. ^ Eugenio says he would ap- Operational audit 

Eugenio belongs to that rare proach customers in a grocery _ Eugenio joined Nestle since 
breed of marketing executives who pick Nestle products and he graduated from a university 
who still goes to the consumers interview them as to why they over a decade ago. As a young 
to learn about their shopping chose his products and how do graduate he was assigned to 
habits and who gets a thrill theyuseit work in Nestle Philippines for 
when somebody buys his prod- Knowing why consumers buy three months in 1991 to do an 
ucts. “It's still very exciting to your goods and how you use it operational audit. That meant 2 К d 
see people buy your products.” , are crucial to a marketing per- sifting through the company's М е С-и 

"Everything starts and ends зоп, he states. systems and checking whether T 
they сопу Nestle stan- 
dards. He had actually been i 
terested in marketing while in 
school but says his marketing 
professor was so traditional in 
his teaching he was not in- 
spired to pursue the course. 

So he pursued economics EUGENIO Simioni 
and accou; instead. But af- 
ter two years doing auditing for Butunlikesome multination- keting mix for certain brands. events marketing program is 
Nestle he was givena chanceto al firms which adopted global And although they also do the Milo Marathon, now on its 
go into sales which he found or regional advertising strate- events marketing inothercoun- 28th year. This year's marathon 
“more interesting and excit- gies, Nestle continued to “think tries, no two events are exactly was the biggest with 100,000 
ing.” globally and act locally the same. participants. 

Я г "We do events because it is I 
Think global, act local sumers. We maintain a meaningful to the consumers Value association 

Today, as marketing director vortothe things that wedo.Itis and we are able to convey the Eugenio explains the value 
ofNestie Philippines, his taskis our way of communicating and meaning of our brands,” says association they want for the 
to take care of 25 brands with marketing our products.” Eugenio. brand is energy, achievement 
about 300 SKUs (store keeping Events marketing proved to But unlike firms whosponsor through sports, discipline and 
units) in all. SKUs use are vari- bea very effective way of mar- events thought of by another respect. : 
n antsofabrandlikethereisNes- keting some of Nestle products organization, Nestle prefers to Another classic Nestle event 
‘THE MILO Marathon is one of the longest-running events marketing tje ісе cream the brand and one in the Philippines. It is a big generate its own events. is the Bear Brand kite flying fes- 
program in the country. flavor is one SKU. component of the firm's mar- Опе of their most successful MAKE/B3-2 


Outstanding performance with its 3.0 liter Direct Injection Diesel 
Intercooler engine. Unrivaled chassis strength and durability. 
From the very beginning, it was Undisputed fuel economy. A perfect balance of brawn and beauty. 


Ў Апа пом; ап array of exciting features. 
designed to best competition. 
The Isuzu D-MAX.Without a doubt, a born leader. 
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B3-- 
SyCip Salazar is top IP law firm in RP 


SYCIP Salazar Hernandez and Gatmaitan, the 
country’s largest law firm, was recently ad- 
judged best intellectual property practice in 
the Philippines in the first Asialaw IP Awards 
presented in Hong Kong. 

The firm bested nine other competitors 
through a selection process combining legal 
market polls, extensive editorial research and 
nominations from a judging panel of 113 
leading in-house counsel. 

Lewellyn L. Lanillo, head of the firm's IP d 
partment, received the trophy at ceremonies 
held at the Ritz Carlton in Hong Kong. With him 
were Vicente B. Amador and Enrique T. Manuel, 
partners, and Lilia B. Yang, director for finance 
and administration. 

The award was given by “Asialaw,” а 
monthly magazine covering legal issues af- 
fecting business and finance їп Asia and pub- 
lished by Asia Law & Practice. 

‘Twelve other law firms in Asia received 
country awards, 

SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan is a 


full-service law firm. Although its practice cen- 
ters on business activities, it also offers a broad 
and integrated range of legal services in family 
relations, constitutional issues, and other mat- 
ters of law not related to commerce. 

‘The firm represents numerous high-profile 
multinational clients and has particular 
strength in interdisciplinary work. It has con- 
tributed to the development of laws on 
patents, trademarks, copyright, utility models 
and designs, and unfair competition. Its 
lawyers’ involvement in the enactment of leg- 
islation and administrative regulation puts it 
in the best position.to advise and assist clients 
effectively. 

The firm was founded in February 1945 by 
Alexander SyCip and Norberto Quisumbing. 
Luciano E. Salazar became a partner in 1949. 
At present, the managing partner is Andres б. 
Gatmaitan, 

Tts head office is іл Makati City, with 
branche Cebu, Davao and Subic. Website 
is www.syciplaw.com. 


Riding through roller coaster years 


TRIVIA: In 1989, when it conceived a name 
for a new carnival concept it will operate, 
the Philippine Exhibits and Themeparks 
Corp. (Petco) came up with something that 
reflects the hopes for a Philippine economy 
atthat time—Boom na Boom. 

Indeed, there could not have been a 
more appropriate time to introduce a high- 
end carnival that departs from the tradi- 
tional perya that Filipinos have grown ac- 
customed to. Boom na Boom Carnival was 
an instant success as it brought into the lo- 
cal scene big rides, unique attractions and a. 
festive (instead of loud) carnival mood that 
Filipinos immediately embraced. 

А few years after, carnivals of the same 
concept started sprouting, each claiming to 
have its own style but undeniably patterned 
their standards to that established by Boom 
ma Boom in the theme park industry- 

Amid the ongoing competition among 
theme parks now, Petco vice president 
Haydee Kwan remains confident Boom na 
Boom is here to stay. For one, Boom na 
Boom has become synonymous to Christ- 
mas because it is the only carnival in the 
‘country that opens its gates exclusively for 
the Holidays. 

“People get excited when they see the 
comer of Roxas Boulevard and Gil Puyat 
Avenue get lighted up because it is a sign 
that Christmas is just around the corner. 
‘And we always make it a point that we 


come up with grand entrances to the cami- 
val every year because Christmas is a big 
Filipino tradition,” Kwan says. 

Petco also makes sure they have some- 
thing new to offer each year. Boom na Boom 
started the grand magic shows, free con- 
certs to carnival visitors, fireworks displays, 
and those creepy horror houses amidst a 
Christmas atmosphere. Of course, who 
would forget the Royal London Circus that 
not only kids loved but dads most specially? 

Since those “boom” years when it start- 
ed, Boom na Boom went through its own 
roller coaster of experiences—economic 
boom, bust and even coup d'etats—and 
"witnessed how Filipinos struggled to keep 
the spirit of Christmas alive even during the 
lowest ofthe low times. 

“Ic is very inspiring and heartwarming 
when you see people from all sides of the 
social spectrum converge at Boom na Boom 
during the Holidays. We feel good that 
somehow we serve as equalizers because 
what the family of a business executive gets 
are the same treats that the family of a car- 
penter gets at Boom na Boom," Kwan nar- 
rates. 

This year, Boom na Boom features a Chi- 
mese culture inspired Christmas as it 
brought in the Lanter Festival from 
Zigong, China, complemented with daily 
performances by the China Youth Acrobatic 
‘Troupe from the province of Wugiao. 
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Fuji Xerox В revolutionizing the way you do your printing with the easily affordable Fuji Xerox 
Phaser 3115 Laser Printer. Among all desktop printers - Phaser 3115 wins hands down in 
document printing with its high speed, sharp texts, low print cost and high capacity duty cycle. 
Hence, Fuji Xerox 3115 is the smarter choice for your office. 
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Fuji Xerox DocuPrint® made printer sharing easy with Из bullt-In network card capable of 
‘accommodating print Jobs from a workgroup of 25 people - easily! Now, everyone in the office 
‘can enjoy the advantages of a high end laser printer! Amazing fast speed, high resolution, 
high capacity document printing for your fast-paced work environment - only from Fuji Xeroxt 
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CONSUMER RESEARCH 
Research firm to expand survey base 


TNS, one of the world's leading mar- 
ket information groups, is expanding. 
its consumer sample base to be able 
to offer deeper insights into con- 
sumer behavior from its Consumer 
Panel research 

‘TNS announced itis strengthening 
Consumer Panel coverage of National 
Philippines commencing 2005. The 
current Philippine urban sample of 
2,000 households will be comple- 
mented by a further 1,000 household 
samples from the rural areas. This 
move recognizes the growing devel- 
opment of the Philippine rural areas 
as well as the increasing demand 
from TNS' client base for representa- 
tion in this area. 

Vicky Abad, TNS commercial direc- 
tor, Consumer Panels, says “With gov- 
ernment initiatives in place to support 
rural growth and development, now is 
an ideal time to increase our sample 
for our clients. As opportunities for 
employment increase in these rural ar- 
eas it becomes increasingly important 
to track and understand shopping be- 
havior by consumers as their dispos- 
able income increases.” 

Rural Philippines now accounts for 
about half of the total household pop- 


ulation and is estimated to contribute 
about 35 percent of the total Philip- 
pine income and expenditure. This 
increase in sample coverage also rec- 
ognizes the diversity of the profile of 
this segment in contrast with ob- 
served consumer purchase behavior 
inthe urban areas. 

‘The urban shopper is expectedly 
more likely to purchase luxury goods 
given higher disposable incomes, 
their wide exposure to new and up- 
coming products as well as greater 
motivation to buy on basis of value 
and convenience. 

Rural consumers are generally less 
exposed to media, and the cultures 
remain diverse. The rural upland cus- 
tomers are highly matriarchal fami- 
lies with a deeply ingrained culture of 
female decision-making. The rural 
lowland is more advanced in agricul- 
ture, and tends to show material af- 
fluence while the rural coastline are 
able to benefit from the natural food 
resources ofthe islands ecosystem. 

"This distinctness in regional culture 
will obviously affect consumer prefer- 
ences and purchase behavior. Hence, a 
better representation of the rural sam- 
ple becomes a key for food as well ав 
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other FMCG product categories. 

"The expansion of the panel will en- 
able our clients to better understand. 
Category performance on ап urban 
versus rural basis," says Marie Lee, 
generi manager, TNS Philippines. 
"We recognize the importance of a Na- 
tional Philippines Panel as consumer 
behavior changes—providing ош 
clients with an even greater depth of 
understanding of their consumers dis- 
tinctness in profile and preferences.” 

The launch of the National Philip- 
pines is part of a series of new devel- 
‘opments currently being introduced 
by TNS across Asia including a na- 
tional panel in China, an Internet La- 
dypanel in Korea, a rural panel in 
‘Thailand and Lifestyle studies in all 
major Asian countries. 

TNS is one of the world's leading 
market information groups. The com- 
ралу provides market measurement, 
analysis and consumer insight 
through its global network of operat- 
ing companies in 70 countries world- 
wide, Working with both local and 
multinational organizations, TNS 
helps its clients to develop effective 
business strategies and enhance rela- 
tionships with their customers. 


Shopping on credit via text 


“TEXTING capital of е 
world" —that's how the Philippines is 
branded among other things. 

‘And the reality of it is that texting 
has fast become part and parcel of our 
culture. While the issue of “text” lingo. 
and spelling (or misspelling at that) re- 
mains to be а big buzz among the old 
school, the fact remains that the conve- 
nience it has brought to our lives is un- 
deniable. 

Introducing and marketing new 
technology only has one major con- 
cern—how people will embrace the 
new product or service. 

A little bit over SO years ago, the 
idea of using a small, fat, rectangular 
piece of plastic to purchase things 
with was introduced. Since then, the 
use of credit cards has become second 
mature to spending consumers. 

YE you think that the power of plastic 


money in purchasing things and ser- 
vices is amazing, don't you think that 
charging our purchases thru text is sim- 
ply far out? But not with the innovation 
of two companies which have taken 
texting to its new heights, as they join 
forces to introduce a new and exciting 
concept. GIST Marketing Trends 
(GMT) conceptualized the business so- 
lution or method, while Optimum 
Source Ine. (OSI) isa solutions provider 
company that hasthe hardware and the 
state-ofthe-art "plug and play XMS 
software to implement the concept. 
‘The GMT Charge Concept is a val- 
ue-added service facility for all credit 
card holders and cell phone sub- 
scribers. The idea is a service facility 
of linking one’s cell phone or SIM 
number with his or her credit account 
number. Security safeguards are pre- 
sent using transaction PINs, acknowl- 


edgement slips, MOAs and personal 
credit history and tracking. 

One can now shop or dine on credit 
at establishments using their cellular 
phones. This means extra security for 
hem because they neéd not сапу 
their credit cards everywhere they go, 
but it offers the accessibility to trans- 
act credit payments and purchases 
‘wherever you are. The scheme is com- 
patible with any network provider and 
applies to both prepaid and post-paid 
subscribers. Supplementary cardhold- 
ers can also enjoy the same benefit of 
wireless charging without che plastic. 

This vision of future credit purchase 
mode is something to watch for It 
promises more convenience and im. 
proved security advantages. It promises 
a whole new lifestyle. Who would have 
thought that shopping on credit will be 
so much easy as it justa text away! 


Make consumers think choco 
drink while running a race 


From page B3-1 


tival, now on its 15th year. For this 
brand, the value Nestle wants to 
project via the event is spending 
time with the family. 

A third long-running event is the 
Nestea Volley, now on its 9th year. 
This is a college volleyball competi- 
tion. 

Over the past few years they 
have been holding music events for. 
Nescafe to try and attract more 
young people to drinking coffee. 

"Our philosophy is to hold events 
for the long-term. Before we go in- 
to an event we think properly if it is 
going to allow consumers to experi- 
encethe brand. Activities we would 
like to sustain," he says. 

But Eugenio acknowledges that 
conveying brand values cannot be 
done overnight which is why they 
go for long-term activities. Quanti- 
fying and qualifying the impact of 
events is also not done with one 
event and non-traditional mea- 
sures are used. 

"We use the softer measures like 
the year on year interests generat- 
ed—whether this goes up. We also 
have consumer surveys about how 
they learned of the event." 

Eugenio tries to go to all the 
events to see first hand the impact. 
ofthe events. 

No new events are expected this 
coming year. But Eugenio says they 
are coming up with products and 


Ma. 


Жете. 


NESTEA Beach Volley is on its 9th year. 


bcd 


packaging to respond to the eco 
nomic times in the country. They re 
cently came up with a smaller pack 
of the Nido full cream milk powdei 
which will be sold in sarisar 
stores~still the main source of gro 
cery items of the majority of the Fil 
ipinos. 

"They shop in sari sari stores dai 
ly. tts the extension of their pantry,’ 
points out Eugenio. 

He admits competition remain: 
tough and the key is to really get te 
know your consumers. 

Eugenio admits in some cate 
gories “I do not want to be a mom’ 
because of the variety of choice: 
one has. 

He points out that 70 percent о 
shoppers’ decisions are made on 
the spot. “They will buy more i 
they see something appealing 
That's why when go to market vis 
its 1 observe. I like ro understanı 
how they use products," 
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US Treasury 
to print other 
countries’ money 


WASHINGTON—The US govern- as drivers licenses and passports 
ments giant printing presses for foreign governments. 

‘The bureau, however, would need 
thing in addition to the old Amer- to make sure such potential projects 

are OK with the Treasury Depar- 

The Treasury Departments Bu- ment in terms of not interfering with 

reau of Engraving and Printinghas US production of dollar, and the 

gotten the go-ahead from Congress State Department, which would de- 

to print other countries’ currencies. termine ifa given project was consis- 
A provision giving the bureau tent with US foreign policy. 

Over the years, the bureau has 
bill overhauling the country’s in- had to turn down requests by 
including Turkey, 
awaiting President George W. South Africa and Kuwait, for va 
Bush's signature tobecomelaw. ous printing projects because it 

Although the government lacked the necessary authority, 


could soon be cranking out some- 


ican greenback. 


this authority is contained in a 


telligence operations. The bill is. countries, 
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notebooks the PC that's light enough to take anywhere. 
ct from thousands of hotspots. 
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TECHNOLOGY 


This holiday season, treat yourself to a NEO Q-Note powered by Intel® Contrino™ Mobile Technology. 
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wouldn't profit from such ven- government officials said. ma масле > eors 


tures, bureau director Thomas 


counterfeiting skills. 


After Iraqi leader 
Ferguson said the experience sein was ousted and Iraq's economy 
could help it sharpen its anti- маз being rebuilt, a British compa- 

ny, De La Rue, snagged the contract 
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"Itwouldgiveusanopportuni- to print the new Iraqi dinar. is ч Ке 


ty to do some interesting things 


said in am Interview. 


countries, Ferguson said. It plons a. 


us," Ferguson said. 


lack the technical wherewithal to 
produce their own currencies. 


> ake bean 
d 
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“in 2003, US taxpayers paid a for- RU. > bond 
that we might be able to learn eign printing company approximate- : 1 
from and possibly use to help us ly $80 million to produce the new 
do US currency better,” Ferguson  lragicumency" Brian Roseboro, the 
‘Treasury Departments undersecre- 
Currently, though, the bureau tary for domestic finance, told a 
hasn't lined up the business of any House committee in September. 

Even if the bureau had the au- 
very low-key marketing approach. thority at the time, the contract was 

“We'll certainly let countries so large that the bureau might only 
know, but we're not а marketing have been able to produce a portion 
firm. We're not a private compa- of what was needed, Ferguson said. 
ny We'll be available if they need The bureau, he said, has been trying 
to get authority from Congress to 
"He sees а potential target in print other countries currencies for 
small, developing countries that atleast four years. 

‘There have been a few times in 
the bureau's history that under 
Under the bill the bureau special circumstances it has print- 
would have the authority to pro- ed currencies for other govern- 
duce not only paper money but ments, Ferguson said. Those in- 
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also postage stamps and other so- stances include the Philippines in 
called “security” documents such 1928, and Cubain 1934. АР 


Key areas to spell 
success of 
co-branded cards 


THE GROWTH and success in co-branded card 
programs in Asia/Pacific will depend on the 
ability to meet the needs in three key areas: 
technology, mass customization and customer 
loyalty according to MasterCard Intemational. 

At the MasterCard 2004 Asia/Pacific Co- 
Branding Partners’ Forum recently held in 
Shanghai, China with the theme “Strategies 
for Growth,” senior MasterCard executives 
and co-brand partners shared insights into in- 
dustry trends, business drivers, consumer de- 
mand and best practice to provide financial 
institutions with a strategic framework to 
grow their card programs in the region. 

Asia is emerging as a vibrant co-brand card 
marker, according to Ajay Bhalla, senior vice 
president and general manager, South-East Asia, 
and head, Center of Excellence for Co-Branding, 
‘Asia/Pacific, MasterCard. Speaking at the open- 
ing session of the Forum, he made reference to 
MasterCard's 21,000 co-brand programs global- 
ly of which 9,000 are in the Asia/Pacific region. 

“Co-branding is a win-win proposition for 
both organizations and consumers. Alliances 
with top brands are an excellent strategy to build 
brand equity. Co-brand programs of MasterCard 
have been highly successful and have aided our 
partners in achieving greater operational effi 
ences and higher revenues. Our consumers 
have also stood to gain, with co-branding ereat- 
ing compelling customer value and increasing 
customer satisfaction," said Bhalla. 

‘Asian consumers are among the world’s most 
technology savvy and this will be reflected in 
their choice of payments produets. For the last 
three consecutive years, MasterCard has experi- 
enced a 100 percent year-on-year growth in the 
number of smart cards in the region. As of June 
2004, there were 23 million MasterCard smart 
‘cards in Asia/Pacific. The interoperability and 
expanded functionalities of smart cards make 
them ideal for issuers who want to enhance 
their co-brand programs. In the near future, 
technologies such as mobile payments and con- 
tactless payment will provide issuers with 
added value propositions for co-branding. 

Co-branded programs have a high propen- 
sity for customer retention and area well test- 
ed platform for developing a loyal customer 
base. With increasing competition and the 
proliferation of options, converting the new 
‘customer toa loyal one will continue to be key 
to the success of a co-brand program. 

Customization and segmentation will also 
continue to play increasingly important roles. 
‘Those with tailored offerings built on a strong 
understanding of consumers evolving 
lifestyles will make significant impact. 

MasterCard's diversified co-brand card pro- 
grams offer the opportunity to reward cus- 
tomers with an expanded-uiility payment ve- 
hicle. They deliver payment mechanisms of 
unsurpassed global acceptance, reliability and 
convenience, backed with comprehensive op- 
erational, marketing and security features. 

‘Allowing exceptional flexibility for meet- 
ing the varied needs of the cardholder base, 
MasterCard’s co-brand programs have 
brought about a unique way of accessing cus- 
tomers, resulting in enhanced customer infor- 
mation, beiter customer communications and. 
cross-sell opportunities, 
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MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS @ TUESDAY FITNESS & WEDNES 


“RECLINING Woman.” jüst one among séveral scülptures in and around the Esplanade of 
Singapore. 


Botero takes 


Botox-crazy 97 
Asia by storm” | EE 


By Lito B. Zulueta tion in order to break with it, he 
explainéd. One should know the 
IGURE-CONSCIOUS  rulesinorderto break them and 
| 1 i in. соте to one's own voice, one's 
Asia gets a Botox in- swn EE 
jection of overweight 
wonders with the massive Recognizable 
show of Fernando Botero’s Medi style is Se 
aintings and sculptures ossizable: exaggerated an. 
Е ДЕ eS eid im pe fated shapes with wild and un- 
варот. be predictable shifts in scale. The 
the largest show ever in paintings are polished and re- 
the region of the Colom- fined, without traces of brush- 
bian artist known for his wok or еше. The bronze 
imsical Sculptures are monumental but 
оо А у ical polished. It is a style that has 
mu s of plump figures been called surprising, whimsi- 
at ordinary people often cal, and charming. 
confuse for fat rather than His nudes and other figures 
art, for rotundity rather have been called fan obese, 
i overweight, portly and.corpu- 
соро in Sigo. Ie. But Botero rejects these de- 
pow? coms of 60 pam, зсіріота. “That my figures are 
most of them large oilsin-canvas f is the farthest бот the 
and the rest in watercolors-on-pa- ou” are explorations of form 
per at the Singapore Art Museum кл volume. His stress on vol- 
(71 Bras Basah Аб tel: +656332- 200 Volume. Mis Эше оп vo 
3222), and of 20 sculprures mainly Ыл Риз т ће з sensu 
around the Esplanade, Singapore's dre z d ae eer ete 
multimillion cultural showcase 2016 Borer recasts the 
Ne the Reid: , Tiss Botero reas the cs 
‘Although Paris, Chicago, Venice 80 Proportions and ideas о 
and Madrid had played host to үрк line in clasica art 
Boreros large-scale works before, Перез inem пог he diag 
the Singapore show is the fist Пеш ETE D еп 
time Asia will get to see how the Ol line, bur ће curve then he 
сто woe fore aide by Sani tie рашат пе bend 
side with the Asian environment, “бешге оша е to Jook at 
Valentine Willie, the shows cu- Pour” vs continuing. the 
and the man responsible for я т пе 
bringing a Latin American artitto SchevementofGiono Volume 
Asia, an anachronism of sorts to 200 раса said. He explained 
some, does not hide the fact that 010007 Пе gave emphasis co Te 
Singapore aims to become a cul- shat б 8ауе through vol 
tural center of the region. "While ШУ and presence through vol- 
the funding environment here in а 4 
Singapore's certainly challenging, ү 210116: interview, he said 
there is no denying the overallam- peric pem at Th pen 
bition, and desire 10 be world tation of space and volume 
A serious student of western art BAe rise to expression. He said 
since he was a young man, Botero 118 Was who had “а tremen 
does not hide the fact that ће Youeeh whe decoration" sen. 
breathes and lives the classical tra- 4008 ene with к oopiritualcal 
dition, particularly the Italian Re- domine ar нта, "ы aeae 
naissance achievement in defining "He gaid Le Е like te oom 
space and volume, He laments е © 
that the ал of today has no con- Une this tradition of expres 
Шымы зди sivenes through his expansive 
Botero said he is a contempo- 29е yglupruous. 
rary artist who is connected to "CAT" is typical 
the past. "I provide con- ES of Botero's 
temporary expression @ experiment 
based on tradition," he with volume, 
told the Inquirer. "My 'esulting in both 
attitude is of taking imonumentality 
sources (from the past) and whimsy 
but expressing myself in 
a new way" " \ i ae $0 
He said style de- + 3 3 ч 4 = E Ё Ө $ орда, 
fne the anim. fe. Er baee / ini анаи 3 
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BYJESS ABRERA 


І HATE CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING, T ALWAYS 
FREEZE To DEATH, 
AND IT TAKES FOREVER. 


THE KEANES 
INVITED US 
To Go cAROLING 
МЕХТ THURSDAY. 


ALAM MO BA ANG 
PROBLEMA SA 
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GOLDEN 
LABRADOR, 


THE BLUE COLLAR 
YOU'RE WEARING, 


уц АДА KO ANG У 
PLOT NG “PA- SIYAM. 


PINATAY S'NA NG ISA 
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VINE COMEDY 


BYSTEVEN PABALINAS 


LASH Few DAYS THAF 
TWAS ABLE to WRite 


OF GLoRiOUS, BeAUHFUL 
WORDS StRuNG товене | 7/7 e соате чо 
Must ReAD H- 
You're МЧ 
ERienD! 


T iNcLvDep А 
Sequel , A pRe- 
quel AND THE 
Dinecter's CUT. 


HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
YOU BORN TODAY: You are very thoughtful and attentive. You approach what you do carefully and thoroughly. 


You often master a particular craft. You have a penchant for psychology because you appreciate the underlying 
motives people have, Because of this, you often see irony in the human condition. Work hard this year for re- 


wards in 2006. 


Birthdate of: Christopher Plummer, act 


ES ries (March 24 10 
‘April 19): You won't 
‘waste the resources of. 
others . You are grateful 
{for the help that they are prepared 
to offer you. Not only that, you re- 
spect them and your good fortune! 
© friends are serious to- 
day; however, they are. 
meaningful and practical. This is a 


good time to define boundaries 
and establish guidelines. 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Discussions 
with partners and close 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You can get 
an enormous amount 
done today. You're will- 
ing to put work before pleasure 
Tight now. This is an excellent way 


to start your week off. 
o more established than. 
you is likely now. (You 
could fallin [ove with your boss!) 
You aiso feel serious about your 
responsibilities regarding children 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Romance 
with someone older or 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Cian patien 


б Fax precursor 
31 Skip and ump 


preceder 
14 Natural hair- 


cooing 


15 -and wall 
1627. Gang" 


17 Heny James 
heroine 


19 Baton Rouge 


sh 
20 NASCAR'S 


Yarborough 
21 Lubricated 


23 Lear and Maler. 


27 Change one's 
do 


29 Romantic 
involvements 


30 Envapiure 
31 Dsscernment 


32 Husbands = 


partners 


зз Decorative 2 


vae 


36 You, юа 
Quaker 

37 Accepled as 
faci 


38 Leg ont 
39 1олһашей ox 
40 Burdened 


Houston, TX 


8 Hind parts 

7 French fashion 
magazne 

8 Abnors size? 

© Fesi iady? 

10 Abnormal 
dryness 

11 "Tho Piano* 
star 

та Water bird: var 

13 Вшепове 

18 Proves wih a 
crew 

227. My Party 

23 Cooper's 
Bumppo 

24 Nebraska oly 

25 Politcal amy 
тапап 

28 Unable o 
speak 

27 80 that can 
parrot 

28 Tied 

30 Маш bolt 

32 Increase in 
gh 

зи Show again 

35 Some tides. 

37 Actress Stom 


4 Invented 
45 Nickname 
47 Comos back 
‚ 4B Daybreak 
* 49 Mornson or 
Tennie 
+ 50 Equal score 
E 51 "Tho Soa, the 
Soa" author 
58 Ancient 
, 89 Brel summary 
1 60 нашао 
, 81 Actor Alejandro. 
62 Mmckers 
63 Spotul 


DOWN 
1 Advanced dog. 
2 Comic Delana. 
1-1 Black cuckoo 
4 Electon 
энтте. 
5 Preschool 


school 
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By Eugene R. Putfenterger 
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аера ре: 


slale lelei] 
(тшш 
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47 Easy victores. 

49 Russan шег 

52 Elected olt 

53 Hard water? 

54 ОЛ. val otses 

55 Not at home 

58 РС montor 
clement 

57° Jute" 


^41 Mock-herole 
43 "Sha Loves __* 
‘44 Bil of faro 

46 Actress Mary 
48 Dupicty 


ick Van Dyke, actor; Wendie Malick. actress. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

22): This is a good time 

to make long-term in- 

vestments about home 
and real estate. Family discussions 
are practical and serious. An elder 
has good advice now. 


VIRGO (Aug. 28 to 
Sept. 22): You're only 
Interested in long- 
s today. You 
us about any- 
thing. You want to know how 
things work out in the future. 
e commerce. Talk to 
bosses and people in 
authority about how to improve 


your job or future profits. People 
‘will listen to you today. 
Concerns second and 


duty first today. You 


havea strong sense of obligation 

and responsibilty. You're taking 

things seriously but not ina heavy 

way. 

LÍ Gandalf). You see how. 
Important itis to save 


fora rainy day. You feel very fu- 
ture-oriented about practical mat- 
ters. 

2 older or wiser or тоге 
experienced than you 


аге, You can learn a lot today. Don't. 
just shoot from the hip. 
бау. They know that. 


modern and 50 


т! 
years ahead of your ume, and 
that's why you're the one with all 


the ideas 
Ө publishing now look 
doabia. Go ahead with 
whatever you hops to accomplish. 
You will succeed in these areas. 
Anything is possible! 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): This is an excellent 
day for business and 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23to 
Nov. 21): You're pre- 
pared to put trivolous 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You feel 
wise today (sort of like. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Listen to 
the advice of someone 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): People 
‘spect your opinions to- 


PISCES (Feb. 1940 
March 20): Plans for. 
travel, education and 


IIKROKOSMOS 


ANG KALAT №, 
KWARTO MO А? 


HINDI KA BA NAG- 
AALALA SA MGA 
PUMI RITO? 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


SA DAMI NG KALAT, 
HINDI KO NA MAKITA 
ANG рим! 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


KIKO MACHINE 


[PRESSOR SA UNIVERSITY. 
уялу. 


KOPIRA SA COLUMN? 
hirem. ISIP. ISIP. 


FAG-DONATE KAMI NI GRUT 
SA FUDD VICTIMS, MELANIE т 


FRAND Ако MAKAKA — 
PAG-DOPATE, E 


MATAGAL NA AKONG 
BINABAG Yo SA BUHAY 


DN Kayo SA AKIN. 


PELEST/ 


D 
mE, 
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"GARNESH Parade,” 
by Popo San Pascual 


"RICARDO" by 
Pardo de Leon 
(above) and 
“Blind Man's 
Bluff" by Mario 
Fernandez (right) 


пав“ 
You сап be an 
SM Foundation Scholar! 


SM Foundation, Inc. offers you this opportunity 
to be a college scholar and have a better future. 

Ed 
‘Open to graduating students of public high schools in the National 
Capital Region (NCR). Cavite, Pampanga, Cebu, llo, Davao, 
Misamis Oriental (Cagayan de Oro), Bulacan, Baguio, Lucena and 
Batangas witha weighted average of at least 88% by the second 
orthid grading period. Only those with household income of at 
most 150,000 per year are quale. 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


OME of the most opulent 
S forms and colors may be 

experienced in a show of 
seven contemporaries with indi 
vidual styles, of various medi- 
ums, and in different disciplines. 

"This group of local and New 
York-based Filipino artists in their 
30s, working in ceramics, paint- 
ing, photography, wood, varnish- 
es and various objects, has gath- 
егей their heady stuff in the ex- 
hibit "Trip 7,” until Dec. 20 in The 
Drawing Room, Metrostar Build- 
ing, 1007 Metropolitan Ave, 
Makati City. 

Erika Arroyo works in terra 
cotta, both glazed and unglazed. 
Her domino masks, plates, cups 
and kettle are notable for their ir- 
regular shapes and melting hues 
of slateblue, umber, white, 
brown and celadon. 

Mario Femandez has eight 
paintings of his signature tropical nesh 
scenes and figures of olden times. 
Five are rendered in ink, water- 
color, acrylic and tempera wash 
on paper, of violet, orange, green, 
yellow, blue, red, brown, invari- 
ably depicting baldheaded nude 
male figures in various attitudes 
of walking, holding a basket, a 
mirror, a carnation. 

Three are in oil on 
canvas. One is a | BIRTH SPACING 
small triptych іл WHILE 
brown, gold, ochre, | BREASTFEEDING 
pink, yellow, green, 
black, of three nudes. 
holding guitars and 
lute. 


Applications for school year 2005-2006 
are accepted unti! December 20, 2004. 


Joabply 


Ксан dors inj ре obtained at the 
sofa SM Dopartment Stores branches. 


"HELGA," by Christina Quisumbing Ramilo 


= e 


Popo San Pascual, working in 
oil on canvas, has nine paintings 
of faces mounted edge to edge to 
form one long continuous mural 
of faces indistinguishable from 
comedy masks or multicolor bal- 9 
loons. His “Baptism” and "Gar- 5 perpe ir 
Parade” are large-scale губ: 
works depicting festivities, com- Е 
posed of his signature brightly 
colored dots and circles, masks 
and faces, and a blue-violet ele- 
phant. 
Christina Quisumbing Ramilo's 
functional art plays with wood, 
AHEADYICT 


IS IT ENOUGH? Y 

Breastfeeding has never been given 
importance ав now. With the mother's health 
‘and today’s economic situation, this 
importance is ай the more seen. 
Breastfeeding, aside from the health benefis 
a baby could get from il, has been seen as 
опе method for bith spacing. But is К really 
effective? Lacioammenorhea, the absence of 
a woman's monthly period during 
breastfeeding, can be used ss an sid to 
contraception. 


Mysterious 
visuals 

Two are big-scale 
tableaux rendered in 
the dark tones, bold 
outlines and mysteri- 
ous visual narrative 
of Gauguin, and the 
imense colors and 
naif forms of Henri 
Rousseau. "Figure 
with Vell, predomi- 
nantly dark brown, 
has a male nude on 
the floor under a lacy 
vell, a red shoe on the 
floorboard, a гей 
domino and a red 
crest on the brown- 
ish-gray wall. 

"Blind — Mans 
Bluff" depicts against 
repeat curves of 
white and blue a 


Certain criteria need to be met for 
Lactationa Ammenorhea Method (LAM) to 
be effective as a contraception: A mother 
should practice full breastfeeding. This 
would mean the mother should not give 
water or any other milk or food to the 
newborn; During daytime, breastfeeding 
should be conducted every four hours and 
night time, every six hours, although, this 
will obviously take a heavy toll to mothers, 
most especially the working ones; The 
mother should not have yet her regular 
monthly period. Beyond six months, LAM 
may no longer be as reliable. 


Organon Philippines, Inc. recently launched 
the first and only estroger-iree ovulation 


game among two 
halé-nude lads, one 
with yellow blind- 
fold, and three maid- 
ens dressed in red, vi- 
olet and pink, one 
brandishing a brown. 
fan, with an open 
book, upturned chair, 
cushioned stool, dog 
and rooster on the 
striped mat. 

Ava Lugnu’s series 
of six untitled pho- 
tographs in black and 
white show circular 
forms of warped and 
swirling lines, the 
multilayers of lines 
creating visual tex- 
тшге. These are actual- 
ly extreme closeup 
shots of a washing- 
machine dryer зо 
blown up into a close- 
ly cropped circle iil 
їз almost unrecog- 
nizable and the photo- 
graphic image looks 
like oil painting. 


Inhibllor oral contraceptive pil. This pill with 
its simple and continuous 28-tablot 
regimen is proven to have no adverse 
effect on lactation and growth of 
newborns. This esirogen-iree pil contains 
only one female hormone, the progestogen 
DESOGESTREL, 75meg рег tabieL is 
mechanism of action resembles that of a 
combined pils and is distinctly different from 
that of a traditional progestogen-only pills or 
mini plis. Wilh this estrogen-free pil, there is 
an excollent relabiy in the prevention of 
pregnancy with 12-hours margin of safely 


Furthermore, Dr. Ukich Karck presented 
results of a study in Germany showing that 
estrogen related side-effects Ше breast 
tension, nausea, edema and headache 
Improved or rescivad within three months of 
using the estrogen-free pill contatining 75meg 
of Desogesel (FIGO. 2003). The new 
estrogen-íree pil is now avaliable In leading 
drugstores nationwide. 


For quostons, please conduit 
your doctor or ema 
‘acial@orgonan ph Or taxt to 
0017-8623350 

Or sand your lator to 
ORGANON PHILS., INC. 

Sh Fi Folza Bldg. #108 МА 
Ruling St, Legaspi 

лада. Макав Су 1260 Talt 
02-8177098 ioc. 14 & 

20 Foxit 02-8177471 
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“BISHOP” Botero says colorful Church vestments 


strike him. 
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isa play in volume. 


“WOMAN with Flowers." Even a watercolor work 


“THE PRESIDENT” and “The First Lady"(diptique) make fun of political power in Colombia. 


Botero takes Botox-crazy Asia by storm 


In his sculptures, Botero not only achieves 
the illusion of volume but volume itself. Al- 
though he has done small bronze works, he is 
better known for his monumental sculpture: 

But he rejects the notion of monumentality 
as a matter of mathematical size. “It has noth- 
ing to do with size,” he said. “It has to do with 
proportions.” 

The exaggerated proportions reinforce 
again Botero's thesis that volume and form 
constitute beauty and design. And since the 
sculptures are black and polished, light casts 
delicately on the their surface, evoking both 
austerity and sensuality. 


Wide range of subjects 

Botero’s subjects range from the traditional 
genres to contemporary Colombian experi- 
ences. His artistic education basically revolved 
around three artistic areas — the Middle Ages, 
the Renaissance, and the baroque art of Hispan- 
ic Colombia — and these show in his works. 

In some instances, the varied subjects 
meld, as in his Madonna and the Child series, 
which is a staple both of western and colonial 
art in Colombia. “When Colombian children 
go to church, they see all these Madonnas, so 
clean and perfect," he said in one interview. 
“In South America, china-like perfection is 
very mucha part of the ideal of beauty" 

‘As a gesture to the masters, Botero has 
recreated certain iconic works but recast 
thein in the voluminous style that has come to 
be known as the Botero vintage. These series 
are usually titled "After . . .” such as "After 
Pierro della Francesca,” “After Ingres, 
"After Velasquez.” The paintings invariably 
show the famous subjects of the famous 
painters rendered in corpulent forms, with 
exaggerated biliousness and exaggerated 
diminutiveness, basically a play of contrasts. 
As Botero said, "In order to achieve the effect 
ofmonumentality and volume that I seek, cer- 
tain details have to be small, so as not fo de- 
tract from the mass. Monumentality comes in 
the shock between proportions.” 

A bullfighting aficionado, Bolero also loves 
to paint matadors. (He was delighted when 
he learned my name was Joselito. “You have 
the name of the greatest matador ofall ime,” 
he said. I don't know if he was referring to 
Joselito el Gallo or Joselito Huerta, both great 
matadors, and he proceeded to autograph my 
copy of the catalogue of the exhibit by draw- 
inga bull with my name under its nostrils.) 

"The fascination for this figure with a death 
wish owes to the artists fondness for the 
matador costume. 

Tn fact, Botero told the Inquinex that “there 
are only two great dressers in the world--the 
matador and the bishop.” He explained the 
‘matador puts on pink socks while the bishop 
wears a red vestment. He added they are 
“highly original dressers” and should provide 
the artist “the pretext co explore colors." 

Botero also raids western mythology to 
craft his works. In the Singapore show is a se- 
ries of sculptures and paintings on the “Rape 
of Europa,” the singular mythological event 
that explains the tumultuous birth to Europe. 
In some interviews and annotations, Botero 
seems to represent the bull as an anti-colonial 
symbol against the colonialist depredation of 
the Old World. But the artist usually denies 
any political interpretation of his work. "So- 
cial commentary belongs to the newspaper," 
he said in Singapore. 

But Colombia, with all its colonial baggage 
and its challenging present—Marxist rebel- 
lion and drug trafficking—is always at the 
heart of his works. "I have tried to see the pric- 
tures of my childhood, the villages of Colom- 
bia, its people, its generals, its bishops, etc. 


BOTERO in Paris with "After Velasquez” 


‘THE ESPLANADE, Singapore's showcase of the arts. 


“THE DEATH of Ramon Torres.” Botero is fascinated 


fighting 


"MATERNITY." A paean to Colombia's Catholic culture 


"OUR Lady of Colombia” 
(diptique) 


through the prism of my tenets about art," he 
said. 

His most celebrated "Colombian" work, 
"The Bird,” was forced on him by the social 
environment. The original sculpture, which 
stood on a plaza in Bogota, was bombed in 
1995 during a street festival. At first, the drug 
cartel was blamed (Botero has always de- 
nounced the drug traffickers, and he didn't 
speak to his son for a long time when the lat- 
ter was sentenced for accepting drug money 
to finance a political campaign). Later, the 
Marxist guerrillas owned the bombing, saying 
Botero was an imperialist tool. 

“The most painful thing was that there 
were so many innocent people killed,” Botero 
said. "If they wanted to destroy the sculpture, 
they could have done it at five in the morning. 
But they waited until there was a street festi- 
val going on, with people dancing and live 
music. I don’t understand that.” He went on 
to replace the sculpture, but persuaded the 
authorities to retain the bombed original, so 
that side by side, the sculptures would sym- 
bolize peace and violence. 

Today, Botero's art has become closer and 
loser to the Latin American reality. "We are all 
mestizos,” he told me. "If we were pure Indian, 
ме would do pre-colonial ап. So 1 have never 
abandoned my feeling for Latin America. | am 
honest to my place and my tradition, | went to 
Spain and Europe to learn tradition, so that my 
art can become a universal expression. But 1 do 
something that speaks to man in a special way” 

In the same way, Botero said young Filipino 
artists should connect with tradition and ge- 
ography. "Be faithful to your place, to your 
traditions in the Philippines," he said. "Love. 
your country and look at a lot of art, but after 
that, do your work in a personal way. The sto- 
ryofartis the same thing. All artists are local- 
«and universal.” 

"Botero in Singapore" runs at the Singapore 
Art Museum, the Esplanade, and elsewhere in 
Singapore until Feb. 27, 2005. Call the Singa- 
pore Tourism Board Manila office (17/F Stan- 
dard Chartered Bank Bldg, 6788 Ayala Ave, 
8130946 and 8134968. 
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“BATANG Antukin Nakahilig sa Kanan” 
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Culaba’s metropolitan 
horror show 


By Gino Dormiendo 


Contributor 
HE URBAN blight has taken a turn for 
| the worse. The megalopolis із en- 
veloped by decrepitude, dehumaniza- 
tion and decay. It is а place now gone to pot. 

Tt is also a place of congestion. Practically 
every square foot of remaining space has been 
converted into a makeshift 
home, tiangge or parking lot. 

Long obsessed with the 
Pinoys propensity for filing 
up available space, Melvin Cu- ё 
laba, like his peers Jeho Betan- 
cor and Manny Garibay, has 
explored urban congestion, 
annotating it with insightful 
and biting commentaries. 

Having grown up in con- 
gested Baclaran in Parafiaque 
ity, right beside the National 
Shrine of Our Mother of Per- 
petual Help, where an uncle- 
priest belongs to the Redemp: 
torist order, Culaba has paint 
ed a gallery of characters he 
has known and interacted with for many 
years. 

Gulaba has won a string of national awards 
since graduating in 1993 from University of 
Santo Tomas College of Architecture and Fine 
Arts (now College of Fine Arts and Design) 

He has finally come up with a solo exhibit, 
"Kamalayan" (Renaissance Gallery, SM Mega- 
mall, until Dec. 17). 

The show includes a large-scale canvas 
made years ago, “Pwersa,” originally titled 
“Pagpapasiya: Langit Lupa." It has been re- 
named to infuse a proper postmodern twist 
into the subject, or subjects (the figures in- 
clude animals), 

The work shows how Filipinos seem to 
gravitate around the force of evil: politicos sit 
side by side with ordinary criminals; even the 
prince of the Church jams with the deadly 
beasts of the earth. 

Culaba applies his satiric brush in "Ka 
Pyaskohan" (a pun on “fiasco,) a reference to 
corruption scandals. 


SS 
MELVIN Culaba 


E 


Culabe's expository brushwork prefers to 
satirize the high and mighty, though hoi polloi 
also geta drubbing. 

His craftsmanship lends itself to the earthy 
subject—textured greens, deep-earth tones 
and swirling splashes of color. 

The artist's roller-coaster ride through 
the city’s grimy streets would not be com- 
plete without a telling commentary on how 
the city folk behave in public 
places, where “urbanidad,” as 
the Metro Manila Develop- 
ment Authority top honcho 
says, has become extinct. 

їп “Biyahilo,” he shows a 
group of commuters dozing. In 
"Blind Musicians sa Bangketa," 
mendicancy is legitimized if on- 
ly for the blind to stave off 
poverty. 

Two suites of smaller paint- 
ings refer to characters and ex- 
periences Culaba has encoun- 
tered and lived. 

There is, for instance, the 
hunchback as town oddity in 
“Kubang Tagalinis sa Bangkal 
Overpass"; the stray dog Culaba fondly 
named "Starbucks," which he adopted only to 
lose in an accident, and donated to dog butch- 
ers; and pornography in "Cable Links." 

Culaba's satire on our follies and foibles is 
made more acutely horrifying with the way 
he delineates his subjects—unspeakably ugly, 
truly monstrous, in face and body. 

But while these characters may be demon- 
ic, with their insatiable lust and greed, there 
are others in Culaba's infernal universe that 
are merely victims of the large-scale urban 
chicanery. 

Obviously Culaba thinks everybody is part 
of the national malaise—rich and poor, the 
mighty and the lowly. 

Culaba's brand of social realism has hit its 
mark. He has forced us to see ourselves as 
part of the national horror show. His works 
areamirror of our people's transgressions. 


Email the author at gdormiendoQya- 
hoo.com 


MALANG, SATURDAY GROUP PAINT DAVAO 

Select members of the Saturday Group recently opened the show “Davao Impressions” 
at the Asia Art and 828 Galleries at the Shangri-La Mall. The exhibit shows the place as 
uniquely depicted by artists, who were recently in Davao In cooperation with Cebu 
Pacific, Seagull Resorts and the Department of Tourism, The exhibit runs until the end 
ofthe month. 
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LOAD UP ON COBRE FOR OVER A 


HUNDRED MILLION PESOS’ 
WORTH OF INSTANT PRIZES! 


Drink Coca-Cola, Sprite or Royal Tru-Orange and look under the crown or cap. 
You can win any of the following; 


2. Discounts on Coke 8oz (237ml) 


Ipunin ang piso crowns or caps to get 
discounts or to buy more Coke! 


= P1 DISCOUNT 


"—— m 
и 


st) 
‘nang cortan ta eye vont dot 


3. GLOBE Prepaid Phoneki 


‘any ten (0) caps or crowns 
a 1 GLOBE Prepald Phonoit 
‘come 
pte. Pup fransis s e cnt oS из, 
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PLAZA Independencia in front of the Cebu Customs House and 
beside historic Fort San Pedro 


In later years, the roads radiat- harbor area. 
ing away from the harbor devel- : 
oped into Cebu's main business Re-landscaping 
and shopping district. Rama tapped the Cebu Parks 
For many generations, dock- and Playgrounds Foundation, 
side warehouses received cargo, United Architects of the Philip- 
banks and commercial establish- pines, and Philippine Association 
ments did businesses nearby, stu- of Landscape Architects to plan 
dents went to school, and author- the re-landscaping of Plaza Inde- 
ities governed from the city halla pendencia, the public garden in 
block away. front of Fort San Pedro leading to 
‘The area was Cebu'snervecen- the rear of the new Malacafiang 
ter, where practically all of the ofthe South. 
political, religious, educational The buildings in the area, col- 
and business activities took lection of Spanish colonial build- 
place. ings, pre-World War II structures 
‘Once it was also the place for іп the Art Deco style, warehouses. 
entertainment, still the location whose concrete walls are em- 
THE VIEW from the roof deck of Cebu Customs House shows its proximity to the sea. of the landmark Eddie's Log Cab- bossed with decorative patterns, 
in, probably the oldest restaurant а few heritage houses, have all 
——— in Cebu that continues to operate been documented and invento- 
ad ee opal P їп am area по longer as whole riedbytheCebu Heritage Conser- 
away from each other. This RIDE someasitwasagenerationago. vation Council, has gone into in- 
ака эне poaoueni way OF PLACE Then the inevitable happened. depth research to determine the 
чыча ie the ман = E "The harbor relocated. Malls and heritage value of each structure. 
arrive on neighboring islands in Augusto Е |. „ new commercial developments Legislation to protect the heritage 


р? " 
на idis 5 3 enticed Cebuanos away from the іѕ planned. 
нен шн юр Malon giv Д old center Cebu “developed” ^ Under the guidance of Vice 


Eu SO RRsat C quickly. Mayor Rama, a revitalization 
P & Overnight, its image changed plan for the area will be prepared. 
ee шык со. huboFeachcnastalciy. —— into che pic Philippine urban It wil focus on the heritage of the 
View ofthe coast was absolutely pie epu harbor, was the model ora*developed”ciy.rapid- old Cebu harbor as the impetus 
à han the violene D82estinthe region, the primary }у building a collection bland, for reviving the area as one of the. 
more ineresting han the violea: transportation and cargo hub of generic architecture, stripping more important centers of Cebu 
video playing at full volume for the Visayas, a distinction the city ayay much ofits greenery in aver Ше 
jar eranan pear has continued to build uponasa оё concrete, and demolishing is To return life to the area, ware- 
cat aking ош of the window T way of maintaining its economic heritage buildings. houses will be recycled as shops 
me eise acr MW зо For over a decade, buildings in and offices. Streets will be pedes- 
ess Шоп бе shores of the Re nde of eras long gone the old harbor area stood empty. tranized and the area re 
Scuthers ‘coos of Cebu island, St! stand in the port area of Се. The old structures hadnoplace in greened. Examples of similar pro- 
Mead par a ard al eS eee jects include the dynamic water- 
р засы ПУ фе 16th century when the Span- ^ Now Vice Mayor Michael Ra- front areas of San Francisco, Syd- 
Structures standing squarely On ish declared Cebu the firsteapital ma advocates revitalization to ney and Singapore. 
peeled DL LII n breathe new Ше inro that forgot: The community is seen to be a 
on ^ i ten part of the city. vital force in the revitalization of 
frokousrosporanyrsidscoming Colonialicons Revitalization differs from re. the area. They will participate in 
"Towns collected around yy P walking distance Fom development process, which sim- livelihood programs designed to 
churches and each cluster of Du orare Cebu Cathedral, ply replaces old with new. Revi- provide income bur also to estab- 
houses faced the sea. Allthe front esie del Santo Nimo and rhe _talization recycles old buildings, lish a pride of place in the resi- 
oos in cach town. from church COS Of Magellan, all nationally reusing them to fulfill new func- dents that will empower them to 
зед ? recognized colonial icons, evi- tions, brings back life and activity be active in the preservation of 
parement buildings and dence of Cebu's being the oldest to an area while maintaining the their neighborhood. 
ini ene Е н historic identity of the area. Most The pioneering project is all 
posture he American era brought new imporwandy, Jocal residents par. about reestablishing lost pride of 
Tae ee Teas undoubtedly o. POSPeriny shown im the stuc ticipate in the improved quality place for the Cebuano, one that 
eed a ieee tures built around the existing  orlife of their area. hopefully will develop as a prime 
Harbor were thelandmarks of SPehishonesin the harbor vicini- The former Cebu Customs example in the Philippines of how 
the era, gateways between жа 5. Anew Cebu СКУ НП and oth Building is currently undergoing heritage is a comerstone for deval- 
amd land where passenger and ug "Gin PME, нЕ афет геге ax the new орой шроты 


x Malacañang of the South, the 
cargo boats docked, areas that house structures rose near the president's Cebu residence. E-mail the author at afvillalon 
Viae EX Itistobethe centerpiece of the | @hotmail.com 


FINALE Makati (4/L, La O Arcade, Pasay 
Road cor. Makati Avenue) presents old 
‘works on paper by National Artist Ang 
Kiukok on Dec. 16-Jan. 10, 2005. The Na- 
tional Artists style is characterized by sharp, 
angular forms and passionate colors. In this 
show, he does variations on the human fig- 
ше. Call 8151813 or 8104071 


FINALE Art Gallery (Megamall) mounts the 
test paintings of Francesca Enriquez on 
"Dec. 14. The 
exibit fea- 
VISUAL ARTS tures ie 
home imeri- 
ors. The artist 
orchestrates a broad spectrum of colors 
echoed in the patterns of wallpaper and fur- 
"itur. The show runs unti! Jan. 8, 2005. Call 
6342410 or 6342811 


Ferre hp ecd cm EOS Drion 
Center Malati Tre exl showcases tonc- ; екш 
bep tomen 
FERNWOOD Gardens (71 Cenacle Drive, 

Smee yore cy Moni 

“Subtle Fernwood impressions" on Dec. 15- 

Call 9262493 and 8286458. 2 Dec. 16. 


LE SOUFFLE Restaurant fealures Joana 
Regina Lontoc Alberto's paintings on angels 
until Dec. 31. The artworks are also show- 
cased in Angels 2005 calendar, which can be 
purchased for P100. Proceeds will go to the 
Ephesus Home for Girts In Guiguinto, Bula- 
can. Call 0917-8176919 or 8126124. 


PINTÓ Art Gallery and Boston Gallery holds. 
the group exhibit “Alay 8" until Jan. 22, 
2005. Рид is al Sierra Madre, Grand р [ Е 5 ў 
Heights. Antipolo City, Rizal. Boston Gallery З К К ANGEL 
ah Is at 72 Boston St., Cubao, OC. Call 6971015. deeem 


or 7229205. Joana Alberto. 


“LOVERS,” by Ang Klukolc 
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A heady trip through . . . 


FrompageCa 


fabrics and objects to create 24 out-of-this- 
world furniture pieces. This arises avant- 
gardism extends to embellishing benches with 
carabao horas, gun holsters and the gold-plat- 
ed halo of a santo. 


Novel subjects 
Trek Valdizno’s 11 pieces in ой and varnish 
оп canvas are varia- 
tions on his abstrac- 
tion of red on white, 
some impastoed for 
makimum текше, 
others thickly var- 
nished so asto shine. 
Mostly untitled and 
composed of massive 
„blots of red dramati- 
cally applied on white, 
the series is reminis- 
cent of Baumeisters 
“Mortaruru with Red 
Overhead," or Moth- 
erwell’s "Elegy to the 
Spanish Republic” As 
such, Valdizno's art 
should be halfway be- 
tween Abstract Ex- 
pressionism and ab- 
stract Surrealism. 
Pardo de Leon's 
nine pieces in oil on 
canvas, in ochre and 
pinkish brown, are 
based on photographs 
the arist took of 
surfers on Siargao. 
Four are closeup 
portraits of nipples 
Chip" “Stephanie,” 
"Nede" опе un- 
named); four of navels 
(гез Navel” 12, 
"Michaels Navel,” "Ri- 
cardo”); and one of 
the cleft of a derriere 
(Michael's Bute). 
Meticulous in de- 
tail though not quite 
hyperrealist, this is 
surprising art simply 
for its novelty. Why, 
no one has thought 
of these anatomical 
protuberances be- 
fore as worthy sub- 
jects for art by them- 


selves. Rendered in large canvas, each navel 
or nipple is practically thrust to the viewer's 
face. 

‘The daring of the avant-garde and the in- 
ventiveness of the young meet in this show 
and produce artworks of such diversity and 
richness they could be representatives of our 
visual arts now obtaining. Heady, heady (in 
both senses of the word). 
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technology 
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G. CLA Sandeich & Pasta 
P175.00 


Erirées Include House or Caesar Salad, 
Garlic Breadsticks or Rice Pilaf and Brownie 
+ Prices are VAT inclusive and 10% service 


charge wil be added to your bil. 


Made Special by: 


3rd Level Power Plant Mall, Rockwell Center, Makati City 


(632) 898-1815 to 17 
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Act and altruism were the bywords 
for Manila’s hip and stylish set at the “Globe Platinum 
vou BY House of Art: Works by Ivan Acuña” at the Ayala Museum's M ER 
md Café. Two special art pieces exclusive for Globe Platinum were on auction 
4.45] — fortwo consecutive nights, on December 6 and 7, 2004. Globe Platinum subscribers 
% were also entitled to a special privilege discount on all artworks purchased. 
ЖО Part of the proceeds will be donated to the Virlanie Foundation, a local nonprofit organization aj #_ 
Me that provides social services for abandoned and abused children. Since 1992, Virlanie has helped ` $7 * 
a underprivileged kids through its housing, education, and support programs. They presently have 300 children, Ç — j 
aged 4 to 18, in their care. t 
| The artist, Ivan Acuña, is already well-known in the country as an abstract painter and has recently held exhibits“ 
ЫЎ at Prestige Cars BMW and Century Park Hotel, among others. His abstract ой pieces for the House of Art exhibit 
are all done in muted metalics like gold, silver, bronze — and yes, platinum. The two works on auction for Globe Platinum 
also had bold accents in black and bright primary hues. "My works are all about texture and color. The one 1 did in platinum 


beyond brushstrokes, he burned the paint to create interesting textures, in the tradition of American abstract expressionist 
painters who experimented with unconventional forms and techniques. This distinctiveness evokes Globe Platinum's spirit of 
sophistication and innovation. 

"The event was organized by chic jetsetter Carmina Sanchez and hosted by society columnists Mautice Arcache and Pepper 
Techankee for the first evening, and by young socialites Celine Lopez, Ipe Cruz, and JR Isaac for the second evening, Both nights 
were graced by prominent figures in the business and art scenes. Among those spotted at the M Café were former Iloilo 2 
District Rep. Albertito Lopez with wife former Guimaras Governor Emily Relucio-Lopez, banker-entrepreneur Raul Manzano, 
international businessman Sinai Djemal and his wife Sigalit, fashion mavens Lulu Tan-Gan and Kate Torralba, interior designer 
‘Anton Mendoza, and Mrs. Tessie Luz, wife of National Artist Arturo Luz. The caf£'s sumptuous food and drinks perfectly 

complemented the lively conversation among the guests, and the swinging sounds by DJs Ellan Jabayeb and Erwin Edralin set 
a classy, upbeat mood for the affair. 
| Long-time art lover and collector George Salud sem 
БА evening, Evidently pleased with the new addition v 


and Ivan Асийа% style really appeals to me.” He alread 
two years ago. To cap the affair, Globe representatives г: 
lucky Globe Platinum subscribers. 
This event also continued an admirable trend star 
silent auction of paintings by noted artist Isabel D 
of prestige and luxury in mobile communi 
culture as part of the vibrant lifestyle of its 
Existing subscribers to any Globe Plan with an 
usive of taxes and adjustments) for the 
standing, as well as new subscribers. 
G-Flex Plan at P5,000, P7, 


privileges that come w 


100, or P10,000 сап 


Globe Platinum membership 


PASSE. 
Designer Kate Torralba (left) and Kristine Santiago 
‘making the scene at M Café 


The winning bidder: art collector George Salud with the 
‘Globe Platinum special art pieces 


Guests relished Acufa’s art and the café’ 
delectable fare amidst relaxed conversation. 


7 2 on 
Hosts Pepper Teshankee, Maurice Arcache, and Celine Lopez with 
Joji Dingcong and Anthony Joes 

ct SEN 


Flanking Acufa's artwork эге (eft to right): event organizer Carmina. 
‘Marketing 


‘Sanchez, Globe Platinum Senior Kristelle Dizon, 
the artist, and Globe Platinum Senior Product Manager Cookie Uy. 


is actually very minimalist,” says the artist. He further describes the unique way by which he created the artworks: going 6. 


The Ayala Museum's M Cafe а the perfect venus to 
‘special ert pieces at Globe Platinum's House of Art. 


ll swing with Manila's A-list crowd in attendance 


Мап Acuña with Kailash Ramchandani of LMK Commercial 


za x ma ECT за 


The artist center) with Paul Edouard (left) 
‘and ADB exec Enrico Canzio 


Globe Platinum gives a warm welcome to their privileged quests. 


` 


È 


Lulu Tan-Gan (second from lef) sharing some delightful tete a 
tete with (iot to right): Maul Pascual, Peter Norrdell of Dunhill, 
‘and Lilo Gutierrez 

жезл EL 


BMW Philippines Corporate Communications 
Manager Lito German with wife Ditas (center) and 
Globe Telecom's Shella Sarmiento (right) 


Abend 
in the river 
O fob had te pond ena 


of visiting a beautiful hotel, 
the Mandarin Oriental, which was 
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right оп the river. The interiors and f 


the facilities were impeccable. This 
was not surprising since the Orien- 
tal has been named one of the best 
in the world. 

What struck me most was the fact that 
there were many local craft pieces integrated 
into the décor of the rooms. Certainly the Ori- 
ental could have afforded the best of import- 
ed items from the West. Yet there was a delib- 


UNTIL YOU'VE 
SEEN A PIWERNENORY 
DEMONSTRATION” 


erate attempt to ensure that the overall look — — — — ——— 


ofthe place projected Thai images. 

Everywhere опе 
looked, there were bas- 
kets, weaving and pot- 
tery Evidently even 
such a respected institu- у 
tion like the Oriental be- 
lieves traditional crafts 
are world-class and 
should form part of any 
contemporary chic envi- 
ronment. 

Another example of 
how Oriental Hotel hon- 
ors Thai traditions is its 
vibrant connection with 
Bangkok's great river, $ 
the Chao Phraya. 

Indeed, one of the best features of the hotel 
is its lovely terrace with its spectacular fluvial 
views. People actually sought out the tables 
nearest the water. 

‘Watching the light playing on the waves as 
boats glided past, I could not help thinking of 
the sharp contrast provided by our poor little 
Pasig in Manila. 

Unlike the Manilefios of today, the people 
of Bangkok have always celebrated their river. 
A few years ago, there was even a major festi- 
val and tourism program promoting what 
they lovingly address as the River of Kings. 
Can you imagine the Pasig as a tourist attrac- 
tion like that? 

iental Hotel did more than its share of 
river awareness. I noted there 
was even a whole compound that was an ex- 
tension of the main hotel on the other bank, 
opposite the terrace. This compound fea- 
tured a restaurant, spa, gym, and even a 
cooking school, all housed in traditional 
‘Thai buildings set in lovely gardens. 


Treat 

‘The best part was that one crossed over on 
old-fashioned ferry boats. The boat ride was a 
treat in itself: the cool breeze coming off the 
water, the fascinating barges passing by, the 
carved trimmings of the ferries. 

Оле could just spend the whole day going 
back and forth, and to think you haven't even 
left the hotel! 

1 also had the 


CHINA YOUTH 
ACROBATIC 
TROUPE SHOW 


‘TRADITIONAL craft 
touches inthe 
Oriental Hotel 


Bangkok’s Chao Phraya 
River is vibrant 

with life while our 

own Pasig stagnates 


The smoothest way 
to a million pesos 
is at your fingertips. 
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*[orenour Up 
Balinese, Hydrating, 
|Shiatzu or Therapy w2 

Swedish FREE checkups || Mask 
a P500 value a PASO value a P195 value 


p 
Laser & 
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chance of taking an 
evening dinner 
cruise. My sister, Pat- 
зу, commented how 
river life seemed so 
romantic. | thought 
to myself that per- 
haps she was a very 
well-behaved water 
lily in her previous B 
Ше! In fact, she was 
зо good that she was 
rewarded by being B 
allowed to come 
back... as Bea's sis- 
ter! 

But, joking aside, Ё 
it was imeresting to 
watch people work, ÈI 
play or just relax by [9 
the water, 

We also sailed by 
some incredible 
sights such as the 
gorgeously illuminat- 
ed Wat Arun (Temple 
of Dawn) as well as 
the — magnificent 
Grand Palace. 

We saw many ele- 
gant mansions; prov- 
ing that waterside 
properties were real- 
ly highly valued. My 
mother mused about 
how she wished that 
a Bangkok heritage 
enthusiast could res- 
cue and restore some 
of the quaint but 
crumbling buildings 
that we had seen. 
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Hungry for news that would feed your mind? 
The Philippine Daily Inquirer delivers 


straight to your doorstep. Subscribe 
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A bend in the river 


From pago DI 


Another notable aspect of river life were 
the many ferries that still plied their regu- 
Jar routes up and down the Chao Phraya. 

‘The guidebooks proclaim that they are 
actually a convenient, inexpensive and 
comfortable way to see some of the main 
attractions of Bangkok. The locals must 
‘agree as the ferries I saw were always 
packed with passengers. 

‘What I found especially remarkable 
маз that the city’s ultra-modern sky train 
actually had a special station where peo- 
ple can get off to transfer to the river 
boats. Talk about interconnected trans- 
portation systems! One can cross over 
from a 2ist-century vehicle to a type of 
Wessel that has been around for cen- 
turies, 


Foul Pasig 

After I came back from Bangkok, Thad 
the chance to take a quick ferry ride 
across the Pasig, I had written about this 
ina previous article. 

* Of course, the trip was not at all ro- 
mantic! But it was still interesting to see 
how the city looks from the water. 

I noticed that like Bangkok some old 
houses faced the Pasig. It was probably 
‘once quite pleasant to live right on the 
banks, 

Districts like Quiapo were veined with 
little branches of the river called esteros. 
These used to help cool the city. Little 
‘oats could deliver goods right to one's 
door step. 

Professor Butch Zialcita writes about 
how lovely it was to have an estero be- 
hind your room. His grandmother even 
used to catch fish for the family dinner 
from her window in their Quiapo resi- 
dence. Sadly our esteros are now clogged 
with garbage. 

In contrast, I once visited a gracious 
Bangkok home (the Jim Thompson house) 
made even more charming because of its 
pleasant proximity to the Thai equivalent 
ofthe estero, called the klong. 

Tam told that, at one time, Magsaysay 


Lines tried to revive the Pasig River fer- 
ries. This was a move designed to pro- 
vide alternative transportation means, 
helping to decongest our roads. 

‘One of the reasons why the ferries 
‘were never popular was the fact that the 
passengers found the smell of the foul 
‘waters so offensive! 

So, why is the Chao Phraya so much a 
part of Bangkok life while our Pasig is so 
neglected? I can imagine that the rea- 
sons are legion. But as my friend Anne 
Young once commented, if more people 
(especially among our elite) found use 
for the rivers, if the rivers were really 
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part of our lives, the more reason we 
would have to keep them clean. 

‘We can really see that, unlike Manila, 
Bangkok maximizes its rivers. There are 
many ferries, there are many parks and 
cafés beside the water. 


Endangered park 

A final example will help show how 
important it is to reorient ourselves 
again toward our rivers. A valiant group 
of people called the Winner Foundation 
has been struggling to save а little forest 
patch called the Arroceros Park right on 
the bank of the Pasig. This verdant en- 


clave is one of the last green lungs of the 
чу. 

My mother loves to tell me about 
watching families stroll beneath the 
trees and cool themselves in the river 
breezes. She enjoys witnessing the artists 
who find sanctuary in the park as they 
paint views ofthe Pasi 

‘Yet even as I write this, the park is in 
danger! The city government plans to 
erect a new building in the park, thus 
compromising the future of the forest. 

How sad that the importance of this 
little green refuge is so undervalued. We 
should see it as an essential resource to 
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STATELY buildings along. 
Bangkok's Chao Phraya River 


develop an ecological awareness among 
our youth so that they see how intercon- 
nected everything is: the city, the people, 
the trees and even the river. 

With such an awareness being en- 
hanced by little pockets like the Arro- 
ceros, perhaps we can dream of a better 
time in the future when our rivers are 
alive again. 

We could spend the day with the 
whole family taking relaxing cruises (no 
road traffic messes, no parking hassles!) 
and stopping at points along the route to 
see a puppet show or visit a museum. 
Why not? 


AAP awards ceremonies 


set on Dec. 17 at GSIS 


THE ART Association of the 


Roxas Boulevard, Manila. 


honorable mention prizes. 


cille Guidote-Alvarez. 


The NCCA is one of the princi- 
pal sponsors of the AAP Annual 
while the GSIS has served zs the. 


Philippines (ААР) will formally 
confer the awards and prizes (огы 
Де AAP Annual Art Competition, , 
оп Dec. 17, 6 p.m., at the GSIS 

Museo ng Sining, Finance Center, 


ААР president Fidel Sarmiento 
said the various winners in the 
categories of painting, mixed me- 
dia, sculpture, drawing, digital 
ап, photography and printmak- 
ing will be announced and hon- 
огей during the ceremonies. 

Certificates of recognition will 
also be given to winners of the 


Guests of honor during the cer- 
emonies are NCCA chair Evelyn 
Pantig and executive director Ce- 


AAP president Fic 

regular venue of the AAP Annual, 

which will be on view until the 

end of December. 
Call 3030907 

2765280. 


or 0918- 


Book relives 


the romance of 


| 


the abaca trade 


REVISIT the golden era of the lo- 
cal abaca trade and catch snippets 
of historic events in Spanish-era 
Philippines with the new book 
“Across the Seas: Three Brothers 
Find New Lives in Colonial Philip- 


pines" by Antonio Sievert. 


Published by New Day Publish- 
ers, the 228-page book isa histor- 
ical narrative about the saga of 
Sievert brothers—Carlos, 
Jorge and Jose—who left their 
home in Cadiz, Spain, toward the 
turn of the century for the Philip- 
pine Islands in search of a more 


the 


rewarding life, 


In their sojourn, the brothers 
met Don Andres Reyes, an abaca 
trader from Samar, and learned 
from him their adopted country's 
turbulent past which affect both 
Christians and Muslims, an 
cultural and economie transfor- 


mation. 


The Sieverts then become one 
of the major players in the abaca 
industry in Samar province, re- 
garded as one of the archipela- 


go's abaca capitals. 


The book traces the route of 
the abaca trade and provides the. 
reader with a vivid account of 
how abaca or Manila hemp, came 
into prominence as an export 
commodity sought worldwide. 


But more than the account of the 
abaca trade, Sievert provides a 
perspective of Philippine history 
from a personal glimpse of a his- 
torical drama as it unfolds, is 
recorded and handed down from 
one generation to another. 

Tt is this personal glimpse that 
provides the reader with a front- 
seat view of how the country's po- 
litical, social and economic devel- 
opment evolved. The author 
highlights the inner strength and 
spirit of a people who had sur. 
vived the rigors of political and 
economic transformation called 
development. à 

‘A descendant of the book's 
main characters, the Flo 
based author has traveled the 
world as a civil engineer, but was 
always curious about his peculiar 
Filipino-Spanish heritage. 

‘The quest for answers took him 
to Spain on numerous occasions 
since 1977. Now retirement has 
given him the opportunity to ful- 
fill che dream of telling his for 
bear's story set in a chapter of his 
homeland's history. 

"Across the Seas" is available at 
leading book stores nationwide, 
Call 9288046 and 9275982 or e- 
mail newdayorders@ed- 
samail.com-ph, 
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“MARANAO (Naghinoktok)” 


Crayola 
Julie Lluch E 


at Duemila xs 


GALLERIA Duemila (SM Mega- y ы 
mall) mounts Julie Lluch’s “Terra- The Power of Creativity. 
cotta" on Dec. 15. The show con- 
Bists of sculptures of Maranao 
women calculated to spark con- 
templation. 

In the full figure sculptures like “Maranao 
(Nagpahulay)” and “Maranao (Nangadhi),” 
Lluch portrays the women in various stages of 
repose—sitting, squatting and sleeping. As 
sculpted the women come across as strong 
and solid. They are shrouded in veils and. 
cloth yet the roundness of their bodies can be 
discerned -under the intricately rendered 
folds. 

The terracotta technique enhances the 
earthiness of the women. Lluch worked on 
the sculpture from life and pictures. The 
mass and volume of the pieces are expertly 
handled that they give the works a riveting X 
presence. Lluch also painted on some of the 
sculptures. 

An AB Philosophy graduate from the Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas, Lluch is also а design. ['&meeermesemeemsesuro uum semet emen — re 
erand filmmaker. E au 

Call 6343261, 8319990, 6336687 or 
6343261. 
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Concert evokes 
Russian magnificence 


NAME Hila eminent performances featuring 
Contribute both foreign and local artists. 

Its survival speaks of the strong determina- 
S INCE its founding in 1998, tion of its founder, Rodel E Colmenar, togeth- 


the Manila Philharmonic Or- ег with the musicians, to make MPO one of 
" 'untrys major orchestras, playing the 
разво ee ey epe Mesue music 


pursued its mission of enriching fois growing audience 
RUSSIAN conductor Mark Kadin and Rodel Е Colmenar the local music concert scene with. CONCERT/E 


Though young, 
conductor 
Kadin was able 
to convey 

the true spirit 
of Tchaikovsky's 
music 


THIS CHRISTMAS, THE MORE YOU SHOP, 
THE MORE YOU SAVE! 
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Go cashless shopping through 
BPI's Express Payment System and * 


when you shop at SM Department Stores and Г 
retail affiliates using your ВРІ Express Teller and i 
Banco De Oro Smarteller ATM Cards. 
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UST Singers in concert 


THE UNIVERSITY of Santo 
Tomas Singers, in coopera- 
tion with the Philippine Hi: 
torical Association, Nation- 
al Historical Institute and 
PhilAm Life, presents “Cele- 
bremos: The UST Singers 
Homecoming Concert,” on 
Dec. 18, at the PhilAm Life 
Auditorium. 

“Celebremos,” as its name im- 
plies, celebrates the UST Singers’ as- 
tounding success in their eight- 
month world tour that started last 
March and ended in November and 


d т covered Europe, US, Mexico and 
THE UST Singers recently received the highest prize at the Montreaux festival in Switzerland. Canada. 


Thursday Club holds 


THE THURSDAY Club of writers, 
journalists, politicians and busi- 
nessmen recently held its quarterly 
musical soirée at the Myther Club. 
Featured was soprano Stella Cristo- 


7. . ADRIAN 
Cristobal Sr. 
Myther 
к 
MANILA Mayor Lito Atienza, Ambassador Antonio Cabangon Chua and former. 
senator Heherzon Alvarez 


MANNY Garcia. 


and PCSO chair 
Sergio Valencia 


D: 
ADRIAN 
Cristobal Jr. 


Asia Pacific's most prestigious 


Under the baton of professor Fi- 
del Gener Calalang Jr., professor at 
the UST Conservatory of Music, the 
UST Singers will show in the three- 
part concert why they are a much- 
applauded and awarded chorale 
both here and abroad. 

The UST Singers are known 
worldwide for their genius in the art 
of chorale music. 

In the last tour alone, they were 
given the Excellence with Distinc- 
tion prize and the Ville de Vevey spe- 
cial prize for best interpretation and 
best programming at the Montreaux 
International Choral Competition in 
Switzerland. 

They were the Best Choir at the 
World Choral Festival in Puebla, 


fitness competition now on its 10th year! 


Mexico. They were also honored їп 
Honolulu, Hawaii by Mayor Jeremy 
Harris who proclaimed Aug. 20 as 
UST Singers Day. 

The group was the second Fil- 
ipino artistic act to be given such an 
honor. 

“Celebremos” aims to bring to 
light the excellence of the UST 
Singers as well as share with the 
home crowd their success, and to 
express their gratitude to all their 
families, friends and supporters 
who have helped them in their 
world tour. 

Tickets are sold at P200 for free 
seating and P1,000 for reserved 
seating. Call 5366373 or 0915- 
5812097. 
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COLMENAR and homegrown pianist Ingrid 
Sala Santamaria 


Concert evokes 
Russian 
magnificence 


From pageEl 


Recently the orchestra wowed Manila's 
music lovers who watched the fourth in its 
current concert season series in PhilAm Life 
Theater. 

‘The concert featured an all-Russian pro- 
gram. "The Magnificent Russia" combined the 
talents of young Russian conductor Mark 
Kadin and homegrowm pianist Ingrid Sala 
Santamaria, 

‘The audience turnout was impressive—the 
hall nearly filled to capacity. 


Authoritative 

Easily, Kadin eared the admiration of the 
audience with his authoritative wielding of the 
baton. Tehaikowskys Coronation March was 
rendered with grandeur, festively played in a 
lush, palpable sound. The audience knew at 
once that Kadin was a conductor of conse- 
quence— indeed, a formidable one. 

‘Youthful dynamism marked his reading of 
another Tehaikovsky work, the mighty Sym- 
phony No. 5 in E. Minor, Op. 64, the 

'evening's main symphonic fare. He avoided 

Sgriteness; instead, he infused much exuber- 
"ance to the generally forlorn disposition of 
the piece. 

"The pacing did not drag, allowing the un- 
hampered flow of the lyrical thematic ideas 
that surged into dramatic climaxes. Generally 

*the flavor was Russian, bold and daring. 

Kadin let a glimmer of buoyant optimism 
surface amid the tragic foreboding of the 
piece, giving the audience a grand time of 
festive listening. 

"The first movement was expressively lyri- 
cal, with the main idea announced gallantly; 
the second movement, thank goodness, did 
not drag, unfolding in а limpid andante, not 
adagio. 


True Russian spirit 

The conductor, being a Russian, truly con- 
veyed the essential Tehaikovskian spirit. In 
the hands of other conductors, the movement 
‘would have sounded trite and dragging. 

Colmenar, of course, intoned one of the 
loveliest melodies ever scored for a solo hom, 
о haunting and noble; the third heightened 
with marvelous ensemble playing. The final 

gnovement was triumphantly sounded with 
stunning intensity. 

Despite some inconsistencies, Santamaria's 
ienditon of Rachmaninoffs Concerto No.3 
elicited warm applause from the audience. 

‘Admittedly the performance was Santa- 
тапа first attempt, She played not on a 
grand Steinway but on a parlor-sized Kawai. 
Perhaps, adjustments did not work out. 

It has now become necessary for pianists to 
let their fingers skim over unresponsive keys of 
available pianos in Manila's major theaters. 

There is no doubt that, in time, Santamaria 
will master the piece. In fact, I am dying to 
"hear it played in her next Concerto journey 
next year, 
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Our printers aren't just faster, easier & more efficient, they'll also take you 


farther with P500 woi 


Experience superior HP image and printing technology only from the leader. HP Photosmart Printers 
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at ibang kasama nito. 
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Prepaid 


bring you the latest craze 
from Gift Gate! 


Moleso) no. — {SMART Kid Prepaid gives you a chance to win a 


, McDonald's Birthday Party Package worth P5,000! | | 


a 
И " SMART Kid gives you a chance to celebrate your birthday with | | 
TES FREE nues Meal with Hello Kg F A 0 24 d your favorite McDonald's characters for FREE! Every purchase | | 
or Racing Turbo Car when you get a SMART Kid fean > 1 of SMART Kid Prepaid SIM at any McDonald's outlet entitles 
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Why live 
in a 
shoebox? 


When you can have all this space for а lot less, 
right in the heart of Alabang. 


Welcome to The Mondian, a low- 
density, 22-storey condominium. 
Each floor has a maximum of 9 


units only. Units are spacious and 


thc 


7 


oversized with individual terraces. Strategically located In 


ur 
7 


"Fi 
HH 


if 
[74712 


prestigious Filinvest Corporate City -- some of the finest malls, 
schools, churches, and country clubs are within the Immediate. 


vicinity. All this for a price that gives unbelievably more value 


FI 


per square meter than other residences. For as low_as 


PERI 


P10,000.00 a month. Construction Is now 85% completed. 


Ls 
THE MONDRIAN 
RES | DOE NCC E S 
The Art of Liberating Space 
Owner: JRB Land, Inc. Ш Project Proponent: AAM ARDEN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CORP 


Fillnvest Corporate City. Alabang, Muntinlupa 
Telephone no. (632) 8070111 Ш www.ardendevoorp.com 


Digital Printing * Cameras & 
Accessories and more! 
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By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


HE LATE Wilfrido D. 

Nolledo was one of the 

bright lights of the 
Philippines Free Press maga- 
zine during the 1960s, along 
with (the late) National Artist 
Nick Joaquin, fictionist Grego- 
rio C. Brillantes and poet Jose 
Е Lacaba. 

Nolledo wrote journalistic articles, 
plays, screenplays and novels; but he is 
best known as a short-story writer 

His first novel was “But for the 
Lovers,” published in the US during the 
1970s, a kind of surrealist tale about 
‘World War Il which included some Taga- 
log words and phrases. 

“1 insisted to the American publisher 
that these be retained as is,” 1 recall 
Nolledo saying that once. 

The copy of the novel that 1 read was 
Nick Joaquin's copy, ent to me by a col- 
league, Billy Lacaba. And I remember 
there was this beautiful dedication from 
Nolledo to Joaquin, in which the former 
said, "We have kept the faith." 

1 first met Nolledo, whom his friends 
called Ding, during the early 1970s 
shortly after martial law had been im- 
posed upon the country. 

I would often go then to Johnny Lit- 
ton's Mever Films, located at the pent- 
house of Avenue Hotel in downtown 
Manila, to visit friends Frankie 
Clemente and Greg Marquez. They were 
the ones who informed me that Ding 
Nolledo was holed up in the hotel writ- 
ing screenplay fora Tagalog movie. 

So I looked up the distinguished writ- 
er and made his acquaintance, if пог 
friendship. We would chat about litera- 
ture and matters of mutual interest. 
Then I asked him to write an introduc- 
tion to my first collection of short stories 
(which had been aborted by martial 
Taw). 
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Ding agreed, but never got around to 
it. Twas displeased, and indicated this 
over the phone; some words were ex- 
changed and then I hung up. 

Upset, I reported the matter to 
Frankie, who reprimanded me: "Why 
are you writers like that? You're all so 
sensitive, onion-skinned, ete.” 

did not hear from Ding again; rather, 
Ding did not hear from me again until 
several years later when he became a 
managing editor (Teddy Berbano was 
the editor) of the Sunday supplement of 
the Times-Journal. 

The matter or nonmatter of my 
ilustrado rudeness, and the intro that 
never was, was apparently forgotten: 
and Ding was kind enough to publish 
several of my articles and reviews. 

Later, Ding went back to the US, and 
there was no further communication be- 
tween us. Earlier this year, and before 
the official announcement, with sadness 
1 learned about his passing away from 
mutual friend Pete Lacaba. 

These little reminiscences have, of 
course, been occasioned by the recent 
launching of Nolledo's "Cadena de Amor 
and Other Stories” (UST Publishing 
House, 2004, 256 pages; tel.7313522 or 
4061611 loc. 8252 or 8278), with a 
foreword by foremost literary historian- 
and Nolledo's pal during UST days-Bi- 
envenido Lumbera. 

‘The 16 stories are arranged chrono- 
logically, and with each tale, you see 
Nolledo's talent unfolding, on the way to 
his becoming a major storyteller. 

‘One of the early stories is “Maria Con- 
cepdon (1959). It is a dream of a 
tale—literally. It is the phantasmagorical 
story of Alfonso, wearing long pants for 
the first time, fantasizing about Maria, 
16, a mestiza, and transforming her intoa 
‘murderous seducer. Here we see Nolledo 
beginning to master his craft. 

"Adios Ossimandas" is a tender, sensi- 
tive story about Clara, a young Fil-Am 
writer in Bloomington, USA, at the start 
of World War П, and the boy Ossiman- 
das, a 19-year-old war hero who makes 
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Nolledo: A tribute 
and memoir 


a profound impact on her. 

‘With the justly famous "Rice Wine,” 
Nolledo's ability peaked. This is a flori 
melodramatic story of Santiago, who 
served as a courier for Aguinaldo during 
the Revolution and who, decades later, 
їп a time of hunger, plunges into the 
dark night of his soul. 

“Diwata, Where She Walked” is a 
melancholy, haunting tale set during the 
time of the boat people of Vienam and 
the war in Cambodia. It follows the for- 
tunesand misfortunes of Diwata атк 
son, who is half-Kampuchean. Ther 
material here for a novel or a full-length 
film. 

“Canticle for Dark Lovers,” another 

mous story, is lyrical, erotic and vio- 

It is about the tortured relationship 
reen the young stud-toughie De Leo, 


who fought as a child in WWII, and the . 


unnamed widow who is his lover. 

"Don't Sing Love Songs You'll Wake 
My Mother” tells of a wild, surrealist 
night on the town with the boys—re- 
porters aching to be creative writ- 
ers—replete with puns and literary al- 
lusions. It is probably semi-autobio- 
graphical 

In the title story, the main image is a 
garden where the dead are buried under 
the cadena de amor. It is the garden of a 
rural hospital where two young doctors 
are fighting to save the life of a lonely, el- 
дегу Spaniard with a colorful past. Con 
pleting the quartet is a young singer-hos- 
pital aide who isa Pinay Lolita. 

‘Another tortured love story unfolds in 
“Amor de la Calle” between two literate 
young people: Тепее, who has just 
turned 20, and Orgi, a wild young man 
on the road to self-destruction as he 
searches for а father’s love. 

Isubmit that Nolledo's reputation as a 
writer will rest on the novel "But for the 
Lovers” and these eight stories. 

You may occasionally wince at the 
puns (and some typos) but many of 
these stories are bravura performances 
in words. This is word magic, and Nolle- 
doisa prince of literary hype. 
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TWO tru inspirational 
books that can be thoughtful 
holiday gifts. 

“True Love” by Thich Nhat Hanh 
teaches us how to practice awakening 
the heart. As it says, "training is needed 
in order to love properly; and to be 
able to give happiness and joy, you 
must practice deep looking toward the 
person you love... Understanding is the 
essence of love.” 


Holiday inspirationals 


“Rise, Let Us Be on Our Way” by 
Pope John Paul Il reminds us of the mo- 
ment Jesus said to His closest disciples, 
Peter, James and John, in Gethsemane, 
"Rise, let us be on our way" (Mark 
14:42). 

‘This touching and inspiring book by 
the Holy Father reminds us that we 
‘must be willing to leave everything and. 
to walk with God. 

Available at National Book Store. 


Musicat holds auditions 


MUSICAT will hold auditions for Ryan 
Cayabyab and Noel Balmaceda's “Alik- 
abok" and Nonoy Gallardo and Waya 
Gallardo's “Saranggola ni Pepe The Musi- 
cal” on Dec. 16, 2-8 pam., at 4/F MKP 
Room of the Cultural Center of the Philip- 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila. 
d by “La Bulaqueña,” 


hanging in the Malacafiang Palace, is 
the story of a turn-ofthe-century Filipina 
ilustrada, Bising Vallejo, who turns her 
back on a comfortable life to passionately 

race the fight of the Katipunan for the 
country's independence. 

“Saranggola ni Pepe " is about a boy 
who accidentally saves Saranggola Land 
from the clutches of King Kapre and his 
minions. 


CRIS Villonco 
as Bidingand 


Simeon in 
“Alikabok” 


Audition is open to male and female 
actors, aged 16-30, who can sing, dance 
and act, speak fluently in Filipino and En- 
glish, and with great personality and 
stage presence. 

Call 7231765, 7231845 and 7217229. 
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message to the advertisers, 


Encourage more ads that are good for the soul. 
Vote for those that best promote Filipino values. 
Choose from the four commercials above. 

1- Opening by McDonald's 

2 - Novena by Jollibee 

3 - Diwata by Fita Biscuits 

4 - Balikbayan by Petron 


Simply text ARAW-<space># of your 
choice/Name/Age and send to 2331 
for GLOBE, TOUCH MOBILE and 
SUN CELLULAR and 231 for SMART, 
ADDICT MOBILE and TALK n' TEXT. 
өх: ARAW 1/Shery! Ramos/18 


Voting ends midnight of 
14 December 2004, 
P2501 text 
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New book 
Mayuga 


by Sylvia 


SYIVIA — Mayuga's 
"Between the Cen- |. 
turies,” published р 
by the University of | 
the Philippines } 
Press, gathers her 
columns, articles, f: 
books and art re- f 
views, most of 
them published in E 
the Philippine Dai- { 
ly Inquirer from Ё 
the ‘90s to the pre- | 
sent. р 
This is journalism at [. 
its best, journalism in § 
the tradition of Nick | 
Joaquin, ` Kerma 
Polotan, Gregorio Bril- 
lantes, and Pete Laca- f 
ba; of Carmen Guer- 
rero Nakpil and John- v 
ny Gatbonton; of the f 
pre-martial law Free 4 
i 
H 


Press, Graphic, Mani- 
la Chronicle and 
Manila Times—jour- 
nalism as social his- 
tory, journalism as 
literature. 

The essays in this 
book document the 
author's many caus- 
es, advocated in her inimitable style, which 
combines hard facts, urban legend and lo- 

. cal lore, with language capable of clean, 
crisp exposition as well as of vivid, even 
lyrical narrative. 

They discuss contemporary economic is- 
sues in a manner which will enable even 
dummies among her readers to make sense 
of them. They comment wryly on events 
unfolding in the global village, and in our 
‘own front yards, with imagination and in- 
sight. 

They review recent books, in a manner 
that remind one that the best reviews are 
also political, social or literary commen- 


S¥LV 


tary. Finally, they dip into the personal, 
sketching a grandchild, a dear friend, a de- 
parted lover, but never crossing the line in- 
to the self-indulgent or mawkish. 

Says Ramon Magsaysay awardee Sheila 
Coronel, "Reading Sylvia Mayuga is like 
taking a dive into the unknown. Be pre- 
pared for surprises... The result is daz- 
zling." 

The book sells for P480 at the UP Press 
Bookstores in UP Diliman, UP Davao and 
UP Baguio, in Popular, Powerbooks, Aeon, 
Magnet, and most branches of National 
Book Store. 
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Upgrade to the new Nokia 2600. Enjoy full color while you communicate 


more effectively with its powerful texting features. 


Enjoy color with its Preloaded Themes, Wallpapers, Animated Screensavers and Games • Do more with the convenience 
of its user-friendly Nokia Menu * Stay mobile and productive with its Calendar with Alarms/Reminders, New Spreadsheet, 
Countdown Timer and Stopwatch 
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for their sexier curves: Marie France. This X mas, treat yourself to 


a slimmer'shape with this special promo: / 
E 5 К 


Enroll now and get З FREE PLASTI-DERMI Avail of our X'mas offer and reveal a new, sexier you for the 


TREATMENTS (Varie France's "non-surgical liposuction] coming new year. Call Marie France today! 
technology’) from Dec. 13-18, 2004 only! 


Reversible 
books 


TWO charm- 
ing reversible 
books writ- 
ten by Laura 
Numeroff 
and illustrat- 
ed by Lynn 
Munsinger 
are now 
available at ,| 
National 
Book Store. 
Parents 
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a lor of things, 
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IF YOU CAN'T TASTE 


THE CI 


ERRY BRANDY | 


BLACK FOREST, 


YOU GOT YOURSELF 
A BROWNIE, 


The loneliest cake in the world has kept 
us ‘and Germany smiling proudly. 
The Black Forest Region or Der 
Scwarzwald located in the Ў 
state of Baden- 
Wurttemberg evokes 
darkness and mystery. Like Bl 
in any romantic fairy tale 
of epic proportions, the 
bleak woodlands are 
portrayed with 
Waldeinsamkeit or forest-loneliness. 
Famous for its sour Morel cherries and 
Kirschor Kirschwasser or cherry brandy, 
the forest inspired the creation of a torte 
that has. angst. (German for anguish.) 


Baked with chocolate and cream, 
the sorrowful cake surprisingly stirs much 
enjoyment despite its dark origin. 

Now, if you can’t taste 
this delightful pain and 
bitterness, that’s no 
Scwarzwalderkirschtortein. 
(Or Black Forest Cherry 

M Torte.) That's just a regular, 
live-for-the-day, non-event 

brownie you're having. 

Bring home the real thing. Bring home our 

Black Forest and have an adventure. 
And discover why great cakes deserve 
a red ribbon. 


> 25 YEARS OF 
6000 MOOD FOOD 

It all started as a little family affair. An 
enterprising housewife thought of selling her 
baked goods to friends. But the goodies turned 
out to be sell outs, Demand boomed as friends 
of the friends became converts and eventually 
regular patrons. 

АП along the | 

frenzied baking, 

the husband and 

sons boxed the 

goodies and tied 

them with red ribbons, (They can't 

lay the icing but can engineer 

boxes out of white cartons and tie 

fabulous knots as well.) 

So, the mystic behind the name is revealed. 
And the ribbon rolled on. Shortly, in 1979, 
the first Red Ribbon bakeshop opened 
at the corner of Timog Avenue. A year after, 
3 more branches cropped up. Today, there 
are over 100 outlets all over the country 
and 16 in California. 

And the numbers are, gaining. The menu 
carries as many as 130 products. Not only 
cakes but popular snacks are included. 
Employee headcount started out as 7 and 
grew to over 2,000. Annual gross sales of 
2 billion is expected to close year 2004. 
And numbers will add up next year as 
20 more outlets happen soon. 


DID WHAT? DONE THAT! 


Red Ribbon Milestones 


March 1979 
First branch opened along Timog 


April 1984 
First US branch opened along 
West Covina, California 


December 1987 
First branch in SM Malls opened 


June 1994 
First branch in the Visayas area. 
opened at SM Cebu 


December 1996 
First branch in Mindanao opened 
in Cagayan de Oro 


October 1997 
The 5" store in the US opened in 
San Bruno, Northern California 


December 1998 
The 25" store opened іп Calamba 


September 1999 
First franchised branch'opened 
in Bicutan 


May 2001 
The 10" store in the US opened їп 
Glendale 


> YUBE USA! 

In 1984, West Covina got its first taste of 
Yube (slang for ube) cake and America got 
hooked. It was another family affair as.the 
missis, the hubby and dedicated relatives 
worked themselves to the bone hauling flour 
bags, kneading, mixing and icing into the 
‘night to rise up early the next day and 
tend store. 

How did they fare? Well, the Pinoy-Ams 
adored the light, moist, heavenly cake 
delicacies which gave them a refreshing break 
from the heavy and sticky All-American cakes. 


a Suto вало USA: 


But the Am—Ams got Yube'd too! 

In по time, Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood 
warmed to a Red Ribbon branch. Screen icons 
dropped-in to break the ice of Halo-Halo and 
took home empanadas, mamon, taisan or 
chocolate cake. The Red Ribbon version 
became much coveted over the rich, Yank 
chocolate classic. 

And lately... 

California is now Red Ribboned. From West 
“Covina to Sacramento. But it will be... 

"YUBE USA! 

In5 years, a total of 40 branches will sprout 
in the East and West Coasts. Central, 
Vancouver, Toronto and Chicago are also 
included in the hit lists. 


> ~~ WIN WIN! 


Sorie prestigious awards 
reaped along the way: 


1990 : Made the covers of 
The Los Angeles Times Magazine 


2002 : Outstanding Phil-based 
International Business and 
Most Outstanding Bakeshop 
(Consumer's Union of the Philippines) 


2002 : Most Outstanding Filipino. 
Franchise of the Year 
(Philippine Franchise Association) 


2004 : Most Outstanding Bakeshop 
(Consumer's Union of the Philippines) 


2004 : Finalist for Most Outstanding 
Filipino Franchise 


b DARE ТО CARE 
Pusong Mamon is having a soft spot for the 
= young Filipinos.We believe in helping them 
* develop skills for them to land better jobs. 
Our mission statement, "We are a leading 
growing and profitable bakeshop in the service. 
of God and community,” expresses our role 
of making life better not only for our 
employees and our consumers but 
also for those in:need of aid. 
It’s a hands-on participation on 
the following social work 
projects: 
* Skills development program 
for the deprived youth of 
provincial schools and centers in 
Punlaan, Anihan, Dualtech, Tuloy 
Po Sa Don Bosco Foundation, 
ERDA and Banilad Center 
in Сери. 
= We also tied up with Couples 
for Christ's Gawad Kalinga 
éducation program for pre- 
schoolers in our Red Ribbon's 
Abot Kamay Program (AKAP). 


Through AKAP, we contribute to the 
learning of pre-schoolers among 14 Gawad 
Kalinga sites where the poorest of the poor 
are given a chance to break the cycle of 
poverty through the education and values 
formation of their children. 


Melting all those petty quarrels and little wa: 


©» 


Baking a most delicious peace with Red Ribbon. 


e 


_ BUTTER: 


v CATS ARCH THEIR BACKS 
ARO RAISE THEIR FUR 
70 LOOK BICCER WHEN 
FACED WITH А 208, 


SOME CAKES ARCH THEIR 


(Philippine Franchise Association) 


© 


A CUSTOMER. 
TRICKERY! TRICKERY! TRICKERVI 


b S’MORE STORES 

Some reasons why you’d want to be our 
franchisee: 

We were voted as the most outstanding 
Filipino franchise of the year by The Philippine 
Franchise Association (PFA) in the Franchise- 
Excellence Awards. This happens to be the 
most prestigious and only official award of 
distinction given by the only internationally- 
recognized franchise association in the country. 

We have developed systems that are 
standards of operations committed to 
cleanliness and quality service. A two-month 
training is supplemented by an on-going 
consultation support. 

The average payback is 5 years but some 
franchisees recovered investments in 
2 yearstime. 


> FEEDBACK 


1 discovered that opening a store only required « 
ап investment of only half of what burger 
chains required. The revenues of my first 
two stores reached the same level as these 
burger chains. Systems and support were * | 
зо efficient it only took me 3 short years 9 
10 open 4 outlets with ease. 


Mr. Leonard Espinosa 
Franchisee since 2001 


> 
ГМЕ АМО RAISE THEIR | 
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Measure the cake. Not the icing. 

Baking is as exact as engineering. And the'basic 
equation goes: flour and eggs for structure. Fat and 
sugar for tenderness. 

Professional bakers wouldn't dream of trying to 
bake a cake without "doing the Math” first. Too much 
of the structure-building flour and eggs will make the 
cake tough and dry. Too much moistening fats and 
sugars will make it collapse. 

The sugar should weigh the same as the flour. 
The eggs should weigh the same as the butter, 

If we don't do our daily algebra and calculus of 
eggs, flour, sugar and all, we are not worthy to be 


called bakers. And if we cheat with, the correct 
proportions, we should go to jail. Which is why our 
cake is not buried in icing. We painstakingly baked 
that cake and it's unthinkable to hide it under all 
that goo. ү 

The next time you buy a cake, bring а ruler. 
Or bring an engineer. Or Alfred Einstien. If not, bring 
home our Coffee Crunch and the rest of our line up. 
They all measure up to the best. And you'll discover 
why great cakes deserve a red ribbon. 


> NEWS MEWS! XD > FOOT BOOT 

Our latest picks: Ж It’s football for a cause as we sponsor The Red Ribbon { 
The Branch Crunch: You can place your order in a branch that's close to your Football Fiesta for 8-13 yéar-old boys from 29 provinces ` 
workplace and pick it up at the branch close to your home. Ў = nationwide. This is in tandem with the Philippine Football 
Christmas Treats: Every P200 gift certificate comes with a Hallmark greeting card. Federation’s bid to revive youth football where Filipinos can 
For Misa de Gallo: Selected outlets-near churches open as early as Sam. L AR become world champions 


vr S CHRISTMAS EVE POTLUCK: YOU CAN T COOK. AND YOUR 
щш MOTHER-IN-LAW HASN T RECOVERED FROM MENOPAUSE. 
BRING THIS. OUR PREMIUM ENSAYMADA. 


‚ OWL ORDER IT FOR DINE-IH BREAKFAST AND GET FREE HOT пп ay, peto 


dust how pure is 9t. Nicholas inside? 
Woll, hes 100% chocolate, 


b MORE 600D WILL | 
FROM OUR PARTNERS 


‘And many thanks for taking us to our 25! year. 

* KLG International Inc. 

* Link Import- Export Enterprise n 
* Nan Foods Corp. 

+ Purechem Corp. 

* Scala Printing and Packaging 

* Trans World Trading Co. Inc 

* Fortune Packaging Corp. 


1 end NA. 9ра f -Faso соттоп 
| being, manic depressive, > MORE WELL WISHERS! ; 


GTGF Food Corp. 
Super Dough Food and Catering Corp. 


we 2 slice or two. ate a т 


Van Harsen Farms Corp. 
ly Peotraco Industries Inc. 
Our Chocolate Mousse e relieves stress. It slso eases bitterness, soothes the nerves and Increases your body's happy c pce on 
chemistry for brighter. more loving dispositions. Bring It home and find out why great cakes deserve 2 ved ribbon. B aig und eye his 
Fompac Plastic Corp. 
Absolute Sales Corp. 
Sysu International 
ASCO Marketing 
Del Monte Phils. Inc. 
Intersource Commodities Inc. 
Edward Keller Phils. Inc. 
PTC Commercial Corp. 
BonPack Corp. 
Puratos Phils., Inc. 
Tri- Excel Manufacturing Corp. 
United Asia International 
Styrotech Corp. 
QC Styropackaging Corp. 
RECPC, Inc. 
Everfortune 
Fabtech 
Handyware 


а 


Our. Инал cale bake * 


ке Always freshly baked and never a wrinkle with Red Ribbon. 


—————————————— MÀ 


funny how the relationship is st = 
when the meats it's based on аге „р е 


| 
| 
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Chocolate brown is the anti-thesis of blue. 


«СШЩ Ekina ooo: moods together with Red Ribbon. 


лока —— 


AUSTRALIA 
HARVEST 


OATMEAL 


Flavor. Above oll else. 


IDEAL MACARONI & SPAGHETTI FACTORY, INC. 
33 Luna II Street, San Agustin, Malabon City 
Tel. Nos.: 281-5967/ 2815615/ 281-8842 
Fax No: 2814674 Email: info@ideaimacaroni.com 
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Special PROJECT 


Golden Shell Awards 


Excellence in Exports 


Inspiring players in 


IT HAS given recognition to the most out- 
standing companies that did extremely well. 
in the export industry. It never failed to take 
notice of organizations that made a difference 
and helped uplift the level of businesses in the 
country to compete with international coun- 
terparis. 

The Golden Shell Award is considered to be 
the country's most celebrated export award 
given to homegrown enterprises. 

A Filipino-owned company that has an im- 
pressive track record for five succeeding years 
qualifies for an Excellence Award. This is giv- 
en to export manufacturers and service ex- 
porters who have displayed exceptional per- 
formance in design, manufacturing, and mar- 
keting. 

While the “rookies” or new players that 
have made their presence felt and have inno- 
vated in design, packaging, manufacturing 
process, product or service development, 
product or service improvement, technology, 
or the originality in use of indigenous materi- 
als qualify for the Rising Star Citation. 

‘On the other hand, people, projects or pro- 


grams by local and international organiza- 
tions and institutions that have made a signif- 
icant impact on the development of the 
Philippine export industry is recognized 
through the Export Development Citation. 

GSA is an initiative of the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry (DTI), through the Center 
for International Trade Expositions and Mis- 
sions (Citem) to help motivate companies to 
continue their efforts in promoting Philip- 
pine-made products. 

Citem has become a kind of a marketing 
arm of these local companies to represent in 
the international market. It has assisted, espe- 
cially the small and medium enterprises, to 
participate and showcase the Philippine- 
made products in trade fairs, special exhibits, 
in-store promotions, trade missions, and oth- 
er promotional activities here and abroad. 

Citem also organizes local trade fairs and 
missions, implement indusmy development 
programs for promising export products and 
services, coordinate merchandise and technical 
assistance programs and implement other pro- 
grams and activities that impact on exports. 


the export industry 


5 
б & A 4 
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THE 17TH GOLDEN SHELL AWARDEES 

SEATED (from left): Asst. Secretary Felicitas Agoncillo-Reyes, Citem executive director; Undersecretary Thomas G. Aquino, 
International Trade Group, chair, Board of judges; Angelita M. Madulid, deputy executive director, InfoGroup, chair, GSA technical 
screening committee; Carlos A. Pascual, founder, Golden Cane Furniture Manufacturing Corp; Pedro Н. Delantar, president, 
Natures Legacy Eximport Inc; Rufino M. Asi, chair of the board, Ace Apparel Associates Inc; Antonio C. Layug, president, Budji 
Collections; Josephine A. Booth, managing director, Mehitabel Inc. Standing (from left Dean A. Lao Jr, operations manager, 
Chemrez Inc, Charlie P. Villaseñor CPM, DSM president and COO, Transprocure; Alejandro I. Alcantara, executive vice president, 
‘Alsons Aquaculture Corp; Jan Clarence V. Lim, marketing associate Multi-Link Apparel Corp; Jose Marte S. Abueg ll, export trade 
specialist, Monde Nissin Corp; Justino В. Arboleda PhD, CEO, Juboken Enterprises; Eliseo C. reign Buyers 
Association (Fobap); Michael C. Basubas, vice president, Cebu Furniture Industries of the Philippines (CFIP); Jenifer P. Cruz, general 
manager, 33 Point 3 Exports Inc; Seth H. Tugonan, chief finance officer, Raphael Legacy Designs Inc. 


Inside the ‘Shell’: profiles of awardees 


33 Point3 Exports 
Excellence in Manufacturing 
Excellence in Marketing. 


WINNING the Golden Shell Award this year not only 
serves asa form of incentive for 33 Point 3 Exports. it 
also gives all the people behind the company some 
sort of satisfaction “knowing that the company has 
definitely stayed on the right path, and has learned 


from every mistake." 


"This entices us to continue being true to our goal 
of continually coming up with high quality prod- 
ucts," said Jenifer Cruz, general manager of 33 Point 


З Exports, 


33 Point 3 Export manufactures and exports gift 


явав, 
ICID) 


items, fashion accessories, and specializes in finely wo- 
‘ven baskets better known as hapao. It is based in Cebu 
and was established in October 1990. 

"We have introduced һарао to the export market 
around 6 years ago and have since been successful,” 
Cruzsaid. - 

Cruz said the company has also recognized every 
member of the management, its staff, subcons, 
weavers and the entire workforce for their persever- 
ance and hard work. Cruz believes that this has led 
to the company’s gradual but surefire growth. 


Асе Apparel Associates Inc. 
Excellence in Manufacturing 


ITIS the belief in Filipino craftsmanship, eye for de- 
tails, and virtue of patience that led Ace Apparel As- 
sociates Inc (Ace) to be one of the leading children's 
‘wear exporters in the country. 

Established in 1992, Ace now has two factories 
in Batangas and Bacolod. The company makes wo- 
ven apparel and accessories for babies and chil- 
dren. But these are not just children's wear as it is 
embroidered with intricate and finest needlework, 
which usually come with laces. This has been the 
defining style of Ace products. 

Allan Asi, president of Ace Apparel Associates, be- 
lieves diat there are no compromises or shortcuts 
when it comes to customer satisfaction. 


Ace has become the exclusive manufacturer of the 
classic Feluman. The Feltman brand has been in the 
‘American market for more than 80 years. Ace also 
has Friedknit Creations (New York), Mafrat (Italy), 
Mom's Care (Malaysia), and Green Dog (Korea) 
among its roster of satisfied clients. 


Alsons Aquaculture 
Excellence in Manufacturing 
Excellence in Marketing 
Excellence in Design 
Presidential Citation. 
‘A PRODUCT that is consistent in quality doesn't 
INSIDE H2 
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www.cebuexhibition.com 


Waterfront Cebu C 
Lahug, Cebu € 


Congratulations to the 
Cebu Furniture Industries Foundation (CFIF), 


organizer of the Cebu X, for winning the Golden Shell Award 2005 for Export Development 


panaan oranes THEMEN 


RA PE RR STIS EE EATE PDRE A EARANN 


Congratulation to the other winners from the Cebu Home Furnishings Industry: 


Mrs. Josephine A. Booth (Mehitabel Furniture Company, Inc.) - Export Excellence 

Mr. Pedro Delantar (Nature's Legacy Eximport, Inc.) - Manufacturing and Design Excellence 
Mr. Jenifer Cruz (33 Point 3 Exports, Inc.) - Manufacturing and Marketing Excellence 

Mr. Charles A. Belleza (Raphael Legacy Designs, Inc.) - Marketing Excellence 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Special PROJECT 


Inside the ‘Shell’: profiles of awardees 
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CONGRATULATIONS!!! 


33POINT3 EXPORTS INC. 


FOR WINNING THE 17" GOLDEN SHELL AWARDS, 
EXCELLENCE IN MANUFACTURING AND EXCELLENCE 
IN MARKETING. 


33point3 Building 

MLL. Quezon Si, Casuntingan 
Mandave City, Cebu 

Tel. Nos, 344-8831-32 

Fax No 3440518. 

Email: 3iointYeskyineL ner 

Website: www 33p0in.com 


need any strategy to promote, This is the belief 
of Alex Alcantara, executive vice president and 
chief operating officer of Alsons Aquaculture 
Corp. 

"We have a world-class product which we Fil 
ipinos can be proud of,” Alcantara said. 

Even faced with challenges such as stiff com- 
petition from other countries, the company nev- 
ег stopped in developing and improving its 
products which consist mainly of milkfish or 
bangus. Alsons’ Sarangani Bay Brand Bangus 
(Milkfish) has been consistently selling in the 
export market. 

"The company operates in Alabel, Sarangani 
Province, and has marketing offices in Makati 
City, Davao City and General Santos City. 

‘Alsons is just one of the companies under the 
Alcantara Group in Aquaculture which is based 
in Mindanao. The others are Sarangani Agricul- 
tural Company Inc., Finfish Hatcheries Inc., and 
Aquasur Resources Corp. 

"These four companies source out its goods 
from a 315-hectares of ponds for the grow-out 
of milkfish, ара, prawns and other fish 
species; 37,000 cubic meters of open sea cages 
for commercial fish production; 30-hectares of 
finfish hatchery for bangus; and a fish process- 
ing operation mainly engaged in processing of 
milifish into value-added products for the local 
and export markets. 

The Alsons Processing Plant complies with 
the 1509001-2000 standards, the HACCP pro- 
‘cess systems, the SSOP and the GMP programs. 


Chemrez Ine 

Rising Star 

CHEMREZ Inc was established in 1984, and 
now servesa wide variety of industries and mar- 
kets. The company manufactures paint and 
coatings, inks, fiber-reinforced plastics adhe- 
sives, polystyrene, unsaturated polyesters, 
acrylic emulsions, and colorants. 

Chemrez develops and processes custom- 
made products to meet the demands and needs 
оГ the customers. Most of their clients are in- 
volved in assembly and export of electronic of- 
fice equipment and household appliances, food 
packaging, and wire and cable products. 

n order to maintain and further improve the 
quality of its products, the company has an on- 
going product seminars and lectures offering 
lessons on the basic understanding of plastics, 
resins and compounds in terms of product ap- 
plications, technical and economical features. 
‘Advanced technical seminars for specialized ap- 
plications are also conducted to update cus- 
tomers on the latest technology and trends in 
the industry 

‘Chemrez conducts regular visit of marketing, 
technical and production personnel to the cus- 
tomers to ensure that quality is not sacrificed. 


Golden Cane Furniture Manufacturing Corp. 

Excellence in Manufacturing 

Excellence in Marketing 

Excellence in Design 
GOLDEN Cane Furniture Manufacturing Corp. 
was founded in 1987 by Carlos and Frocy Pas- 
cual. Its first location was in Novaliches, Que- 
зоп City Six years later as the business grew it 
transferred йз factory in Clarkfield, Pampanga. 
The years leading to 2002 saw the opening of 
factories in Mabalacat, and Nueva Ecija. 

Carlos and Frocy Pascual filled in the other 
tasks to run the business. Today, they employ 
6,000 workers. Golden Cane is 100-percent Fil- 
ipino-owned and is exclusively in the export 
business. It manufacrures a diverse line of furni- 
ture, home furnishing and accessories. They al 
зо produce house lighting. 

Meral is the main component of the materials, 
used for the Furniture. They are mixed with rat- 
tan, and select species of vines. Frocy said that 
they continuously look for indigenous materials 
in the country which are to be used in weaving. 

їп 1992, only five years in the business Gold. 
en Cane wasa recipient of a Golden Shell Award 
for Excellence i 

Frocy believes in the talent of Filipino design- 
ers. "They are very creative,” Frocy said. 

Most of Golden Cane's exports are in the 
United States but it also serves countries in Asia 
and Europe. 

Frocy said that exporters must look at the to 
tal package of the export industry, "which actu- 
ally Ваза big market share." 

She also encourages them "to lookat the total 
package of exporting. And these include social 
and ethical responsibility and environmental 
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compliance.” 


Juboken Enterprises 

Special Citation - Rising Star 
WHAT was supposed to be an environment- 
friendly project that would help the coconut 
farmers earn more turned out to bea successful 
business venture. 

Juboken Enterprises was born out of a novel 
and noble idea of turning waste into something 
constructive and help alleviate poverty in a ru- 
ral area in Bicol, But it received a cold reception 
from the government and the private sector. But 
the brains behind it could not be discouraged. 
Justino Arboleda, dean of the Bicol University 
College of Agriculture at that time sought the 
help of family and friends. Today, he receives a 
Special Citation from Golden Shell Awards as 
‘one of the Rising Stars in the export industry. 

“itis perhaps this determination to succeed 
and the unquestioning support of my family and 
friends which made us succeed in the end,” said 
Arboleda, who was also one of the pioneers of 
bioengineering in the Philippines. 

Jubokems main products are the environ- 
ment-friendly erosion control and construction 
materials converted from waste coconut husks. 
‘The company exports to countries like Japan 
and the United States. in the local shore, it has 
customers like Ayala Land and Fil-Estate. 

Arboleda is keeping his faith that the gove 
ment and the private sector will finally take no- 
tice of the potentials of the industry. 


Monde Nissin Corp. 

Excellence in Marketing. 

FOR TWO decades, И has become a part of Fil- 
ipinos' everyday lives. Its products are every- 
where. Monde Nissin Corp started out with bi 
cuits and eventually branched out to instant 
noodles. 

"The award serves as a badge and reminder 
that the company's commirment and hard work 
то quality and service is acknowledged and that 
these efforts are not left unappreciated," said 
export manager Ferdinand Chanpongco. "With 
that said, this recognition will surely motivate 
the company to continue and improve our prac- 
tices.” 

instant Lucky Mel noodles, Nissin biscuits, 
cookies, crackers and wafers are few of Monde 
Nissin's products that have become a "staple" 
for consumers. 

It wasin its Laguna plant that saw the birth of 
Monde Nissin’s first offering of biscuits. The 
year was 1980. With Nissin Butter Coconut and 
Nissin Wafer, Monde Nissin has become a con- 
sistent top biscuit player in the market. 

Nine years later, the company introduced in- 
stant noodles with Lucky Me! Instant Mami. Its 
success signaled the marketing of novel and in- 
movarive products such as Lucky Me! Pancit 
Canion (dry noodles also in pouches), and 
Lucky Me! Supreme (no-cook noodles in 
cups/bowls), Instant Pancit Bihon and Instant 
Spaghetti 

From year 2000 onwards, Monde Nissin has 
consistently been included in the Philippines’ 
top 100 companies, 

‘Aside from its plant in Sta. Rosa, Lagune, the 
company set up another one їл Mandaue City, 
Cebu. 


Multi-Link Apparel Corp 

Excellence in Design 

“Т was hard for us to say what a company 
like ours, supported merely by two high-speed 
sewing machines and a single buyer, could be- 
come. We only had our commitment, hopes and 
dreams to hold on to back then,” recalls Willie S. 
lim tt Qoun, founder and president of this 
years Golden Shell Awardee for Design Excel- 
lence Multi-Link Apparel Corp (MLAC). 

From two machines in 1990, MLAC has been 
able to establish sister companies St. Peter Ap- 
parel Incin Sta. Maria, Bulacan in 1995; Bloom- 
ing Apparel Corp in San Rafael, Tarlac in 1997; 
and Success Embroideries Inc in Mayon and 
Balintawak, Quezon City in 1999 —collectively 
churning out an average of 20,000 dozens of ap- 
parel every month and employing more than 
1,000 workers. In 2001, the company also ac- 
quired Stoll multi-gauge flat-knit machines to 
further extend its capabilities and meet the 
growing demands of the market. As of this writ- 
ing, MLAC has just concluded the lease for its 
New York liaison office by the name of Multi- 
Link Apparel inc USA, the purpose of which is to 
establish new relationships with other US buy- 
ers and strengthen the company’s existing part- 
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MULTI-LINK APPAREL CORPORATION 
(JCPenney Outstanding Partnership Awardee 2002. Kids R Us Best Vendor 
Awardee 2002, JCPenney Operational Excelence Awardee 2003. Golden Shell 
Awardee for Design Excellence 2004.) 
is in need of: 


Garment Export Merchandiser* 

Graphic Designer* 

Patternmaker 

Accountant 

Computer Programmer 

‘preferably with at least 3 yrs. experience in garment export 
If interested, pls. fax your resume to Norma Adriano at 
3613775 and call 3638878-82 for an interview schedule, 

- Come grow with us, 


ЕҢ Golder Gare 


FURNITURE MANUFATURIMN LCCCORP 


2004 GOLDEN SHELL AWARDS 
PRESIDENTIAL CITATION 


The Highest Award for Excellence in Exports 


AWARDS &: RECOGNITIO! 
2001 FINALIST - BEST EXHIBIT AWARD 
INTERNATIONAL FURNITURE FAIR SINGAPORE 


HOUSEWARE ACCESSORIES 


2001 FIRST RUNNER-UP VISUAL MERCHANDISING 
ШЕ Ыл FURNITURE SHOW 


1999 NOMINEE BEST IN VISUAL ‘MERCHANDISING 
PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL FURNITURE SHOW 
i 
* 1997 OUTSTANDING EXPORT CLIENT 
m EXPORT AND FOREIGN БЕ F tf 
LOAN CORP (PHIL ( эмт 
x 1996. GAWAD (ТО AWARDEE 
OUTSTANDING KABISIG TYPE PROJECT FOR A И 
RAUS эсш ора COMPANY *, 
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1996 KATHA WINNER BET PRODUCT DESIGN / BEST BOOTH [DESIG 
MANILA FA.M.E. alpes (HOUSEWARE / GIFTWARE) 


1995 KATHA AWARDEE FOR Most PROMISING DESIGNER - 
MANILA FA.M.E. INTERNATIONAL (HOUSEWARE / GIFTWARE) 


ы 


1993 КАТНА AWARDEE FOR BEST PRODUCT COLLECTION 
MANILA FA.M.E. INTERNATIONAL (HOUSEWARE / GIFTWARE) 


1992 GOLDEN SHELL AWARDEE FOR EXCELLENCE IN EXPORT RNITURE (Dining, Living, and/Bedrooni Collection: 
Р HOUSEWARES & ACCESSORIES 


1991 WINNER -. SINGAPORE FURNITURE DESIGN COMPETITION 


1991 KATHA AWARDEE FOR BEST PRODUCT COLLECTION 
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CONGR, TULATIONSI" 
from: Isl a dd» 


Filipina 


International, Inc. 


For HOME FURNISHINGS & ACCESSORIES 
No. 33 Kalayaan Avenue, @.C., Philippines 
Tel. No. +63 2 925-1495 

Fax No.+63 2 922-1504 

CONTACT PERSON 

FROCY G. PASCUAL - PRESIDENT 


© Interior/refurnbishing jobs for hotels and restaurants 
$ € Catering and concessioning 
Exclusive and official concessionaire of the Senate of the Philippines 
(2003 and 2004 Senator's Lounge and Senate Canteen) 
ө venis, Functions Rooms 
@Sale/Rental of exclusive chairs 


FURN ITURE 


“We save trees for the future” 


Josephine A. Booth 
Managing Director, Mehitabel Inc. 
Export Development Citation. 
SHE has carried on the legacy of her mother 
in the rattan furniture business, but 
Josephine A. Booth also stepped out of her 
shadow to make a difference in her own 


wa 

Booth is the daughter of Doña Maria Mon- 
tenegro de Aboitiz who formed Mehitabel 
Furniture Company with a US Army Major 
at the end of World War П. Soon after, the 


American partner returned to the United , 
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States. John McGuire who was then a young 
executive in an oil company took notice of 
the potential of the business to make it to ће 
world market. 

For the past 34 years of Mehitabel's 56 
years of existence, Booth not only involved 
herself in the business but also helped the in- 
dustry fight its battles and emerge victori- 
ous. 

Booth was one of the first few members of 
the Cebu Furniture Industries Philippines 
(CFIP) when it was organized around 1972 
to represent the handful of rattan and buri 
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A YGC Member 


"Panahon na para tangkilikin ang sariling atin." 
n E 25 
Terésita "Mama Sita" Reyes 
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FRIED TOFU 
with Oyster Sauce 


ChromaPlus Colorants 
for Paint Tinting 


Winner of the 2004 Golden Shell Awards-Rising Stor Citation 


For EVERYDAY Dishes 
Kay Sarap ng Matas Oyster Sauce 


FRIED TOFU with OYSTER SAUCE 
Makes 4 servings 


Ingredients 

A tbsps cooking oil 

5 pcs tofu cut into 1/2" x 1/2" 
cubes 

{Optional} 1 cup bottom 
mushrooms, fresh or canned, 
quartered 

3 tbsps М аз Oyster Sauce 

3/8 tsp black pepper, ground 

1/4 cup spring onions, cut into 1/2" 

lengths 


Cooking Directions 

|. Heat oil In a pan and fry the tofu 
until golden brown. Drain and set 
aside. 
2.10 the same pan, stir fry the 
mushrooms for about 3-5 minutes 
3.Add Мааз Oyster Sauce, fried tofu 
and black pepper. Mix well and cook 
for another 2 minutes, 

4. Add the spring onions and stir. 
Serve hot. 


Proven to eliminate smoke emissions and 
extend the mileage of diesel cars. 


If you want to save fuel and improve the cir we breath, call the 
BioActiv Hotline: (02) 635-9000 


Manufactured by Chemroz nc, a 
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factories, and small wood workshops in the 
region. 

n 1984 Mehitabel was a recipient of the 
Golden Shell Award. 

Booth acted promptly when the export of 
rattan furniture was threatened by the con- 
tinuous export of rattan poles that was con- 
trolled by pole exporters in 1974. Together 
with Manila CFIR she lobbied with govern- 
ment for the ban of the export of rattan 
poles. It was in 1976, two years after, the 
ban was approved and imposed. 

Booth was also one of the people who or- 
ganized the Save Cebu Crusade, a move- 
ment that included various trade chambers 


to counter the restive labor sector. 

Mehitabel joined local and international 
trade fairs to ensure the sustainability of ex- 
ports. Its products are exported to countries 
in Asia, Australia, Europe, South America, 
and the United States. The company has loy- 
al customers that span 12 to 55 years of cul- 
tivating business relationships. 
Antonio Вий} C. Layug 

President and Designer 

Budi Collections 

Export Development Citation 
COMING from a family of furniture makers, 
it is no surprise that Antonio "Budji" C. 


Layug would excel 


Finan 


both government & non 
market needs. 


Foreign Buyers Association of the 


Philippines 


A celebration of 27 years of service to Philippine exports Representing Buyers worid- 
wide, conduit on information networking on market conditions and trends, advocacy to 
overnment agencies towards globally competitive response to 


FOBAP has an annual export performance of USSI Billion 


FOBAP Integrated Development Foundation, Inc. 


SME'S alternative source of financing 
I Institutions and Exporters index in achieving credibil 
Non-government source of effective and reliable export services for exporters 


‘Secretariat: Suite 1215 Cityland 10, Tower 1, 156 H.V. Dela Casta, 


Ayala North, Salcedo Village, Makati City 
Tel. (632)892-8492/753-3029 
E-mail foap@edsamail.comph 


Fax (632)893-5126 


and make a name for 
himself and would 
become а major fig- 
ure in the local and 
international scene, 

He studied at the 
New York School of 
Interior Design, and 
also enrolled in ar- 
chitecture at the 
University of Sto. 
Tomas. His thirst for 
understanding the 
foreign culture, art 
and design brought 
him to different 
parts of the world. 

It was during a 
day in the beach 
sometime in the 
1970s that sparked 
his interest in furni- 
ture design. The 
anecdote is that 
Budji was deeply im- 
pressed by the skills. 
of two men building 
a traditional bam- 
boo outrigger canoe. 
He noticed their use. 
of native materials. 
From then on, Budji 
began to design fur- 
niture that incorpo- 
rated — traditional 
techniques and in- 
digenous ^ organic 
materials such as 
pandan, bamboo 
and Philippine hard- 


Budji Layug 


Architecture Planning 


Interior Design 


Royal Pineda 
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woods to create sleek, elegant and thor- 
oughly post-colonial furniture. 

Since 1975, the works of Budji can be 
found in hotels, offices, and residences 
worldwide. Budjis designs epitomize his 
personal philosophy of maintaining a bal- 
ance between grace, elegance, simplicity, 
and nurturing their environment. 

The Budji Collections Inc manufactures 
elegant, contemporary furniture—all craft- 
ed by hand using the weaving techniques in 
the country. 

Budjis unquestionable fame reached oth- 
er shores worldwide. He was featured on 
"Style with Elsa Klensch" in December 1997, 
and in various magazines like the Architec- 
tural Digest, Hospitality Design Magazine, 
Design Times, Veranda Magazine, Interior 
Design Magazine. 

He has showrooms in Europe, North 
‘America, Asia, and the United States. 


Cebu Furniture Industries Foundation Inc - 

Export Development Citation. 

AN EXCELLENT product without the proper 
venue for buyers to see and acquire is tanta- 
mount to nothing. 

A dilemma long been resolved by the Ce- 
bu Furniture industries Foundation Inc. 
(CEIF) by way of becoming an efficient mar- 
keting arm that brought the Philippine fur- 
niture and furnishing industry to exhibitions 
here and abroad, springing forth a porthole 
for the furniture business to excel in the for- 
eign market. 

PIFS-Cebu was very successful that com- 
panies from Manila, Negros, Pampanga, 
Mindanao and all over the Philippines found 
their way into the show in the following 
years. With its initial 35 exhibitors, it now 
has over a hundred exhibiting companies 
from around the country. Since 2002 CFIF 
has solely organized the Cebu show and re- 
named it into a much simpler, but definitely 
esteemed "Cebu X.” 

Through the years, CFIF has undoubtedly 
grown dramatically into a respected voice in 
the furniture industry. Organizers of inter- 
national furniture shows such as the Inter- 
nationale Mobel Messe, Koln, Maison et Ob- 
ject, International Furniture Fair Singapore, 
Furniture China in Shanghai, and Salon du 
Meuble de Paris offered invitations to CFIF 
to bring a delegation to their shows. So far, 
CFIF has organized international group par- 
ticipation to the Furniture China in Shang- 
hai in 2003 and 2004, and to the Tokyo Fur- 


т 


niture Show in 2002. 

Aside from exhibitions, CFIF through Ce- 
bu X has also initiated trade missions, mar- 
ket study missions, and product develop- 
ment and design training for export devel- 
opment. These programs were targeted at 
expanding the markets of the show's ex- 
hibitors through effective promotions, pro- 
ductivity improvement programs and mat- 
keting programs. 


Foreign Buyers Association of the Philip- 
pines 

Export Development Citation 
AT THE height of the Asian financial crisis 
when most commercial banks slammed 
their doors on small and medium-sized ex- 
porters, an unconventional, collateral-free 
lending project was born. 

‘The Transactional Financial Facility, an ini- 
tiative of the Philippine Exporters Confedera- 
tion (Philexport), Land Bank of the Philippines 
and the Foreign Buyers Association of the 
Philippines (Кофар), helped exporting SMEs 
survive the credit crunch. The second memo- 
randum of agreement between Philippine Ex- 
porters Confederation, Small Business Guaran- 
tee and Finance Corp (SBGFC) and the Foreign 
Buyers Association followed and SBGFC has 
been more active than Land Bank. Fobap spear- 
headed the implementation of a monitoring 
scheme that minimized the risks for both the 
lender and the lendee from default and kept 
risks of non-payments to a minimum. 

The project proved to be a resounding 
success with a 99-percent repayment record 
after the lending of P302 million covering 
254 transactions that involved 60 exporters 
from Manila and nearby provinces since 
1999. 

Fobaps close relationship with buyers 
and suppliers, as well as the lending institu- , 
tions, has surpassed the traditional credit 
line investigations of banks because it is 
based on knowing paying capabilities and 
practices of buyers, as well as lifestyle and 
business practices of exporting companies. 

The Export Development Citation is given 
to the "Monitoring Scheme" implemented in 
the Transactional Financial Facility by the 
Foreign Buyers Association of the Philip- 
pines, for providing the impetus in develop- 
ing credit worthiness of unbankable SME ex- 
porters, by integrating finance monitoring 
in their regular functions, thus proving valu- 
able linkage between financial institutions 
and growing export manufacturers. 
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nerships, while creating and building a brand of 
its own. 

“I am proud to say that MLAC is not one to 
give up easily" Lim says. 


Congratulations, TransProcure ог s 


D z tp: э * Excellence in Manufacturing 
winning the 'Rising Star' award! Excellence in Design 

AMONG other businesses in the export market, 

2689 the furnishings and furniture industry is опе of 

the most progressive. it can be attributed to the 

аге talent in design; or perhaps in 

lief that the Philippines has a lot of 


- from Ariba, the world's leader in enterprise spend management ӘК, 


TransProcure is the key partner of Ariba ее ВИНЕ ЕН ОСА 


is i е awide customer base all over the world. Its two 
Thie ie Spend Manage mont Golden Shell Awards diis year could motivate 
others to do beyond what is given and available, 
according to Pete Delantar, СЕО of Natures 


B 5 SIME ETT 2 
If it has to do муй JV 


ture and garden articles for indoor and outdoor 


use serving customers in parts of Asia, Europe, 
Mediterranean, Middle East, and the United 

‘States. It is based in Compostela, Cebu. 
5 “The award means recognition of our hard 


work and perseverance to attain excellence," 
Delantar sal 
“Competition can be good and bed to any- 
t has dte» Eo e body but if one knows how to turn it into an ad- 
vantage itis a powerful tol he said. 
То Зо this, Natures Legacy regularly partici 
pares in major international trade fairs in Eu- 
Tope, Hong Kong, the United States, and the 


Philippines. Aside from it, the company contin- 
ously innovates its products spearheaded by 
its research and development department. It ac- 

————————MÁ——M—ÀÓÓ—ÓX quires new technology and equipment to meet 
GLOBAL PROCUREMENT SOLUTIONS AND SERVICES ee denen ud quy би or pe 
Delantar has this advice to help promote the 

Philippine-made products not only to overseas 

marker but to the Filipinos тоо. "Know the mar- 


n S " чок б It ket first meed, lifestyle id prefer- 
No one gives a good name in procurement better than TransProcure—delivering professionalism, ^ — ence ond develop a product which sui the 


efficiency, expertise and improving companies’ bottomline, Transprocure provides procurement oes Б 
services that mean only one thing: COST SAVINGS, аена Marketing 
FOR RAPHAEL Legacy Designs, competition is 
К imperant that companies develop products 
Our Services: which are “novel or even patented in order ig 
create a separate demand for its own products.” 
Procurement Consulting Enterprise Spend Management 


eProcurement implementation Best-Cost Country Sourcing 
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Raphael Legacy exports furniture and it 
launches a new collection twice a year. These 
collections are exhibited in the market during 
international fairs in Cebu and Manila. 

"The company is also involved in environmen- 
tal protection and conservation. Some recy- 
clable materials are reused in the production 
process, 

Raphael Legacy also believes that personal 
friendship with buyers develop. Understanding 
the target market of its clients would best result 
in closer cooperation and understanding, 

Most importantly it believes in maintaining 
product quality and continuous suggestion on 
product development. 


TransProcure Corp 

Rising Star 
TRANSPROCURE Corps winning this years 
Golden Shell award confirms that the company 
can give procurement a good name. This recog- 
nition further places TransProcure in a unique 
position of helping companies of various sizes. 
and industries, both local and international, to 
Þe cost competitive by lowering the barriers of 
adapting efficient procurement through its do- 
‘main expertise, experience, processes and tech- 
nology enablers. 

TransProcure provides global procure- 
ment solutions and services. Из core offering. 
includes. procurement consulting and stud- 
ies, strategic sourcing, low-cost country 
sourcing, eProcurement implementations, 
‘outsource transactional and tactical procure- 
ment work, private and public procurement 
training, logistics services, offshore procure- 
ment helpdesk support, procurement 
staffing and executive search among its ser- 
vices. 

Charlie Villaseñor, president and CEO of 
TransProcure, considers the award as position- 
ing the company to make the Philippines the 
“Procurement Capital of the World”, He men- 
tioned about the Philippine's success in provid- 
ing BPO services such as in call centers, IT, ac- 
counting and human resources operations. Pur- 
chasing is going to be the next page on these 
successes and certainly, we are getting it. 

"TrensProcure is also the first company то of- 
fer a completely end to end procurement solu- 
Чоп and services that includes strategic and 
transactional procurement and global sourcing 
that are fully e-enabled by best of breed pro- 
curement technology. 


Procurement Study Procurement Augmentation Services 25 А. 
International Purchasing Office Spend Analysis vt ЖҮ 
Supplier Accreditation On-Line Bidding M on d е Ni 
Strategic Sourcing Global Sourcing aS 
Procurement Audit Training INNER: 
Procurement Outsourcing Executive Search and Staffing RIMARKI 
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ЁЭтклизевосиве Improving your company's bottomline through 


27IF Yuchengco Tower 1, RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue corner Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 1200 Philippines M [4 
Tol No: 463.885.7121 ах: «832.844.8586 Email: nfo@transprocure.com Website: wwwiransprocure.com 
itis Min 


Tried... 
Tested... Trusted. А 
апа now... AWARDED 
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Alsons Aquaculture Corporation has delighted Filipino consumers here and 
‘abroad with Sarangani Bay Prime Bangus' juiciest tasting milkfish for 7 years. 
Bred and harvested in the pristine waters of Sarangani Province in Mindanao. 
Processed and quickly blast frozen right on the farm for sealed-in freshness. 


Exported to US, Canada, Australia, UK, Japan, Singapore and Hong Kong. 
‘Our commitment to earning your priceless patronage has been our greatest reward. 


It has also earned for us a most prestigious achievement — The Presidential Citation. 

for the Golden Shell Awards. The highest recognition in the country given to 

Philippine exporters for excellence in Design, Manufacturing and Marketing. ГЕ 3 
Premium quality from Sarangani Bay Prime Bangus can't get any better than this. i 1 


xà z 
vi i 2nd Fos вова Sos aang lg 
7 Mindanao Processing Plant: Alabel, Sarangani Province « Tel : (083) 609-2300 Сарона Анык cover Ж, ip 4 
| Fax. (089) 508-2304 * Makati Salos Ofico: Alsons Aquaculture Corporation, UPS М Paranoque Cay ; 

IF Alsons Building. 2208 Pasong Tamo Extension Мека! City, Metro Manila Telephone Nos 82402-0082 
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Melatonin may help 
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Editor Aries Espinosa 


Infanta book generates 
donations for flood victims 


cope with depression 


DEPRESSION is a mental illness 
characterized by sadness, general 
apathy, loss of self-esteem, guilt feel- 
ings, and suicidal tendencies. It is a 
mental disorder that involves mood, 
body and thoughts. Symptoms and 
severity of depression may differ 
from one person to another. In worst 
cases, serious depression may result 
in suicide. 

Although treatment can lessen de- 
pression by 80 percent, yet its symp- 
toms are usually unrecognized, lead- 
ingto serious consequences including 
suicide, Medical experts agree that 
psychotherapy and antidepressants 
are the basic remedies for depression. 
Although, these remedies are already 


Abenson’s 
giveaways, 


‘TRUE to Holiday traditions, Abenson 
celebrates Christmas with loads of 
fun! This year, more than ever, Aben- 
son has cooked up raffle promotions, 
freebies and easy installment plan to 
make appliance shopping hassle free 
for everyone! Shoppers can enjoy all 
these this Christmas! 

First, geta chance to join the Grand 
Holiday Raffle where you can win a 
Mitsubishi Adventure or one of 100 
great appliances you have always 
dreamt of. Customers who buy a min- 
imum of P1000 can join Abenson's 
100 Days of Christmas raffle promo. 

Second, Use your BPI Express 
Credit Classic (Burgundy) card at 
Abenson to enjoy Double Frequent 
User Points. Plus, get a chance to win 
a Volvo luxury car or an P800,000 


proven, there are also natural sub- 
stances like Melatonin (a hormone 
produced by the pineal gland in the 
brain), which helps people cope with 
depression. Based on a small double 
blind study, supplementation of small 
amounts of melatonin may reduce 
depression. 

Melatonin also plays a vital role in 
sleep facilitation. Since patients with 
major depressive disorders experi- 
ence sleep disturbances, this hor- 
mone solves such kind of disorder. 
Melatonin notably shortens the time 
needed to go to sleep, reduce the 
number of night awakenings, and im- 
proves sleep quality (these symptoms 
are prevalent among people with de- 


pressive disorders). 

Melatonin also has been reported 
to help enhance the sexual function 
and reproduction, boost the immune 
system, protect against cancer and 
Keeps the cardiovascular system 
healthy. 

‘Available as Melatonin-T, an over- 
the-counter product in Mercury and 
Watson drugstores, it comes in 3mg 
capsules and the recommended 
dosage is 1 to 2 capsules daily after 
supper or near bedtime. It is locally 
distributed by Trianon International 
nc. For further information about 
MelatoninT and for interested 
provincial distributors, call 815-3239 
during office hours. 


4 raffles, great 
0% interest 


lifestyle package in the raffle promo. 

Or also use your Citibank credit 
card at Abenson to avail yourself of 
valued perks. Enjoy 0 percent on all 
items exclusive to Citibank cardhold- 
ers and double your chances of win- 
ning in the Citibank Preferred brands 
тае promotion. Every P1000 
PayLite purchase entitles you to a raf- 
бе entry. However, when you shop at 
Abenson, you automatically earn two 
raffle entries for every P1000 pur- 
chase. In Citibank’s raffle, great 
prizes are at stake: a Mercedes-Benz 
C180, Fujitsu Lifebook, Sony Projec- 
tion TY, trip for two to Hong Kong, 
P100,000 worth of Shell Fuel and a 
lots more. Plus, in the grand draw, 
one lucky Citibank cardholder gets to 
winall 10 prizest 


Fourth, when you use your Visa 
card you get to join Visa's raffle pro- 
mo where you get a chance to win 
back your 2004 Visa purchases. Be a 
lucky winner when you shop at any 
Abenson store. 

Stakes are high with all four raf- 
fles, but to make the season truly 
bright, Abenson gives you a Christ- 
mas gift pack on а wide selection of 
appliances. Enjoy this year's Christ- 
mas dinner with pasta and dessert. 
Plus, enjoy easy payment terms with 
Abenson's O percent interest install- 
ment. Video cameras, digicams, and 
ТУ sets can be yours on easy monthly 
installments of up to 12 months 
Moms can get kitchen partners-refs, 
microwave ovens, gas ranges-on in- 
terest free installment too. 


RVC alumni 


reunion 

THE FAMOUS Kalibo Ati-ati- 

han, which will be celebrated 

this January, caps the activities of 

the grand reunion of the alumni of the Northwest- 
ern Visayan Colleges, a leading educational insti- 
tution in Panay. NVC alumni now practicing their 


A BOOK on Infanta pub- 
lished by BPI Foundation, 
in cooperation with the $ 
Dofia Isabel Garcia y Fer- 
nandez Trust fund is gener- 
ating donations to the vic- 
tims of the series of ty- 
phoons that killed hun- 
dreds and caused 
widespread destruction to 
homes, farms, schools, 
Toads and bridges in Infan- 
ta and the neighboring 
towns of Real and Gen. 


| Nakar in northern Quezon. 


Proceeds of the book, 
now being rushed by the 
Print Town Group for deliv- 
ery in the next few weeks, 
will all go to the flood victims through 
the office of Fr. Francis Lucas, former In- 
fanta parish priest and current president 
of the Infanta Integrated Community 
Development Assistance Inc (Iedai), and 
head of the Catholic Media Network 
(CMN). 

Anybody interested to help the flood vic- 
tims of Infanta will be entitled to copies of 
the book in consideration for their dona- 
tions. The donations, however, have to be 
given now since the relief goods have to 
Teach the victims at once. A comparative 
cost of the book would be at least P3,000 
per copy. Donors who can afford less than 
this amount can combine with other 
donors for them to get one copy, or they can. 
simply donate through the same channel. 

“Infanta is still inaccessible for most re- 
lief donations and people are still dying, 
getting sick or suffering from the trauma of 
being exposed for several days and nights 
to the rains and floods,” Fr. Lucas said. “The 
food, medicine and other relief goods go- 
ing to Infanta are still coming in trickles as 
ic is at the end of that long and impassable 
road that goes to Real and Nakar.” 

“Most of the things we have worked on 
and built for many years, such as the coop- 
erative school, radio station, the church 
and training center, have been heavily 
damaged, their equipment and facilities 
now beyond repair. am getting all kinds of 
text messages telling of tragedies. The peo- 
ple who are still living but have lost their 
children or parents are asking me what 
they will do with their lives. We are appeal- 


NOEL Cabangon sings for Infanta during ВРІ Foundation’s call 
for donations 


ing for help," he said, 

BPI Foundation executive director 
Veronica Tapia-Merk said the Bank of the 
Philippine Islands already made a corpo- 
rate donation, but the present situation re- 
quires additional resources. She appealed 
to all sectors to course their donations ei- 
ther directly to Fr. Lucas at the CMN office, 
2307 Pedro Gil Street, Sta. Ana, Manila. 
with telephone numbers 563-7321, 563- 
7313 or through BPI Foundation, 5th floor, 
BPI main building, Ayala Avenue comer 
Paseo de Roxas, Makati. For inquiries, call 
the BPI Foundation representative at 816- 
9288, 816-9436, 816-9390, 845-5533 and 
8169116. E 

For those who wish to donate in cash, de- 
posit your donations to BPI savings account 
0013-6098-61, account name BPI Founda- 
tion Inc. Fax your deposit slip at 845-5409 
(corporate communications/BPI Founda- 
tion Inc). For in kind donations, bring these 
priority items to the CMN office: Food-bot- 
Чей water, rice/noodles, biscuits, canned 
goods, oil, water purifying tablets, baby 
food/milk; Medicines/medical supplies- 
paracetamol, cough and cold medicines, 
Hydrite/Pedialite/Oresol packets, decon- 
gestants, mucolytic/expectorant, antibi- 
ойс — (amoxici coltrimoxazole, 
cloxacillin), Cefelexin, multivitamins, anti- 
bacterial skin ointment, Betadine, gauze, 
thermometers, warm compress, cold com- 
press, hot water bag, ice bag; and Basic 
Household Needs-soap, mosquito nets, 
blankets, water container Gerry cans), 
flashlights and batteries, and cooking uten- 
sils (pots and pans). 


professions in various parts of the country and 
abroad are expected to arrive here in Kalibo on 
the second week of January, just before the Kali- 
bo Ati-atihan, considered to be the most unique. 
ofall festivals in the country. Alumni residing in 
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Royal Philips Electronics of the 
Netherlands, Europe's number one 
electronics company, is the official 
consumer electronics technology 
supplier to Warner Brothers Pic- 
tures and Village Roadshow Pic- 
tures’ production of "Ocean's 
‘Twelve’, the sequel to the 2001 
blockbuster movie ‘Ocean's Eleven’. 
Philips supplies the film's technical 
requirements with state-of-the-art 
multimedia monitors, home theater 
systems, security technologies and 
other products and services. Pro- 
duced by Jerry Weintraub and di- 
rected by Steven Soderbergh, the 


ABS-CBN’S ’LIPAD TAYO, KAPAMILYA’ 


ABS-CBN recently hosted a grand 
promo expo at the PICC to celebrate. 
the fruitful working relationship the 
‘media network has enjoyed with its 
advertisers over the years. Ар\у tiled 
‘Lipad Tayo, Kapamilya, this collabo- 
ration of all ABS-CBN divisions and 
subsidiaries symbolized the mutual 
growth ABS-CBN and its partners 
have gained from years of раппег- 
ship, directed towards the betterment 
of Filipino businesses and entertain- 
ment. ABS-CBN stayed central to lts 
‘theme as the Forum in PICC was 
transformed into the ABS-CBN inter- 
national Airport. Each invitee was wel- 
comed by the ABS-CBN airport crew, 
played to the part by the network's ex- 


can call Johnny Dayang at 892-9278, 894-4687. 


fim stars George Clooney, Brad PR, 
Matt Damon, Catherine Zeta-Jones, 
Andy Garcia, Don Cheadle, Bernie 
Мас and Julia Roberts. It wili be re- 
leased in the United States and Eu- 
rope this month. Shown are Royal 
Philips Electronics president and 
CEO Gerard Kleisteriee (еп) and 
chief marketing officer Andrea Rag- 
netti (right) presenting fiim produc- 
er Weintraub with the first Philips 
Key019, a wearable digital cam- 
corder that can shoot 25 minutes of 
Mpeg video or snap up to 200 (2.0 
Mpixel) pictures, during a shooting 
break 


0920-9094379 or e-mail papi@gawab.com. For 
‘more information about the NVC Alumni Founda- 
tion and grand reunion, call Elma M. Jera, NVC 

alumni affairs coordi 
e-mail NVCalumni@yahoo.com. 


Columbary 75% complete 
‘THE COLUMBARY is now 75-percent completed. 
Targeted to be complete by end 2005, it will be 
соте Quezon City’s first fully functional colum- 
tary and c 

tained by the Agustinian fathers, The Columbary 
is a modern-day depository fr the cremated re- 
mains of the departed. Itis locate inside the San 
Agustin Seminary Compound along Visayas Av- 


tor, at (036)262-3937 ог 


yel development. Owned and main- 


enue. For inquiries, сай 425-1508/09, 426-6965, 
or e-mail réc@thecolumbary.com.ph. 


UST-CRS celebrates pearl 


anniversary 

THE UNIVERSITY of Santo Tomas’ College of Re- 
habilitation Sciences (UST-CRS), erstwhile Insti- 
tute of Physical Therapy celebrates its 30th 
founding anniversary from Dec. 14 to 18 with the 
theme “Wheeling Around and Beyond’. CRS dean 
Consuelo Gorzalez-Suarez MD sald the CRS has 
grown in leaps and bounds over the years, start- 
ingas a baccalaureate program in the Collage of 
Science and Faculty of Medicine and Surgery. To- 
day, itis one of the most important colleges of the 
university, producing globally competitive health 
professionals over the years. Various activities 


aculives and employees as they 
donned flight attendants, pilots, cabin 
crew and porters uniforms forthe 
(gala event. Each ABS-CBN subsidiary 
and division constructed theme 
booths that represented an emblem- 
atic section of any standard interna- 
tional airport. This event was ABS- 
СМУ way of showing its gratitude to 
the advertisers for its unwavering 
Support. With its G4,5-percent nation- 
wide viewing preference, as well as its 
stallar ratings in areas like Cebu and 
Davao, ABS-CBN assures advertisers 
that tis ШЇ the best network for ad- 
vertising enterprises. Shown are Rick 
Reyes of Club Media and vice presi- 
dent for sales Orly Galang. 


and events have 
celebration: Dec. 14-Thanksgiving Mass, parade, 
‘opening of exhibits, exposure trip; Dec. 15-Stu- 
dent forum, phyth and tempo (fitness and dance 
competition); Dec. 16-Misa de Gall 
Race" (sports tourney), KinatlO (quiz show); Dec. 
17-Sports tor the Disabled, Mr. & Miss Rehabil- 
tation Sciences pageant night; Dec. 18-Grand Ball 
and Alumni Night. For more inquiries, call protes- 
sors Jocelyn Agcaoill and Tiffany Malin at 740- 
9713 ог 731-3101 loc. 280. 


lined up for the five-day 


"Amazing 


More PEP 
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GILBEY'S 'SEARCH AND SPIN’ GRAND PRIZE WINNER 


James Dizon, a 32-year-old businessman from 
Pasig, rides the brand-new BMW Minl-Cooper 
that he won in the Gilbey's "Search and Spin 
promo. With him are, from left, British Ambas- 
sador Paul Dimond, Yogi Ringler, marketing di- 
rector of International Wines and Spirits Inc 


oduct FILES 


Proudly Filipino 


WHEEL Gallery, exclusive distributor of Con- 
cept One alloy wheels, is a proud parmer of 
racing ace Tyson Sy, in his campaign in the 
AF3 championship and our quest of having a. 
Filipino driver in the prestigious Formula One 
series. "We are closely following the develop- 
‘ment of Tyson's career in racing, Like Tyson, 
Wheel Gallery is an aggressive upstart in the 
business, We always give our 100 percent in 
terms of product quality, excellence in crafts- 
manship and performance,” says Sammy Liu- 
son, president of Wheel Gallery. 

‘Tyson wrapped up the 2003 Philippine 
National Formula 3 Series by clinching a 
three-title win. This 17-year-old racer won 
the Promotions Class, Promotions Driver of 
the Year and the Philippine National Formu- 
la 3 Championship. Tyson also finished a 
strong 6th place, after starting from 31st 
place, in the recently concluded GT Tires 


(ін), distributor of Gilbey's Gin, and Carlos 
Palanca IV, member of the board of the Palanca 
Group. The promo, which ran from March until 
May, also gave away cash prizes and thousands 
of Gilbey's Gin and Island Lime bottles to lucky 
participants. 


Formula Renault Championship in Macau, 
“Tyson is currently preparing for his stint next 
year in the international: arena. "We are 
proud of his accomplishments and Concept 
‘One is behind him all the way." adds Liuson, 

‘The proud partners of Tyson Sy for F1 glory 
are: Concept One, A-Toy paint and bodykits, 
HAR Springs, Petron Ultron, San Miguel Beer, 
Bosch Automotive, Demvel's Motorsports, 
and Tiger Steel. 


WITH your Christmas bonus just 
around the corner, you can finally get 
that long-delayed home improve- 
ment project started. If you're wor- 
ried about the hustle and bustle that 
goes with the season, you can relax 
пом. Wileon-the home of quality 
building materials-has undergone its 
‘own renovation to make life for you 
зо much easier. 

Being in the business for 27 years 
now, Wilcon has come to be known as 
the place for good quality products. 
But it also knows and keeps up with 
the needs and trends of the times. In 
keeping with its goal to excel and be 
ahead ofthe rest, it has updated its lo- 
gos. And, with the improvements that 
have taken place, it has also trans- 
formed the way we shop for building 
materials. 

Known for its wide selection of ce- 
тапіс tiles, Wilcon has since expand- 
ed its product range to include not 
only finishing materials, but DIY es- 
sentials for the hobbyist or the serious 
builder. Now, Wilcon is bigger and 
better so you can have total customer. 
satisfaction. 

Find everything you need under 
one roof: plumbing-includes pipes, 


bathroom taps, fittings, and acces- 
sories, among others; electrical-from 
chandeliers and lamps to cables and 
outlets; houseware-with various fur- 
niture, décor, wallpapers, and carpets 
to suit your style; automotive-choose 
from a range of tools and car acces- 
sories; outdoor living everything you 
need for your garden, including 
plants and fountains; tools-choose 
from well-known and reliable brands 
or the house brand; 

WBS paints-for concrete, wood, 
and metal, there's a rainbow of colors 
and textures available, as well as 
paint-mixing facilites in the Alabang 
and Balintawak depots; tiles-ceramic 
or porcelain, floor or wall, local or im- 
ported; hardware-nails, wood planks, 
galvanized sheets, knobs, locks and 
other materials are available; sani- 
tary wares-choose from many tollet, 
sink, bathtub, shower enclosure, spa 
and sauna system designs ranging 
from the affordable to the elegant, 
with brands such as Karat, Kasch and 
Kohler; doors and moldings-fine- 
crafted in wood and PVC. 

You have a myriad of options, in- 
cluding the latest designs and innova- 
tions in building materials. Wilcon 
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from Europe, United States, Asia, and 
the Philippines. There's something to 
suit your style and budget. 

Bring the entire family Each 
Wilcon Builders’ Depot has a Kiddie 
Play Comer where your children can 
play while you shop. After going 
through the variety of items to choose 
from, relax and unwind at the compa- 
ny coffee shop also located in the De- 
pot. 

‘And don't worry about not being 
able to fit everything in your car or of 
high delivery charges. If you live 
within Metro Manila, Wilcon can de- 
liver your purchases right at your 
doorstep for free. 

And you can even get your money 
back. For a minimum purchase of 
P1,000 at any Wilcon outlet, you can 
join the Money Back Raffle and ger 
the chance to win up to P100,000 re- 
fund every week! Raffie draws are 
held every Sunday until Jan 2, 2005. 

So, if you're building or renovat- 
ing, go to апу of Wilcon's 13 branches 
and enjoy the convenience of a one- 
stop construction shop. You can also 
log on to http;//wilcon.com.ph or e- 
mail wilconQwilcon.ph. 
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CoQ10, the 
against heart disease 


Richwell Trading Corp (RTC) president Albert Yao 
(2nd from left), RTC chief operating officer Myrna 
Yao (8rd from right) and Department of Trade and. 
Industry assistant secretary Felicitas Reyes (3rd 
from left) lead the opening ceremony of the Rich- 
well Annual Toy Falr together with ATC vice presi- 
dent for finance and merchandising Liza Yao 
(right), V-Tech Electronics Asia Pacific marketing 
‘manager Thomas Lam (2nd from right) and Pi- 
гоп Corp overseas department head Isao Aoki at 
the Wack Wack Golf and Country Club. The Rich- 
‘well Toy Fair is the biggest and most anticipated 


and upcoming toys, apparels, shoes and baby 
products to be released this Holiday season. The 
products on exhibit include popular brands such 
as Barbie, Hot Wheels, Fisher Price, My Scene, 
Mega Blois, Garfield, Chicco and Pigeon, among, 
others. The Richwell Annual Toy Far started in 
1982 andis the fist to introduce the character 
shop concept in the local toy market It continues 
to set the standard and pioneers innovative ideas 
that will boost the Philippine toy industry. Today, 
Richwel is the largest toy distributor in the coun- 
try and the top player in the children shoe and ba- 


THE ADVENT of modern-day tech- 
nology resulted in a sedentary 
lifestyle. The fastfood chains we love 
to patronize whipped up unhealthy 
foods. We associate the word "un- 
wind" with cigarette smoking and al- 
cohol intake. Unhealthy lifestyles- 
physical inactivity, a sinful diet, ex- 
cessive smoking and drinking-regard- 
less of age are the leading causes of 
heart diseases. 

For many years, heart ailments re- 
main as the number one killer disease 
of mankind. In 1998, heart disease 
had the highest mortality rate (a total 
of 55,830) among the killer diseases 
in the Philippines. Globally, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) revealed 
that each year, 17 million succumbed 
to diseases of the cardiovascular sys- 
tem, particularly heart attack and 
stroke. WHO divulged that post- 
menopausal women have a greater 
risk of suffering from heart disease 
than men. 


maintaining an active and robust 
lifestyle is the best ounce of preven- 
tion against this dreaded disease. 
With the advent of modern medicine, 
now there are natural substances that 
keep the heart healthy such as 
Ubiquinone, also known as CO-En- 
zyme Q10 or COQ10. CoQ10 is a nat- 
ural substance found in the mito- 
chondria, which aids in the manufac- 
ture of adenosine triphospate (ATP), 
an essential source of energy. Scien- 
tists discovered that if ће COQ10 lev- 
el drops by more than 25 percent, 
several diseases can be triggered and 
a fall by as much as 75 percent can 
cause death. 

‘According to Dr Karl Folkers (the fa- 
ther of COQIO), the insufficiency of 
00010 can significantly increase the 
risk of CVD. Based on the study of 
Langsjoen et al, published in the joumal 
Biochemical and Biophysical Research 
Communications, after the heart disease 
patients were treated by COQ10, some 


Euro 


oxher conventional medicines and had 
тю lifestyle limitations. 

Other studies also proved that 
CoQ10 efficiently aids in heart and 
liver function. The energy-producing 
capabilities of ubiquinone enhance 
muscle performance and maintains 
effective metabolism at the same 
time. Health professionals claimed 
that aside from the clinical valüe of 
COQ10 against heart ailments, it also. 
speeds up the metabolism, enhances 
the immune system, prevents gum 
disease, provides anti-oxidant activi- 
ty, ignites energy levels and retards 
the aging process 

Trianon COQ10, which comes in 
10 and 30 mg capsules is, a brand 
name for CoQ10. For best results, it is 
recommended to be taken thrice a 
day. It is manufactured by Health 
Company International Inc, a US- 
based drug company, and is distribut- 
ed in the Philippines by Trianon Inter- 
national Inc. It is available in all Mer- 


toy event in the country. It showcased the latest by product business. ‘According to medical experts, of them were not required to take any  curyand Watson drugstores. 


zm 


SNIFFING THEIR WAY TO BUSINESS 

The recently concluded Aromatherapy пек every Saturdays at the Chem- 
andPerfume-making Seminar con- world office located at the Sth flor of 
ducted by Chemworld Fragrance In- the Oppen Building, 349 Sen. Gil Puy- 
іме was againa success with an- at Avenue, Makati. Shown is Alexis 
ther batch of promising en- Pineda, general manager of Chem- 
‘repreneurs now ready to sniff into the world, with seminar participants dur- 
perfumery business, The seminaris ing an actual demonstration. 
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TJ Clark now 
available 


MINERAL Enhancement International Ine in- 
troduces to the country the TJ Clark Colloidal 
Mineral Formula, an ideal dietary supplement 
for health buffs, physical finess aficionados, 
and anyone who just wants to enjoy healthy, 
vibrant living. TJ Clark Colloidal Formula con- 
tains the 72 minerals needed by the human 
body to function properly. These minerals, 
harvested from age-old rain forest in Utah, 
guarantee 98 to 100-percent absorption. 

TJ Clark Liquids are manufactured by TJ 
Clark & Co, one of the most phenomenal family-owned businesses. 
in American history that created the colloidal mineral industry, TJ 
Clark products are sold in over 50 countries worldwide and are 
available in over 5,000 health food stores and pharmacies in Aus. 
tralia, New Zealand and now the Philippines, TJ Clark Colloidal 
Mineral Formula is initially available at the МЕП office located at 
the 3rd floor of Don Pablo Building, 114 Amorsolo Street, Legazpi 
Village, Makati. For inquiries and order placements, call 812-9664, | 
410-1317, fax 759-6700 or e-mail mei@spinweb.ph. i 


BEDANS GEAR-UP FOR 2005 HOMECOMING 

Final preparations are being made to ensure that the San Beda College Alumni 
Homecoming мії be a truly grand and memorable one. With its rallying theme 
"Ang Pula. Ang Puti. Sa Mendiola Ang Uwi”, the homecoming event will be held 
оп Saturday, Feb. 19, 2005 at the SBC Quadrangle. An Alumni Mass wil start 
the celebrations at 4 p.m. Shown are representatives of the 2006 Jubilee class- 
вз (HS '55, HS '60, HS '65, HS 70, HS 775. HS '80 and HS '85) together with 
reps from the 2006 Jubilee classes (HS 56, HS 61, HS '66, HS 71, HS 76 and 


HS '81) and former rector and alumni spiritual director Fr. Benigno Benabarre 
058 posing in front of the SBC Main Gate ater a recent Homecoming Video 
shoot. Ай SBC alumni batches from the grade school, high school, college of 
arts and sciences and college of law are wholeheartedly invite to attend. For 
‘more information on this event, and to find out more about the whereabouts of 
your classmates, call Wilma Abellanoca at the SBC Alumni Association office at 
735-5995 or 735-6011 local 2740. Bedans, the Clarion calls 


1 ‘Dare to Compare’ mall tour 

GET TO experienco firsthand the innovation tht Б Pixel Plus 2 ав Philips, Eu- 
торе number one consumer electronics company, embarks on a Piel Plus 2 
"Dare to Compare" mali tour. Check out the superior features of Pha Plus 2 at 
the Metro Link Area of the Edsa Shangri-La Май from Dec. 17 to 18 and atthe 
lower evel ofthe Makati Mali Cupola, Glorietta. from Jan. 26 to 30. Tha Pixel 
Plus 2 Dare to Compare" тай tour gives consumers a unique opportunity to 
clearly see and experiance for themseives the overwhelming superiority of 
Рив Plus 2 technalogy vis-à-vis those being offered by the other top brands. 
lye Pius 2 delivers intense picture quality, true natural detall and amazing 
sharpness. The Philips Pia Pus 2is able to calculate at a maximum picture 
resolution of 1.250 ines and 2.048 pixeis per ine. It aiso features Arig, 
providing a well-balanced amount o light to reduce giare. 
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INMENTum C 


How many C 
movies have you seen? 


Im 
HOW MANY Christmas Christmas Movie," 2002 1 conie 


movies/animated features have It’s a Wonderful Life," 1946 
you seen? Here's a list you сеп e"lt's Christmas Time Again, 
‘check against. Charlie Brown,” 1992 
‘Two of these holiday favorites ‘Jingle All The Way,” 1996 
are rated among the US’ top-gross- "Mickey's Magical Christ- 
ing movies of all time: “Dr. Seuss’ 2001 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas" 
(2000) is in the 25th slot, having Christmas: Gold Collection," 1999 
grossed $260,031,035, and "EP" © e"Mickeys Twice Upon A 
(2003), comes in at number 80, Christmas,” 2004 
with $173,305,906. “Miracle On Third Street,” 
Charlie Brown Christ- 2001 мүт. 
' "Mr. Magoo's Christmas Car- BRUCE 
ө “А Charlie Brown Thanksgiv- ol,” 1962 LE 
ing," 1973 ө "National Lampoon's Christ- 
• "A Christmas Carol," 1997 mas Vacation," 1989 
ө “А Christmas Story" 1983 • "National Lampoon's Christ- 
ө “Айат Sandler's Eight Crazy mas Vacation 2: Cousin Eddie's Is- 
Nights,” 2002 land Adventure,” 2003 
• "Bad Santa,” 2003 “Reindeer Games,” 2000 
e“Beauty and the Beast: The “Rudolph The Red-Nosed 
Enchanted Christmas,” 1997 Reindeer: Christmas Classics Col- 
"Beauty and the Beast: The lection,” 1964 ET 
Enchanted Christmas (Special “Santa Claus: The Movie,” featuring: 
Edition),” 1997 1985 fo eas > NES 3 
"Christmas Carol: The  e"Santa Claus Is Coming To 4 Rainier Castillo & Yasmien Kurdi : 
Movie," 2001 Town: Christmas Classics Collec- E г є. = 
"Christmas with the Simp- tion,1970 3 Directed by Freddie Santos. 
“South Park: Christmas in з А) 
jie Hard," 1988 South Park," 1998-1999 Ы 
Die Hard 2 Die Harder” "South Park Winter Won- А DECEMBER 15 2PM & 5PM £ 
1990 derland,” 1990-2000 i Be / Adivity Center 
“Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch ө "The Santa Clause,” 1994 м = 
Stole Christmas,” 2000 “The Santa Clause 2: The # y bil e: 
iiad Senrhends? 1990 Mrs Clause 2002 з — виш 5 
Hoopes ee у T penx eel deeb 
2," 2000-2003 f A asomar Serves Harina: 67519" 
"The Year Without a Santa zr 
mas Classics Collection," 1969 Claus," 1974 PL 
e "Here Comes Peter Cotton- gzieTales: The Sur of P suas, tie 
|” 1971 Christmas," 2002 s 
“Holiday Inn,” 1942 "White Christmas,” 1954 
"Winnie the Pooh: Seasons 
"of Giving," 1999 
"Winnie the Pooh: A Very 
Merry Pooh Year,” 2002 
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Promo Period: 
November 15, 2004 - February 28, 2005 


EASTERN 


TELECOM 


ES 
las 


CINEMA 


Pe 01 NCM Pomma t 27 Saras 7900 


—————————— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ene 


El ENTERTAINMENT vero 


MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 13, 2004 


E US looks into Internet music, film exchange 


WASHINGTON—The US Supreme 
Court on Friday agreed to consider 
whether Internet filetrading networks. 
should be held responsible when their 
users copy music, movies and other pro- 
tected works without permission. 
Online networks like Grokster and 
Morpheus allow millions of computer 
users to copy music and movies for 


say that cuts into their sales. 

‘But the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals ruled in August that peer-to-peer 
networks cannot be held liable for copy- 
right infringement because, lie a video- 
cassette recorder, they can be used for 
legitimate purposes as well. 

Even as record labels challenge the 


reach out to listeners. 

By the time the Supreme Court hears 
the case, all four major labels— Vivendi 
Universal, EMI Group Plc , Sony BMG 
Music Entertainment and privately held 
Warner Music—could be distributing 
their songs over a new generation of 
peer-to-peer networks like Snocap and 


appeals courts decision, they are tenta- Mashboxx that promise to collect pay- 


free from each others’ hard drives. 


tively embracing peer-to-peer networks 
Recording labels and movie studios 


as a way to cut distribution costs and 


Timeless selection 
by Billboard mag 


BILLBOARD, bible of the music industry in 
the United States, lent its name four years ago 
toa CD titled “Billboard's Greatest Xmas Hits: 
1935-1954,” which continues to sell copies. 
Selected for recording by various artists 
were: 

1) White Christmas—Bing Crosby; 2) Let 
It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!—Vaughn 
Monroe; 3) Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein- 
deer—Gene Autry; 4) Christmas Song—Nat 
"King" Cole; 5) All 1 Want for Christmas (Is 
My Two Front Teeth) —Spike Jones; 6) I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus—Jim Boyd; 7) 
Christmas Island—The Andrews Sisters and 
Guy Lombardo; 8) Silent Night—Bing Cros- 
by; 9) Here Comes Santa Claus—Gene 
Autry; 10) Santa Baby—Eartha Kitt 

Playing time is under 30 minutes, but the 
album is, as an online review desribes it, “is 
Christmas to the fullest.” It is great to listen 
to, the review says, no matter what one is 
doing—typing at the computer, wrapping 
presents, “even falling asleep is that much 
brighter when this CD is playing." 


ment for songs. The court is expected to 
issuea decision by June, Reuters 


DERO Pedero (center) with Cody Moreno, Miss 


Program your mind for success 


COMPOSER and book author 
Dero Pedero presents three ex- 
clusive seminars designed to 
jump start 2005: "Make Your 

“Impossible Dreams Соте 
True!,” "Money, Money! Secret 
Principles of Money & Prosperi- 
ty" and "You Can Be More 
Beautiful & Photogenic!” The 


be held at Club Filipino in 
Greenhills Dec. 28-30. 

For information and reserva- 
tions, e-mail DeroSemi- 
nars@yahoo.com ог call/text 
0920-4053233. Tickets are 
available at the ProShop at the 
Club Filipino basement. In- 
quire about the early bird and 


Sweden Sara Lundemo, Chris Petersson, Miss 
Canada Tanya Munizaga and Brad Turvey. 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


empowering and highly enter- 
taining three-hour sessions will 
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student discounts and private 
or corporate sessions. 


Film on 
84 riots 
in India 


BOMBAY—US-based 
Shonali Bose is set to 
release a film next 
month depicting anti- 
Sikh riots that hit India 
following the assassi- 
nation of then prime 
minister Indira Gandhi 
in 1984, after accept- 
ing cuts demanded by 
Indian censors 

Bose told AFP that 
“Amu,” based on her 
novel of the same title 
has been shot in En- 
glish and cleared for 
release in India by the 
Central Board of Film 
Certificatio 

“Amu tells the story 
of an orphan named 
Kaju, adopted and 
brought up in LA. by 
American parents, 
who rerums to India to 
discover her roots and 
finds that her real par- 
ents were killed during 
the anti-Sikh riots, 

The riots were trig- 
gered after Gandhi 
was shot dead by her 
Sikh bodyguards in re- 
venge for her ordering 
the storming of the 
Sikhs’ holiest shrine, 
the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar, by amy 
1 forces seeking to evict 

al separatists using itas a. 
lovies BB sanctuary, 

Kajus voyage of 
пер Md self-discovery takes 
resenveo Md her from the mustard 

EE 

the kiling fields of 

Ac Rue Delhi during the 
1984 riots and reveals 
the mystery of her past 
in а searing climax. 
More than 2,000 Sikhs 
were killed in the riots. 

Actress Konkona 
Sen Sharma plays the 
role of Kaju. 

She won a national 
award in 2003 for best 
actress in a critically 
acclaimed film "Mr 
and Mss. Iyer” by di- 
rector Арата Sen 
about a Hindu woman 
who protects a Muslim 
passenger facing as- 
smit on a bus by 
claiming him as her 
husband. AFP 
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‘Secretary of Soul’ = 7 CINEMA ACCESS 


has prostate cancer к 635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


NEW YORK—Singer James Brown, the 
music pioneer known as The Godfather of Eastwood City Walk 2. Eastwood City 
Soul, has prostate cancer and will have Е. Rodrigues Jr. Aue. СӘ Ouszon City 
surgery next week, his publicist said on 
Friday. 
The 71-year-old Brown, who just fin- р TA 
ished a two-week Canadian tour, will have 687-6963 х 5 
surgery at an undisclosed hospital in GUARANTEED SEATS ш www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
Georgia on Dec. 15, said publicist Simone TEI а 
malls. 
s Brown then plans to begin promoting MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
his memoir, "I Feel Good: А Memoir of a 5 
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charts and made more N = 
e КП GALLERIA 632911576 
Please," was released in 1956. 2 

Fans wanting. to direct well-wishes to » 1 ALEXANDER • THX 6 NATIONAL TREASURE 
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Brown was fecognized at the Kennedy 
1220 1 ч e 
Center Honors list year where presenter 1210240510 m NEDKELLY ORDEI asn 1240 300 5:20 740 10:00 
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SOME SEXY acts took off their tops. 
They gyrated to disco music, but so did 
ployees who celebrated the com- 

pany niversary on Friday night. 

Members of the Viva Hot Babes teased and 
sent the crowd, especially the male populace, 
into tizzy, Hot Babe Miles Hernandez creat- 

he bigest stir when, onstage, she peeled 
INQ7.net president and CEO 


tors swore they saw Paolo's 
R chair Marixi Prieto, catch 
4 close her eyes when Miles 

Paolo crotch. 

Viva Hot Men did a steamy 

song-and-dance num- 

ber, so hot they could 

mot keep their own 
shins on. Sexy 
Geneva Cruz, who 

donned a mini-skirt 

and a lacy black top 

under a fuchsia jacket, performed some 
Beyonce songs. 

Gen's former Smokey Mountain band- 
mate, Jeffrey Hidalgo, serenaded the females 
in the audience with a couple of his personal 
favorites, while Jenny Miller ticillated the 
men with some R&B ditties. 

Young performers Sarah Geronimo, Erik 
Santos and Christian Bautista were also 
crowd favorites. 

But Inguner had its share of stars, too: Jim 
Guiao Punzalan, Mylene de Jesus, Gina Layague, 
Darwin Romanillos, Lito Rivera, Normandy dela 
Paz, Aries Espinosa and the Ketchup Band. 

Theme for this year's celebration was rock 
‘w roll, and so the special guests were RJ Ja- 
cinto and his band, who performed songs by 
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JEFFREY Hidalgo with M. 
Gidget Aranda 


MILES Fernandez with HR's Shirman Tan 
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RJ AND his band 
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"^ Elvis, Jimi Hendrix, and the Beatles. 

3 . Groups like the De La Salle Choral and Mo- 
jofly were around to share their kinds of mu- 
sic. Kids @ Work started the program with а 
rousing dance number. 

A production number presented by the 
Marketing department—composed of Chris 
Vida, Masoy Cabuhat, Gidget Aranda, Ching 
dela Cruz, Joseph Fua and Hazel Soriaga— 
won the judges’ nod for the employee's com- 
petition portion. 

But the Editorial departrüent's team—Em- 
mie Velarde, Abel Ulanday, Mercy Rosales, 

2 Roy Sarmiento, Jamie-Alarcon and Santi Al- 
cantara—was the best applauded. The group 
won second prize. 

Mabel Cabral, Marife Reyes, Chona Agustin, 
Jan Resurrecion, Richard Marasigan and Michael 
Bulanon represented the Finance department. 

Performers from the Classifieds depart- 
ment were Mhar de los Reyes, Joel Macawile, 
Arnold Gatdula, Lala Montesines, Lilie 
Lazaro, Joy Tabuso, Beng Fernandez and Pat 
Lechadores. x 


